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GOIN’ UP

MTV poll:
Young people
jaded by
slurs online

Border
Concerns

Associated Press

personnel contracts from
“UTB/TSC” to “TSC” and
to extend the contract
period.
The current policy states
that “no contracts shall
be offered or approved for
personnel for any period
longer than 24 months.”
In other business, the
board:
--tabled action on the
Fort Brown Memorial Golf
Course contract
--authorized
Chet
Lewis,
interim
vice
president for Finance and
Administration, to move

WA SHI NGT ON- Young people immersed
in the online world are
encountering racist and
sexist slurs and other
name-calling that probably
would appall their parents
and teachers. And most
consider it no big deal, a
new poll says.
Teens
and
twentysomethings say in
an Associated Press-MTV
poll that people feel freer
to use hurtful language
when texting on their cell
phones or posting to sites
like Facebook than they
would face to face. Half
the young people regularly
see discriminatory slang-including racial taunts
and words like “slut,” ‘‘fag”
and “retard”--and the
majority say they aren’t
very offended by it.
Those surveyed are
twice as likely to say biased
slurs are used to be funny
as they are to think that the
user is expressing hateful
feelings toward a group of
people. Another popular
reason: to sound cool.
“They might be really
serious, but you take it as a
joke,” said Kervin Browner
II, 20, a junior at Oakland
University in Rochester,
Mich. He’s black but says
the ugly words he sees are
generally aimed at women,
not minorities.
And although Browner
doesn’t like it, he doesn’t
protest when his friends
use those words on Twitter.
“That’s just how it is,” he
said. “People in their own
minds, they think it’s cool.”
When the question is
asked broadly, half of
young people say using
discriminatory words is
wrong. But 54 percent
think it’s OK to use them
within their own circle of
friends, because “I know
we don’t mean it.” And they
don’t worry much about
whether the things they
tap into their cell phones
and laptops could reach
a wider audience and get
them into trouble.
Those who use slurs are
probably offending more
people than they realize,
even within their own
age range. The poll of 14to 24-year-olds shows a
significant minority are
upset by some pejoratives
they encounter online,
especially
when
they
identify with the group
being targeted.
“It’s so derogatory to
women and demeaning, it
just makes you feel gross,”
Lori Pletka, 22, says about
“slut” and more vulgar
words aimed at women.
The Southeast Missouri
State University senior said
she regularly sees other
offensive terms, too--for
black people, Hispanics
and gays.
But even the most
inflammatory racist slur
in the AP-MTV poll--the
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U.S. Rep. Blake Farenthold (R-Texas) questions panel speakers on border security during the Sept. 19 forum, held in the UTB/TSC Arts Center. Also shown is David Polin,
Farenthold’s legislative assistant and a former UTB/TSC Student Government Association president.

Local officials tell congressmen about
safety concerns, perceptions at forum
By Francisco Garza
THE COLLEGIAN

Local officials say they need
more federal funds to keep the
border safe.
Republican U.S. Representatives
Ted Poe and Blake Farenthold
heard the testimony of 10
witnesses during the Secure the
Border forum, held Sept. 19 in the
UTB/TSC’s Arts Center.
Roland Garcia, a special ranger
for the Texas and Southwestern
Cattle Raisers Association, told the
congressmen about the problems
concerning farmers and ranchers
on the border.
“I cover eight counties, and I
deal with ranchers day in and day
out. … They are faced with border
violence, they call it the quiet and
fearsome enemy,” Garcia said.
He said it was called quiet
because the victims are afraid to
report the crimes.
“When I speak to these people
you notice the stress on their face,”
Garcia said, adding that farmers
fear for their lives. “The truth of

the matter is South Texas farmers
and ranchers are held at gunpoint
with fear.”
Brownsville
Mayor
Tony
Martinez disagreed with the
overall consensus of safety in
Brownsville.
“I don’t intend to downplay the
fact that we have border issues,
but I want the people to know
that Brownsville is a safe city,”
Martinez said.

WE THINK ...
The Collegian has something to say about border
security and the community’s role. See Page 4.

Martinez told the congressmen
that to fix the border violence
problem, priorities must be shifted.
“If there is a solution to the
problem, I think we have to focus
on local law enforcement. ... I can
tell you for sure that the border wall
is not a solution to this problem,”
he said.
Martinez
reiterated
that
Brownsville is a safe community
and that “we are open for business.”

Brownsville Police Department
Chief Carlos Garcia echoed
the
mayor’s
suggestion
of
more dependence on local law
enforcement.
“I admire and respect our
federal law enforcement brothers,
but they can’t do it alone. … Local
law enforcement is and has always
been the first line of defense to
their community,” the police chief
said.
He also expressed concerns
about his department’s budget,
saying he has seen a trend of
reduced funding for local law
enforcement since the terrorist
attacks on Sept. 11, 2001.
“The last several years we have
applied for federal funding to
hire additional officers so we may
start addressing potential border
violence issues before they become
a reality, but each and every time
we have been denied,” Garcia said.
“The U.S.-Mexico border is not in
San Antonio, Dallas or Houston,
the U.S.-Mexico border starts or

See BORDER, Page 6

TSC board OKs work on new personnel policies
By Francisco Garza
THE COLLEGIAN

The Texas Southmost
College board of trustees
has
authorized
the
development of personnel
policies and compensation
packages
for
faculty
members to be employed
by the school.
Robert
Furgason,
a
consultant on the TSC
transition
team,
told
the board during its
meeting last Thursday
that some policies need to
be established for future
employees.
Furgason said there are

Héctor Aguilar/collegian

Newly appointed Texas Southmost College President Lily Tercero addresses the
board of trustees during a meeting last Thursday in Gorgas Hall.

three different types of
future TSC employees.
“Some
are
current
employees of the University
of Texas at Brownsville,
others are new employees,
others are those who come
under the conditions of the

partnership,” he said. “We
would propose to bring to
you a series of personnel
policies associated with
each group of employees.”
The board conducted
the first of two readings
on changing the name in
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Tues.

Mon.
‘Theology on Tap’
The Catholic Campus
Ministry hosts
“Theology on Tap” at
7 p.m. in Cobbleheads,
located at 3154
Central Blvd. Bishop
Raymundo Peña will
discuss your faith in a
relaxed, social setting.
For more information,
call Misael Madrigal at
640-3879.

Casa Bella
Jewish New Year
Mandatory Advising
Rosh Hashanah,
Academic Advising the Jewish New Year,
will host a mandatory begins at sundown.
academic advising
The holiday, aka the
event from 5:30 to 8 Feast of Trumpets,
p.m. in the Casa Bella announces the
Clubhouse computer new moon and is
lab. Meet with an
celebrated through
academic adviser and personal introspection
clear your academic
and wishing friends
advising requirement and family well.
while in the comfort of
your own home.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOOTBALL!
The Office of Student
Life
invites
students
to
Monday
Night
Madness, a viewing event
for the game between the
Washington
Redskins
and Dallas Cowboys, at 6
p.m. today in the Student
Union’s Gran Salon.
There will be snacks, fun,
games and giveaways
before kickoff. For more
information, call Student
Life at 882-5138.
JOB FAIR
Career
Services
invites students of all
majors, alumni, faculty
and staff to a job fair from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday
in the Student Union’s
Gran Salon. For more
information, call Employer
Relations
Coordinator
Mario Torres at 8825627.
JAZZ SHOW
The UTB/TSC Arts
Center
hosts
the
jazz
ensemble,
The
Yellowjackets, as part of
its Signature Series from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Friday.
Tickets are $6 for students.
For more information, call
the box office at 882-8587.
BUILDING LEADERS
The Office of Student
Life invites students and
student
organizations
to attend the Building
Leaders
Through
Service seminar at 8 a.m.
Saturday in the Student
Union’s Gran Salon. This
program involves students
in community service

Wed.

activities that grow their
personal
development
through
servant
leadership.
For
more
information, call Student
Life at 882-5138.
VOLUNTEER
The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service invites
volunteers to restore the
natural habitat of the Rio
Grande Valley and plant
seedlings at the Cottam
tract from 8 a.m. to noon
Saturday. The Cottam
Tract is south of the Town
of Granjeno. From U.S.
Hwy. 83, go south on FM
494/South Shary Road
for nearly 4.5 miles. At
Granjeno, turn left (south)
across
the
floodway
across from City Hall.
Once on the levee, follow
directional signs. For more
information, call the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service
at 784-7500 or the Valley
Proud Environmental
Council at 412-8804.
CEMETERY CLEANUP
The
Brownsville
Historical Association
seeks volunteers for its
cleanup of the historic
Old City Cemetery,
scheduled at 8 a.m.
Saturday. The cemetery is
located at East Madison
and Fifth streets. For
more information, call
Josie Cisneros, Old City
Cemetery Center assistant,
at 541-5560.
TALENT SHOW SIGN-UP
The Office of Student
Life seeks participants for
the student talent show

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

Sun.

IT!

Cosplay for
Cancer
The Cosplay Cares
Coalition and Walk
for Women charity
present a free, threeday mini-convention
starting at 3 p.m. in
the Comfort Suites
Beachside Hotel
on SPI. Enjoy
many events in
the presence of
your favorite anime
characters.

Music and Cars for
Fire Awareness

Adopt-A-Dog
Month

Home Depot presents
a Fire and Safety
Awareness event
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the Home Depot
location on Padre
Island Highway. Enjoy
food, a car show and
live music by Nestor
Treviño, Tzu Gardens,
The Cutters and Grupo
Herencia.

Do you need an
exercise buddy or a
best friend? October is
the American Humane
Association’s AdoptA-Dog Month. If you
have been thinking
about adopting a
homeless pooch, call
the Brownsville Animal
Regulation and Care
Center at 544-7351.

Curious about sex
and how to protect
yourself? Student
Health Services hosts
“Let’s Talk About It”
from 7-10 p.m. in the
Casa Bella Clubhouse.
The first 10 guests
will receive a $5 gift
card to McDonalds
and free pizza will be
served.

