The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College
www.sa.utb.edu/collegian/

INSIDE

Monday, March 17, 2003
Volume 55, Issue 22

Scorpion Academy starts Wednesday
Registration starts at 9 a.m.
today in the Endowment
Courtyard for the Scorpion
Academy, a series of workshops
aimed to show students how the
justice system works.
Sponsored by the Student
Government Association and

Exchange
pact targets
nursing
crunch

Campus Police, the academy will
feature representatives from law
enforcement
agencies
who
instruct police officers.
Registration ends at noon today
and resumes from 9 a.m. to noon
Tuesday. Those students who registered before today must pick up

information packets during registration Monday or Tuesday.
Participants must be UTB/TSC
students.
The Scorpion Academy begins
Wednesday and ends March 28.
Each session is from 7 to 8:30
p.m. in the third-floor conference

room of SET-B.
The sessions will feature
demonstrations
of
Special
(SWAT), K-9 and crime scene
investigation units. Instruction
topics also include traffic control,
See ‘Academy,’ Page 4

First day of Lent

See ‘Nursing,’ Page 7

Today's college students are
twice as likely to be depressed
and three times more likely to
be suicidal than they were a
decade ago, according to a

Not sure what to
wear for Bougainvillea?
You might want to
attend the Student
Activities
Office's
Fashion Show at noon
Wednesday in the
Endowment Courtyard
for a look at some
glamorous fashions.

Peña, Martín honored
as first endowed
chairs

DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN

Veronica Galvan-Carlan distributes the sacrament to junior education major Vanessa A.
Serrano during Ash Wednesday Mass at the Newman Center. Galvan-Carlan, an assistant professor of Curriculum and Instruction, is communion minister and adviser for
the Catholic Campus Ministries. More than 100 people attended the Mass celebrated by
Fathers Armand Mathew, OMI, and Genaro Henriquez.

Study finds increase in depression among college students
By Bryna Zumer
Knight Ridder/Tribune News
Service

Style show to highlight
Bougainvillea attire

Page 3

By Ildefonso Ortiz
Tiempo Nuevo Editor
UTB/TSC and Matamoros'
Universidad del Noreste de
Mexico have signed a cooperation agreement to develop programs to exchange students and
faculty and work together on
scientific and educational projects.
The agreement, signed Feb.
27, aims to address a "severe"
need to supply local hospitals
with nurses and other health
professionals, said Eldon
Nelson, dean of School of
Health Sciences.
"We have a fairly severe need
at the present," Nelson told The
Collegian in an interview last
week. "And … this university,
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recent study.
"For a variety of reasons,
school is more stressful than it
was 10 years ago," said Sherry
Benton, assistant director of
training at Kansas State
University and one of the
researchers of the study, which
was published in February.

Researchers examined the
changes in the problems of
students who visited the counseling center at Kansas State
University over a 13-year period.
The study, which included
13,000 students, found that
over the 13-year period of

time, the percentage of students with depression rose
from 21 percent to 41 percent.
The percentage of suicidal students rose from 5 percent to 9
percent, and students with
stress and anxiety problems
See ‘Depression,’ Page 6

University officials
have honored Sylvia
Peña, dean of the
School of Education,
and José Martín,
provost and vice president for Academic
Affairs, for being the
first recipients of
endowed chairs from
Houston Endowment
Inc.

Page 9
Scorpions in
doubleheader at
home today
The
UTB/TSC
Scorpions face Austin
Community College in a
doubleheader at noon
today at Scorpion Field.
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The Disability Awareness Club will
meet at 12:15 p.m. today in the Student
Union's Bougainvillea Room. For
more information, call Steve Wilder at
983-7374.
Hypnotist Richard Ames will perform at 7 p.m. Tuesday in the SET-B
Lecture Hall. Admission is free. Ames
will conduct a workshop on better
study habits after the show. For more
information, call the Office of Student
Activities at 554-5137.
UTB/TSC Business Technology
students will provide income tax
assistance from 4 to 7 p.m. every
Monday and Tuesday until April 15 in
Rusteberg Rooms 166 and 210. To
qualify for tax help, individuals must
be students or taxpayers with limited
income, disabilities, non-English
speaking or elderly. For more information, call the Business Technology
Department at 983-7835 or 548-6574.
The new UTB/TSC class ring will
be unveiled during the Grad Fair,
which begins at 10 a.m. today at the
TSC Bookstore. The ring was
designed by students and incorporates
symbols of the university.
The Presidents Roundtable will
take place at 7 tonight in the Student
Union's Gardenia Room. The meeting
is for presidents of any recognized student organization on campus to talk
about a wide range of issues. If you
plan to attend, e-mail Michelle
Garcia,
Student
Government
Association vice president for public
relations, at m_garcia30@utb.edu or
call her at 554-5032 or 554-5034.
Free tutoring for University
Physics II is conducted by Patricia
Perez from 8-9 p.m. Mondays and
Thursdays, General Physics II tutoring is conducted by Erick Vallarino
from 6-7 p.m. Mondays and
Wednesdays, and Astronomy tutoring
is conducted by Perez from 4-5 p.m.

