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FOR RELEASE:

15 April 1971

FROM:

Kika de la Garza

92-275

WASHINGTON, D. C.

South Texas was well represented at the Cherry

Blossom Festival by the King's Rifles Drill Team from A & I College at Kingsville.

The

ROTC boys were here to compete against some 30 other teams for the National Drill Team
Championship.

They missed first place by only 18 points, coming in second to another

group of Texans from A & M.
Our South Texans were a fine-looking bunch of young men, spruce and wellmannered, presenting a vivid contrast to the hippies to whom so much publicity is given.
I was proud to have them visit my office.
have ever enjoyed.

They are among the most honored visitors I

They came to Washington in a bUS, driving straight through in 36 hours

and arriving at Fort Belvoir, where they were quartered, at midnight.

But they were

ready for their competition at 10:30 the next morning, and the day after that they boarded their bus for the long haul back to KingSVille.
Members

of

The statins I3f c1ean-1iving youth!

the group were: Commander Rosendo Solis, Brownsville; Executive

officer Armando cuneros, Premont; Fred Buitron, Brownsville; Eduardo campos, Laredo;
David Saenz, Rio Grande City; Jolumy Hinojosa, Kingsville; Roberto Tovar, Eagle Pass;
J. J. Cantu, Laredo; Oscar Garza, Kingsville; Greg Gomez, San Antonio; Sonny Cavazos,
KingSVille; Fernando Garza, McAllen; Randy Brown, Westport, Conn.; Ricardo Sanchez, Rio
Grande City; Ralph Williams, Woodsboro; Adolfo Vasquez, El Paso; Sherbert Jones, San
Antonio; Carlos Martinez, San Antonio; Eddie Martinez, BrownsVille; Carlos Zapata, Kingsville; Ronnie Sheperd, San Antonio; Mike Lambert, Corpus Christi; David Tijerina,
Driscoll; and Ruben Rodriguez, Brownsville.

Sponaors of the team include Maj. and Mrs.

Michael J. Glendening, assistant professor of military science, and 1st Sgt. and Mrs.
Ronald Giger, military science instructor.

Annette Matocha of Jourdanton, honorary cadet

colonel, and Cynthia Ramos of Kingsville, honorary cadet captain, also accompanied the
group.
Incidentally, our Texas Cherry Blossom Princess was from South Texas,
although not the 15th Congressional District: Miss Brenda Fondren, born in Corpus Christi
and now in Washington with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gene Fondren.

SOtrrH TEXAS WATER PROJECTS

From the Army Corps of Engineers I have

received a current rundown on Corps water resource developments in our area.

For more

than 80 years the Corps, at the direction of Congress, has improved waters, harbors, and
channels.

The Corps of Engineers has jurisdiction over an expanding naVigation program

which includes development of small-craft harbors as well as regulatory functiona.

The Brazos River Island project provides, in addition to channels already
completed, for enlargement of the Browrtsv111eTurn1ng-BBsin

maintenance of an existing

lS-foot deep fishing harbor, construction of an additional slip at the fishing harbor to

~

depth of 15 feet, extension of Brazos Santiago Pass North Jetty, and enlargement of the
channel reaching from the former Goose Island passing basin to the turning basin extensicn.
Enlargement of the approach channel to the turning basin to eliminate a hazardous bend
been accompiishad.

h~s

The additional slip at the fishing harbor was constructed by local

interests with an Economic Development Agency grant and loan.

Total tonnages transported

over this waterway increased between 1937 and 1969 from 411,589 tons to 5,271,102 tons.
The Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, together with its tributary channels, comprises
the major portion of light~draft channels 1n texasi

This waterwaYI extending from tha

Sabine River td Brownsville; 1s of great importance to our area.

The ~ort Isabel small

boat basin; completed several years ago, has been incorporated in the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway System for future maintenance.

An authorized modification of the Port Isabel side

channel provides for deepening the existing project channel to 12 feet and removal of submerged bars at each end of the island to a 12-foot depth.
The Corps of Engineers is continuing a special study to determine the necessity
for and feasibility of providing protection from hurricane flooding to low-lying areas
along the Texas coast.

Studies also are being made, in cooperation with other Feeeral

agencies and the State of Texas, to determine the extent of pollution in coastal bay
systems along the Texas coast and to develop plans for pollution control.

*
WORLD WAR II yETERANS
million veterans of World War II.
mortgage guarantees up to $12,500.

*

*

Certain benefits are still available for the 14.4
All who have not had GI home loans are eligible for
If they had loans with smaller guarantees, they are

eligible for some additional guarantees.

A veteran receiving compensation for dis-

abilities incurred in service may have his payments increased if his condition becomes
worse, and is entitled to free treatment in a veterans' hospital on a priority basis. A
veteran who has no service-connected disability may obtain a pension based on financial
need if he becomes totally disabled from nonservice causes or reaches the age of 65. And
he may obtain free treatment in a veterans' hospital, although only on a space-available
basis.

*

*

*

FEDERAL AID FOR CROP-FREEZE VICTIMS
The nation's disaster-relief progrem
has been extended to cover migrant farm workers thrown out of jobs by crop freezes. This
came about when the President declared this spring's crop failures in Florida a major
disaster after thousands of laborers were out of work because of a severe freeze. This
was the first time the emergency relief program had been used to help victims of crop
failures. Previously, disaster relief was applied to floods, earthquakes, hurricanes ~nd
similar natural calamities.
All· of us in South Texas hope we will-never again lOBe a crop to cold
but if it happens we may be grateful for this precedent.

*

*

*

weat~~r

VISITORS
Visiting my office this week were Mr. Lee Gandy of Donna; Mr.
Herndon Aderhold of Edinburg; Mr. Menton J. Murray, and Mr. Howard M. Kutzenberger, both
of Harlingen; Mr. Elton Key of Mission; Mr. Bill Busch of Pharr; Mr. Jeff Burke, Jr. of
Rio Hondo; Mr. Cass Wojcik of DetroitJMichiganJBoard of Education whose mother lives in
Pharr; and Capt. and Mrs. Dan Rothwell of Valley Forge, Pennsylvania (she is the former
Mary Cano of San Juan).
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