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UTRGV forum
set for Friday
Bailey, Fannin, Santillana to answer questions
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‘Operation Detour RGV’
Lecture details human trafficking, drug smuggling in the Rio Grande Valley
Michelle N. Garcia
THE COLLEGIAN

Jesus Sanchez/Collegian
Student Government Association Public
Relations Vice President Shangir Siddique (left)
will serve as master of ceremonies during the
“Pizza with the Prez” open forum at noon
Friday in the Student Union’s Gran Salón, where
SGA President Eréndira Santillana (center) and
UT Brownsville President at Interim William
R. Fannin will answer questions. They will be
joined by UT Rio Grande Valley President Guy
Bailey.

Jesus Sanchez

COLLEGIAN EDITOR

UT Rio Grande Valley President Guy
Bailey, UT Brownsville President at
Interim William R. Fannin and UTB
Student
Government
Association
President Eréndira Santillana will answer
questions about the new university and
UTB during an open forum scheduled at
noon Friday in the Student Union’s Gran
Salón.
Pizza and soft drinks will be served
after the “Pizza with the Prez” forum.
UTB students, faculty and staff are
invited to attend the forum.
“The purpose for this event is to
spread awareness among the members of
the campus,” said Shangir Siddique, SGA
vice president of public relations. “It’s to
allow them to get some answers that they
might not have already.”
Siddique will serve as the master of
ceremonies.
Bailey, Fannin and Santillana will first
answer questions students submit prior
to the event. Students, faculty and staff
can also ask questions during the event.
Santillana said she hopes the forum
will answer the majority of the questions
students have in regard to academics or
student life.
The University Ambassadors will have
notecards and microphones available for
any member of the university who wants
to ask a question during the event.
“We’re here to answer questions,”
Fannin said. “This is not going to be
a bunch of speeches, so this is not
convocation, where we go through and
give a really long speech and tell what
you want to hear. What this is is we’re
going to respond to questions.”
Members of the UTB campus
community may submit their questions
to the SGA office, which is located in
Student Union 1.28, or via email at sga@
utb.edu.
For more information about “Pizza
with the Prez,” call the SGA at 882-5877.

Saying goodbye
to Provost Artibise
UT Brownsville will bid farewell to
Provost Alan F.J. Artibise during an open
house from 9 to 11 a.m. today in the Office
of the Provost, located in Life and Health
Sciences 2.402. Artibise, who joined the
university in 2009, is retiring. For more
information, call 882-8266.

Two U.S. Border Patrol agents
described the human trafficking and drug
smuggling that takes place on the U.S.Mexico border during a lecture Thursday
in the Student Union’s Gran Salón.
The presentation, given by Agent Joe
Gutierrez Jr. and Supervisory Agent
Marleen Castro, was aimed at informing
the public and helping teenagers stay
away from drug-related crime.
Gutierrez and Castro showed a video
titled “Operation Detour RGV,” which
focuses on three local teenagers who
became involved with this type of crime.
Junior Ramirez, a teenager from La
Joya who is serving 20 years in prison for
the death of nine immigrants, shared his
story and regret in the video. Carolynn
Perez, a 19-year-old high school graduate
from Brownsville who is serving nine
years for transporting 18 kilos of meth,
and Wendy Gomez, of McAllen, who
was sentenced to 40 years at age 15 for
murder, also share their stories.
“We are trying to carry this message
to everyone and make everyone aware
of all these activities that are going on,
especially for the youth, so they can steer
away from that and stay in the right
path,” Gutierrez said.
He and Castro have visited about 90
schools and talked to nearly 50,000
teenagers about the local drug crimes.
They also talk to parents at parental
involvement meetings and conferences.
“I gotta to hand it to Brownsville,”

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
Supervisory Border Patrol Agent Marleen Castro and fellow agent Joe Gutierrez Jr. (center) speak
with junior history major Juan A. Gonzalez (left) after Thursday’s lecture.

Castro said. “BISD is very involved and
I’ve had several parental involvement
meetings with them and they always ask
good questions; and the most important
thing they say is, ‘What do we need to
keep an eye out for? How do we know?
How do we keep our kids from getting
involved in this type of thing?’ Well, sit
down and talk to your kids.”

Shortly after the video, Gutierrez and
Castro answered questions from the
audience.
One audience member asked, “How do
cartels find these kids?”
Gutierrez and Castro replied that in the
majority of cases teenagers get involved
because of someone they know and trust

See BORDER, Page 7

For the love of the Rio
By Héctor Aguilar
THE COLLEGIAN

Seven months and 1,900 miles later,
freelance reporter Colin McDonald
reached the mouth of the Rio Grande on
Friday at Boca Chica Beach as part of The
Disappearing Rio Grande Expedition.
McDonald set out from Stony Pass,
Colo., located in the San Juan Mountains,
in June and has canoed, kayaked and
walked, following the river south to New
Mexico and into Texas and Mexico with
the goal of understanding its importance
and meeting the people the river impacts.
In an interview with The Collegian on
Jan. 19, McDonald said that while the
Rio Grande gets a lot of media coverage,
most of it focuses on border issues,
immigration and homeland security and
not on the river itself.
“The river is changing and most of the
changes are caused by our own actions,”
he said. “I want people to realize that this
is the river that we entirely control and if
we don’t pay attention to it, it’s going to
continue to disappear.”
Through
the
journey
various
photographers have accompanied him
to document the events, such as Erich
Schlegal in Colorado and New Mexico
and Jessica Lutz and Mike Kane in Texas.
McDonald takes various measurements
throughout his expedition, including
the river’s amount of dissolved
oxygen, E.coli, pH, transparency and
temperature, which he posts on his
blog hosted by the Texas Tribue (www.
riogrande.texastribune.org).
Elizabeth Heise, a University of Texas
at Brownsville associate professor of