Mondays and from 1-2 p.m.
Thursdays. All sessions are in SET-B
2.232. For more information, send an
e-mail to BigDaddyUTB@aol.com.
The Center for Gravitational
Wave Astronomy at UTB/TSC is
offering research scholarships to
undergraduate science majors. The
program provides a monthly stipend of
$600 for 20 hours of research per week
or $300 per month for 10 hours of
research per week. The program is also
offering a scholarship of up to $1,000
for high school students interested in
pursuing a physics or engineering
physics degree at UTB/TSC during
Fall 2003. For more information and
an application, access the Web site
www.phys.utb.edu/employment.shtml
and click "undergraduate gravitational" or contact Martha Casquette at
574-6765 or e-mail her at mcasquette@utb.edu.
The annual Juried Student Art
Show will open with a reception at
7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Richardson
Art Gallery, located on the second
floor of the Art Building. The show
will run until March 27. Admission is
free. Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Monday and Wednesday and 9 a.m. to
9 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday.
The Conflict Resolution Center
will conduct a workshop titled
"Communication" from noon to 1
p.m. Wednesday in Cortez Room 204
(Student Health Services conference
room). Refreshments will be provided.
For more information, call the center
at 983-7235.
The Office of Student Activities
will conduct a workshop titled "Fundraising" at 3 p.m. Wednesday in the
Student Union's Bougainvillea Room.
The workshop is part of the "Learning
to Lead" series sponsored by the
Office of Student Activities. For more
information, call 554-5138.

Career Services will conduct a
workshop
titled
"Interviewing
Skills" from 12:15 to 1 p.m. Thursday
in the Student Union's Gardenia
Room. For more information, call 5448292.
Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán meets at
7:30 p.m. Thursday, 10 a.m. Saturday
and 5 p.m. Sunday in the gym annex.
For more information, call Zelma
Mata at 554-8291.
Lawrence Kaplan, senior editor at
The New Republic and writer about
foreign policy and international affairs
for numerous journals, will discuss the
case for war with Iraq on the radio program "Society Under Fire," which
airs at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and 3:30
p.m. Sunday on KMBH-FM (88.9).
Kaplan is co-author of "The War Over
Iraq: Saddam's Tyranny and America's
Mission" (Encounter Books, 2003).
David Pearson, associate professor of
sociology in the Behavioral Sciences
Department, hosts the program.
The Gorgas Science Society will
meet at noon Friday in Life and Health
Sciences Room 2.806. For more information, e-mail the society at gorgassociety@yahoo.com.
John Ronnau, vice president for
Administration and Partnership
Affairs, will address the Student
Government Association during its
general meeting at 1:30 p.m. Friday in
Student Union Veranda. For more
information, call the SGA at 554-5034.
The Physical Sciences Department
will present Carl Sagan's "Cosmos"
(Episode IX: The Lives of the Stars)
from 1 to 2 p.m. Friday in Life and
Health Sciences Room 1.104. For
more information, contact Joseph
Romano, associate professor of
physics, at 574-6680.
Daniel Mendieta, a recruiter from
Peace Corps' Southwest Regional
Recruitment Office, will be at the

Brownsville Public Library at 6:30
p.m. Thursday. The Peace Corps is a
government agency that sends
American citizens to Africa, Asia,
Europe, Central America, the
Caribbean Islands, South America and
the South Pacific to teach self-sustaining projects in education, business,
health, environment and agriculture.
For more information, call (800) 4248580 or visit www.peacecorps.gov.
The UTB/TSC Cinema Club will
present "Ghost World," an American
film directed by Terry Zwigoff, at 7
p.m. Friday in Life and Health
Sciences Lecture Hall 1.102.
Admission is free.
The Phi Alpha Theta History
Honor Society, the Alliance
Francaise French Club and the
Edelweiss German Club are sponsoring a student presentation titled
"Madame de Pompadour and her
Friends" at 7 p.m. Friday in South Hall
122. Admission is free; refreshments
will be served.
Phi Theta Kappa will meet at 10
a.m. Saturday in the Student Union's
Jacaranda Room. For more information, contact Janie Ureña at janieurena@hotmail.com.
Students currently receiving financial aid may be eligible to receive
assistance for Summer 2003. Visit the
Financial Assistance Office at Tandy
206 to fill out a request form for
Summer Financial Aid. The deadline
to apply is March 31. For more information, call the Financial Assistance
Office at 544-8277.
If you would like your club, organization or department news published
in the Briefs section, call Lorena Cruz
at 554-5143, e-mail her at collegian@utb.edu or visit The Collegian
office, located in Student Union Room
1.28. The deadline for the March 24
issue is 5 p.m. today.

Style show to highlight Bougainvillea attire
By Leslie Robinson
Staff Writer
Not sure what to wear for
Bougainvillea? You might want to
attend the Student Activities Office's
fashion show at noon Wednesday in
the Endowment Courtyard for a look
at some glamorous fashions.
The event will feature formal attire

from Al's Formal Wear. Department
stores are being contacted for a variety
of attire, said Eloy Alvarez, student
development specialist for the Office
of Student Activities. Nine male and
nine female models will show off the
clothes, he said.
"The goal is to provide the formal
services that are available for our students for Bougainvillea," Alvarez

said.
The invitation to attend the fashion
show will be extended to high schools.
"We are trying to support high
schools in their proms because it's
about the time that proms are being
held at the high schools," Alvarez said.
He said the department hopes the
event will help bring more awareness
about Bougainvillea.

