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Prof analyzes U.S.-Iraq conflict for CNN
By Sonia Mejia
Staff Writer
UTB/TSC Social Sciences lecturer and retired Army Col.
Edward G. Moore is serving as a
political/military analyst for CNN
International, reporting to the
Turkish audience about U.S. mili-

Campus to
get tough
on smoking
violations

tary observations during the conflict with Iraq.
"I don't have any problems
going back, it's an exciting country," Moore said in an interview
March
11
at
the
Brownsville/South Padre Island
Airport shortly before leaving for
Turkey.

*Iraq: country of conflict, Page 6
*Coping with a war situation,
Page 7
*A call for moral support,
Page 16

Moore lived in Turkey for five
years, leaving in 1990.
"I was the U.S. military attaché

to Turkey and so my experience
helps," he said.
Moore will be based in Istanbul,
teaming with two other commentators for a "studio-type analysis"
of the U.S. military, which will be
broadcast daily in Turkey.
See ‘Moore,’ Page 5

See ‘SGA,’ Page 14

Sarah Weddington, the attorney who gained national fame
for arguing the winning side of
Roe vs. Wade before the U.S.
Supreme Court, will speak at
UTB/TSC at 1 and 7 p.m.

If you had a sinking
feeling when walking
across the courtyard of
the Eidman Music
Building, you weren't
the only one.
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Med school prep
program sending off
first graduate
A UTB/TSC program
that prepares students
for medical school graduates its first scholar
this spring semester.
Senior
chemistry
major Marcia Mares is
the first in her cohort to
be accepted into the
University of Texas
Medical Branch in
Galveston.

Page 19
ABD RABBO AMMAR/ABACA PRESS

Smoke from an explosion appears over the Iraqi capital of Baghdad in the first hour of
the war led by the United States on Thursday.

Roe vs. Wade attorney to speak here
By Sonia Mejia
Staff Writer

Eidman courtyard
gets a lift

Iraq under fire

By Analiz Gonzalez
Staff Writer
Smokers who take a puff in
prohibited areas of campus may
face fines.
"I've met with the chief of
police on campus, and students
need to be aware that if you are
smoking near a [prohibited]
facility you are going to be
given a court citation," Student
Government
Association
President Edward Camarillo
said during the March 7 meeting of the organization. "You
will be given a warning first,
and if you are caught again, you
will be given a court citation.
You will then have to present it
at a court, and they will fine

Page 3

Friday.
Weddington's
topic
is
"Women in Legal and Political
Leadership." The lectures are
sponsored by UTB/TSC's
Professional Women Speak
organization.
In the 1973 abortion-rights
case, the high court ruled that

"state laws restricting abortion
were an unconstitutional invasion of a woman's right to privacy." Weddington is believed
to be the youngest woman ever
to win a case in the Supreme
Court.
"She made history," said
Deloria Nanze-Davis, chair-

man of the Mathematics
Department and president of
Professional Women Speak.
"She's a very dynamic speaker;
she would have to be in order
to defend a case at 26 and win
it."
See ‘Roe,’ Page 12

Guitar greats,
students gather here
for fest
Classical, pop and
flamenco music will fill
the air of UTB/TSC during the second annual
Guitar
Ensemble
Festival
scheduled
Thursday
through
Saturday.
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Briefs

Handle with care

VIRGINIA ORTIZ/COLLEGIAN

Campus Police Sgt. David Marquez (left) and Officer Cesar
Garcia show Esmeralda Pecina the safety materials used to properly handle mail that may be contaminated with anthrax during
the first day of the Scorpion Academy. The Student Government
Association and Campus Police created the academy to educate
and train students interested in law enforcement. Pecina is a senior Spanish major and one of 65 students who attended the opening session last Wednesday.

Plaza Square
Motor Lodge
“YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME”

Large Meeting Area
Pool, Restaurant & Lounge
Free Coffee & Snack for Breakfast
Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rates Available
24/7 Security
Refrigerator/Microwave/Hot Plates
Free Local Calls
Fax and copying services
10 percent discount with university ID

Rooms From

$2900 SPECIAL

Beautiful, tropical courtyard setting
Contact Information
Phone: (956) 546-5104
Fax: (956) 548-0243
E-Mail: arvintucker@aol.com
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2255 Central Blvd.
Brownsville,Texas 78520