Photo Courtesy Mike Kane

Colin McDonald canoes the waters of the Amistad Reservoir in Southwest Texas during part of
The Disappearing Rio Grande Expedition, where he traveled 1,900 miles of the Rio Grande, from
Colorado to the Gulf of Mexico.

geology and oceanography, provided
McDonald with standards to calibrate his
equipment for taking the measurements
during part of his passage through the
Rio Grande Valley section of the river.
Heise said McDonald contacted her
last summer before he set out on his
journey because he was interested in
some of the research she had conducted
and wanted to know if he would be able

to pass through an area for which there
was an E.coli concern.
Heise said the impairment is about to
be lifted, but it has taken time because of
the required amount of time something
has to remain clean.
“One of the things I did tell him is
when you turn the bend towards the
international bridge, the thing you see

See RIVER, Page 5
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Popcorn on the Paseo

Visit the Paseo next to the Student
Union for a free bag of popcorn on-thego and punch courtesy of the Office of
Student Engagement at 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday. For more information, contact
the Office of Student Engagement at
engage@utb.edu.

abilities through seminars, workshops,
speaker broadcasts and fun activities.
The deadline to apply is Wednesday. For
more information, email Benita Cruz,
coordinator of new student programs for
the Office of Student Engagement,
at benita.cruz40@utb.edu or call 8825139.

The Office of Student Engagement
will screen a movie at 6 p.m. Wednesday
on the Student Union lawn on a jumbo
inflatable screen. Popcorn will be served
and other refreshments will be sold. For
more information, contact the Office of
Student Engagement at engage@utb.
edu.

The City of South Padre Island seeks
volunteers for its Dune Restoration,
scheduled from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday
at Bougainvillea Beach Access No. 14 on
Gulf Boulevard. Volunteers will plant
native vegetation to enhance the city’s
continuous dune line. All materials will
be provided. Participants are asked to

‘Movie under the Stars’

Dune restoration

Breakfast Bonanza

dress appropriately for the weather.

Several UT Brownsville departments
will serve food from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30
a.m. Friday as part of the Breakfast
Bonanza. View the map at www.utb.
edu/engage for further details. For
more information, contact the Office of
Student Engagement at engage@utb.
edu.

Behavioral Sciences lecture

“Popular Music and the Trauma
of the Spanish Civil War,” a lecture
by Luis Rodriguez-Abad, professor
of sociology in the UT Brownsville
Behavioral Sciences Department,
will be presented at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
in Eidman Hall 1. Admission is free. The
lecture is sponsored by the Center of
Excellence for Latin American and
Iberian Music. For more information,
contact Assistant Professor Susan
Hurley-Glowa at susan.hurley@utb.
edu.

Freshman leadership program

First-year freshmen are invited to join the
Freshmen Leadership Experience
(FLEX) program, which will offer
opportunities for personal development
by increasing leadership potential and
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Are you a current or former tobacco
smoker? Researchers at UT Brownsville
are conducting a study to gather
information about smoking patterns
and quitting from students, faculty and
staff. To take part in this survey, or to get
additional information, email Victoria
Vento at victoria.vento120@utb.edu,
Ivan Avila at ivan_orange117@yahoo.
com, or Associate Professor Matt
Johnson at matthew.johnson@utb.edu.
Participation is voluntary. All responses
will be kept strictly confidential.

Photographers wanted

Volunteer photographers are needed
for the Humans of UTB page. For
more information, visit Cortez Hall
118 or email Student Affairs Marketing
Manager Jennifer McGehee-Valdez
at jennifer.mcgehee@utb.edu.

Volunteers wanted for study

Participate in the study on the emotional
impact of the social networking site
Facebook. Participants are eligible to
win a $5 Starbucks eGift card and be
entered in a drawing for a $100 eGift
Visa card. To participate and for more

Pre-Health Scholarships

The Office of Health Professions
Careers awards 10 scholarships to
top pre-health students. Scholarships
range from $400 to $800 and will be
awarded for Spring 2015. Visit the Office
of Health Professions Careers in Life
Health Science Building 2.822 to
pick up an application. Applications
also can be downloaded from the OHPC
web page, under the Resources tab
http://www.utb.edu/vpaa/csmt/ohp/
Pages/Resources.aspx. The deadline to
submit an application and supporting
documents is Saturday.