"We are trying to get attendance to
be higher, so that we will have a successful activity," Alvarez said.
Bougainvillea, the university's annual spring dance, is scheduled for 7
p.m. April 12 in the Jacob Brown
Auditorium. As of press time
Thursday, no date had been set for the
election of the Bougainvillea king and
queen.
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Peña, Martín honored as first endowed chairs
By John Strubelt
Collegian Editor
University officials have honored
Sylvia Peña, dean of the School of
Education, and José Martín, provost
and vice president for Academic
Affairs, for being the first recipients of
endowed chairs from Houston
Endowment Inc.
The two administrators were recognized during a ceremony after the Feb.
20 meeting of the Southmost Union
Junior College District board of
trustees.
In December 2000, the board of
directors for Houston Endowment Inc.
authorized a grant of $1.5 million to
UTB/TSC for the establishment of
endowed chairs in the School of
Education, the College of Science,
Mathematics and Technology and Civic
Engagement, said UTB/TSC President
Juliet V. García.
"At this spring's faculty and staff convocation, I announced that through that
generous gift we have been able to
honor two individuals whose hearts are
with our students and who offer full
support to our mission: Dr. Sylvia Peña
and Dr. José Martin," García said.
"Holding an endowed chair carries with
it great responsibility. It is not only
honorific; it requires that the holders
present a plan for what they plan to do
with that endowed chair money."
After 20 years at the University of
Houston, Peña joined UTB/TSC in
1996 and became its first dean of
Graduate Studies and Sponsored
Programs. For the last five years, Peña
has served as the university's dean of
the School of Education. Her many
accomplishments include establishing a
system of advising that has enhanced

Advertise in
The Collegian.
Call 554-5143
for the details.

ExCET scores, creating a successful
program for former employees of the
Haggar plant, being named outstanding
bilingual educator by the Texas
Association for Bilingual Education
and being nominated to the Texas
Women's Hall of Fame.
Peña, along with Renee Rubin and
John Sutterby, assistant professors of
curriculum and instruction, will use the
endowment for research on children
and bilingualism.
"This money, these funds are going to
help me to reactivate a research agenda
that is very near and dear to my heart,"
Peña said. "We're going to take a look at
600 children who are learning English-they're English-language learners--in
first, second and third grade. We're trying to understand the relationship in this
population of children--we know that
there's a relationship--between reading
fluency and reading comprehension.
But, no one has studied that relationship
in English-language learners and also
taken a look at the interaction between
the first language and the second language."
Also, with the help of Javier Ayala,
associate professor of curriculum and
instruction, Peña will research a select
sample of this same group of children to
better understand the relationship
between reading fluency, reading proficiency and leisure reading.
"There is lots of research showing the

rich get richer," Peña said. "In other
words, children from well-to-do families do very well because, throughout
the summer, they continue lots of reading at home because of their families'
wherewithal for that activity, whereas
poor children from disadvantaged
homes do not have that opportunity. So,
I want to take a look at some singlecase experimental studies and do some
interventions with parents, and then
find out if they're able then to influence
their children in reading more, see if
that increases their vocabulary, and they
become better readers."
Martín was awarded an endowed
chair for the College of Science,
Mathematics and Technology.
In 1996, Martín became UTB/TSC's
dean of the College of Science,
Mathematics and Technology after
serving as chair of the Department of
Chemical and Nuclear Engineering at
the University of MassachusettsLowell. Two years ago, he became
provost and vice president for
Academic Affairs.
"Dr. Martín is a person of the highest
integrity who excels as a teacher, a
researcher, a facilitator, an encourager
and as a trusted colleague," García said.
"He has earned the respect of his peers
in the scientific community, locally,
nationally and internationally. He has
taught at universities in Brazil, Spain,
Italy, Austria, Mexico and, of course,

the United States. He is widely published in journals and has been principal
investigator for many research projects.
He is a person who is deeply committed
to enhancing the educational attainment
level of our community and making the
dreams of the college education come
true."
Martín's endowment will be used for
academic activities in the College of
Science, Mathematics and Technology,
special library materials and scholarships for students.
Martín said that UTB/TSC's needs
are many, and there is very little room
for discretionary investment in
Academic Affairs. However, he will try
to "make a very small dent" on those
needs.
"What is required, because of some
reason or another and because it has
been budgeted, sometimes gets in the
way of what is important," Martín said.
"What we derived from this appointment and this honor may be but a drop
in meeting the need, but that drop, if
invested properly, may go a long way if
we find and we get the right things. …
This appointment, I cannot tell you how
honored I am by this. I am fully aware
that it is not one I pretend to have
earned, but it is one that I promise to try
to deserve."
The endowed chair appointments are
for three-year terms and will receive
about $20,000 per year.
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Club Spotlight

Village luau

Name:
Resident
Hall
Association
Purpose: To provide an outlet
for the residents at The Village at
Fort Brown in social, academic
and recreational activities on campus and within resident housing.
Established: Feb. 11, 2003
Adviser: Vince Solis, housing
director
President: Robert Gomez
Vice President: Fatima Ochoa
Secretary: Rebecca Guerrero
Historian: Rosa Rosales

National
Communications
Coordinator: Lorenzo Manquero
Treasurer: James Cleveland
Events: Scorpion Day
Open to: Residents of The
Village at Fort Brown.
Meets: At 9 p.m. Tuesday in the
second-floor lobby of The Village
at Fort Brown.
For more information, contact:
Robert Gomez at 504-2541, Ext.
7206, or Fatima Ochoa at 5042541, Ext. 7617.
--Compiled by Leslie Robinson

LORENA CRUZ/COLLEGIAN

Judith Alfaro (left), a resident assistant at The Village at Fort
Brown, speaks with residents Belinda Salas (center) and Cecilia
Rivera during a luau near the dormitory's pool on March 5. The
luau featured hot dogs and burgers, music by Planet Sound and a
limbo contest.