Professors Cecilia Flores-Feist and
William Davis urge Phi Theta Kappa
members to place an early order for
the Phi Theta Kappa commencement
regalia to ensure on-time delivery for
spring graduation. Phi Theta Kappa
makes available for purchase the golden monogrammed honors stole and
golden tassel exclusively for Phi
Theta Kappa graduates. To view these
graduation
accessories,
visit
http://recognitions.ptk.org.
UTB/TSC Business Technology
students will provide income tax
assistance from 4 to 7 p.m. every
Monday and Tuesday until April 15 in
Rusteberg Rooms 166 and 210. To
qualify for tax help, individuals must
be students or taxpayers with limited
income, disabilities, non-English
speaking or elderly. For more information, call the Business Technology
Department at 983-7835 or 548-6574.
Free tutoring for University
Physics II is conducted by Patricia
Perez from 8-9 p.m. Mondays and
Thursdays, General Physics II tutoring is conducted by Erick Vallarino
from 6-7 p.m. Mondays and
Wednesdays, and Astronomy tutoring
is conducted by Perez from 4-5 p.m.
Mondays and from 1-2 p.m.
Thursdays. All sessions are in SET-B
2.232. For more information, send an
e-mail to BigDaddyUTB@aol.com.
The Center for Gravitational
Wave Astronomy at UTB/TSC is
offering research scholarships to
undergraduate science majors. The
program provides a monthly stipend
of $600 for 20 hours of research per
week or $300 per month for 10 hours
of research per week. The program is
also offering a scholarship of up to
$1,000 for high school students interested in pursuing a physics or engineering physics degree at UTB/TSC
during Fall 2003. For more information and an application, access the
Web site www.phys.utb.edu/employment.shtml and click "undergraduate
gravitational" or contact Martha
Casquette at 574-6765 or e-mail her at
mcasquette@utb.edu
The Disability Awareness Club
will meet at 12:15 p.m. today in the
Student Union's Bougainvillea Room.
For more information, call Steve
Wilder at 983-7374.
Peter Wood, associate professor of
anthropology at Boston University,
will discuss diversity on the radio program "Society Under Fire," which
airs at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and 3:30

p.m. Sunday on KMBH-FM (88.9).
Wood is the author of "Diversity: The
Invention of a Concept" (Encounter
Books, 2003). David Pearson, associate professor of sociology in the
Behavioral Sciences Department,
hosts the program.
The Gorgas Science Society will
meet at noon Friday in Life and
Health Sciences Room 2.806. Kenny
Saunders, of Texas Parks and
Wildlife, will talk about water
wildlife. For more information, e-mail
the
society
at
gorgassociety@yahoo.com.
The University Book Club will
meet at noon Friday at the TSC
Bookstore to discuss "Salt: A World
History" by Mark Kurlansky. For
more information or to reserve a seat,
contact
Javier
Martinez
at
jmartinez@utb.edu.
Charles Lackey, interim dean for
Graduate and Sponsored Studies, will
address the Student Government
Association during its general meeting at 1:30 p.m. Friday in the Student
Union veranda. For more information,
call the SGA at 554-5034.
The
Physical
Sciences
Department will present Carl Sagan's
"Cosmos" (Episode X: The Edge of
Forever) from 1 to 2 p.m. Friday in
Life and Health Sciences Room 1.104.
For more information, contact Joseph
Romano, associate professor of
physics, at 574-6680.
The Brownsville Linux User
Group will meet at 10 a.m. Saturday
in SET-B 2.508. For more information, call J.R. Iglesias at 574-6616 or
e-mail him at jriglesias@utb.edu.
Students currently receiving financial aid may be eligible to receive
assistance for Summer 2003. Visit the
Financial Assistance Office at Tandy
206 to fill out a request form for
Summer Financial Aid. The deadline
to apply is March 31. For more information, call the Financial Assistance
Office at 544-8277.
The deans for the University of
Texas Health Science Center Dental
Branch and Baylor College of
Medicine Dental School will give a
presentation for students at 3 p.m.
March 31 in the SET-B third-floor
conference room. The deans will
answer questions related to careers in
dentistry as well as other medical
careers. For more information, contact
Sandra Gerace at 554-5059, e-mail
her at shgerace@utb.edu or visit her at
Life and Health Sciences Room 1.108.
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Eidman courtyard gets a lift
By John Strubelt
Collegian Editor
If you had a sinking feeling when walking across the courtyard of the Eidman
Music Building, you weren't the only
one.
An irrigation valve was left on one
weekend in late February, which wreaked
havoc on the nearly completed renovations to the courtyard. The water caused
areas of the courtyard to literally sink into
the ground, university officials said.
"Actually, in retrospect--you don't like
to see this at the time--but we're actually
happy this occurred because it was shortly after the project, we were still basically in the process of finishing it up and we
found this problem," John Ronnau, vice
president for Administration and
Partnership Affairs, said. "It's the same
thing a heavy rain might have caused."
To fully understand the problem, one
must understand that Eidman does not sit
on a concrete foundation like any typical
building. Rather, it sits on concrete panels.
"The foundation is set on pilings, actually," Ronnau said. " … This one sits on
piers, which means there's space between
what you would think of as the floor and
the ground level, three to four feet on
average. When the building was constructed, there were concrete panels laid
up against the building to hold the dirt in,
so that space would remain under the
building and the dirt in the courtyard
would stay in the courtyard."
Over the years, because of rainwater in
the courtyard, some of the panels underneath the building started to give way,
allowing dirt to seep in.
Previously, the courtyard was filled
with concrete slabs, which had begun to
settle. Because it was both dangerous and
unattractive, university officials sought