Math and Science Academy

The Mathematics and Science
Academy will host information sessions
for incoming high school students.
Admission to MSA is free. Information
sessions will be held Saturday and Feb.
7, Feb. 21, March 21 and April 11. All
sessions start at 10 a.m. in Main Building
Room 2.112. For more information, email
MSA Coordinator Camilla Montoya at
camilla.montoya@utb.edu.

Medical school at Houston

The Office of Health Professions
Careers is accepting applications for
the Houston Assured Admission
Program.
The
program
allows
undergraduate sophomores to interview
and gain admission to the University
of Texas Health Science Center at
Houston Medical School. Students
accepted for an interview will be invited
to Houston to tour the medical school,
meet with first-year medical students and
interview with admissions committee
members. Students may download the
application at http://www.utb.edu/
vpaa/csmt/ohp/Pages/UTBHouston.
aspx. For more information, contact
Program Coordinator Cherie Gallardo
at 882-5059 or email cherie.gallardo@
utb.edu.
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
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information, email isis.lopez@utb.edu.

The following are among the incidents reported to University Police between Jan. 11 and 16

Jan. 11

1:36 a.m.: A University Police officer
conducted a traffic stop on East Van
Buren Street after a 2014 Nissan Frontier
failed to stay in a single lane of travel. The
officer detected a strong odor of alcohol
on the driver’s breath and arrested her
on a Class B misdemeanor charge of
driving while intoxicated. The driver was
transported to the Carrizales-Rucker
Detention Center .
4:27 p.m.: A female resident at the
Casa Bella student housing complex
reported that her ex-boyfriend took her
property without her consent. The exboyfriend told University Police officers
she had some of his property and he

wanted it back. Both parties agreed to
exchange their personal belongings.
University Police officers determined the
ex-boyfriend was not a resident of Casa
Bella or affiliated with the university and
issued him a criminal trespass warning.

Jan. 15

2:51 p.m.: A University Police officer
stopped the driver of a vehicle that
was driving the wrong way on a oneway street. Upon checking the vehicle’s
registration, the officer found the
vehicle had been reported stolen by the
Cameron County Sheriff’s Office. The
Sheriff’s Office confirmed the vehicle was
stolen and dispatched a deputy to the
scene. The driver was not affiliated with

the university and was issued a court
appearance citation for driving the wrong
way on a one-way street. The deputy took
custody of the vehicle and driver.

Jan. 16

10:53 a.m.: The University Police
dispatcher received a call from a female
student who wanted to report her vehicle
had been struck while it was parked in
Lot B2. A University Police officer was
dispatched to the scene and took the
accident report.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras

Farewell, Chief Holguin
Kaila Contreras

Social Media Editor

UT Brownsville’s Acting Chief of Police
Michael Holguin is resigning to become
the new Assistant Chief of Police at the
University of Texas at Arlington starting
Sunday.
Holguin, whose last day at UTB will
be Wednesday, has been with the school
since Jan. 21, 2014, and said working
with University Police was great.
“I can’t brag about them enough,”
he said. “[They’re] a wonderful group
of people and I’m surely going to miss
them.”

Holguin said he decided to move back
to Arlington because most of his family
is there. He spent 25 years there before
coming to Brownsville.
Senior Lt. Reynaldo Treviño will
succeed Holguin as acting chief of police
of UTB and there is currently a search
for an assistant chief of police for the
university.
“Each lieutenant is a commander over
certain parts of the [University Police]
department and because of that, it gives
us more flexibility, more fluidity as far
as the day-to-day operations,” Holguin

See HOLGUIN, Page 7

Michael Holguin

The Collegian

opinion

Monday, January 26, 2015

3

Brownsville’s
‘Baby Boy’
Jesus Sanchez
COLLEGIAN EDITOR

People often ask
me, “What is there
to do for fun in
Brownsville? What’s
so
great
about
Brownsville?”
The
answer is simple:
nothing.
We live in a city
that has no must-see
attractions, a city
that has no extraordinary restaurants, a
city that has practically nothing to offer.
But believe it or not, we live in the best
city in the world.
I have heard countless teenagers and
young adults say, “I can’t wait to get out of
this place!” but they never seem to leave.
I have heard many people say so many
negative comments about Brownsville
and most of them I cannot include in this
column.
I do not blame any of them. I would be
a hypocrite if I said I had not complained
about this city.
I was born in Marietta, Ga., but I grew
up in the International Boulevard and
Southmost Road area of Brownsville and,
like everyone, I have had my share of ups
and downs in this city.
This is a city that no matter how bad
someone speaks of it, it will always be
ready to forgive them. A city that is not
too big and not too small. A city that is
not normal but not too crazy, either.
Brownsville is a city where “restrictions
don’t apply.” Trust me, I know.
I have tried to convince myself in the
past that I hate this city but I can’t. The
only thing I hate is the fact that I am in
love with this city so much.
People say I’m weird and stupid for
that and I could not agree more. They say
it is because I have never lived anywhere
else and maybe they are right. However,
they are wrong in one aspect of that idea.
No other place will ever feel like home.
Brownsville is slowly growing. We
have SpaceX coming here. We have a
new university, the University of Texas
Rio Grande Valley, that will open in
Fall 2015. There are opportunities and
progress being made here.
We may not have Broadway, but we
have the Camille Playhouse. We may
not have the Mall of America, but I bet
no one else has the espiropapas from La
Pulga. We do not have Busch Gardens,
but we have the Gladys Porter Zoo. It is
not the cleanest city but some of us try
our best to Keep Brownsville Beautiful.
New York might be the city that never
sleeps, but Brownsville can give it a run
for its money. Chicago is the Windy City?
Well, Brownsville’s weather is more
unpredictable than knowing whether or
not Leonardo DiCaprio will finally get the
Oscar he deserves.
Trying to make everyone agree that
Brownsville is not as bad as people
make it sound is like trying to convince
everyone “que no era penal” or that
Dallas Cowboys wide receiver Dez Bryant
caught the ball. Some will agree and most
won’t.
Brownsville is the best city in the
world. Feel free to agree to disagree.
I understand that I may not live here
my entire life. I understand that I have
to find success somewhere else if I want
to make this city proud and relevant. I
also understand that everything I’ll own
I’ll make it on my own and everywhere
I go I’ll proudly say that I am from
Brownsville, Texas.
Houston has Beyoncé, New York has
Jay Z, Chicago has CM Punk, Detroit
has Eminem, and Brownsville will have
Jesus Sanchez. As corny as I sound, I am
going to make this place proud and bring
it the recognition it deserves. After all, I
will never turn my back on the city that
made me.