Noche de Estrellas,
scheduled at 7 p.m. Oct. 5
in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
The deadline to sign up
is Friday at Student Life.
For more information, call
882-5138.
JEWELRY SALE
Professional Women
Speak
is
accepting
donations of new, slightly
used, vintage and fashion
jewelry for its annual
Treasure
Chest
Jewelry Sale, scheduled
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct.
6 in the Endowment
Courtyard.
Please
deliver your jewelry to
Olga Garcia at Oliveira
Library room 230, or
call Ext. 7015 to arrange
a pickup. Purchases will
raise funds for the PWS
Student Scholarship Fund.
For more information, call
Juanita Urbano at 8828224.
SCIENCE CONFERENCE
The
24th
annual
Rio
Grande
Valley
Science
Association
Conference
will
be
conducted from 7 to 9 p.m.
Oct. 7 and 7 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Oct. 8 at PSJA North
High School, 500 E. Nolana
Loop in Pharr. Friday will
feature University of Texas
at Austin petroleum and
geosystems
Professor
Jon Olson. Admission is
free. Saturday will offer
hands-on
workshops
and
science
activities
presented by local and
state
scientists
and

professors. Attendees may
receive education credits
for their attendance. For
more
information
on
registration or scheduled
events,
call
Karen
McNallen at 571-5428.
WORLD SPACE WEEK
The Department of
Physics and Astronomy
is seeking volunteers for
World Space Week from
3 to 8 p.m. Saturday Oct.
8 in the International
Technology, Education
and
Commerce
Center.
Opportunities
for
receiving
UNIVU
credit are available. For
more information, contact
obser vator y@phy s.utb.
edu.
PHOTO COMPETITION
“Life Through the
Lens,” an annual juried
photo exhibit presented by
the UTB/TSC Student
Union, is accepting photo
submissions to be unveiled
in El Gran Salon Oct.
10. Entry forms may be
picked up in Student
Union 1.20. An electronic
copy of the entry form
may be requested from
patricia.m.longoria@utb.
edu or may be downloaded
at
www.utb.edu/
studentlife. The deadline
for submissions is Oct. 3.
STUDY ABROAD
UTB/TSC
students
are invited to attend
“To Study at UTB or
Abroad” from noon to
1 p.m. Oct. 13 in Tandy
Hall 113. This workshop
includes
students’

POLICE REPORTS
The following are among the incidents reported
to Campus Police between Sept. 6 and 10.
Tuesday, Sept.6
8:26 a.m.: A student reported that his
parking permit was mailed to the wrong
address.
9:36 a.m.: A fire alarm sounded in room F8
of the International Technology, Education
and Commerce Center. The building was
evacuated and after inspection of the area, no
smoke was detected.
1:16 p.m.: A student who reported that he
never received his parking permit in the mail
had to pay $1 to get a new one.
1:59 p.m.: Residents at Casa Bella reported
that they had not seen their roommate in
more than two weeks. The student was later
found.
3:14 p.m.: A Campus Police officer
responded to a computer theft in progress
in the Education and Business Complex.
The laptop, valued at $500, was returned to
the owner and the suspect was arrested on a
charge of theft, a Class B Misdemeanor. He
was transported to the Carrizales-Rucker
Detention Center.

Wednesday, Sept.7
Noon: A student reported that she was
assaulted at 8:30 p.m. the night before by three
men who attempted to steal her belongings as
she was exiting the International Technology,
Education and Commerce Center. She was
able to get away and injured one of her
attackers as they fled the scene in a vehicle.
The student suffered no major injuries.
12:37 p.m.: Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial
Library staff reported that a student and a
visitor were having a verbal dispute.
1:10 p.m.: The owner of a Pontiac Grand Am
reported that the car sustained a dent on the
left passenger’s door while it was parked in
the International, Technology, Education and
Commerce Center lot.
3:43 p.m.: A student reported that her
parking permit was stolen from her vehicle.
7:10 p.m.: A Mercury Mariner and a
Chevrolet Cobalt sustained damage after
colliding in Lot O. No injuries were reported.
The combined damage was estimated at
$1,800.
Thursday, Sept.8
11:40 a.m.: A student reported that his
parking permit flew out of his Jeep while

perspectives
to
study
abroad or stay at UTB;
discover
academic,
personal
and
career
benefits.
STEMS RUN/WALK
The STEMS Mentor
Club
invites
the
community to the 12th
annual UTB/TSC Run/
Walk taking place at 7:30
a.m. Oct. 15 at the UTB/
TSC Garza Gymnasium
Annex. Early registration
is $10 and $15 the day of the
race. For more information
on the various races,
registration deadlines or
to register, go to blue.utb.
edu/stems under “current
events.”
HEART WALK
The American Heart
Association will conduct
its annual Brownsville
Heart Walk from 7:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 22 at
the Brownsville Sports
Park. The purpose of the
event is to encourage the
community to take healthy
steps toward a hearthealthy lifestyle. For more
information, call Caitlin
Martone at (888) 4337220, Ext. 2432.
--Compiled by Michelle
Serrano

FOR SALE
Chevrolet Cobalt 2007, white,
four doors, 66,000 miles, $7,395.
Contact 956-408-2649

Need a classified ad?
Call us at 882-5143.

driving on the expressway. The student was
advised to buy a new one.
2:47 p.m.: A Ford Mustang accidentally
struck a pedestrian in Lot V. The victim was
able to walk out of the area safely and declined
emergency medical services.
4:30 p.m.: A trash can outside North Hall
caught fire. Campus Police put out the flames
with an extinguisher and then poured water
inside to prevent it from reigniting. Police said
the possible cause of the fire was a burning
cigarette. UTB/TSC is a tobacco-free campus.
9:49 p.m.: Two black chargers were found in
SET-B 2.548.
Friday, Sept.9
4:24 p.m.: A student reported that an
unknown male borrowed her calculator and
left the area without returning it.
--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz

Correction
In the Estudiante de Hoy profile published
Sept. 19, the age listed for Jamie Darlene
Cisneros was incorrect. Cisneros is 28.
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Two new bike racks for
Student Union
SGA also hears complaints
about Scorpion Metro buses

By Stephanie Mendez

THE COLLEGIAN

Student Union representatives told the Student
Government Association that they will place two bicycle
racks outside Scorpion Café, each with the capacity to
hold up to eight bikes.
Student Union Assistant Director Patricia Longoria
told The Collegian Thursday afternoon that they plan
to have the racks available by the end of the semester, if
not, by the beginning of Spring 2012. She added that the
Student Union is only waiting on final prices from the
Physical Plant, but they will try to get them at the lowest
possible price.
“The increased use of bikes on our campus poses the
challenge in the Student Union mostly because there’s
not any bike racks to secure these bikes when they’re
not in use,” Longoria told the SGA during its meeting
last Tuesday.
She said the Union is “proposing the installation of
two bike racks that have the combined capacity to hold
up to 16 bikes, so each rack could hold up to eight. … The
estimated cost for each of the bike racks is between $500
and $900. … That price will include the freight charges,
so we have to have them shipped because there’s not
anywhere here that we know of that manufactures
them. … And then, there’s a $20 charge from Physical
Plant to install the rack.”

Student Union Asssitant Director Patricia Longoria talks about the proposal to set up
two bicycle racks outside the Student Union building. In the background are College
of Liberal Arts Senator Carlos Gutierrez (center) and Freshman Senator at Large
Mauricio García.

Student Life Director Sergio Martinez, who oversees
the Union, told the senate the priority at the moment is
to build those bike racks for students to use when they
visit the Student Union.
“Last year we were trying to go with the bike racks
but we didn’t because … we had to replace the projector
in El Gran Salon, which is a big project, and originally
it was valued at $80,000 and after we renegotiated, we

Sergio SalazaR/collegian

UT-Brownsville President Juliet V. García will take part in NBC’s 2011 Education
Nation Summit, scheduled at 10 a.m. Tuesday in Rockefeller Center.

García tapped for
NBC’s Education
Nation Summit
By Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
The Collegian

Héctor Aguilar/collegian photos
Two bicycle racks outside the Student Union building will have the capacity to hold
16 bikes, eliminating the need to tie them up to light posts.

were able to bring it down to $37,000. … This year, our
priorities are the bike racks, and also the replacement
of all the meeting rooms’ projectors, screens,” Martinez
said.
College of Liberal Arts Senator Carlos Gutierrez
presented some students’ complaints about Scorpion
Metro bus Route 14. Some of the complaints that have
been brought to his attention are reckless driving, late
arrivals and mistakes in the routes the drivers take.
Gutierrez said the bus used for Route 15 is in bad
condition, having broken down “several times.”
“I use it every day, so I know that some of these
complaints are true, but I also know that the problem is
not only the drivers. … There are other problems that I
think we should address with the office,” he said.
Gutierrez urged the SGA to conduct a survey on
Blackboard, asking students for feedback on the bus.
However, he will first conduct an informal survey by
asking students who use that route for feedback.
After conducting the survey, Gutierrez plans to
present a resolution to improve the situation.
Freshman Senator Jose Chavez, who was elected
earlier this month, took the oath of office.
The senate approved the appointment of senior
international business and marketing major Almendra
Garcia as senator of the School of Business, freshman
management major Mauricio Garcia as senator at large,
junior biology major Julio Cesar Ramos and sophomore
biology/Spanish translation major Yareli Iglecias as
senators of the College of Biomedical Sciences and
Health Professions.
The SGA approved Resolution 6, which authorizes
spending no more than $500 for a printer, ink and office
supplies that will be used throughout the academic year.

UT-Brownsville President Juliet V. García will be a
panelist in NBC’s Education Nation Summit, scheduled
at 10 a.m. Tuesday.
A few weeks ago, García received a call from NBC,
asking her to serve on the panel to discuss the present
condition of education, including slow graduation and
dropout rates.
The president said one challenge facing education
today is the number of students who are not enrolled
full time. Students tend to enroll for minimum hours
because they have other responsibilities, such as work.
She said students need to take 15 credit hours per
semester to earn a bachelor’s degree in four years.
“If you sat out for a semester, if you have to work more
than 20 hours a week, all of those are impediments to
getting a degree,” García said in an interview Friday
morning with The Collegian.
The president said that issue can be solved by
encouraging students to work on campus.
“Students here at UT-Brownsville, who work on
campus in an area that they want to study in, complete
more hours per semester, have a higher GPA and are
much less likely to drop out of school,” she said.
Asked how UTB/TSC’s graduation rate compares with
other schools, García replied, “not well.”
Because so many of the students are not prepared for
college-level courses, they take remedial classes and
are behind. García said if students come to UTB/TSC
more prepared by taking advanced placement and Dual
Enrollment courses, the graduation rate will greatly
improve.
“What we are trying to do is to say … you need to
go elsewhere to get college ready, and come to UTBrownville when you are ready to start your freshman
classes,” García said. “Then you are going to see our
graduation rate skyrocket.”
The president said it is a privilege to serve in the
summit, and hopes viewers will be able to understand
the measurement of value in education.
Of the many issues to be discussed, García said “all
[are] trying to focus on how can we produce more college
graduates in the United States at a time when the United
States needs us to succeed more badly than ever.”