permission from the Southmost Union
Junior College District board of trustees
to take bids for the project.
General contractor Ralph Ruby and his
firm Grass Growers Inc. won the bid and
were in charge of carrying out the project
on the university's behalf. He brought in
two other firms: MAT Construction,
which was responsible for excavating
along the perimeter of the courtyard and
replacing the panels that had fallen or
broken with larger sturdier panels, and
Tropical Patios, which put in the new
pavers and did the landscaping. The project cost the university about $125,000.
When the sinking began on the newly
renovated courtyard, the contractors were
immediately called back to repair it.
During the renovation, the soil was
compacted with a machine, but because
of the recent settling, Ronnau has learned
that the machine was not enough.
"What we have learned since then-obviously we didn't know this at the time
of the renovation--that [the machine]
wasn't enough," he said. "What should
have happened, in addition to using the
machine to compact the soil, they should
have also first used water and soaked it
real well, and what that does is help the
ground settle, takes out the space that naturally occurs when you put a lot of dirt
back in. So, since there was not enough
compaction the first time around, that's
why we got the settling."
Any additional settling that may occur
will not affect the Eidman building itself
because the courtyard sits on a separate
foundation, Raul Morales, director of the
Physical Plant, said.
Ronnau praised the contractors for the
prompt work on repairing the courtyard.
"The general contractor and the subcontractors that work with him are very,
very concerned about this, they're very
responsible, professional people and

Is Your Retirement Plan Stuck

In Reverse?
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Shortly after the renovations to the courtyard of the Eidman Music
Building were completed, areas of the courtyard began to sink due to an
irrigation valve which was left on one weekend. The contractor Grass
Growers Inc. responded promptly by using water to compact the dirt
underneath the courtyard, hopefully putting an end to any more settling.
want to back up their project 100 percent,
and it's important for your readers to
know that the project is backed up by a
warranty 100 percent, so there was no
additional cost to UTB/TSC," Ronnau
said.
The courtyard is under warranty for 15
years.
Despite the age of Eidman, Ronnau
foresees that the building will continue to
be an important part of the university in

the future.
"We see that building being kept online
far into the foreseeable future, since it's
an important building to us," he said,
adding that the building is about 30 years
old. "Right now it houses our music and
fine arts program, as you know. Unless
we were to pass a bond issue that allowed
us to add a lot of other resources, even so
that building would still continue to be
used. It has a lot of life in it."
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Med school prep program sending off first graduate
By Jamie Standeford
Staff Writer
A UTB/TSC program that prepares
students for medical school graduates
its first scholar this spring semester.
Senior chemistry major Marcia
Mares is the first in her cohort to be
accepted into the University of Texas
Medical Branch in Galveston.
"I actually feel really happy that I
got accepted to this program and that
I had an opportunity to be in this program," Mares said about the Early
Medical School Acceptance Program,
which began in 1999. "I think that
without it, it would be hard for me to
actually understand or know what
type of requirements are needed to get
into medical school."
A Los Fresnos graduate, Mares said
her interest in the medical field began
in high school where she participated
in the school's health occupations programs.
"During high school, I was in the
health occupations programs, but I
wasn't sure what I wanted to do,"
Mares said. "I knew it was having to
do with the medical aspect, but I didn't know particularly what field."
Mares said that upon applying for
the EMSAP program, she was hesitant
because she was not aware that the
program was specifically designed to
prepare students for medical school.
"I applied to this program, but I didn't know it was for positions for doctors into medical school," she said. "I
got an interview and they were
explaining to me how this is only for
doctors, this is only for physicians,
and I got kind of distracted and I didn't know if I should continue doing
this, but they were the ones that talked
me into it--the people from UTMB,
they told me, 'No, this is something
that you should do; you can do it.'
And so, since I got that motivation
from them, I guess that's really all I
needed--someone to open the doors
for me."
Sandra Gerace, coordinator for the
Office of Pre-medical Education
Programs, said the program provides
support for its participants. She said
students not only have their cohorts
but they also have the support and
guidance from UTMB as well.
"It gives a support system," Gerace
said. "I'm not saying [that] they couldn't get support otherwise, but they've
got their cohort. In other words, they
have their five students that are there
to be able to support them. They have