Mystery Word
_ m _g _ l _

15 Seconds: Who do you think is going
to win the Super Bowl and why?
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza
--Photos by Michelle Espinoza

Leticia Montiel
Education junior
“The Patriots are going to win because
they’ve had a really good season and Tom
Brady is going to kill it.”

Elvia V. Hernandez
Texas Southmost College
psychology sophomore
“The Seahawks because they have a good
team. They play very good.”

Emmanuel Torres
Criminal justice sophomore
“I think the [Seattle] Seahawks are going
to win, mainly because I think they have
a really good defense and, honestly, I just
don’t like the [New England] Patriots.
So, I hope they win and I think they’re
going to win, too.”

WATCH

THE COLLEGIAN
NEWS ONLINE

WWW.UTBCOLLEGIAN.COM

Bernard Breidenbach
Estudiante de biología de segundo año

“Creo que los Patriotas
van a ganar el Super
Bowl. Tom Brady
siempre ha sido uno de
mis jugadores favoritos
y el tiene lo necesario
para ganar un partido
de esta importancia”.
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Welcome Weeks: Squeezing in some fun

The Collegian

Hundreds flock to Casa Bella for block party
Michelle Espinoza
THE COLLEGIAN

UT Brownsville students relaxed after
their first week of classes by attending
the Weeks of Welcome Orange Squeeze
Jan. 16 at the university’s student
housing complex, Casa Bella.
The block party featured rides, such as
the “Meltdown” and the “High Strikers,”
plus music, games, chicken wings, a
color paint party and the opportunity to
meet representatives from some campus
student organizations.
The Student Engagement and
Residential Life offices co-sponsored the
event.
“I hope they learn about our clubs and
organizations and join [them],” Student
Engagement Director Heather Olague
said of students attending the event.
“Just have a good time and know that
we’re here to support them as they go
through their college journey, whether

Karina Aguirre/Collegian Photos

Engineering physics-bioengineering freshman Alondra Escobar (left) and engineering physics-computer engineering freshman Christopher Onochie ride
the Tumbleweed during Orange Squeeze, held Jan. 16 at the Casa Bella student housing complex.

Junior biology major Cris Ortiz swings
a sledgehammer at The Hammer
game, part of the Orange Squeeze
activities.

that be an opportunity to de-stress or
to be able to join an organization that’s
going to help them advance with their
goals.”
More than 200 students attended the
block party.
Biology senior Jennifer Frausto enjoyed
the carnival.
“It’s a good turnout. Everyone is excited
and happy to be back,” Frausto said.
Asked how her experience during the

first week of spring classes was, she
replied: “Well, since I am a senior, it was
OK. I’m pretty much used to it, the first
weeks of class, but stuff like this really
does help because you get to hang out
with your friends and it’s a good outlet to,
like, there’s more than just school. There
are other activities.”
The
Communication
Council
was among the clubs that provided
information
about
their
student

organization.
“I think it’s a great turnout,”
communication junior Steven Cavazos
said. “You can see a lot of students really
participating. Everyone’s checking out
different booths here, not just ours, so
students are really getting involved this
semester.”
Cavazos said the Communication
Council was recruiting students and
informing them about its upcoming
Study Abroad trip to Spain.

Personal license plates a big hit
Karina Aguirre
THE COLLEGIAN

Getting a personalized license plate
with a UTB logo drew hundreds of
students to the Student Involvement
Fair.
The photo booth and the personalized
key chains also proved popular at the
event, held Wednesday on the Student
Union lawn.
Vicky Sanchez, a junior bilingual
education major, was among the 250
students who received a license plate.
She thought it was cool and plans to
hang it up on her bedroom wall.