Flexible Retirement Income
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT

(956) 542 - 1775

Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
LD3916-08/09

4 | OPINION

September 26, 2011

the collegian

Where does the money go?

“The current issue I have is how little my financial
aid money seems to [cover]. I get
over two grand for my semester,
and it’s not enough to pay for
what I need. … I was lucky
enough to have enough money
to rent a book, let alone buy my
books. Not only that, I’m in a
couple of art classes and the art
supplies that I need are going to be
more than a couple of hundred dollars.”

Texas Ruiz
Junior Spanish translation major

Server down

“The [Scorpion Online] servers are always down. …
That’s a big problem, because if
you have to make payments, if
you need to check up on your
financial aid, how can you do
that if the server is always
crashed?”

Daniel Garcia
Junior English/art major

Parking space

“I have a hard time finding a place to park. The
campus can make other parking
lots, or make more spaces. We
have classes in one building, and
then we have to run to another
because we have little time to
go.”

Priscilla Perez
Freshman marketing major

Do you have beef? If so, contact Collegian Reporter Marlane Rodriguez at
882-5143
--Compiled by Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
--Photos by Leslie Barrientos

Letters
to the editor

Speak out on parking fee hike

By now, the 300 percent parking permit fee increase
should be a huge topic of discussion, especially if a
student will not be attending for more than half of
the parking fee time frame. When I went to purchase
my parking permit, I was dumbfounded [by] the
price. There was no opt out or fee specific to students’
projected semester plans.
I am a graduating senior this semester and I had
to pay $60 for a parking permit that expires on Aug.
31, 2012. Why do I have to pay for a parking fee for a
time frame when I no longer will be a student at UTB?
It is moronic, not to mention insensitive, to today’s
struggling economy. This is a desperate attempt to
find strategic and sneaky ways to squeeze money out
of students because [UTB/TSC’s] budget has been
jeopardized. Last I checked, universities are not for
profit.
I request you speak out about the outrage most
students have on the dramatic [price] increase on
parking permits this semester, especially in unique
circumstances such as mine.
Beatrice Mercado
Senior business administration major

Health concern

I just read the article concerning the UTB student
who had a needle [allegedly] reused on her [“Unsettled
by experience at Student Health Services,” news story,
Sept. 19] and I am extremely outraged and concerned
as a student that such a thing could possibly be going
on in our Student Health Department, let alone this
university.

See LETTER, Next Page

EDITORIAL

By the border, being safe?
Between the lectures, exams, finding a parking space
and waiting in line for your Starbucks order, does
border safety come into mind? Do you forget we live in
a border city?
Unless you are traveling into Mexico, most concerns
about safety can be swept under a rug, and no one will
say a word.
Although we live in the United States, protected by
a layer of a quasi-military base, an invisible fear still
exists. Articles written for The Brownsville Herald and
by The Collegian do not use the name of the reporter
because of “safety concerns.”
“I won’t lose sleep over it,” or, “I am safe if I don’t get
involved” are statements we have turned into maxims.
A paradox emerges, though, with the acceptance of
that last statement. If the residents of an area do not
get involved with their own safety, or even take the
daily or weekly steps to ensure it, how can they sleep
peacefully? Being blissfully ignorant only takes you so
far.
The echoes of gun shots or breaking reports of
international bridge closures do their part to awake us
from any “peaceful” slumber we may be enjoying.
But, then, it’s back to “normal”--whatever that
means--because unlike some city smack dab in the
middle of Oklahoma, we live in liminality.
We are not necessarily advocating for hundreds of
nonprofits dedicated to border safety awareness to
emerge (although that could be wonderfully beneficial),
but a sense of pride, first and foremost, for our area.
Without that, apathy and disinterest will breed--if it

already has not happened.
Some people may say the bad publicity caused by
stirring the proverbial pot is not worth it, but can we
believe that bad connotations are not already prevalent
in the greater United States?
When University of Texas System Student Regent
John Davis Rutkauskas came to campus last fall
semester, he said there was worry about UTB/TSC in
the northern part of the state. He asked the students
who were meeting with him how they felt about the
then-recent violence; most shrugged it off and said life
was moving along like normal.
Sure, that shows an admirable perseverance but such
an attitude can make us overlook important questions
that remain unanswered.
What have municipal officials been doing to catch
the “bad guys”? What are the potential impacts of an
increased federal presence? Do we need more money to
combat drug cartel or terrorist threats? What events in
history have led to this escalation of border violence?
What are the alternatives to the current national
security policies set in place? How has our economy
changed after the upsurge in border violence? Do you
know the answers? Is it in the public interest to know?
It is hard to find any nongovernmental organizations
or nonprofits that exist locally to raise awareness
about our geopolitical problems, and that may be a
problem itself. We live in a border city; we are a border
community. If we are not unified, solutions will be
dropped down by an invisible federal hand, such as the
rust-colored border fence, and what do we do then?

Are we a nation of killers?
Troy Davis executed, but questions linger

By Francisco Garza
THE COLLEGIAN	

People die
all the time.
They die
every day
all over the
world.
Trying
to express my feelings
regarding the death
penalty is hard. A couple
of years ago I would
have told you that I was
completely for it.
There were cases such
as the one that happened
this week here in Texas,

where Lawrence Russell
Brewer was executed
for the murder of James
Byrd, which made me
believe the death penalty
was a just punishment.
Brewer, an admitted
white supremacist,
and two other men
were convicted of
capital murder in the
kidnapping and killing of
Byrd.
Then there is the case
of Troy Davis in Georgia.
Davis was convicted
and sentenced to death
for the 1989 shooting
death of Mark MacPhail,

a Savannah police officer.
Davis has always
maintained his
innocence, but this is not
uncommon for Death
Row prisoners.
What is uncommon
is that seven of the nine
witnesses who testified
have now recanted,
saying police coerced
them into testifying.
Last Wednesday after
a last-minute appeal to
the U.S Supreme Court,
which refused to hear the
case, Davis was executed.
“The incident that
night was not my fault,”

Davis said in his last
words, which were read
outside the prison. “For
those about to take my
life, may God have mercy
on your souls, may God
save your souls, and to
the MacPhail family, I
did not personally kill
your son, father and
brother. I am innocent.”
Those last words
will haunt me forever,
because in spite of all the
people the government
has rightfully executed,
there may have been one
who was innocent.
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City raises tax rate by 4 cents
By Samantha Ruiz
THE COLLEGIAN

In a 4-2 vote Sept. 19, the
Brownsville City Commission
approved
increasing
the
property tax rate by 4 cents.
Voting in favor of the tax hike
was Commissioner at Large “B”
Rose M.Z. Gowen, District 3
Commissioner Melissa Zamora,
District 4 Commissioner John
Villarreal and Mayor Tony
Martinez. Voting against the hike
were District 1 Commissioner
Ricardo Longoria Jr. and
District 2 Commissioner Jessica
Tetreau.
Commissioner
at
Large
“A”
Estela
Chavez-Vasquez
abstained, saying “I’m going to
abstain from voting because
I didn’t feel I have sufficient
information to make an informed
decision on this matter.”
A second vote was required
last Tuesday, during which all
commissioners voted in favor of
the increase.
As a result of the tax increase,
Brownsville property owners
will now pay .700613 cents
per $100 assessed valuation of
property.
The average taxable value of a
home in Brownsville this year is
$80,582. The homeowner would
pay $564.57 under the new tax
rate.
The rate represents a 6.11
percent increase over the
effective tax rate, which is
the calculated rate that would
provide the city with about the
same amount of revenues it
received the previous year on
properties taxed in both years.
Deputy City Manager and
Chief Financial Officer Pete
Gonzalez said property owners
will pay $32.52 more in taxes.

These taxes will bring in around
$34.8 million in revenue.
“[The tax rate] will generate
$2 million in additional funds,”
Gonzalez said.
The city’s current overall
budget for FY 2012 is $123
million, including a general fund
of $87.2 million.
A total of 61.43 percent of
tax revenue will be sent to the
general fund and 38.57 percent
to the debt service fund.
Some residents might ask why
there is a need to increase the
tax rate.
Among the reasons Gonzalez
cited:
--The general fund budget has
a $2 million shortfall without
the tax hike.
--Expenditures for next fiscal
year already have been reduced
by $1.251 million
--The budget includes a 3
percent cost of living adjustment
for police department employees
covered by collective bargaining
--In FY 2007, the city began to
freeze homestead values of those
residents who are over age 65
and who are disabled. This has
caused the city to lose $390,000
in tax revenue.
--Brownsville could lose up to
$1.8 million in federal operating
subsidies if elements of public
transit in the transportation
reauthorization
bill
are
approved.
In its regular meeting last
Tuesday,
the
commission
approved a plan of finance to
issue about $18,215,000 in
principal amount of the city’s
general obligation bonds, Series
2011A, resulting in about 5.25
percent of savings.
Andres Ortiz, a representative
of the city’s financial adviser,
Estrada Hinojosa & Co., told
the commission that the city

LETTER

Continued from Last Page
For starters, even though the risk
of blood-borne pathogen exposure,
such as risk to HIV/AIDS, hepatitis B
and C are extremely minimal, they are
there. Furthermore, there is still risk of
exposure to airborne pathogens, as well
as bacterial infections that are starving
for a host to infect. The results, if any of
that were to occur, would be disastrous.
For those reasons, there are state
and federal laws enforced by the

Christopher Peña/collegian

Brownsville Police Chief Carlos L. Garcia talks
about the $88,294 grant the city received from
the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance
Grant Program. The funds will be divided
between the Brownsville Police Department and
Cameron County.

can refund about $18 million of
bonds that currently carry an
an interest rate of about 4.677
percent at a rate of 2.723 percent.
“When we do the refunding
that will produce a present
value savings of about a million
dollars,
representing
5.5
percent as a percentage of the
refunded bonds,” Ortiz told the
commission.
The commission also accepted
a $914,000 grant from the
Federal Aviation Administration
to the Airport Improvement
Program.
The grant will be used to
perform engineering work on
the Capital Improvement Project
for the Brownsville/ South Padre
Island International Airport.
In
other
business,
the
commission awarded contracts
to:
--F&W Electrical Contractors
of Floresville for the construction
of the relocation and replacement
of runway 17 Visual Approach
Slope Indicator (VASI), which

