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Teacher: ROLANDO PINEDA / DR. ERNESTO MARTINEZ / JUAN C. VEGA

Date: 7/21/2021

Subject / grade level: U.S. HISTORY / 8th Grade & Spanish 1

Materials:

Map of Fort Texas and surrounding geographical locations
Presentation of the Mexican-American War

-Graphic organizer "Causes and Effects of the Mexican-American War"
Primary source document on the attack on Fort Texas

TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):

8.6C-Causes and Effects of the Mexican-American War

8.29A- Primary sources on James K. Polk

8.29C-Maps and timeline of the Annexation of Texas, Mexican-American War, & Mexican
Cession

4C-Demonstrate an understanding of the influence of one language and culture on another

Lesson objective(s):

1. Students will need to understand the causes of the Mexican-American War

2. Students will need to analyze the dispute of the Texas boundary of Rio Grande River versus
Mexico's claim of the Nueces River from Treaty of Velasco.

3. Students will be able to identify political boundaries of the United States, Mexico, Rio Grande
River and other geographic locations relevant to Manifest Destiny.

Differentiation strategies to meet diverse learner needs:

-Special population students will receive visual aids and modified vocabulary to bridge any learning gaps
as per English language learners (ELL) strategies, Common Instructional Framework, or Sheltered
Instruction or SIOP.

-Honors students will be challenged to watch videos or read a primary source document.

ENGAGEMENT

o Describe how you will use place-based and/or culturally relevant pedagogies to promote student engagement?
e Whatkind of questions should the students ask themselves after the engagement?

-Students will be given a visual tour using live video feed of the Fort Texas(Ft. Brown) battle site, Palo Alto
Battlefield, & Resaca de la Palma.

-Students will be given an opportunity to visit these historical landmarks located in Brownsville, encourage students
to go with their families to Palo Alto National Battlefield Visitor Center and the Port Isabel Museum that has artifacts
of the Battle of Palo Alto.

- Students will research or view a presentation of the Mexican-American War.

-Why was there a battle between Mexico and United States over the boundary?

-What changes would exist if the outcome was different of the Mexican-American War?

EXPLORATION




o  Describe what place-based hands-on activities you could use to encourage students to engage the content.
o List “big idea” conceptual questions related to the content you can use to encourage students’ exploration of the lesson.

-Students will label and color the map of the Mexican-American War.

-Students will be taken on a virtual field trip and analyze the historical landmarks.
-Students will reflect on the impact on the boundary and culture by the results of the
Mexican-American War.

-Students will be encouraged to make personal connections to their family and ancestors
who came from Mexico.

-How has the boundary of the Rio Grande River affected your family, if any?

EXPLANATION

What questions could you pose to students before you precede to introduce the topic, themes or key terms?

o What questions or techniques will you use to help students connect their own knowledge to the main topic and/or key concepts under
examination?

e List higher order thinking questions you could use to solicit participation and engage students in discussion and provide their own
interpretations.

-Do you have any family in Mexico?

-How long has your family lived in Brownsville or the Rio Grande Valley?

-Do you know how Brownsville got its name?

-Why is the Rio Grande River the boundary between the Texas/United States & Mexico?
-Where does your family name come from?

-What is the advantage to speaking Spanish in the Rio Grande Valley?

ELABORATION

e Describe how students will develop a more sophisticated understanding of the topics, themes or key concepts.
e What vocabulary will be introduced and how will it connect to students’ observations and/or personal knowledge?
o How will this knowledge be applied in their daily lives?

-Students will watch a video presentation on Manifest Destiny-Annexation of Texas &
Mexican-American War.

- annexation - Fort Texas(Ft. Brown)

- popular sovereignty - Battle of Palo Alto & Resaca de la Palma
- Compromise of 1850 - Rio Grande

- Manifest Destiny - Mexican Cession

- James K. Polk

EVALUATION

¢ How will students demonstrate that they have achieved the lesson objective? This should be embedded throughout the lesson as well as at
the end of the lesson.

-Students will write an essay on what they have learned as an entry or exit ticket.
-Students will create a presentation or video on the content learned with personal images.
-Students will create a show and tell on how the boundary has affected them or their family.
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