UTMB
that
will do anything to help
support them
and making
them successful and providing them
with
every
opportunity to
Marcia Mares
become
a
physician through UTMB."
To be accepted into the EMSAP
program, graduating high school seniors must apply to UTB/TSC, must be
Texas residents with U.S. citizenship
or permanent resident status, must
maintain a high school average of 90
or above, score a 900 on the SAT or
19 on the ACT and interview with
UTMB faculty and staff.
Once
accepted into the program, students
must make good grades, do well on
the MCAT and graduate from
UTB/TSC.
Gerace said students are also
required to attend a five-week enrichment program held each summer in
Galveston.
"They actually get to work on the
cadavers, they get to work in the
research labs, they get to work in the
hospital clinics and they get the entire
experience of what it's like to be a
medical student," Gerace said about
the enrichment program. "And then on
top of that, they get the instructions
that will help them become successful
their following year."
Gerace said Mares' performance
during her educational career here at
the university has been "very, very
successful. She had a 4.0 grade-point
average her entire UTB career and
was taking some tough courses."
Mares said, "The program itself is
not tough. I would say that if you
were interested in going into medical
school [that's] going to be tough. This
program actually makes it easier for
you. By attending the programs during the summer, you get to take some
courses that you will be taking when
you get back for the regular semesters, so you should have an idea of the
material. So it just helps you."
Mares will enter medical school in
the fall. She received a scholarship
from UTMB, which she will use to
finance her medical school education.
"For the most part, I still need to
finance my living [expenses], because
it doesn't cover it. They have dorms
but I think I'll be finding somewhere
[else] to live."

Asked what area of medicine she
will be studying, Mares said, "I
haven't been exposed to many areas
yet. … I like pediatrics now, but it is
subject to change."
Mares said she was studious
throughout her academic career at
UTB/TSC and took a full load every
semester. She has fulfilled most of
her requirements and is now tutoring
general chemistry courses, as well as
doing research here on campus.
Her advice for other students inter-

ested in the program, "I would say
that they should take advantage of
everything that they offer you, and to
[attend] the summer programs--to
take advantage of it because it's to
their benefit. … But most importantly,
they just have to really want it. If
they're dedicated into doing something, then they have to work towards
it, they have to study really hard and
always remember that they're working
towards something for their future and
to not give up."

Club Spotlight
Name:
Feminist
Majority
Leadership Alliance
Purpose: To establish social,
political and economic equality for
all women, to educate about feminist issues and to enhance feminism
on campus.
Established: March 3, 2003
President: Lani Garza
Vice President: Jessica Martinez
Secretary: Marissa Villarreal
Treasurer: Nelda de Leon

Adviser: Luis Rodriguez-Abad
Events: Petition signing to get
FDA approval of the emergency
contraceptive pill so that it becomes
available as an over-the-counter
drug.
Meets: At 12:15 p.m. every
Wednesday in North Hall 217.
For more information, contact:
Lani@feministcampus.org
--Compiled by Leslie Robinson

DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN

Members of the Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance include
(front row, from left) Mayra V. Gonzalez; Lani Garza, president;
Jessica Martinez, vice president; and Marissa Villarreal, secretary.
Middle row: Beatrice Daniels, Liliana Castillo and Brenda
Montiel. Back row: Nelda de Leon, treasurer; and Daniel Bustinza.
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Class ring makes debut
By Jamie Standeford
Staff Writer
UTB/TSC's official class ring is made
of gold but the symbols that adorn it are
priceless.
"Today, we unveil our newest tradition that will demonstrate a symbol of
excellence and accomplishment to all
those we share with it today," Beatrice
Lopez, president of the UTB/TSC
Alumni Association, said during the
unveiling of the university's first class
ring March 17 at the TSC Bookstore.
More than two dozen people attended
the ceremony.
"It is a celebration to see UTB/TSC
and all its partners develop a unique
symbol of our home, where our alumni
will be distinguished by this exquisite
ring that tells the stories of our past, our
present and our future," Lopez said.
The ring represents the university's
history and incorporates its important
symbols, such as the historic clock at
the Arnulfo Oliveira Memorial Library
and the university's mascot, the scorpion, Gorgas Hall, the U.S. and Mexican
flags.
"The ring signifies the sacrifice, the
understanding and the passion which
we as students embody here at
UTB/TSC," said Student Government
Moore
Continued from Page 1
"[There] will be three of us, the former Turkish ambassador of NATO and a
Turkish political journalist, talking
about the political and military aspects
in the region," he said.
Moore served 27 years in the U.S.
Army and retired in 1992. He began as
a private infantry officer in the Vietnam
War.
His last 15 years in the Army he
served as a political-military specialist.
He also served in the National Crisis
Center in Washington, D.C., and in the
Joint Chief of Staff's political/military
personnel. Before he retired, he served
as the Middle Eastern planner for Gen.
Colin Powell, who is now secretary of
state.
"My focus is in the Middle East,
which is why I think I'm here today," he
said.
Turkey was a member of the Gulf War
Coalition in 1991. It has allowed the
United States access to its bases for an
invasion of Iraq.
Moore said although most Americans