Occupational Safety and Health
Administration, the Centers for Disease
Control and the Texas Department
of Health and Human Services that
govern safe needle disposal and
needle reuse. Because of these laws,
my questions are 1) why was a needle
[allegedly] reused and 2) why did
Student Health Services appear to take
the issue lightly by simply offering to
retrain the staff (and in some instances
seem as though they were running away
from the problem by refusing to talk to
Collegian reporters)?
OSHA’s website states: “In order to

are metal boxes on legs of the
airplane that project a series of
lights, helping a pilot identify
the correct landing strip, with
the Precision Approach Pathway
Indicator (PAPI) project for the
Brownsville/South Padre Island
International Airport in the
amount of $50,000.
--AMEC
Earth
and
Environmental Inc. of Santa
Barbara, Calif., for a wildlife
hazard
assessment
and
management plan for the
Brownsville/South Padre Island
International Airport in the
amount of $164,895.
--VISIX Inc. of Norcross,
Ga., for the installation of
Axis television display player’s
software for the Brownsville
Multimodal Terminal project in
the amount of $50,232.
--Spillman Technologies Inc.
of Logan, Utah, for software
maintenance and technical
support for the Public Safety
Information System for the
Police and Fire Departments of
Brownsville for a total cost of
$127,858.
--Library Interiors of Austin
for the delivery and installation
of new and existing furniture
modifications to accommodate
a
new
radio
frequency
identification display system for
the public library system in the
amount of $71,085.
--Tech
Logic
Circulation
Systems of Inwood, W.Va.,
for delivery, installation and
training of a new radio frequency
identification system to replace
the Brownsville Public Library
Systems’ magnetic strip antitheft system for security and
inventory equipment in the
amount of $228,665.
--Spillman Technologies Inc.
of Logan, Utah, for software
maintenance and technical

prevent potential worker exposure to
the contaminated hollow bore needle at
both the front and back ends, blood tube
holders, with needles attached, must be
immediately discarded into an accessible
sharps container after the safety feature
has been activated” (www.osha.gov/dts/
shib/shib101503.html).
Student Health Services should
administer and enforce a zero-tolerance
policy on mishaps such as this [alleged
one]. There should be a retraining on
blood-borne pathogens and safe needle
disposal. (I believe there was such a
training recently.) And, there should

support
renewal
for
the
Brownsville Police and Fire
departments’
public
safety
information system for a total
cost of $127,858.
--Brownsville
Housing
Authority for the Hurricane
Dolly Housing Project in the
amount of $1.5 million.
--Galls Inc. of Lexington,
Ky., for the delivery of leather
gear for the Brownsville Police
Department in the amount of
$43,921.55.
--Trane Co. Inc., of San
Antonio for the HVAC & R
System equipment maintenance
for the Police Department
Headquarters in the amount of
$49,237.
The city commission also
accepted a $64,230 grant for the
Brownsville Police Department
from
the
Edward
Byrne
Memorial Justice Assistance
Grant Program. The grant will
be used to buy an electronic
fingerprint
identification
system that will send identity
information electronically to
Austin.
A fingerprint system will
also be installed in patrol
units, allowing officers to
get immediate response on
identification if needed.
The grant program also
awarded the police department
$88,294. The department will
keep $60,001 while Cameron
County’s share will be $28,293.
Brownsville Chief of Police
Carlos L. Garcia recommended
that the city use the money to
buy portable radios “so that we
can continue transition into the
p25 digital radio system by the
year 2015.”

be a formal communication from
Student Health Services to the students
and parents of minor students of UTBrownsville concerning what occurred,
how Student Health Services corrected
the [alleged] problem, and what will be
done to prevent something like this in
the future. Needle usage and disposal
should never be taken lightly.
Juan Pacheco
Senior communication/
government major
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STOP, DROP AND ROLL

Fire and Safety Awareness event for the community
Leslie Annette Lopez
THE COLLEGIAN

Home Depot will host its annual Fire
and Safety Awareness event from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday at its Padre Island
Highway location.
The Fire and Safety Awareness event
aims to help teach the community the
importance of knowing what to do when
a fire starts, where to reach for help and
ways to prevent fires.
“It’s an annual event that we have done
for the last five years for the people, to
help them be aware on what to do when
there is a fire and letting them know who
is available to help them,” said Norma
Hernandez, the Team Depot captain who
is coordinating the event.
The Brownsville Fire Department will
be among the many organizations at the
event.
“We would like to educate the public
on the different aspects of our job and
fire prevention, to let the community
know about certain fire hazards, certain
recommendations, like encouraging

BORDER

Continued from Page 1
ends in Brownsville, Texas.”
Cameron County Judge Carlos Cascos
also asked the congressmen for more
funding.
“To give a grant that is a one- or twoyear grant does not work,” Cascos said.
“It’s a temporary fix to a long-term
problem. We are getting ready to lose 10 to
12 of our officers that are on grants right
now because we, from a local perspective,

everyone to know about setting up
escapes or safe routes and stressing the
importance of having smoke detectors in
the home,” said David Guerrero, house
captain of Brownsville Fire Station 6.
Guerrero said the station will conduct
a presentation and answer questions that
parents and children might have.
“We usually set up our fire truck and
we take our equipment out and do a minipresentation on fire safety,” he said. “We
just want the community to be aware of
what they are doing because the main
reason for a fire to occur would more
than likely be accidental, like a pot left on
the stove or smoking and not completely
putting out a cigarette.”
About 25,000 fire and emergency
medical service calls are made each year
in Brownsville alone, said Brownsville
Fire Chief Leonardo Perez.
“This year, there have been 255 building
fires, 165 vehicle fires and 357 grass fires,”
Perez said.
Other activities scheduled at the event
include prize drawings by vendors,
giveaways, food and music.

“We will have tons of things going
on this year,” Hernandez said. “We are
going to have a couple of presentations,
free items that will be given by some of
the companies that are volunteering, like
the Golden Corral and Texas Roadhouse

restaurants, a car show and live music
by Nestor Trevino, TZU Gardens, The
Cutters and Grupo Herencia.”
Admission to the event is free. For more
information, call Hernandez at 544-5466.

cannot fund them.”
The county judge said he agrees
that Brownsville is a safe city but that
“unfortunately, public perception is reality
and the perception is that we are in an
area that is quite dangerous.”
Cascos pleaded with the congressmen:
“South Texas needs your help; we’ve
needed it for the last decade.”
“Too often we talk about border security
as an abstract concept and we forget it
affects real people. … It affects people
who live on both sides of the border,” Rep.
Poe, a Republican who serves Texas’ 2nd

District, said at the start of the hearing.
Poe said that although border security
is usually attached to immigration, this
forum would not deal with the latter.
“Immigration is an entirely different
issue than border security and I think
we should approach them differently,” he
said.
Poe disagrees with those who say the
Mexican drug violence will not reach the
United States.
“I believe border security is a national
security issue and we should look at it as
such,” he said.

Farenthold, who represents District 27,
which includes Brownsville, said that one
of the primary functions of government
is to secure and defend its borders and
that he believes this is not being done
efficiently.
“One of my goals in Congress is to
raise awareness to the special and unique
problems that we have in South Texas and
border security is No. 1,” he said.
The congressmen said they would
go back to Washington and share their
findings.

Sergio Salazar/collegian

The Brownsville Fire Department will be present at the event to teach the community about fire prevention.
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UTB/TSC and STC
sign articulation
agreements to aid
transferring students

Seamless

By Rene Cardona Jr.
COLLEGIAN EDITOR

At a time when some
programs have been identified
as “low-producing,” graduation
rates could increase now that
UTB/TSC and South Texas
College have signed articulation
agreements.
University officials, including
UTB/TSC President Juliet V.
García and Provost Alan J.
Artibise, traveled to South Texas
College in McAllen on Sept. 16
to sign the series of articulation
agreements for 19 departments.
To avoid problems that may
arise from constantly changing
curriculums,
articulation
agreements set up a system so
the institutions can be aware of
and up to date with any changes.
“It’s a guarantee to students
going to STC … [who] really want
a bachelor’s degree,” Artibise
said. “They want to make sure in
their freshman and sophomore
years that when they graduate
from STC with an associate
degree, they will be admitted
to UTB and get full credit for all
their courses.”
STC students will now be
able to transition seamlessly
into the following UTB/TSC
degree plans under the College
of Liberal Arts: anthropology,
architecture, criminal justice,
communication,
psychology,
government, sociology, social
work, music, history, forensic
investigation, visual arts and
modern languages; and the
College of Science, Mathematics
and
Technology:
biology,
chemistry,
mathematics,
engineering technology, physics,
and engineering physics.
Mikhail Bouniaev, dean of the
College of Science, Mathematics
and Technology, said the

Leslie Barrientos/collegian

Junior Jose Martinez (from left), senior Anthony Ford, junior Jacqueline Reser and senior Jesus Rivera, all physics majors, work in UTB/TSC’s Center for
Gravitational Wave Astronomy.

creation of a seamless path
from an associate’s degree to a
bachelor’s helps with graduation
rates.
“You can expect that they
can graduate in no more than
two-and-a-half years after they
transfer to UTB,” Bouniaev
said. “ … During this signing
ceremony, the president of STC
said, ‘please take good care of
our students,’ so for me taking
good care of their students
means to graduate them from
UTB as soon as possible.”
Ali Esmaeili, STC’s dean of
Bachelor Degree Programs,
Math, Science and University
Relations, echoed the sentiment.
“Students will benefit and
graduate on a timely manner
and lose less credit or no credit
at all, which will translate into
financial [benefits],” Esmaeili
said.