The UT Optional Retirement Plan
The Markets Change
The Rules Change
Investment Strategies Change

LORENA CRUZ/COLLEGIAN

Members of the Resident Hall Association include (front row, from
left) Estiballie Barrales; Patricia Hinojosa; Rosa Rosales, historian; Belinda Salas; Fatima Ochoa, vice president; and Rebecca
Guerrero, secretary. Second row: Hugo Perez; Jason Santo;
Monica Castañeda; José L. Ricalday Jr.; Robert Gomez, president;
Jenavette Alvear; Cecilia Y. Rivera; James Cleveland, treasurer.

Academy
Continued from Page 1

What Are You Doing?
YOUR PERSONAL FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Robert F. Richardson, CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT

956 542-1775
LD3972-08/02
Investment Advisory Representative with and Securities offered through InterSecurities,
Inc., member NASD and SIPC. 1623 Central Blvd. Suite 200, Brownsville, TX 78520

www.sa.utb.edu/collegian/

communications, patrol, volunteer programs, investigations, crisis negotiations, community policing and problemsolving, and firearm safety.
Students also will get first-hand experience during a patrol car ride-along,
where they will see what officers see and
hear, and what they are trained to do
under a variety of circumstances.
A "University Night Walk" will take
place each night, with students walking
throughout the campus with flashlights
and vests.
One evening will be devoted to situational exercises where students will use a
"shoot-don't-shoot" simulator.
The schedule is tentatively set as follows:
Wednesday: Welcome and workshops

begin.
Thursday: Criminal justice system
and Texas law.
Friday: Police operations, prevention
of burglary, theft and robbery.
Saturday: Optional cardio-pulmonary
resuscitation/first-aid certification. This
workshop is limited to 12 students.
March 24: Criminal investigations
and ID theft.
March 25: Gun safety, community
and volunteer programs.
March 26: Self-defense tactics.
March 27: Campus safety, risk assessment, risk reduction, campus safety
practices.
March 28: Review, question-andanswer session, closing ceremony at
Student Union veranda.
For more information on the Scorpion
Academy, call the Student Government
Association at 554-5032.
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Depression
Continued from Page 1
rose from 36 percent to 62 percent.
There are many possible reasons
for the increases in depression and
other stress-related issues, Benton
said, including more academic competition and financial stress.
Counseling center directors nationwide, however, said the depressed
economy has caused more stress than
grades.
"There's a perception among our
students that there are not that many
opportunities in the workplace," said
Patricia Larsen, director at the
University of Colorado at Denver.
"They feel a lot of pressure to stand
out."
She agreed with Benton that there
is also more stress about paying for
college because "families' dollars are
stretched… [they] cannot provide as
much support to the students."
Russ Federman, director at the
University of Virginia, said college
used to be a time of exploration, but
now students must choose a major
that will guarantee success in the job
force.
"When I went to school in the '60s,
it was not uncommon to be a liberal

arts major," Federman said. "Now if
you're a liberal arts major, it means
you don't know what you want to
do."
Another explanation, Benton said,
is better medication of younger people with mental problems.
"A lot of students function well
enough to get to college," she said.
Federman agreed, saying he has
seen "more people coming to [U.Va.]
with pre-existing depression."
Less stigma about seeking counseling is yet another reason. "People are
a lot more comfortable coming in [to
the counseling center]," Benton said.
The study also found increases in
sexual assault, relationship issues,
family issues and personality disorders.
"We were very aware that the
stress and anxiety had overtaken
relationship problems," Benton said.
"We were working with a lot more
suicidal students. ... You really
notice that."
Because the study only looked at
the rural, 19,000-student Kansas
State University, its results are probably not a direct reflection of the
entire country, she said.
Student stress at the University of
Colorado at Denver, Larsen said,
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may be due to its position as an
urban, commuter university. Many of
its 11,000 students work full time.
"Parking alone is enough to give
you a headache," she said.
However, Rebecca Davenport, a
psychologist at Bowling Green State
University in Ohio, said the trends
she sees at the rural, 16,000-student
university represent a larger picture.
Davenport previously worked at
Mercyhurst College, a private suburban college in Erie, Pa., with 3,000
students.
Although Mercyhurst College had
slightly more anxiety problems,
overall "I was seeing the same sorts
of issues," she said.
The study ended before the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. After
Sept. 11, Kansas State University
saw a drop in the number of students
visiting the counseling center, which
Benton said was due to "a sense of
solidarity that … pulled people into
a sense of common care and concern."
The effects of Sept. 11 on students
at other universities were mixed.
Larsen, at the University of
Colorado at Denver, said she saw "a
ton" of cases afterward, although
many students did not attribute their

stress directly to that event.
Federman said case numbers at
U.Va. did not increase, and it's too
soon to predict the long-term effects
of Sept. 11.
The counseling centers have tried
to address the increase in serious
mental problems in several ways.
The University of Colorado at
Denver teaches its counselors more
techniques to address anxiety, grief
and loss. Counselors now focus on
"stress inoculation," which means
teaching preventive techniques for
handling stress, Larsen said.
Craig Vickio, director of the
Bowling Green State University center, said the center improved its
emergency response system one and
half years ago.
"Because of the increasing numbers of crises and emergencies … we
have a system now in place where
throughout the day there's a person
assigned for emergencies," he said.
Counselors have realized they are
the front line when it comes to serious problems. Benton, at Kansas
State University, said 20 years ago
counseling centers did not worry
about diagnosing mental illnesses.
Now, she said, "we're putting out
fires more."