Association
President
Edward
Camarillo.
Cynthia Mena, administrative services manager for Student Affairs, was
among those who attended the unveiling. She is graduating this semester with
a bachelor of arts degree in English and
was among the first to order a ring.
"The ring was beautiful," Mena said.
"It had all the symbols that are important to us here at UTB and it [is] really
a lovely design, so I was really happy to
get one. And I got the second ring-No.
2. And that was real important to me. I
wanted to be one of the first ones."
The first 89 rings to be ordered will be
numbered, signifying the combined
years that UTB and TSC have been in
existence, officials said.
The ring's symbols were selected by a
committee that included Lopez, Student
Activities Director Vince Solis, Dean of
Students Mari Fuentes-Martin, Special
Events Coordinator Martie DiGregorio
and students Ana Perez, Eric Morales
and Sergio Martinez. The recommendations were forwarded to the President's
Office for final approval. Artcarved of
Austin designed the ring, which is available in 10-, 14- and 24-karat gold. A
diamond is optional.
For ordering information, call the
TSC Bookstore at 544-8249.
don't want war,
they do want
"rectification."
"One of the
difficult things
is
that
Americans also
want immediate rectificaEdward Moore
tion; we want
things to happen now," Moore said. "We've become
very, very impatient.
"This is reality TV and unfortunately a
lot of people are turning away from it,"
Moore said about people's contradiction
in opinion about a U.S.-Iraq confrontation.
Fellow professor Angelika Soldan is
taking over Moore's classes in his
absence the next few weeks.
"The university has been very, very
supportive in giving me the opportunity
to take this adventure," Moore said
about his unexpected departure.
"The hardest thing to do is leave the
classes that I have, but I'm hoping I get
back so that I can be there for their next
test."

VIRGINIA ORTIZ/COLLEGIAN

A committee of staff and students selected the symbols on the university’s
first class ring.

Interested in applying
for scholarships?
They are now available
for Fall 2003.

For information, please visit the
Financial Aid Office, located in Tandy 206,
8277.
or call (956) 544-8
http://ntmain.utb.edu/fa/
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Anti-war games
By Ellen Creager
Knight Ridder Newspapers
Although the United States has invaded
Iraq, thousands are still calling loudly for
peace.
But the anti-war movement wasn't born
yesterday. When did it start?
"I think it was the 1980s," says Elena
Smith, 22, of Dearborn, Mich.
"No, it was earlier," says her friend Chris
Smathers, 20, of Riverview, Mich. "I'd say
1966."
Their answers are--no, wait. You guess.
To find out how smart you are about antiwar protests and peace movements, take this
quick quiz. Guess before you look at the
answer. Then score yourself with the scoring
guide below.
A hint. The current Iraq situation may be
the first time anti-war forces have mobilized
via Internet, but as long as there have been
wars, there have been those opposed.
Detroiter Phyllis Miller, 18, guesses that
wars have been protested since the 1920s.
Her friend Kevin Curtis, 18, is positive it
started earlier, "at least in the early 1900s,"
the Detroiter says.
The reality may surprise you.
Test Yourself
1. Sixty thousand college students went on
a nationwide strike against war, and 20,000
paraded in New York City against war. What
year?
Answer: 1935. The 1930s, not the 1960s,
was the first time college students became a
strong voice in advocating for peace.
2. What American conflict besides the
Vietnam War was so unpopular that a broad
section of the public rose up against it?
Answer: Every war has inspired anti-war
protest, but the War of 1812, in which young
America declared war on Britain and tried to
invade Canada, was roundly opposed.
Bankers, merchants, ministers, politicians,
the press and others rose in loud opposition,
and the government had trouble getting anyone to sign up to fight.
3. What conflict inspired the words, "Often
the message of protesters is contradicted by
history"?
Answer: The current one. President
George W. Bush's spokesman Ari Fleischer
said it Feb. 18 while dismissing the importance of massive global protests against U.S.
war with Iraq.
4. When did the concept of a "just war"
take hold?
Answer: In the 5th century, St. Augustine
of Hippo came up with the idea that the
defense of a community was OK but vioSee ‘Games,’ Page 7
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Games
Continued from Page 6
lence on one's own behalf was wrong.
The idea has been elaborated on over the
centuries to include several criteria, the
main one being that war should be a last
resort.
5. What famous Greek play has an antiwar theme?
Answer: "Lysistrata," in which women
band together and refuse to have sex with
their husbands until the men stop fighting
the Peloponnesian War. It was written by
Aristophanes 2,413 years ago.
6. In the 17th century a group formed
that opposed all war. It still exists. What is
it?
Answer: The Society of Friends
(Quakers).
7. What happened to those who refused
to fight in the American Revolution
because of pacifist beliefs?
Answer: They were often fined or had
property confiscated. In later wars, men
who refused to fight have been impris-

