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Teacher: Alberto Guerrero, Veterans Memorial ECHS, BISD

Date: 07/21/2021

Subject / grade level: Mexican American Studies / United States (U.S.) History, 9-12

Materials:
The film "The Ballad of Gregorio Cortes", the corrido of Gregorio Cortes (printed), Book or

summary of “ With a Pistol In His Hand” by Americo Paredes. A selection of different
carridng

TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):
4A,B; 6A; 8A,D; 9A,D

Lesson objective(s):

1. Analyze the impact of the corrido on border culture and folklore.

2. Describe and analyze how the corrido retells a particular event or course of events and
reflects the points of view or bias of its author.

3. Synthesize historical information and personal accounts to create an oral history.

Differentiation strategies to meet diverse learner needs:

PowerPoint presentation, Film "The Ballad of Gregorio Cortes", audio of some corridos from
the Border Region that deal with border issues. For example, discrimination by parties on
both sides of the border, smuggling contraband, organized crime, illegal immigration, tragic
stories and identification of cultural norms.

ENGAGEMENT

o Describe how you will use place-based and/or culturally relevant pedagogies to promote student engagement?
e Whatkind of questions should the students ask themselves after the engagement?

The Bandit Wars affected South Texas at the beginning of the 20th century. Many Mexican
and American organizations contributed to the violence of the region and in its wake left
stories of heroes and villains on both sides of the border, shaping its cultural landscape.
"How many times have | crossed the river?" "Does it look dangerous to swim across?" "Who
are law enforcement agencies like the Texas Rangers supposed to protect?”'How can
differences in culture lead to misunderstandings and ill feelings on both parts?”

EXPLORATION




o  Describe what place-based hands-on activities you could use to encourage students to engage the content.
o List “big idea” conceptual questions related to the content you can use to encourage students’ exploration of the lesson.

Teacher will play music and throw a beach ball around the room and students must toss it to
each other until the music stops. Whoever has the ball when the music stops must briefly
describe the story of their favorite superhero or supervillain.

The idea is to be able to describe the life and events that led to the creation of that character,
much like corridos describe the life and events of local people and history along the border.
“What historical era did the corrido take place in? How does it reflect the happenings in that
area during that time period?” These and other questions will be answered on a worksheet.

EXPLANATION

What questions could you pose to students before you precede to introduce the topic, themes or key terms?

o What questions or techniques will you use to help students connect their own knowledge to the main topic and/or key concepts under
examination?

e List higher order thinking questions you could use to solicit participation and engage students in discussion and provide their own
interpretations.

"What makes a good story? Are all stories true? or can the author be biased?

Have you ever felt the same emotions or received the same treatment as the protagonists in
some of the corridos we have heard?"

In a historical context, "Do any of these corridos reflect the relationship between the United
States and Mexico after 1846?"

"Does anyone in your family listen or know any corridos? Why do certain corridos appeal to
them? Can you relate to any of the corridos we have listened to? How will knowing some of
these stories and how they were developed help you in life?"

ELABORATION

e Describe how students will develop a more sophisticated understanding of the topics, themes or key concepts.
e What vocabulary will be introduced and how will it connect to students’ observations and/or personal knowledge?
o How will this knowledge be applied in their daily lives?

Student will interview a family member or aquaintance about their life experiences and
document the exchange. Questions should take time, place and family history into
consideration.

- Corrido/border ballad - The Rio Grande/Bravo - Border - Frontera

-Texas Rangers. - contraband. - "Pistolero" - Brownsville

- Reynosa - minorities - descrimination - Bandit Wars

-Plan de San Diego - Vernacular - Gregorio Cortes - Americo Paredes

EVALUATION

¢ How will students demonstrate that they have achieved the lesson objective? This should be embedded throughout the lesson as well as at
the end of the lesson.

Students will create their own version of a corrido or ballad using the information collected
from their interview and give it a proper title. The corrido must take into consideration the
historical time period the person lived through, any historical events if applicable, and cultural
references as well.
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