The fair gives students the opportunity
to interact with representatives from
student organizations and university
departments.
“It’s to let our student orgs recruit new
members, to let current students who
aren’t in clubs or maybe are in some
but not others, get familiar with the
organizations that we have and also the
departments that we have on campus,”
said Heather Olague, director of Student
Engagement, which sponsored the fair.
More than 30 organizations participated
in the Involvement Fair, including the
STEMS Mentor Club, Campus Activities
Board, Active Minds Club and the UTB

Feline Dancers. Students left their
contact information with the recruiters
by filling out sign-up sheets.
“Basically, what we try to do is get
kids involved in sports … where they
can participate with other students on
campus,” said Stephen Torres, a senior
government major and recruiter for
University Recreation. “It’s a way for kids
to compete and have fun and stay healthy.
There’s about 80 kids per sport that can
join and play against each other.”
Junior communication major Sadie
Villavicencio signed up to join the

Communication Council at UTB.
“I expect to gain experience and
gain the privilege to work with other
organizations,” Villavicencio said. “[The
Communication Council] gives us an
opportunity to work with the community
and serve it.”
Students who visited at least six booths
received Frito pies or Hot Cheetos with
cheese.

Like us on
facebook.com/utbcollegian

Feedback pays off

Karina Aguirre/Collegian
Clarissa Martinez/Collegian
Edson Almaguer, a senior psychology major, waits for his free personalized license plate, one of the
most popular attractions at the Student Involvement Fair.

Institutional Research, Planning and Effectiveness Executive Director Blanca T. Bauer (left) presents
Brenda Altamirano with an Apple iPad Air electronic tablet, which the senior mathematics major
won Wednesday in a drawing sponsored by the department. Altamirano, who is in the UTeach
program, was among the students entered in the drawing after they filled out the Fall 2014 Course/
Instructor Evaluation survey administered by Institutional Research, Planning and Effectiveness.
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Power in unity and in numbers
Héctor Aguilar

THE COLLEGIAN

About 800 people united forces to
commemorate Jan. 19 as Martin Luther
King Jr. Day of Service and volunteer
in various service projects throughout
Brownsville.
The volunteers helped out at nearly
29 organizations to give back to the
community.
Activities varied from picking up
waste at the Gladys Porter Zoo and
downtown to sorting canned food at
the Good Neighbor Settlement House, a
community center that provides multiple
services, including a soup kitchen.
UT Brownsville Student Engagement
Director Heather Olague, whose office
organized the event, said the MLK Day
of Service can serve as a way for students
to get their foot in the door in terms of
finding volunteer opportunities.
“We really hope that the work doesn’t
end today, that it continues on into the
year and these students they don’t just
make it today’s three hours, they make it
into something they do on a monthly or
weekly basis.”
Campus Activities Board President
Vanessa Sandoval led the 17 volunteers
at the Good Neighbor Settlement House,
located on the corner of 13th and Tyler
streets.
“We’re sorting out cans, anything that’s
expired. … We were cleaning the dining
hall as well and in a little bit we’re going
to go out and clean the facilities and pick
up litter,” Sandoval said.
She loves the fact that people come
out, whether for extra credit or just to
volunteer.
“I think we should have it a little
bit more often because people always
complain about seeing a change, but
it’s a great time for us to be the change
and make it a day on and not a day off,”
Sandoval said.
Members of the UTB sorority Sigma
Psi Delta volunteered at the Good
Neighbor, including Spanish education
senior Paulina Mendoza.
“What we’re doing right now is
we’re stacking all these cans that were
in boxes,” Mendoza said. Some were
expired, others weren’t. So the ones that
aren’t expired, we’re stacking them all up
like corn with corn, green beans, soups
with soups, fruits, all that. The expired

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian
Bilingual education junior Daniela Saldivar (from left), English sophomore Daisy Reyes, early
childhood education junior Yessica Segura and bilingual education senior Paulina Mendoza, all
members of Sigma Psi Delta, sort canned food Jan. 19 at the Good Neighbor Settlement House, one
of 29 sites where students could volunteer during the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service.

cans, we’re taking them out.”
A mile away at the Gladys Porter Zoo,
volunteers formed groups targeting
specific tasks. Some mopped and swept
the South Texas Discovery Education
Center, which opened in November,
others walked the zoo grounds to pick up
litter or cleaned signs to make them more
appealing to zoo guests.
Gladys Porter Zoo Education Assistant
Emma Mitchell said the volunteer work
is appreciated.
“I think it’s a very important day of
service to give back to the community,
and Martin Luther King’s message is very
important for all people to understand
that being united and being together
as one people is very, very important,
especially nowadays with things that are
going on,” Mitchell said. “It’s nice to see
a whole bunch of people willing to give of
themselves.”
She said about 25 students showed up
to give their time.
“We have a lot of new floor space here
at the [South Texas Discovery Center],
so there’s a lot of mopping and cleaning
that they’re doing,” Mitchell said. We
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Obituary

Lorena Gudiño Belden
UT Brownsville’s Office of Global
Engagement will conduct a Celebration
of Life honoring Lorena Gudiño Belden
at 2:30 p.m. Friday in the Main Building’s
Patio Plumeria.