The process to establish the
agreements began in February,
the same month when the Texas
Higher Education Coordinating
Board produced a report on lowproducing degree programs.
UTB/TSC’s bachelor’s of science
in engineering physics, physics
and chemistry made it on the
list.
“It was a statewide audit, if
you will, by the Coordinating
Board, looking at all our
institutions of higher education
and all the degree programs in
this environment where we have
a real issue with cost efficiency,”
said Dominic Chavez, the
Coordinating Board’s senior
director for External Relations.
Each program, depending
on its level, had to produce a
certain number of graduates to
be considered viable.
“The threshold for low-

producing that we set for an
associate’s or bachelor’s degree
was … at least 25 graduates
over a five-year timeframe,”
Chavez said. “Now that’s not 25
per year. That’s 25 total in five
years. Fifteen graduates over
five years for a master’s program
and 10 graduates for a doctoral
program--because as you kind
of go up, you expect to get less
numbers [of graduates].”
In the Coordinating Board’s
timeframe, between Fiscal Years
2006 and 2010, the chemistry
degree program produced 22
graduates, engineering physics
produced 16 and physics
produced 7.
Statewide, the Coordinating
Board identified 544 programs
that did not meet the thresholds
necessary to consider them
viable.
The Board gave the programs

three options to consider:
be
eliminated,
consolidate
with an existing program, or
request a temporary exemption.
If officials chose the latter,
they had to provide a reason
for the exemption, a specific
plan for how the institutions
would increase the number of
graduates.
“We looked at those case
by case and depending on the
strength of their argument and
the strength of their action plan
to increase the productivity, we
either approved the temporary
exemption and typically those
were about two-year timeframes
… and then we will re-evaluate
or we denied it,” Chavez said.
Of the 544 programs, 217
received a temporary exemption,
91 applied for an exemption
and were denied, 88 were
consolidated, 3 consolidation
requests were denied and 145
programs were phased out.
Of those denied exemption or
consolidation, 46 have appealed.
UTB/TSC’s
chemistry
program received an exemption,
but physics and engineering
physics did not. A notice of
appeal has been sent, Artibise
said. Officials are working on
appeals for both programs and
will be sent to the Coordinating
Board by October.
Artibise said he was confident
extensions would be granted
and the Board’s targets would be
met in the near future.
“We are pretty comfortable
that engineering physics will
meet the goal of graduating, on
average, 25 students over the
last five years because they are
way above five by now,” he said,
“and that physics will do it by
2014, so within two years.”
STC has a program that
provides a large return on
students
graduating
with
associates in science with a
field study in engineering, 36
this past spring, said Enriqueta
Cortez, chair of the Physics,
Chemistry and Engineering

See AGREEMENT, Page 12

Students to present plan for El Jardín Hotel
By Viridiana Zúñiga
Spanish editor

Three
UTB/TSC
students are developing
a business plan for
downtown’s
hotel
El
Jardín, as suggested by
Mark Kroll, dean of the
School of Business.
“If you go downtown,
it is hard not to see this
large, empty, bad-looking
building which once was
the hotel El Jardín,” Kroll
said. “So, it struck me
that, if we are going to
do anything about the
downtown area, we are
going to do something
with hotel El Jardín; but
the question is: What are
we going to do?”
The dean said that
in
Lecturer
Hans
van
Doesburg’s
entrepreneurship
class,
teams of students develop
business plans for various
entrepreneurial activities
or projects.
“And it occurred to
me that one interesting

project might be to look
at what might be done to
redevelop El Jardín Hotel,”
Kroll said.
Van Doesburg assigned
the project to a group of
students--Carlos Solitaire,
Paula Vallejo and Aldo de
la Cruz.
“Our role is to think
of a new idea to enhance
that place or do something
new
with
it,”
said
Solitaire, a junior business
entrepreneurship major.
“We just need to get in
there and see how bad of
shape the building is.”
Students were asked
to talk to people involved
in Imagine Brownsville
and people who already
redeveloped
similar
structures in Harlingen.
“The building could be
anything from student
housing to a park,” Kroll
said. “Maybe none of
the
suggestions
are
economically viable, but
we won’t know until we
get down into details and
figure out what might work
financially.”

CHRISTOPHER PEñA/collegian

El Jardín Hotel is located at 11th and Levee streets. Three UTB/TSC students are developing a business plan as a project for class.

De
la
Cruz,
a
management
and
marketing major, said the
project will only bring
benefits to the city.
“People from Matamoros

are the most frequent
shoppers in downtown,
so if we manage to renew
the building, we will have
them also as clients of the
hotel since it will be the

nearest one to Mexico.”
Kroll said there may
be federal or state grant
money
available
for
redevelopment.
Solitaire
said
the

deadline for the project is
Nov. 22.
“Maybe in a few months
we will have something to
show other people,” Kroll
said.
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TSC

Continued from Page 1
forward with the actions
necessary for selling TSC
Fort Brown Condos Villas I
--tabled action regarding
the Cueto Building
Lily Tercero, the newly
appointed president of
Texas Southmost College,
attended the meeting, her
first since being named to
the post.
“I am extremely happy
to be here,” Tercero said.
“I am looking forward to
coming down to work full
time. I’ll be here for the
next few days, working
with our staff.”
She thanked the trustees
for entrusting her with the
presidency.
“I think that we will do a
wonderful job and I think

the community will be
well served and proud of
Texas Southmost College,”
Tercero said.
Trustee René Torres
told Tercero: “I want to
extend you my gratitude
for accepting this job, a job
that I think that will take
a lot of patience, a lot of
hours. … I’m very confident
you can take this to the
next level.”
The
consultants
in
charges
of
assisting
TSC with its separation
from
UT-Brownsville
are working on Tercero’s
contract, she told The
Collegian
after
the
meeting.
“I wanted to come here
and kind of get going on a
few things. … There’s a lot
to do but I am ready to go,”
she said.
Trustee Trey Mendez

told The Collegian: “It
feels really good to finally
have our own leader for
TSC. Dr. [Juliet V.] García
did a good job for both
institutions;
however,
the missions for both
institutions are different.
Dr. Tercero understands
that. She has worked in
community colleges her
entire professional career;
she understands what the
mission of a junior college
is.”
Mendez said Tercero
would start work the first
week of October.
Absent
from
the
meeting were Vice Chair
Dr. Roberto Robles and
Trustee David Oliveira.
The next meeting of the
trustees is scheduled at
5:30 p.m. Oct. 20 in the
Gorgas Hall boardroom.
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Earn $100 this week
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The
Yellowjackets
Friday, Sept. 30
7:30 p.m.

Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn
up to $100 this week as a new donor.

1401 East Washington Street
Brownsville, TX
(956) 982-0445
www.talecrisplasma.com

Monday: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

SPECIAL STUDENT
PRICING
$6 orchestra front
$10 balcony

Ticket holder must present
valid Sting ID for admission.

To purchase tickets or for more information, go to
utb.edu/artscenter or call 956-UTB-TKTS.
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Not your average teens
High school students earn diploma, associate
degrees in academy
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Members of Chi Alpha are (seated, from left) Gracie Barrdales, Milagro Hernandez, Ana Chapa, Jasmine Terun and Ana Priscilla
Chapa. Standing: Nathaniel Escobedo, Samuel Cortez, Royce Taylor, Josh Hilton, Moises Torres and Simba Zehove.

Name: Chi-Alpha Campus Ministries
Purpose: To connect with God through Bible studies, praise and worship,
fellowship with members and by spreading the Gospel to students at UTB/TSC.
Established: 1999
President: Moises Torres
Vice President: Royce Taylor
Secretary: Ana Priscilla Chapa
Treasurer: Daniela Lucio
Adviser: Milagro Hernandez, library events and exhibits coordinator
Activities: Prayer meetings, praise and worship, fellowship, Bible studies,
evangelism and social gatherings at places such as Mr. Taco, Denny’s, South Padre
Island and Sonic.
Meetings: 6:30 p.m. every Monday in the Student Union’s Salon Gardenia
Membership requirements: None
Dues: None
For more information: contact Moises Torres at moy820@yahoo.com or 5256238

--Compiled by Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
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Department.
“For engineering, our numbers are
greater because we have what we call
the DEEA program,” Cortez said. “The
DEEA program is the Dual Enrollment
Engineering Academy. We have a group of
students who go through that and graduate
with an associate’s before they actually
graduate with their high school degree.”
William Berg, UTB/TSC’s chair of
Engineering Physics, said there is a problem
with students persevering through their
prerequisites, such as calculus.
“The problem in STEM education is not
unique for the [Rio Grande] Valley, it’s
just probably worse in the Valley and it’s
worse in the Valley probably because we
don’t have a history of parents with college
education … or a large majority of parents
with high school education,” Berg said.
“When the parents don’t fully understand
the necessity of math and science in an
education, they don’t promote that through
their children necessarily as much as
a school district with plenty of collegeeducated parents or plenty of high school
[educated] parents.”
Berg cited UTB/TSC’s open admission
policy as a complication because students
matriculate and choose a degree, such as
engineering physics, without first having
done the necessary work.
“Half the students who declare we
never get to see because they can declare
and not be ready for college algebra, they
can declare without having passed the
COMPASS,” he said. “When they get to
college algebra, and discover that math is
not for them, they find another major, so
we lose a whole bunch of them off the top.”
Students coming from STC to UTB/TSC
are less likely to transfer out of UTB/TSC,
and some students here who progress in
the engineering physics program transfer
to other universities, Berg said.
“Some transfer to MIT because their
parents wanted them to hang around for
a year, some transfer to UTPA because
UTPA sees that they are high fliers and
offers them a scholarship that UTB
doesn’t offer them,” he said. “But since
Scorpion Scholars, that’s changed quite a
bit. Many spend their first year here with a

prior acceptance into either A&M College
Station or UT-Austin. There’s nothing at
all wrong with that. That’s the TSC mission
of the university.”
Berg said engineering physics continues
its recruiting efforts and is emphasizing
student involvement in projects.
“We have a group of five or six students
… working on a project to help a music
student who is in a wheelchair to operate
the pedals on the piano,” he said. “… Our
students are building the device so the
pianist will have a switch in his mouth
and bite on it when he wants to apply the
pedal.”
Soma Mukherjee, chair of the Physics
Department, said getting more students
involved with research is one way
graduation rates can improve.
“The students who get involved in [the
Arecibo Research Command Center]
program, since they are closely associated
with their mentors and they get involved
into research, which they find really
appealing and interesting, they stay in the
[degree] program,” Mukherjee said.
She said an advertising campaign
is being developed to inform students
about the Physics Department. For more
information on the department, go to phys.
utb.edu.

History Associate Master Technical Instructor James W. Mills teaches class in UBCB 2.106.

