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FOR RELEASE:

16 March 1972

FROM:

Kika de la Garza

92-319

WASHINGTON, D C -- Weather is of such vital importance to the economy of
South Texas that improvements need to be constantly sought in reporting and forecasting
conditions that could affect our agricultural producers.

Recently my attention was

called to a reported decline in the amount and kind of weather information made available under the new teletype transmission format.

Such information, regularly broadcast

by South Texas radio and television stations and published in newspapers, is of direct
and immediate concern to many people.
Not long ago I urged the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(which is the rather high-toned name the old Weather Bureau goes under nowadays) to
expand the scope of the weather information offered in South Texas.

And I have just

been informed by the director of the National Weather Service that the Weather Wire
serving the Valley now includes agricultural interpretation of the observed and forecast
weather, plus shippers' forecasts.

Also, the Weather Wire Service from Brownsville

provides data on the relative humidity, serving as an indicator of moisture or drying
conditions in the area.
In addition, arrangements are being completed to have temperature forecasts and roundups exchanged, during periods of severe weather, among weather offices
at BrownSVille, Lakeland, Fla., and Pomona, Calif.

This exchange will be via an in-

ternal National Weather Service teletypewriter circuit used for transmission of radar
and other type warnings.

The information-will be further disseminated from the

Brownsville office through the Weather Wire Service to radio and television stations
in the

Valley~

These arrangements or similar arrangements, I am told, will be carried

over into future winter seasons.
So who says nothing can be done about the weather?

* * * * * * * * *
EISENHOWER DEDICATION

Members of the Texas State Society of Washington

will gather for their annual business meeting and brunch on Sunday, March 19, at the
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.

This will be the last meeting which I will

attend as president of the Society, but something more important than that will take
place.

Honor will be paid to Texas-born Dwight D. Eisenhower, with the unveiling of

a bust of the former President in a ceremony to be held, appropriately, in the Kennedy
Center's Eisenhower Theater.
of the Center.

A large reception and luncheon will follow in the Atrium

A strong South Texas flavor will be in eVidence on this occasion, the
spotlight being turned on a display of the remarkable costumes created for the 1972
Hission Citrus Fiesta.

This will be a style show such as few members of the State Soci·

ety have had the privilege of witnessing.

The raw materials of the creations to be

modeled include citrus fruits, peels, membrane and seeds; such vegetables as carrots.
squash. pumpkins; flowers ranging from bougainvillea to roses, hibiscus, morning glories
and hollyhocks. and many other forms of Valley vegetation••never seen in this

p~rt

of

the countryl
Valley girls scheduled to model during the show are Mary Kay Thompson,
Diane Duncan and Mary Kay Deventer. all of Mission; Carolyn Crews (Miss TexaSweet) and
Mrs Beverly Levermann. both of McAllen, and Diana Longoria Smith, formerly of Mission
and now liVing in the District of Columbia.
TexaSweet grapefruit will be used for table decorations, and.bags of Ruby
Red grapefruit will be given as favors to those attending.

Naturally, I sm pleased and

proud that my term as president of the State Society will be closed with such a stm:ning
affair.

* * * * * * * *
~ ~~

*

•• Everybody is cost-conscious these days, and with reason,

but a warning should be sounded against penaliZing the livestock producer, as hes been
suggested, by increasing import meat quotas in an effort to force down domestic live·
stock prices.

The truth is that livestock producers are at present receiving about the

same prices they did more than 20 years ego, while haVing to pay increased inflationary
costs of equipment, feed, production and labor.
As for food in general, a recent U.S. Department of Agriculture report
showed that, on an average. in 1971 only 38 cents out of every dollar the CO:1sumer
spent for food went to the farmer, down a penny from the preceding year.

The report

also pointed out that the annual average food bill for consumers rose from $2,223 to
$2.244, with only a do1br of the $21 increase going to the producers.

The remaining

$20 went to pay for higher labor costs and increased costs of packaging and

tr~~s-

portation.
It's easy enough to point the finger of blame at the farmer when food
price. go up, but a knowledge of the facts absolves him.

* * * * * * * * *
VISITORS

Visiting my office from home this past week were Mr and Mrs

Alton R Barker of McAllen; Mr D Alexander of BrownSVille; Dr and Mrs John A Ferris, Jr.
with their children Kaki, Tita and Christopher of Harlingen; Debra Henry and Frank
Dudley of Santa Rosa, who are in Washington with the Presidential Classroom Program;
and Hr Ricardo Hinojosa of Rio Grande City.

*

*

* * * * * * *