oned.
8. What year was the first big anti-war
organization founded in the U.S.?
Answer: 1815. The New York Peace
Society was born of the strong sentiment
against the War of 1812. The movement
evolved into the national American Peace
Society, and the first International Peace
Congress was held in London in 1843.
9. When was the first alternative service
law for conscientious objectors passed by
Congress?
Answer: 1864.
10. Today's celebrities are prominent in
anti-war efforts. Name at least one
famous person from the late 1800s and
early 1900s who publicly spoke out
against war.
Answer: There were many, but notable
are Russian novelist Leo Tolstoy, attorney
Clarence Darrow, social reformer Jane
Addams, Democratic Party leader
William Jennings Bryan, writer Mark
Twain and industrialist Andrew Carnegie.
11. Who was the only member of
Congress to vote against U.S. involve-

From the Counselor's Desk:
Coping with a war situation
By Debbie Huerta
Counseling and Career Services Director
With the nation approaching a war situation, it is important that we take a
moment and discover ways to take care of ourselves and those around us.
War is a scary, unsettling and anxiety-producing event. During the conflict
with Iraq it is important to take care of yourself. Some students may mistakenly conclude that, with the nation at war, their own personal needs and academic pursuits are insignificant. This is not true. This is the time to take care
of yourself academically, personally and emotionally.
Hints on how to remain healthy:
--Take it day by day. Stick to your regular schedule. There is comfort in
these routines.
--Try to eat well and get enough rest.
--Exercise regularly. Exercise is the No. 1 way to confront anxiety and
depression.
--Limit your exposure to the emotionally draining impact of television war
coverage.
--Spend time with people that you care about and do things with them that
you enjoy.
--Engage in your favorite hobbies.
--If you are struggling, talk about your feelings and ask for support from
friends and family. Counselors are available in the Counseling Center to
address your feelings.
--Attend a discussion group on campus. Discussion groups are conducted
from 10 to 11 a.m. daily in the Tandy Hall lobby.
For more information on how to take care of yourself or to schedule an
individual appointment, call the Counseling and Career Services Department
at 544-8292.
Debbie Huerta holds a doctorate in psychology from Our Lady of the Lake
University in San Antonio.