Just when you need it most!
Career Expo - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Thursday, March 27
Lightner Student Center
This is the biggest function UTB/TSC’s Career Services holds each year, where hot companies are
pooled together to bring students this spectacular resource.

6 Keys to Success at a Career Expo:
Research: Get a huge jump on the competition by doing some research on each
of the comapnies you want to interview
with.

Attire: Conservative business attire is
essential, because image and first
impressions are critical. It is always better
to be overdressed than underdressed.

Resume: Bring lots of resumes to the
expo, at least two for each company.

Networking: Building a network with
recruiters is vital. However, networking
with fellow job-seekers in terms of sharing
information about leads, companies and
their recruiting styles is also essential.

Portfolios: More and more career experts
are emphasizing the importance of career
portfolios. These portfolios should include
copies of your resume, a list of
references and samples of your best work.

Follow-up: Following up after a career
expo will give you an edge over the many
others who don’t. You can either call the
recruiter the evening of the fair or send a
letter thanking the recruiter and restating
your interest and qualifications for the
position.
UTB/TSC Counseling and Career Services
80 Fort Brown
Brownsville, Texas 78520
Phone: (956) 544-8292 Fax: (956) 548-6554
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Nursing
Continued from Page 1
which is a principal agent to supply
nurses, cannot meet that need. I can't
meet it today, I can't meet it if I were to
double my graduates today and I couldn't meet it if I could double my graduates two years ago."
As a result, the dean said, the Valley's
hospitals are sending representatives all
over the world to recruit nurses.
Realizing the critical need two years
ago, the hospitals also asked the university's help in finding a solution to the
nursing shortage.
Nelson said that about 18 months
ago, a community committee of repre-

sentatives from Brownsville and
Matamoros was formed to explore what
"we may do to be able to recruit welltrained health professionals from
Mexico."
He said Mexican officials encouraged
the venture "because they feel it has
benefits" for both the Valley, in terms of
meeting the need for allied health professionals, and for Mexico because it
would provide "full employment for
their nursing and allied health professionals" with salaries that would be
substantially larger than some of the
salaries currently available to these professionals.
In addition, the university and the
hospitals would be committed to

As part of the 2nd Annual UTB/TSC Guitar Ensemble Festival,
the Brownsville Society for the Performing Arts presents

World Music Guitar Legends

"Devastating acoustic duo considered
by many to rank alongside the best
guitar players in the world. They've
become one of the most respected
and copied acoustic guitar duos in
the U.S., with admirers worldwide."
--Guitarist
"With their incendiary blend of
flamenco color, driving Afro-Latin
rhythms, and dazzling nylon string
virtuosity ... Strunz & Farah are
spectacular live. For guitar lovers, the
experience can be downright
apocalyptic." --Guitar Player

8 p.m. Friday, March 28
Jacob Brown Auditorium
600 International Blvd.
Doors open at 7 p.m.
Tickets: $15, $25, $50
On sale at Melhart Music, Valle Vista Mall, Shoreline Realty (SPI), Boot Jack
(Brownsville), Brownsville Chamber, UTB/TSC Fine Arts Department and
Brownsville Convention & Visitors Bureau.
Purchase tickets by phone-call the Brownsville CVB (546-3721)
For more information, call (956) 639-3448 or log on to www.brosociety.org

enhancing the skills and techniques and
experiences where the nursing students
might have need.
"As the time would develop, they
would be able to return back to their
homeland and take that new knowledge
and new skills to enhance health care in
Mexico," Nelson said.
The General Academic and Scientific
Cooperation Agreement is a five-year
renewable agreement. Under the pact,
the universities agree to the following
types of cooperation: reciprocal
exchange of students; reciprocal
exchange of staff and faculty; collaborative research project; exchange of
publications, reports and other academic information; collaborative profes-
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sional development among other future
activities.
The document was signed by
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García
and José Martín, provost and vice president for Academic Affairs. Signing the
document on behalf of Universidad del
Noreste were its rector, Jose del Pozo
Alvarez, and its general coordinator,
Father Jose de Jesus Robledo Aguilar.
Also present at the ceremony were
Juan Carlos Foncerrada, the Mexican
consul in Brownsville, and Mike
Godfrey, UT System vice chancellor
and general counsel.
The dean said the immediate goal of
See ‘Nursing,’ Page 8
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Nursing
Continued from Page 7
both universities is a pilot program to
train about 25 Mexican nurses so they
may work in U.S. hospitals.
"We've been developing the program
in partnership with an independent
agency in the Valley called the
Partnership Institute," Nelson said.
"The Partnership Institute, for the most
part, has been helping us to design what
that program of training may look
like."
Simultaneously, the Institute and the
university have been working with the
hospitals to try to determine the cost of
the program.
"Only recently have we come together and agreed on what might be the cost
to initiate a pilot project involving
about 25 Mexican nurses," Nelson said.
The start date for the pilot project is
tentatively set for June 1.
"It's involving nurses that have
already achieved a fairly high level of
English proficiency," Nelson said,
adding that they would have to take the
national Test of English as a Foreign
Language, or TOEFL.
Those nurses who pass the exam
would have their expenses paid for a
"six-month program in which they
would dedicate 40 hours a week mini-