If you think
you’ve spotted
THE COLLEGIAN
some
high
schoolers
at
UTB/TSC, they weren’t touring the campus.
They are students in the university’s
Mathematics and Science Academy.
The MSA students can be found either
studying or relaxing on the second floor
of the education side of the Education and
Business Complex.
The MSA program consists of high school
students who are attending UTB/TSC to
obtain their high school diploma and an
associate’s degree in science, mathematics
or general studies.
MSA students come from several school
districts across the Rio Grande Valley:
Harlingen, San Benito, La Feria, Los
Fresnos, Point Isabel, Brownsville and
South Texas.
Originally from Veterans Memorial
High School in Brownsville, freshman
mathematics major Genaro Vega said that
the Math and Science Academy is different
from high school because it is a challenge
with its never-ending homework.
“It’s a great opportunity to get ahead in
your studies. I’ve always loved math, so it’s
an opportunity to reach my goal,” said Vega,
who plans to become a nephrologist.
Freshman biology major Faith Mason
decided to apply to the program because
she enjoys math and science. When Mason
moved to Harlingen from Chicago, she
wanted to participate in a challenging
program and MSA was the right fit.
“[MSA is] a lot more challenging,” said
Mason, who plans to pursue a career in
genetics research. “There is much more
homework and the tests are a little harder
and [I] spend more time studying than just
goofing around.”
The MSA program was created by the
Texas Legislature in 2005 and implemented
at UTB/TSC in 2007. MSA is funded by the
state, which covers textbooks, tuition and
fees.
“Initially, it was Dr. [Stephen] Rosales
and Dr. [Deloria] Nanze-Davis who were
the ones who got it going,” MSA Principal
Edward Argueta said. “The one who brought
it over was, of course, [UT-Brownsville]
President Juliet García.”
Ninety students are in the program--43
high school seniors and 47 high school
juniors. The seniors are in their second year
of college and the juniors are in their first
year.
Argueta said the students follow a college
curriculum.
“My job is to turn 1301 English or 1301
History into high school credits,” he said.
“In one year, they do two years of high
school work in many of the courses.”
The students complete their basics
courses, plus some courses leading to their
major to obtain an associate’s degree at the
same time they graduate from high school.
“The real neat thing about them is that our
first group of students just graduated last
year,” Argueta said. “We had nine students
that graduated in four years. About two or
three of them had their bachelor’s degree
and they were under 20 years old.”
Requirements for applying to the MSA
program include being a resident of Texas;
completing Algebra I, Algebra II and
Geometry; and having a combined reading

By Alexandra Gracia

Sergio SalazaR/collegian photos

and math SAT score of 1170 or higher. If
the student does not get an 1170 or higher,
they then must pass all three sections of the
COMPASS test.
Once the students are accepted into the
program, they must provide their own
transportation because the program is not
funded for busing.
The MSA students follow somewhat of a
high school schedule.
“They have to be here by 8:30 and we
don’t let them take any classes before that,”
Argueta said. “They start either at 9 a.m.
or 9:25 a.m. They have three courses in the
morning on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays and two courses in the morning
on Tuesday and Thursday and then they
have their labs, speech or kinesiology in the
afternoon.
“All students are required to take 18
hours per semester. We try to keep them
here during the daytime since some of them
are 16 and don’t drive yet. They are allowed
to leave at 3:30 but many of them stay until
5 to finish their homework or study.”
The MSA students attend classes
throughout the university but their study
room and lounge are in EDBC. They are
taught by UTB/TSC faculty.
“It could be almost [any faculty] in the
university,” Argueta said. “There are a few
who are constants--Mr. James Mills; his
sister, Mrs. Susan Mills; Mr. Luis Sanchez.
So we’ve got some constants, and it’s
whoever the department assigns or whoever
is assigned to that section.”
Argueta said about half of MSA students
continue their education at UTB/TSC while
others have transferred to other prestigious
universities such as the Massachusetts
Institute
of
Technology,
Columbia
University, St. Mary’s University, Rice
University and the University of Texas at
Austin.
“We’ve had three graduating classes,”
he said. “We’ve had 97 students finish this
program. Out of those, half went away and
half decided to stay. They stayed because
if they have a high GPA and they’re high
school graduates, they can apply for the
Scorpion Scholarship. We market them. We
have a counselor that tells them to apply to
three or more universities and we give them
individual attention.”
Many students have also been selected
for internships across the United States and
even France.
The combined grade-point average of the
current 90 students is 3.48.
Assistant Master Technical Instructor
James Mills enjoys teaching U.S. History to
the MSA students.
“They’re very studious, they’re very
dedicated, they’re very mature and they
have fun. They’re positive students,
they’re students who embrace education
enthusiastically,” Mills said. “… We get
students as young as 15 and 16 into the
program. I thought [teaching them] would
be a rewarding challenge and I’ve been
fortunate to have been able to continue on
with the program. I enjoy working with the
young people. We do a lot of active learning
projects. We put on a play one year. It’s very
rewarding to work with such wonderful
students.”
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Academic Advising Alert

How does SAP affect students?
By Academic Advising Team
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)
applies to all current students enrolled
in courses at UTB/TSC. Its purpose
is to keep students on track toward
successful completion of their chosen
degree in a timely manner. In terms of
academic SAP guidelines, there are two
main components that students must
be aware of: course completion rate and
a minimum grade-point average of 2.0.
Let’s break it down:
Course completion rate--Students
must maintain a cumulative satisfactory
course completion rate of at least 70
percent of all credits attempted. The
completion rate is determined by
dividing the number of earned credits by
the number of attempted credits; at least
70 percent of attempted credits must be
completed with a grade of A, B, C, D or
P to maintain a satisfactory completion
rate.
Cumulative Grade-Point Average
(GPA)--Students are expected to
maintain a GPA of 2.0 or higher at all
times. The cumulative GPA is calculated
at the end of each fall and spring
semester.
If a student fails to meet either the GPA
or completion rate requirement, students
will be subjected to the following:
--Student is placed on academic
probation.
--Student will remain on probation
until SAP requirements are met.
--Enrollment for a maximum of 12
credit hours per semester during fall and
spring semesters.
--Student will be required to sign

an Academic Success Contract with
an academic adviser outlining student
responsibilities.
--Student will not be eligible to register
for courses unless all requirements
of the Academic Success Contract are
completed.
Students who are currently on
probation would remain on probation if
they receive a 2.0 GPA or higher and a
70 percent completion rate or higher for
the semester in which they are currently
enrolled, but their overall, cumulative
GPA is still under 2.0 and/or have a
completion rate of less than 70 percent.
Students who are currently on
probation would return to ‘good’
standing if they receive a 2.0 GPA or
higher and a 70 percent completion rate
or higher for the semester in which they
are currently enrolled, and their overall,
cumulative GPA reaches 2.0 or higher
and their completion rate is equal to or
higher than 70 percent.
Students who earn below a 2.0 GPA
and 70 percent completion rate during
the semester they are on probation will
be suspended, must wait until the end of
the subsequent long semester to return
and upon their return, will not qualify
for financial aid during that semester.
Don’t let this happen to you. Complete
satisfactory academic progress to ensure
your ultimate goal of graduation in a
timely manner.
For more information, call Academic
Advising at 882-7362 or send them an
email at academicadvising@utb.edu.
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Abogado presenta su libro debut de ciencia ficción Estudiante
Por Viridiana Zúñiga
Editora de español

Ernesto
VelardeDanache
presentará
su primer
l i b r o ,
titulado
“
L
a
conjura
ERNESTO VELARDE-DANACHE con o sin
la CIA”
en la librería Barnes & Noble
de UTB/TSC, este miércoles a
las 5:30 p.m.
En la presentación, el autor
detallará aspectos relevantes
de la obra y ofrecerá, al
término, una firma de libros.
Velarde-Danache describe
la obra como “una novela de
ciencia ficción apegada a la
realidad y plausible para el
lector”.
De acuerdo al autor, la obra
se desarrolla en siete países
distintos de Europa y culmina
en Venezuela.
La trama comienza cuando
la CIA detecta la existencia de
una fraternidad internacional
integrada por los hijos de
algunos
personajes
del
ámbito político y empresarial
cuyos intereses coinciden y
cuya unión dificulta ciertas
cuestiones diplomáticas.
“Mi decisión de ser autor

provino de la conjunción de
las experiencias que me han
dado los viajes que he hecho
con el amor
que tengo por
la
lectura”,
dice VelardeDanache,
abogado
de
profesión.
El
autor,
nacido
en
Brownsville,
es egresado de
la Universidad
Regiomontana
en
México
y
estudió
d e r e c h o
internacional
en
la
Universidad
de Cambridge.
E
x
alumno
de
universidades
en
Francia,
Suiza
y
Holanda
y
dador
de
conferencias,
discursos
y
presentaciones en 13 países
diferentes, Velarde-Danache
asegura que ninguna de estas
experiencias está relacionada
a la historia de su libro.
“Aunque
he
viajado
a muchos de los países
mencionados en la novela,

la historia no está basada en su obra en el Museo de
las vivencias de esos viajes”, Arte
Contemporáneo
de
y bromea: “Yo no tengo nada Matamoros el 4 de octubre
a las 5 p.m.
como
parte
de los eventos
del
Festival
Internacional de
Otoño. También
se
presentará
en el Museo de
Bellas Artes de
Brownsville el 5
de octubre a las 5
p.m.
La novela está
a la venta desde
hace dos meses
en la ciudad
de México y
Guadalajara
y
en las librerías
San Francisco en
Matamoros y en
Barnes & Noble
de UTB/TSC.
El libro cuesta
20 dólares ó 210
pesos.
Maestros
de
español
foto de cortesía de
UTB/TSC
que ver con la CIA”.
están convocando a los
Anteriormente, el autor alumnos para que asistan a la
presentó su libro en el museo presentación.
Casamata en Matamoros,
El evento será abierto
México, en donde hubo gran al
público.
Para
más
concurrencia.
información, llame al 882Próximamente,
el 6737.
autor estará presentando

Estudiantes presentarán plan para el hotel El Jardín
Por Viridiana Zúñiga
Editora de español