ment in both World War I and World War
II?
Answer: Rep. Jeannette Rankin, RMont. The first woman to be elected to
Congress was a lifelong pacifist.
12. What was the famous slogan of the
War Resisters League, founded in 1923?
Answer: "Wars will cease when men
refuse to fight."
13. What year was the first rally against
the Vietnam War?
Answer: 1964. Peace accords between
the United States, North and South
Vietnam and the Communist National
Liberation Front in South Vietnam were
not signed until 1973, and fighting did not
stop until 1975.
14. When was war outlawed by 62
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nations?
Answer: In the Pact of Paris of 1928, 62
nations, including the United States,
signed a pact that outlawed war as a solution to international problems. Obviously,
it did not stick.
Scoring
Count how many answers you got
right:
11-14: Good job; you realize everything old is new again. Peace.
6-10: Not bad. You realize some things
did happen before you were born.
0-5: Go away and don't come back until
you have read "Ain't Gonna Study War
No More: The Story of America's Peace
Seekers" by Milton Meltzer (Random
House, $5.99).
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Campus Police Reports
Following are some of the incidents reported to Campus Police
through March 16.
At 5:46 p.m. March 2, a Campus Police officer was dispatched to
the International Technology Education and Commerce campus in
reference to stolen hubcaps. There he met with two women who said
they saw two individuals take a hubcap from a silver Ford Focus
belonging to one of the women. The suspects were two males. One
was about 17 years old, 5 feet, 7 inches tall and weighing about 115
pounds. He had brown eyes, brown hair and a light complexion. The
second male was about 16, weighed about 125 pounds, with brown
eyes, black hair and a light complexion. The suspects threw out the
hubcap as they fled in a red Ford Focus driven by a female
At 5:45 p.m. the same day, a Campus Police officer was dispatched
again to the ITEC campus in reference to a burglarized motor vehicle.
There, the officer met with an individual who said that he had parked
his 1998 Dodge Intrepid at 3:15 p.m. and went to the carnival. Upon
his return at 5:20 p.m. he noticed the passenger side window broken
and the faceplate of the radio damaged.
At 11:35 p.m. that night, a Campus Police officer again was dispatched to the ITEC campus parking lot after a man reported that his
1997 Grand Prix was dented and scratched while it was parked on the
lot. The damage was estimated at $700.
At 11:18 a.m. March 3, a Campus Police officer was dispatched to
the parking lot outside Tandy Hall in reference to a hit and run. There
he met with a man who said the left side of his 1996 Ford Escort was
damaged while it was parked on the lot.
At 7:45 p.m. March 4, a Campus Police officer was dispatched to
the parking lot behind the Regional Academic Health Center in reference to a hit and run. There the officer met with an individual who
claimed that at 1:40 p.m. she had parked her 2000 Chevrolet
Silverado in the lot. Upon her return, she noticed the passenger side
had been struck and was damaged from the door to half the bed.
At 8:30 a.m. March 5, Media Services reported the theft of a 15inch Sony flat screen monitor, a mouse, keyboard and power cord.
Police were told that Media Services had delivered a cart containing
the items to North Hall 207 at 4 p.m. March 4. They returned at 7 p.m.
to remove the items but could not because a class was in session.
When department personnel went to pick up the equipment the next
morning, the items were missing from the cart. The loss was estimated at $800.
At 7:30 p.m. the same day, a Campus Police officer was dispatched
to the parking lot outside Tandy Hall in reference to a hit and run.
There the officer met with a student who claimed that at 5:30 he
parked his vehicle at the parking lot to attend class. Upon his return at
7:30 p.m. he noticed that the front bumper of his vehicle was pulled
out.
At 10:10 a.m. March 7, a student reported that his 1999 black Ford
F-250 was stolen from the dirt lot on Ridgely Road.
At 3:50 a.m. March 12, a Campus Police officer spotted a suspicious individual outside the McDonald's restaurant at International
Boulevard and Ridgely Road. The officer noticed the man was intoxicated. The officer contacted Brownsville Police, who transported the
man to jail.
At 9:20 p.m. March 13, a UTB/TSC student suffered minor injuries
after falling off a motorcycle as he was traveling east on Elizabeth
Street. The student, a resident of the Village at Fort Brown, refused
treatment.
--Compiled by Ildefonso Ortiz
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Date set for Bougainvillea
election, bands are booked
By Leslie Robinson
Staff Writer
Preparations are under way for next month's Bougainvillea Ball.
Student Activities Director Vince Solis said the theme of the April 12 ball
is "Return to Me" and its colors will be purple and silver. New this year is a
theme song, "Te Vi Venir (I Saw You Approaching)" by the international
group Sin Bandera.
Elections for Bougainvillea king and queen are scheduled for April 9-10.
Student organizations will nominate candidates who will be elected by the
UTB/TSC student body.
The ball will take place from 7 p.m. to 12 a.m. at the Jacob Brown
Auditorium. It will feature performances by the international band ADN and
Tejano band SIGGNO, followed by the presentation of the Bougainvillea
king, queen and the royal court.
Attire for the dance is formal/semi-formal. Tuxedos are encouraged but
optional. Instead of a tuxedo, men may wear a jacket, shirt and tie. No shortsleeved shirts, jeans or sandals will be allowed.
A style show originally set for last week has been rescheduled for noon
Wednesday in the Endowment Courtyard, Solis said. Co-sponsored by
Student Activities and Counseling and Career Services, the event will feature
formal and career wear.
Admission to next month's ball is free for students. A limited number of
free tickets will be available to staff and faculty on a first come-first served
basis. Admission for all others is $7 per person. For more information, call
the Office of Student Activities at 554-5138.

Tiempo Nuevo
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Estudiante entrará a la facultad de medicina
Por Jamie Standeford
Reportera
El programa de UTB/TSC que
prepara a estudiantes para la escuela
de medicina gradúa su primer estudiante este semestre.
Marcia Mares, estudiante del último
grado de química es la primera en su
clase en ser aceptada en la
Universidad de Especialización
Médica de Texas en Galveston,
UTMB [por sus siglas en inglés].
"Me siento muy feliz en haber sido
aceptada en el programa y que tuve la
oportunidad de estar en este programa", dijo Mares sobre el Programa de
Aceptación Temprana de la Facultad
de Medicina, EMSAP [por sus siglas
en inglés], que empezó en 1999.
"Pienso que sin este programa me
hubiera sido difícil entender o saber
que tipo de requisitos son necesarios
para poder entrar a la facultad de medicina".
Graduada de la preparatoria de Los
Fresnos, Mares dice que su interés en
el campo médico empezó cuando estaba en la preparatoria donde participó
en el programa de ocupaciones médicas de la escuela.
"Cuando estaba en la preparatoria,
participé en el programa de ocupaciones médicas, pero no estaba segura
de lo que quería hacer", dijo Mares.
"Sabía que tenía que ver con algo relacionado con el campo de la medicina
pero no sabía que rama en específico".
Mares dice que antes de ingresar al
programa EMSAP, ella no estaba
segura pues no sabía que el programa
estaba designado específicamente
para preparar a estudiantes para la facultad de medicina.
"Me inscribí en este programa pero
no sabía que era para ser médicos en
la facultad de medicina", dijo ella.
"Tuve una entrevista y me explicaron
como este programa era para doctores
entonces me distraje y no supe si
debía de continuar pero ellos me convencieron, las personas de la UTMB,
me dijeron 'Esto es algo que deberías
de hacer, lo puedes hacer'. Desde
entonces ellos me dieron la motivación, creo que eso es lo que nece-