On Campus
mum to learning the nursing process …
so that they would be successful on the
national examinations that would permit them licensure here in the U.S.,"
Nelson said.
The dean said officials hope to start
the search for participants almost
immediately.
Valley Baptist Medical Center and
Valley Regional Medical Center have
committed to funding it, and the effort
will have the full support of the
Consortium for Health Professional
Education, which includes other local
hospitals.
He said the university would provide
academic coursework directed to training the Mexican nurses in the American
nursing process. The Partnership
Institute will be responsible for coordinating the clinical training of the nurses with the Valley hospitals.
"These students are going to be taking courses here at the university,"
Nelson said, "but they will not be formally entering into a nursing program.
As a result, the university cannot provide clinical training for them."
Nelson said if the pilot project is
successful, "then other universities in
other locales can use the program for
training Mexican nurses. ... There has
been some national interest shown on
us in our efforts to do this."
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Pioneers' broom mightier than Scorpions' sting
By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor
The UTB/TSC Scorpion baseball team
has dropped a three-game series to
Wharton County College. The sweep
leaves the Scorpions with a 4-13 overall
record and 3-11 in conference play.
In Game 1 March 1, the Scorpions
were dominated as Wharton starter Billy
Carnline pitched a complete game
shutout for the win, allowing only two
hits in seven innings pitched. He also
had six strikeouts. The hits came on singles by Gilbert Gonzales and Julio Ruiz.
"Wharton's pitcher, Carnline, just shut
us down," Scorpion Head Coach Eliseo
Herrera said. "He had a great day and we
just couldn't match it because [he] was
throwing over 90 and he had an outstanding curveball. It was just an outstanding pitching performance."
Wharton scored a run in the second
inning and then scored three more runs
in the third on three walks and two singles off UTB/TSC's starter Hiram
Lopez, who pitched only three and onethird innings. Mike McCune relieved
Lopez, pitching two and two-thirds
innings and giving up two runs. In the

sixth, with a man on first, Wharton shortstop Greg O'Neill hit a two-run home run
off McCune. In the seventh, Wharton
added two more runs for the final score
of 8-0.
In Game 2 March 2, UTB/TSC scored
first as outfielder Jason Hill, on base via
a walk, stole second base and later
scored on a double by Saul Requeñez.
The Scorpions added another run in the
third on a home run by Arnold Meza. In
the fourth, Wharton got on the board as
outfielder Mike Maltie had a two-run
double and Jacob Tyler had an RBI single. This gave the Pioneers the lead 3-2.
They scored again in the fifth on a Doug
Hinson RBI single and again in the sixth
on a home run by Maltie.
The Scorpions tied the game at 5 as
they scored three more runs in the bottom of the sixth. With two men on, outfielder Hill hit a two-run double. He later
scored on a single by shortstop Robert
Gomez for the three runs of the inning.
In the seventh, third baseman Dan Ruiz
hit a solo home run and in the ninth
Wharton scored the final run of the game
as designated hitter Carnline had an RBI
triple. The Scorpions could not score in
the final two innings and the final score

was 7-5.
"They just had a couple more hits,"
Herrera said of the loss. "We played
solid defensively but that's just the way
the game went and it was a good baseball
game."
The best offensive performance in the
game was by Jason Hill, who batted 2 for
4 with a double, two RBIs, two runs
scored and two stolen bases.
UTB/TSC pitcher Efren Rivera had his
first start of the season in a down-to-thewire match in Game 3. Wharton scored
two runs in the first on hits by third baseman Ruiz and designated hitter Carnline.
UTB/TSC scored a run off Wharton
starter Kyle Lewis as Eric Flores had an
RBI single, scoring Hawk Scott. In the
bottom of the third, UTB/TSC tied the
game at 2 with a solo home run by right
fielder Carlos Treviño but Wharton came
right back, adding a run of their own in
the top of the fourth on a sacrifice fly by
first baseman Jason Graham to score
Carnline. The Scorpions managed to tie
the game at 3 in the sixth when first
baseman Alex Guajardo had an RBI single to score Requeñez. The score
remained tied until the eighth when
Wharton shortstop O'Neill reached base

on a double. With a man on base, the
next batter, Ruiz, hit a ball that just kept
carrying. Scorpion left fielder Hawk
Scott went after the ball, even climbing
on the wall. He made the catch but lost
his glove over the fence, which still
made it a home run. With a man on and
two outs in the bottom of the ninth,
Scorpion second baseman Gonzales was
battling Wharton pitcher Lewis when he
hit a long drive down left field that had
the fans, the players and even the coaches on their feet only to see the ball drift
foul by 4 feet. Gonzales then struck out
on the following pitch to end the game.
"My guys gave great effort and they
played the game right, with focus, intensity and hustle," Herrera said.
"Hopefully, we can maintain that and
build off it."
UTB/TSC pitcher Rivera took the loss
and Wharton's Lewis the win. Lewis
gave up seven hits, three runs and got 11
strikeouts. McCune pitched the final
inning in relief, having two strikeouts in
a one-two-three inning.
The Scorpions will have a non-conference doubleheader at noon today against
Austin Community College at Scorpion
Field.
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Viewpoint