have some young ladies in our graphics
room and they’re actually organizing it
and they’re doing a wonderful job and we
actually have some out on zoo grounds
that are doing garbage pickup and
cleaning some of the signs.”
Nursing freshman Grecia Rodriguez,
who helped mop the rooms at the zoo,
said she found out about the MLK Day
of Service through her professor and
the university website. She enjoys giving
back to the city where she was born and
raised.
“I actually really like to volunteer,”
Rodriguez said. “Last year, I did a
service class where I volunteered at an
elementary school. … It’s a nice feeling,
the accomplishment, once you do
something for someone else without pay,
without reward, without anything.”
Sophomore psychology major and
AmeriCorps member Ashley Campos,
who volunteered at the zoo, said she
wanted to have a good time as well as
help out the community.
“We’re trying to clean as much as
we can,” Campos said, “the windows,
anything that is cleanable, pick up trash,

Miss Gudiño, a junior Spanish
translation major, died Jan. 16 at her
residence in Matamoros, Tamaulipas,
Mexico. She was 20.
She graduated from the Tecnológico de
Monterrey high school in Matamoros and
began her studies at UTB in Fall 2012.
At UTB, Miss Gudiño was a member of
the International Student Organization
and treasurer of the Spanish Club.
She was also a member of the choir at
Iglesia Sagrada Familia in Matamoros.
Previously, she played the clarinet in the
Rio Bravo Wind Ensemble.
Miss Gudiño is survived by her parents,
José Luis and Dolores Gudiño; her
sister, Monica Gudiño Belden; and her
maternal grandmother, Laura Belden, of
Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico.
Services were held Jan. 17 at Iglesia
Catedral de Nuestra Señora del Refugio
in Matamoros.

on the horizon, you see trees,” she said.
“You don’t see any of the buildings of
downtown except the cathedral,” Heise
said. “It’s just such a neat thing that
whoever decided where that cathedral
would be clearly lined it up with the
river.”
Heise said McDonald also asked her
if she had had any safety concerns and
she said she had not but plays it safe by
calling the Border Patrol office to inform
them of her whereabouts and wears
bright-colored clothes to avoid surprising
anyone.
Given the amount of data McDonald
has collected, Heise encourages him to
use it toward a master’s degree.
He has interviewed dozens of people,
including ranchers, farmers, fishermen
and landowners about their use of water
from the river.
Among the people he has met are NASA
astronauts training in New Mexico.
“In New Mexico, we were paddling
through the Rio Grande Gorge and ran
into astronauts in training,” McDonald
said. “They were there from NASA
studying geology, so we spent an
afternoon with them.”
His experience as a journalist and a
fellowship prepared him for the mission.
At the San Antonio Express-News,
he was in charge of covering stories

taking pictures with animals as well and
just enjoying this day and trying to keep
the zoo clean.”
Meanwhile at a third site downtown,
Brenda Joyas, co-manager of the
Brownsville Bike Barn, led a group of
more than 100 participants to paint over
graffiti, pick up trash and sweep Elizabeth,
Adams and Washington streets as part of
“Downtown Beautification.”
“I got together and partnered with
Keep Brownsville Beautiful, which is
Eli De Leon, and we decided to come
together and either do something for
the Bike Barn and our garden or come to
downtown,” Joyas said. With the recent
rain we had a lot of water, so we couldn’t
really do anything there. So, we decided
to come back toward downtown and do
a cleanup of Washington and Adams
streets.”
She said volunteering is important
because it means residents care about
their community.
“MLK means even more, because you
have this gentleman that has given his life
work to show people coming together, we
can get a lot of stuff done,” Joyas said.
Social work freshman and Brownsville
Early College High School student
Miriam Villa participated in the
downtown cleanup, helping to fill dozens
of trash bags.
“This was our first year coming and
we cleaned the streets,” Villa said of the
high school group. “We painted [over]
some graffiti that was mainly on the main
streets, where the stores are.”
Upon finishing their volunteer hours,
participants returned to campus to wind
down and enjoy a free burger meal or
take part in such activities as the water
balloon toss, sumo wrestling, facepainting and dancing to conclude the
celebration.
Biomedical sciences junior Katellen
Gomes, who worked on the logistics
committee for the Day of Service, said
the planning started last summer.
“Honestly, it’s a lot of work, but it’s
really rewarding,” Gomes said. “This is
our last MLK as UTB, but hopefully, as
UTRGV we continue with our tradition
and, hopefully, we can be even bigger
than this.”
The event was sponsored by the Office
of Student Engagement with donations
from H&R Block, Sam’s, Target and
H-E-B Food Stores.
about water. He then studied water laws,
ecology, water policy and the history of
the Rio Grande for nine months as part
of the Ted Scripps Fellowship at the
University of Colorado Boulder.
Shortly before he started the
expedition, he got engaged to his fiancée
and about once a month he goes home or
she visits him at his current location.
To fund his journey, McDonald
conducted two Kickstarter campaigns
that raised more than $17,000, according
to the Kickstarter website.
“So I did two Kickstarter campaigns
and some friends of mine made bars of
soap; I sold those,” he said. “I sold prints
from the project. I got the money from
the Nature Conservancy and private
individuals. I had my own and I used that
money.”
McDonald said he wants to get the
conversation started on matters of the
Rio Grande because it’s ultimately the
people who will decide the river’s fate.
“There are so many people that care
so much about this river and want to
talk about it as a river, don’t want to
talk about it as a border,” he said. “They
want to share that experience with me.
That goes for the guys who are farming
it and the people who want to raft it and
the birders and the cities that are trying
to get water out of it. All these places,
all these civilizations and all these cities
along here, they’re all here because the
river is here.”
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such as a sibling, a boyfriend or
girlfriend or close friend. In the case
of Junior Ramirez, it was his brother
that involved him in the smuggling of
immigrants and Perez’s boyfriend got her
involved in drug smuggling, the agents
said.
Gutierrez advises parents to pay
attention to any behavioral changes
their children might demonstrate, such
as hanging out with different types
of people, being secretive about their
whereabouts or coming home with
expensive items that they cannot afford.
After the presentation, Eduardo Zavala,
a master’s student in public policy,
shared his opinion on the presentation.
“This is a great opportunity for our
student body to be more engaged in
the type of problems that affect our
community.”
Carlos Gutierrez, also pursuing a
master’s in public policy, said he was glad
to learn of the programs being provided
to raise awareness in the community.
“I thought it was really interesting
how they used their video and how they
explained the consequences, and not only
the consequences but also they actually
have programs to engage with the local
community and work with kids who may
have problems.”
Guadalupe
Correa-Cabrera,
an
associate professor and chair of the
Government Department said there was
a large turnout for the presentation.
“And it’s important for our students to
understand these problems and the role
they can have with their families and the
community itself because they are going
to be, in the very near future, the ones
who are making the decisions in terms of
public policy,” Correa-Cabrera said.
The lecture was sponsored by the UT
Brownsville Office of the Provost.