Tres estudiantes de UTB/
TSC están desarrollando un
plan de negocios para el hotel
El Jardín en el centro de
Brownsville, como lo sugirió
Mark Kroll, decano de la
escuela de negocios.
“Cuando vas al centro, es
difícil no notar ese edificio
grande, vacío y con mal
aspecto que alguna vez fue
el hotel El Jardín”, dijo Kroll
en inglés.“Entonces, se me
ocurrió que si queremos
mejorar el área del centro,
tenemos que hacer algo con
ese hotel; pero la pregunta
es: ¿Qué es lo que vamos a
hacer?”
El decano dijo que,
en la clase de desarrollo
empresarial,
impartida
por el instructor Hans
van Doesburg, equipos de
estudiantes
desarrollan

planes de negocios para
emprender
diversos
proyectos y actividades.
“Y así, se me vino a la mente
que un proyecto interesante
podría ser investigar qué se
necesita para restaurar el
hotel El Jardín”, dijo Kroll.
El edificio está ubicado en
la calle 11 y Levee.
Van
Doesburg
asignó
dicho proyecto a un grupo
de estudiantes formado por
Carlos Solitaire, Paula Vallejo
y Aldo de la Cruz.
“Nuestro papel es pensar
en ideas hacederas para
modernizar el lugar o
bien,
para
reedificarlo”,
dijo Solitaire, estudiante
de negocios y desarrollo
empresarial de tercer año.
“Sólo necesitamos verificar
en cuán mal estado está el
edificio”.
Se les recomendó a los
estudiantes que hablaran con
las personas involucradas en
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Imagina Brownsville y con
aquellos que ya han trabajado
en la restauración de edificios
similares en Harlingen.
“El lugar puede funcionar
como cualquier cosa; desde
una casa para estudiantes
hasta un parque”, dijo
Kroll. “Tal vez ninguna
de las sugerencias son
económicamente
viables,
pero no lo sabremos hasta no
entrar en detalles y encontrar
alguna opción que pueda

serlo”.
De la Cruz, un estudiante
de
administración
de
negocios y comercio, dijo
que el proyecto le traerá
beneficios a la ciudad.
“La gente de Matamoros
son los compradores más
asiduos del centro de
Brownsville; entonces, si
encontramos la manera
de renovar el edificio, los
tendríamos también como
clientes del hotel, pues
éste sería el más cercano a
México”.
Kroll dijo que podría
haber algún subsidio federal
o estatal disponible para
la renovación de edificios.
Solitaire dijo que la fecha
límite para el proyecto es el
22 de noviembre.
“Tal vez, en algunos
meses, tendremos algo para
mostrarle a la gente”, dijo
Kroll.

Automóvil en llamas
Tony García (izquierda),
dueño de la compañía de
Tony’s Wrecker Service y
su asistente Joe Besteiro
se preparan para llevarse
a un automóvil incendiado.
El incendio, del cual no
hubo heridos, fue causado
por un cortocircuito
que ocurrió mientras el
conductor pasaba por la
Vía Universitaria el martes
pasado, dijo el oficial de
la policía de Brownsville,
Falcon Rivera Jr.

de hoy
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Nombre: Andrea Castellanos Gómez
Edad: 22 años
Especialidad: Educación en español
Clasificación: Estudiante de último año
Fecha de graduación: Diciembre del 2011
Promedio: 3.8
Ciudad natal: Monterrey, México
Reconocimientos: “Recibí el Premio
a la Excelencia Académica, la beca para
estudiantes internacionales, fui becaria de
Civic Engagement, y estuve en la lista de la
Rectora, de Otoño 2007 a Primavera 2011”.
Pasatiempos: “Voy al gimnasio de UTB/TSC
a nadar todas las mañanas. Me gusta leer, salir
con mis amigos y rentar películas”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Me quiero
graduar y encontrar un trabajo. Quisiera
también hacer una maestría en educación y
ser directora de una escuela. Pero por otra
parte me gustaría estudiar lingüística”.
Actividades escolares: “Estoy en el club
Active Minds en el que te dan información
sobre cosas relacionadas con psicología, como
el suicidio y los problemas alimenticios.
También soy miembro de Chi Alpha, que es el
club cristiano de la escuela”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “Soy
un miembro activo en la iglesia y doy clases
privadas de español, inglés y matemáticas
para niños”.
¿Cuál es tu inspiración? “Una de las
personas que más me inspira es mi abuelita.
Ella es química fármaco-bióloga y es la
persona más sabia que he conocido. Además,
mis padres, que son muy trabajadores y
nos han dado a mí y a mi hermana un gran
ejemplo. Todos ellos me inspiran a sacar
buenas calificaciones”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Mi trabajo
ideal sería ser maestra de tiempo completo
y ser una influencia para aquellos jóvenes
problemáticos para ayudarlos a tomar las
riendas de su vida y apoyar el talento que
muchos de ellos esconden”.
¿Qué técnicas usas para estudiar? “Yo
sólo estudio para clases de las que no sé
mucho, como cálculo. Antes de cada clase,
estudio los problemas, los hago en clase y
después los repaso”.
¿Cuál es tu consejo para los alumnos
de nuevo ingreso? “Mi consejo es que se
organicen. Deben tener una agenda y usarla,
pues conozco a muchos a quienes se les olvida
hacer o entregar las tareas y, la verdad, los
maestros de UTB/TSC no los aceptan después
de la fecha límite”.
Anécdota: “Recuerdo que una vez, en
época de frío, pasaron una película para los
estudiantes al aire libre. Todos teníamos
cobijas y suéteres y, de repente, comenzó a
llover a cántaros. Tuvimos que correr y los
encargados del evento quitaron los equipos de
sonido de inmediato. Fue muy divertido”.
--Recopilado por Viridiana Zúñiga
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Th ree i n a row for men

By Alejandro Rivera

Sports: just a game or
keeper of the peace?

Sports Editor

The UTB/TSC’s Men’s
Soccer Team hits the
road this week, heading
to Hobbs, N.M., to take
on the University of the
Southwest on Thursday
before making its way to
Fort Worth to clash against
Texas Wesleyan University
on Saturday.
The Scorpions battled
the Wiley College Wildcats
last Saturday for the final
game of the home stand.
For results, read the story
at utbcollegian.com.
In the first home game of
the season last Thursday,
the Scorpions fought the
Celts of the University of
St. Thomas for the second
time in six days. It was a
hard-fought game but the
Scorpions came out on top
4-0.
“We started quite slow,”
explained Head Coach Dan
Balaguero. “We dodged
a couple bullets there in
the first [half] early in the
game but once we got the
first goal we knew that St.
Thomas would open up a
little bit and give us some
opportunities to play.”
Senior
midfielder
Steve Howard gave the
Scorpions a 1-0 lead with
11:18 left before halftime

SPORTS |15
The Peanut Gallery
By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor

UTB/TSC Scorpion forward Leigh Veidman
goalkeeper Jason Taffet.
on a penalty kick. The
aggressive play continued
in the second half but
UTB/TSC was able to open
it up as senior midfielder
Charly Menard, less than
two minutes from having
been substituted into the
game, scored the second
goal on a beautiful kick
just over the top of the Celt
goalkeeper from about
25 yards out. Freshman
forward
Jorge
Cantu
scored two goals within
10 minutes of the game
ending.
The squads first met
Sept. 16 at Houston
Amateur Sports Park,
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has the goal in sight as he winds up for the kick against University of St. Thomas

where the Scorpions got
their first win with a 2-1
score. The Scorpions came
on strong in the second
half, scoring two goals
in the first 10 minutes.
The first goal was scored
at the 48-minute mark
by freshman midfielder
Victor Parreiras, followed
by junior forward Leigh
Veidman seven minutes
later.
The
Scorpions’
shutout was lost as the
Celts scored in the 83rd
minute.
The team concluded its
road trip the following
day, Sept. 17, with a 2-0
victory against Oklahoma

Christian
University.
Senior midfielder Steve
Howard scored his second
goal of the season for the
Scorpions just before
halftime on a penalty
kick. The second score
came off the foot of
freshman forward Jorge
Cantu with four minutes
left to ice the game. The
Scorpions kept the Eagles
scoreless behind freshman
goalkeeper Axel Svenson’s
seven saves. For his play
during this week, Howard
was voted the Red River
Athletic
Conference’s
Men’s Soccer Offensive
Player of the Week.

Between the Lines
Volleyball
The UTB/TSC Volleyball Team gets a
much-deserved bye week after a grueling
September in which it played 12 matches.
The Scorpions kicked off conference play
at Marshall’s Wiley College (9-6 overall record) on Friday and Tyler’s Texas College (2-9) Saturday.
Results were not available at press time.
The Scorpions remained the unanimous No. 1-ranked
team in the NAIA Volleyball Coaches’ Top 25 Poll after a
difficult sweep of the Scorpion Invitational Tournament
held at Garza Gym Sept. 16-17. UTB/TSC took Game 1 in
five sets, 25-19, 27-29, 19-25, 25-17, 15-10, to beat the No.
4-ranked Embry-Riddle (now ranked No. 2). On Sept. 17,
the Scorpions made quick work of Our Lady of the Lake
University in three sets, 25-12, 25-10, 25-17, before moving on to their most difficult challenge so far. The No.
23-ranked Oklahoma Baptist University, now ranked
No. 22, jumped out to a dominating two sets to none
before the Scorpions staged an incredible comeback,
winning the next three sets, fraying fans’ nerves in the
process. Final scores were 23-25, 20-25, 25-17, 25-20,
15-11.
Sophomore middle blocker Ana Guerra won Most
Valuable Player for the tournament and her teammates,
sophomore outside hitter Danica Markovic and junior
right side hitter Paula Barros, received All-Tournament
honors. Guerra also received the Red River Athletic
Conference’s Player of the Week award while Barros
took the RRAC Libero of the Week and senior Amber
Brooks the RRAC Setter of the Week honors.

Women’s soccer
The UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer Team takes
on the University of the Southwest (2-2) on
Thursday at Hobbs, N.M. before it meets
Texas Wesleyan University on Saturday in
Fort Worth in the team’s first conference action. TWU
has an 8-1 record. The Scorpions, now 4-2-1, obtained
their fourth win this season in the Scorpion Soccer
Classic on Sept. 17 with a 2-0 win over Our Lady of the
Lake University at Scorpion Soccer Field. Scoring goals

for the Scorpions against OLLU were freshman defender
Danielle Lea and senior forward Linette Cuvillier.
Sophomore midfielder Isadora Freitas got assists on
both plays. Lea and Cuvillier were among five Scorpions
to receive All-Tournament honors. The other three players being senior goalkeeper Jessica Hamer, who did not
allow a goal; junior defender Jodie Hunter; and senior
midfielder Helen “Waggi” Wagstaff. Waggi was the tournament’s Most Valuable Player. Lea received the RRAC’s
Women’s Soccer Defensive Player of the Week award.

Men’s golf
The UTB/TSC Men’s Golf Team finished
ninth out of 12 teams competing in Lubbock
Christian University’s Chaps Fall Collegiate
Tournament Sept.19 and 20. The Scorpions
played two rounds on Day 1, finishing with
accumulative scores of 307 and 302. Day
2’s final round saw the Scorpions drop their score to a
296, giving them a 905 total score for the tournament.
Leading the way for the Scorpions was sophomore Eric
Cavazos with scores of 80, 69, and 70 for a total score of
219. The score tied him for 10th place among all competitors. Rounding out the team were seniors Anthony Milligan with 74, 79 and 73 for a 226 total; Vince Cavazos,
with scores of 75, 79 and 75 for a total of 229; Adam
Haley, with 80, 79 and 78 for a total of 237; and junior
Adam Vera, with scores of 78, 75 and an 83 to give him
a total of 236. The Scorpions don’t see action until Oct.
11 when they compete in the Funston Golf Tournament
hosted by Sam Houston State University in Huntsville.