Frowning on all things French
By Tanya Barrientos
Knight Ridder Newspapers
There's a restaurant owner in North Carolina who is so fed up with the lack of
support France has shown for the United States that he has rewritten his menu.
Instead of French fries, he is sliding "freedom fries" next to his burgers.
He is just one of a growing list of folks bent on boycotting goods that have anything to do with "la France."
Wine. Cheese. Coffeehouse skim-milk lattes with cinnamon and chocolate
shavings.
Pardon my French, but what the (bleep) are they trying to prove?
The geopolitical chess game being played at the United Nations has poised
France and Germany on one side of the board and Britain and the United States
on the other.
The delegates are debating resolutions that are intricate and deadly serious.
But if you like your international politics on the simplistic side, I suppose
frowning on all things French is one way to go.
What I want to know is just how far are these anti-French protesters willing to
go?
Are they going to conjure up clever new names for French toast? French dressing? French-cut string beans?
Instead of a French kiss, will they fuel their passions with a sloppy "European
union"?
Are they going to stop ordering the Croissanwich at Burger King, or eschew
words such as "eschew" that derive from "le francais?"
"Mon dieu!" The quagmire they are wading into!
French manicures. French poodles. French cuffs. French twists.
French doors. French bread. French horns. Mr. French.
It may seem as if tossing that half-empty jar of Dijon lodged in back of the
fridge might be a quick and easy act of patriotism. But what all-American condiment would the boycotters suggest we replace it with? French's yellow?
What, I wonder, would they have us do about the Statue of Liberty, which was,
after all, a gift from "les miserables" across the ocean? How about New Orleans'
famous French Quarter?
And the Tour de France? Somehow, the image of Lance Armstrong biking
through the bucolic fields of Uzbekistan lacks a certain je ne sais quoi.
Of course, the logical extension of their reprimand would be to shun German
products as well. And conversely, to embrace all things British.
But I don't see a rising tide of jingoistic millionaires rushing to junk their
Benzes, Beemers and Porsches. And so far I haven't noticed fewer Volkswagen
Jettas or Beetles tooling down the streets.
Come to think of it, giving up sauerkraut and schnitzel wouldn't be anywhere
near the struggle of forgoing coq au vin and crepe suzette.
Are you beginning to see how "absurde" this boycott route could become?
Next thing you know, Frenchie Davis, who was kicked off "American Idol" last
month, will change her name to Brittany.
We'll be ordering an Earl Grey grande with orange marmalade and crumpets at
Starbucks, and steak and McKidney pie will suddenly appear on the value menu
at the golden arches.
Look, I'm as patriotic as the next guy, but I'm not going to make a coaster out
of my DVD of "Amelie."
And, quite frankly, nothing short of the Third World War will get me to eat that
Brit concoction called bubble and squeak.
Tanya Barrientos is a columnist at The Philadelphia Inquirer.
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Student Soapbox
What does "Erin Go Bragh" mean?
"It's the newest car that's coming
out for the 2005 year."
--Eddie Armendariz
Freshman criminal justice major
"I have no idea, sounds like broccoli."
--Abraham Rodriguez
Sophomore computer science
major

Sophomore history major
"It sounds like something a girl
would wear."
--Fernando Morales
Freshman international business
major

"Sounds like a clothing line."
--Frank Serrata
Sophomore psychology major

"I know it's Irish, they usually say
it around St. Patrick's Day. It's supposed to mean something like, good
luck may the wind be at your back.
It's an Irish blessing, I think."
--Joseph Rodriguez
Senior English major

"A type of car or something. Say hi
to Jay Leno for me."
--Juan Gonzalez

Editor's note: Erin go bragh means
"Ireland forever" in Gaelic.
--Compiled by Leslie Robinson
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Arts & Entertainment

Presentation features students as French revolutionaries
By Analiz Gonzalez
Staff Writer
On Friday, 10 UTB/TSC students will
be transformed into 18th century
French revolutionaries in a presentation
at 7 p.m. in South Hall 122.
Members of the Alliance Francaise,
Phi Alpha Theta History Honor Society
and Edelweiss German clubs are taking
part in the historical presentation titled
"Madame de Pompadour and Her
Friends."
"I have them cooperate," said Milo
Kearney, social science professor and
sponsor of the three clubs. "I just ask
what students are interested in participating and I ask what assignments they
would like. They are always very
enthusiastic."
Each of the students will be given
five to 10 minutes to "take on the persona" of the character they are portraying.
"It is not a play," Kearney said. "It is
a series of presentations. The [performers] will be partly in costume and they
will try to convey why these were
important people, how they interacted
and how they influenced our lives.
They will also try to convey the fun of

ANALIZ GONZALEZ/COLLEGIAN

Those taking part in "Madame de Pompadour and Her Friends," are
(front row, from left) Lupita Ramirez, Emily Vasquez, Ana De Luna and
Michelle Fleming. Back row: Social Sciences Professor Milo Kearney,
Liz Fowler, Justin Lawrence, Tim Miller, David Cantu, Michael
Benavides and Tomas Gomez.cutline
that set of people [by using] humor."
Senior government major Lupita
Ramirez will play Madame du Barry.
"I believe it is going to be very inter-

esting," Ramirez said. "It is a different
way of presenting history to people in a
way that will be entertaining. The presentation will make it easier for the pub-