HOLGUIN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
said. “Although it’s important to have a
new chief on line as soon as possible, the
department has functioned with much
less.”
Holguin said the support he has
received from the university was
incredible.
“I’ve actually been blessed to have an
opportunity to come here and be a part of
UT Brownsville for a short period of time
but still, to me, it was a very meaningful
time and I appreciate all the support of
not just the police department … but
really the students, the faculty, the rest
of the UTB staff,” he said. “Everyone
has just been incredible, very warm,
very caring, I’ve gotten a lot of help and
assistance.”
Holguin said he also appreciates
Randy Paredes, chief of operations for
AISI Security, which provides security
for Texas Southmost College; Chet
Lewis, TSC’s vice president for finance
and administration; and Brownsville
Independent School District Chief of
Police Oscar Garcia.
“There’s a lot of people that really
made me feel welcome outside of UTB
also but, as I’ve told everybody that I
come in contact who ask me, ‘What is it
like working in the Valley?,’ I tell them,
‘I’ve never been in a place where I feel so
welcomed and the people are so warm
and the students are great. … My hope is
that we continue to build relationships
with the students and student
organizations and continue police
outreach to assist them with educational
programs to just being there when you
guys just need someone to unlock the car
door for you. And, I’m very confident the
police department will continue with the
customer service mindset and a strong
community outreach.”
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UTRGV student government in the works
Andrea Torres
THE COLLEGIAN

As the foundation of the University of
Texas of Rio Grande Valley is being set so
is the creation of the student government
for the new school.
A
Constitutional
Convention,
comprised of five students from UT
Brownsville and five from the University
of Texas Pan American, is ongoing.
“We currently have a skeleton, a
structure, something to start our work
with that was voted on by our whole
committee and we still need to find the
specifics of the duties of each member
of the student government,” UTB SGA
President Eréndira Santillana said in an
interview Jan. 16.
Once the final draft is completed, it will
be presented to the student body of each
campus in early February for feedback.
This feedback will be considered for the
revision of the proposed constitution and
the student body will then vote on the
document later this semester.
A student senate election could take
place around April, Santillana said.
Asked if there will be an equal number
of representatives from each campus,
Santillana replied: “We are looking [at]
different means of representation by
population. Either equal representation
amongst the different colleges that
UTRGV will have.”
The SGA president also spoke about
University of Texas System Chancellor
Bill McRaven’s visit to both campuses
on Jan. 14. McRaven met with university
officials and the UTB SGA Executive
Board. The news media was not invited
to the meeting.
“He basically wanted feedback from
us in regards to our experience as UTB/
UTRGV students,” Santillana said.
Among the things the SGA Executive
Board suggested were training programs
for the future SGA members and
internship programs for all majors.
Asked if she knew why the media was
not allowed to attend this meeting with

Andrea Torres/Collegian
Student Government Association President Eréndira Santillana (left) administers the oath of office
to newly appointed Senators Florentino Saenz, Sandra Sabas and Marie Romano.