It’s just a game, man!
Such a phrase is uttered far too often with
little to no thought of
the weight of the words.
I
recently
heard
this not too long ago
on two separate occasions from the same
person--a
woman.
The recent transgression by Klover (whose
name has been changed
for the sake of privacy)
came in the wake of my
recounting of the recent
Tony Romo shenanigans
in the Cowboys game
against the 49ers. For
those who don’t know
what I’m talking about,
welcome back from under
your rock. Romo played
in the second half of the
Sept. 18 game despite being injured, which later
would be identified as
a broken rib and punctured lung. He plans to
play next week as well.
Here’s where Klover
comes in. She asked,
“Why would he do
that? It’s just a game.”
Just a game? No! It’s
more than that. It’s a
measure of a man. It’s the
desire to not let the guy
next to you down. It’s the
thing in battle that only
those who’ve seen battle
understand. I felt as if
I could go out and take
on the world. If he can
play a full-contact sport
with a punctured lung,
I’m sure I can get up and
throw out the trash despite the heat and the
neighbor’s crazy kamikaze cat that always tries
to scratch my Achilles.
Now the other instance she couldn’t understand happened when
the Dallas Mavericks
won the NBA championship.Dirk Nowitzki ran
off the court because
he felt overwhelmed by
emotion. Seeing that got
the better of me; it still

does. Klover couldn’t
understand and by mere
coincidence gave me the
George Lopez one-liner,
“Why you crying?!?”
Now being the manly
man that I am, I can with
all assurance tell you
that I was not crying, I
was merely choked up,
which to men is about
as emotional as it gets
sometimes. We, unlike
most women, are just not
emotional creatures. You
can stop your eye-rolling
ladies, because yes, I am
aware it’s just a game
and, yes, I did just call
you emotional creatures.
In my defense, you’re
mad because it’s true.
Think about that one.
I know it boggles
your mind that men can
“waste” emotions on a
game and not want to
talk about women’s emotions. It’s because sports
aren’t boring. Maybe if
you dropped an occasional stat in there every now and again, guys
might not hit the freeagent waivers. I can say
that because you don’t
know what it means.
Yes, it is a game, ladies, but our sports are
what we have. It’s our
emotional release. If you
really think about it, it’s
similar to when you all
get together and talk and
eat comfort food, which,
by the way, I commend
you for. Men aren’t usually clever enough to
come up with such elegant phrases. We’d just
say, “I’m really upset so
I’m going to stuff my face
with junk food until I feel
better.” We do, however,
get together in groups,
watch the games, and eat
“comfort food” as well.
I wouldn’t be as nice if
I didn’t have that outlet
that is sports. Question it
not, ladies, or maybe the
next time you ask us if
you look fat in something,
we might just say yes.

Tennis, anyone?

Women’s golf
The UTB/TSC Women’s Golf Team participates in the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor
Invitational in Temple today and Tuesday. This
will be the second tournament the women’s
golf team participates in this season, having
finished in eighth place with a 668 total team score in
the Lady Bulldog Fall Classic held Sept.12-13 at Maxstarcke Park Golf Course in Seguin.

--Compiled by Alejandro Rivera
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Sophomore management major Arianna Castillo steadies herself for her swing
during tennis intramurals Sept. 17 at the Pablo Kisel Tennis Courts.
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My first time

By Alexandra Gracia
THE COLLEGIAN

Imagine yourself as a speck in
a massive crowd of impatient,
hungry-hungry hippos in nearly
100-degree weather waiting
almost an hour to see your
favorite artists and you weren’t
even close to landing a spot in the
middle. That was me last weekend
at Austin City Limits.
Austin City Limits is the biggest
music festival in Texas and is
compared with other festivals
such as Coachella in California,
Lollapalooza in Chicago and
Bonnaroo in Tennessee.
This year was ACL’s 10th
anniversary and with one of the
worst lineups ever in my and
other attendees opinion, I was
hesitant to go. As artists were
slowly announced last May,
indie band Arcade Fire, punk
band Death from Above 1979
and Canadian electro-funk group
Chromeo caught my attention.
A few friends and I arrived at
Zilker Park around 2 p.m. We saw
rapper and OutKast member Big
Boi. Hearing “So Fresh, So Clean”
took me back to my hip-hop days
back in middle school.
After Big Boi, we tried to see
Foster the People, but that was
impossible due to the huge crowd.
Friday night brought the big
question for our group: Do we see
Coldplay or Kanye West? I think
it was one of the hardest decisions
I’ve ever made because I’m not a
huge fan of either, but as a group
we chose Kanye. Walking to the
Bud Light stage, I overheard
Coldplay playing “The Scientist,”
which was really nice.
In typical Kanye fashion, there
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Canadian indie rock band Arcade Fire performs “Month of May” on the Bud Light stage Sept. 18 during the Austin City Limits music festival.

were dancers, lasers and three
acts. It felt theatrical, as he played
all of his hits as well as some
songs I’ve never heard.
I was happy to finally go back
to the hotel because my legs were
tired from walking I don’t know
how many miles from the car to
Zilker. Walking out of the park
two of my friends bought tickets
for the Skrillex aftershow at La
Zona Rosa and from there all I
remember is withdrawing $100
to buy a Skrillex aftershow ticket
from a scalper. To be honest,
before I saw Skrillex, I wasn’t a
fan of his and dub step, but he is
actually one of the coolest artists

I’ve ever seen live. I’ve never seen
so many shirtless men in one
room.
Saturday seemed slow. We
saw Chromeo and Skrillex
again. I was really excited to see
Chromeo again, especially Dave 1.
I got to see them during South by
Southwest, a two-week long film,
interactive and music festival.
He looked dazzling. My mood
always changes from whatever
I’m feeling to ecstatic and I start
to dance. I probably danced
stupidly, but I was dancing with
everyone else in the crowd. Their
set is always a huge dance party.
They played their hits “Don’t Turn
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Name: Omar Mascorro
Classification: Sophomore
Major: Government
Clothing: Plaid shirt, thrift store ($2);
jeans, Urban Outfitters ($40); Vans,
Journeys ($45)
Accessories: Necklaces, ($5) ; belt,
Hot Topic ($20); bracelets, thrift store ($2)
Who/what inspires your style? “Music and
time.”
Describe your style in three words:
“Comfortable, classy and dark.”
--Compiled by Alexandra Gracia

the Lights On,” “Fancy Footwork”
and their new single “When the
Night Falls,” which is my favorite.
As we walked to the car, I could
hear Stevie Wonder’s voice and I
thought it was kind of nice.
Sunday was my favorite day
because after waiting for years, I
finally got to see Arcade Fire. It
was so hot outside and I think I
drank about 100 gallons of water.
I really appreciated the free refills.
I think my legs were numb by
then because I couldn’t really feel
a thing, or maybe my moccasins
were too comfortable.
While waiting for Arcade Fire,
we saw Death from Above 1979

POLL

Continued from Page 1
“N-word”--didn’t rouse a majority of young
people. Only 44 percent said they’d be very
or extremely offended if they saw someone
using it online or in a text message. Thirtyfive percent said it wouldn’t bother them
much, including fully 26 percent who
wouldn’t be offended at all.
Among
African-American
youth,
however, 60 percent said they would
be offended by seeing the N-word used
against someone.
Four in 10 young people overall said they
encounter that word being used against
other people, with half of those seeing it
often.
Other derogatory expressions are more
common and accepted. Majorities see
“slut” and “fag” used against others, and
only about a third consider them seriously
offensive.
But 41 percent of women deem “slut”
deeply offensive (jumping to 65 percent
if it’s used against them specifically),
compared with only 28 percent of men.
And 39 percent of those who are gay or
know someone who is gay are seriously
offended by the use of “fag,” compared
with 23 percent of all others.
Demeaning something with “that’s so
gay” is so common that two-thirds of young
people see it used, and the majority aren’t
offended at all, despite a public-service ad
campaign that tried to stamp out the antigay slang.
Some teens just text the way they talk.
Calling each other “gay” and “retarded” is
routine in high school, says Robert Leader,
17, a senior in Voorhees, N.J. So teens text
it, too.
But constantly seeing ugly words on their
electronic screens may have a coarsening
effect. “It’s caused people to loosen their
boundaries on what’s not acceptable,”

and Australian synth-pop duo,
Empire of the Sun. We left right
before Empire of the Sun’s set at
the Google+ stage was over and
tried to get a good spot near the
Bud Light Stage for Arcade Fire.
All weekend long I was waiting for
the moment to hear the chords of
“Ready to Start.” I think I teared
up a bit because their set list had
exactly every song I wanted to
hear.
Arcade Fire was the best ending
to my first weekend at ACL and I
think I might go back for another
round next year.

Leader said.
What group gets picked on the most?
Those who are overweight. And slurs
against the overweight are more likely to
be considered intentionally hurtful than
slights against others; 47 percent say these
comments are meant to sting.

Muslims and gays also are seen as
targets of mean-spiritedness.

In contrast, only a third say
discriminatory words about blacks are
most often intended as hurtful, while twothirds think they are mostly jokes. And
75 percent think slurs against women are
generally meant to be funny.
That blasé attitude could lead them in
trouble.
Four out of 10 young people have given
little or no thought to the ease with which
their electronic messages could be passed
to people they didn’t expect to see them;
less than a quarter have thought about it
a lot. Two-thirds haven’t considered that
what they type could get them in trouble
with their parents or their school. But it
happens.
“People have that false sense of security
that they can say whatever they want
online,” said Pletka of Cape Girardeau, Mo.
“Anything that you put into print can be
used.”
The AP-MTV poll was conducted Aug.
18-31 and involved online interviews with
1,355 people ages 14-24 nationwide. The
margin of sampling error is plus or minus
3.8 percentage points.
The poll is part of an MTV campaign, “A
Thin Line,” aiming to stop the spread of
digital abuse.
The survey was conducted by Knowledge
Networks,
which
used
traditional
telephone and mail sampling methods
to randomly recruit respondents. People
selected who had no Internet access were
given it for free.