lic to remember what they have
learned."
The other students involved in the
presentation are Emily Vasquez, as the
important Madame de Pompadour, mistress of Louis XV; Michael Benavides,
as the sybaritic King Louis XV; Liz
Fowler, as the patient queen Marie
Lescinzka; Ana De Luna, as the wise
lawyer Montesquieu; Justin Lawrence,
as the impudent Voltaire; David Cantu,
as the upstart philosopher and writer
Rousseau; Tomas Gomez, as the erudite
physician and economist Quesnay; and
Tim Miller, as the critical encyclopedist
Diderot.
Roman Perez will serve as moderator.
Michelle Fleming will help out backstage.
The French Revolution was a significant period in world history, Kearney
said.
"Madame de Pompadour was a friend
of and a patroness of the political
philosophers who led the way in theory
into the French Revolution," he said.
"All the characters being played had a
sense of the need to change society and
secondly, a sense of fun and daring."
Admission is free. For more information, call Kearney at 544-8260.
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March 18
SET-B Lecture Hall
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From Russia
By Ysenia Bazaldua
Special to The Collegian
Aside from the fabled Princess
Aurora, not a single eye was shut during Tchaikovsky's "Sleeping Beauty"
March 5 at the Jacob Brown
Auditorium.
Everyone's eyes were too busy keeping up with the varied vibrant colors,
captivating choreography and talent on
stage.
The dreams of children and
grownups alike were perhaps fulfilled
on stage as storybook images became
real dancers with real music from
Russia.
Tchaikovsky is Russia's most famed
composer; his music is rich, enchanting
and immensely recognized just like the
story of "Sleeping Beauty."
We all know that "Sleeping Beauty"
is the story of a princess who pricks her
finger, falls into an enchanted sleep
until awakened by a handsome and
noble prince. It is a classic story of
good prevailing over evil, and an archetype of true love with prince and
princess achieving a happily-ever-after
ending.
It's probably the Grimm brothers'
most famed and loved story, but this
tale has gotten a new spin, a couple of
triple axles and overall look thanks to
the St. Petersburg Ice Ballet.
St. Petersburg's "Sleeping Beauty"
was not a slow-moving character show,
where fairies simply waved a wand, or
a prince merely stands gallantly. From
the opening christening, the casting of a
spell, the vision of the prince making
his way toward the sleeping kingdom,
and the celebratory wedding ending,
dancers were gliding and performing to
the music.
Under the direction of Mikhail
Kaminov, a retired champion in pair
figure skating and a Master of Sports of
Russia, "Sleeping Beauty" has been
newly suited with more than a hundred
dazzling costumes, two acts, and an
entirely new opera-house-style set
designed for the company and enough
energy to entertain many.
The cast is entirely made up of champion ice dancers. Principal skaters such
as Pavel Ivanov, Olga Kuvashova,
Elena Komorova, Alexei Pogodin, Oleg
Riabov, Andrei Straganov, Tatiana
Prokefieva, Alexei Sivak and Leonid
Smirvov all have awards and achievements almost as extensive as they have
shows.

YSENIA BAZALDUA/FOR THE COLLEGIAN

Members of the St. Petersburg State Ice Ballet perform Tchaikovsky’s
“Sleeping Beauty” March 5 at the Jacob Brown Auditorium.
Kuvashova has been skating since
childhood, is a Master Sports in Russia
and winner of "Champion of St.
Petersburg" and numerous titles in
European competitions. She won the
hearts of many on the ice as Sleeping
Beauty, Princess Aurora. Komarova,
the caring Lilac Fairy, is Champion of
Russia, Moscow and St Petersburg.
She has a silver medal, "Amber Skates"
title among others.
Alexi Pogodin was a winning wolf in
the show, a multiple champion and
prizewinner of the "Championships of
St. Petersburg," the "Cup of Russia,"
quadruple champion of the international figure skating competition, Moscow
News Trophy and four-time silver
medal winner.
Ivanov was Prince Desire in the
show. He is a leading soloist, performs
all the title roles as a result of his skill
and dedication. Skating is almost second nature to him.
"I've done this all my life, more than
15 years," Ivanov said.
Much of the show's unique style and
movement is the result of great choreography and stage preparation.
Principal choreographer Konstantin
Rassadin, a former principal dancer and
choreographer of the Kirov Ballet and a
Merited Artist of Russia, choreographed "Sleeping Beauty." Rassadin
has studied with great ballet masters
and has been producing classical ballet
programs for theater throughout the
former Soviet Union since 1980. The

grandeur of Russian innovation, style
and dance was a hit that evening.
After all, talent and performance
proved to be the overall shared language between Russian and Jacob
Brown crewmembers. Despite their
different modes of language, an enjoyable event was made possible.
The audience gasped and cheered at
the acrobatic feats, the dazzling cos-

tume changes. The ominous look of the
wicked fairy Carabosse and her cohorts
got the most applause that evening.
Apparently, a villain on skates was a
big highlight as were the cameo appearances by other notable fairytale characters like Little Red Riding Hood, the
Wolf, Puss in Boots and marvel of stage
design.
Transforming the otherwise traditional Jacob Brown stage into a professional ice rink was almost a show in itself.
Portable refrigeration equipment maintained 10,000 pounds of ice in a 6-inchdeep, plastic-lined container. During
intermission, children and adults
rushed to inspect the ice as technicians
smoothed it out.
The St. Petersburg State Ice Ballet
has been selling out shows and amazing
audiences for 36 years in their homeland and such places as Sweden,
Finland, Belgium, Greece, United
Kingdom and South Korea, totaling
more than 5,000 performances.
This performance was part of the ballet troupe's six-month North American
tour, ending in April; fans lucky enough
to catch this show were definitely treated to a magical evening. Once again,
entertainment provided by the
UTB/TSC's 2002-2003 Arts &
Entertainment Series Arts season
gleamed, twirled and sizzled without
melting any of the ice.