McRaven, Santillana replied: “I honestly
do not know the answer to your question.
I wish I knew. I certainly wasn’t aware
that the media wasn’t allowed to attend.”
During the SGA meeting on Jan.
16, Angelica Corona, vice president
of accounting and finance, presented
an update on the work of the UTRGV
Tuition and Fees Task Force.
On Jan. 13, the task force met with
UTRGV President Guy Bailey and
presented him with the final draft of the
plan.
“There were four points that Dr.
Bailey told the task force: for it to be
transparent, predictable, incentivebased and affordable,” Corona said.
The
draft
plan
recommends
statutory tuition at $50 per credit hour.
Designated tuition varies depending on
the classification of the student:
--Seniors would pay $152 per credit hour
with the first hour being $122;
--Juniors would pay $160.50 per credit
hour with the first hour being $122;
--Sophomores would pay $172.50 per
credit hour with the first hour being
$122;
--Freshmen (who entered UTB or UTPA
in Fall 2014) would pay $177.50 per credit
hour with the first hour being $122;
--Freshmen (who enter in Fall 2015) will
pay $182.50 per credit with the first hour

being $122.
Some fees have been eliminated under
the plan, including the online course fee
and international education fee.
Other fees have been merged into
one. For example, the athletic fee has
been put into the university fee, which
is proposed at $29.10 per credit hour.
Other services included in this fee
are information technology, advising,
records, registration and distance
learning.
Other proposed charges include the
recreation center fee at $75 per student,
the medical services fee at $30 and
student union fee at $30.
In other business, the SGA:
--passed Resolution 10, titled “Monetary
Aid to Student Organizations,” allocating
a total of $2,000 that will be distributed
among student organizations for their
various events. The organizations
must submit an application that will be
reviewed by the SGA’s Executive Board.
--approved
the
appointment
of
Florentino Saenz, senator for the College
of Biomedical Sciences; Sandra Sabas,
senator for the College of Nursing; and
Marie Romano, senator at large.
The next SGA meeting is scheduled at
5 p.m. Jan. 30 in Main Building 2.502.

Survey to help Brownsville’s homeless
Oscar Castillo

THE COLLEGIAN

The City of Brownsville’s Office of
Grant Management and Community
Development will conduct a survey
to determine the number and living
conditions of homeless people in the city.
The Point-in-Time Survey began last
Thursday and continues through this
Thursday. It is aimed at helping the
homeless in Brownsville, some of whom
are students at UT Brownsville.
Julia Denisse Lash, social services
coordinator for the Office of Grant
Management
and
Community
Development, explained the purpose
of the survey and what the department
hopes
to
accomplish
during
a
presentation conducted before the City
Commission meeting on Tuesday.
“The survey will attract public
awareness and, most importantly, it will
attract further resources to our area,”
Lash told the commission. “Every city
that receives federal funding from [the
U.S. Department of Housing of Urban
Development] is mandated to conduct
the survey every two years, but as a
common practice we do it every year.”
In an interview after the presentation,
Lash told The Collegian that there are
many people experiencing homelessness
in Brownsville. In previous years there
have been between 500 and 845 homeless
individuals who take the survey.
She said all individuals who take the
survey will receive a bag that includes

hygiene products and a blanket. Some
bags contain handmade toys for their
animal companions.
Asked how many UTB students are
homeless, Estela Martinez, coordinator
for the Center for Civic Engagement,
replied, “To be honest, we don’t know
that. I don’t believe that is something
anybody is addressing on campus. … It
is really difficult to track a student unless
they seek assistance. … Out of my own
experience, I have had conversations
with three students; one in the borderline
of homelessness, homelessness and
one that we ended up helping with in
Casa Bella. This is something that is
underreported, I believe.”
If a person lives in substandard
housing or in temporary housing, such
as a hotel, it is considered homelessness
because that is not permanent housing,
Martinez said.
“Permanent housing will be a fixed
structure that has access to water, heat
and electricity,” she said. “If you don’t
have those things, you are technically
homeless. Even if you live in a house with
two or three families, it’s still not your
home. ”
Students can sign up to volunteer to
administer the survey at four locations
throughout the city: the Brownsville
Adult Literacy Center, the Good Neighbor
Settlement House, the Ozanam Shelter
and Friendship of Women.
The volunteers will then approach the
homeless throughout the city.
“This year is the one that counts. This

year is the one that decides what kind
of benefits we receive for the area,”
Martinez said.
For
more
information
about
volunteering and donations for the
project, call UT Brownsville’s Office of
Civic Engagement at 882-4300 or email
Martinez at estela.martinez105@utb.
edu.
During
the
regular
meeting,
Commissioner At-Large “B” Rose Gowen
read former Commissioner At-Large
Estela Chavez Vasquez’s resignation
letter, which states, in part: “ … Due to
circumstances beyond my control, I will
not be able to complete my term in office.
…”
The resignation was effective Jan. 9.
Chavez Vasquez’s term was set to expire
in May.
“I would also note that Estela moved
out of the city limits,” Gowen said after
reading the letter.
City Attorney Mark Sossi added:
“Under Article V, Section IV of the
[City] Charter, moving outside the city
limits, you give up your position as
commissioner.”
The commission authorized the
continuation of a $4.50 Passenger
Facility Charge at the Brownsville/South
Padre Island International Airport. The
fee will be charged when passengers buy
their airplane tickets.
Aviation Director Larry Brown said the
fee generates more than $300,000 per
year and is used for capital improvements
at the airport.
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