Marcia Mares
sitaba, alguien que me abriera las
puertas".
Sandra Gerace, coordinadora de la
Oficina de Programas de Educación
Pre-Médica, dijo que el programa da
apoyo a los estudiantes. Ella dice que
los estudiantes no sólo tienen a sus
compañeros, sino que también tienen
el apoyo y la guía de UTMB.
"Es un sistema de apoyo", dijo
Gerace. "No digo [que] ellos no
puedan conseguir el apoyo, pero
tienen a su grupo. En otras palabras
su grupo de cinco personas que los
apoya. Tienen a UTMB que haría lo
que fuera para apoyarlos y ayudarlos a
hacerlos exitosos, dándoles la oportunidad de convertirse en doctores en
UTMB".
Para ser aceptado en el programa
EMSAP, los graduados de preparatoria deben de inscribirse en UTB/TSC,
ser residentes de Texas o con ciudadanía estadounidense, tener un
promedio de 90 o más, tener una calificación de 900 en el SAT o 19 en el
ACT y entrevistarse con un miembro
del profesorado o administración de
UTMB. Una vez aceptado en el programa, los estudiantes deben mantener un buen promedio, calificar bien en
el MCAT y graduar de UTB/TSC.
Gerace dice que los estudiantes
deben de participar en un programa de
enriquecimiento de cinco semanas
cada verano en Galveston.
"En realidad, ellos trabajan con los
cadáveres, en laboratorios de investigación, llegan a trabajar con los hospitales clínicos y viven toda la experi-
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encia de lo que es ser un estudiante de
medicina", dijo Gerace sobre el programa de enriquecimiento. "Aparte de
todo eso, les dan las instrucciones
para que sean exitosos en el año siguiente".
Gerace dijo que el desenvolvimiento de Mares durante toda su carrera
académica en la universidad ha sido
“muy exitosa. Ella tenía una calificación de 4.0 durante toda su carrera y
estaba tomando cursos difíciles".
Mares dice, "El programa no es difícil. Yo diría que si estás interesado en
ir a la facultad de medicina eso va a
ser difícil. Este programa lo hace fácil
para ti. Al asistir a los programas
durante el verano, tomas clases que
tomarás cuando regreses a un semestre regular, así tienes una idea del
material que se usará, esto te ayuda".
Mares entrará a la facultad de medicina en el otoño. Ella recibió una beca
de UTMB, que usará para pagar su
educación médica.
"De cualquier modo, tengo que
pagar mis gastos, porque [la beca] no
los cubre. Tienen dormitorios pero

creo que buscaré otro lugar en donde
vivir".
Cuando se le preguntó a Mares que
campo médico iba a estudiar ella dijo,
"No he sido expuesta a muchos campos todavía ... me gusta la pediatría
pero, eso está sujeto a cambiar".
Mares dijo que estudió mucho
durante su carrera académica en
UTB/TSC y que tomó semestres de
tiempo completo cada semestre. Ella
ha completado muchos de sus requisitos, así que ahora da asesoría en clases
de química, a la vez, hace investigaciones en la universidad.
Su consejo hacia otros estudiantes
interesados en el programa, "Yo diría
que sería el aprovechar todo lo que te
ofrezcan e ir a los programas que se
ofrecen en el verano, ya que es para
beneficiarlos ... Pero más importante,
tienen que realmente querer estar en el
programa. Si son dedicados a hacer
algo, entonces tienen que trabajar por
ello, tienen que estudiar mucho y
recordar siempre que están trabajando
por algo para su futuro y nunca hay
que darse por vencido".

Estudiante de Hoy
Por Lorena Cruz
Reportera
Nombre: Nick Farmer
Edad: 49 años
Ciudad natal: Soy proveniente de
la ciudad Des Moines en Iowa
Promedio: 3.7
Clasificación: estudiante del
segundo año
Especialidad: Inglés
Afiliaciones: Fui uno de los
iniciadores de Phi Theta Kappa y estoy
en la Lista de la Rectora y en la Lista
del Decano.
Pasatiempos: Leer y usar la
computadora
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande?
"Todavía no he tenido mi reto más
grande".
¿Cuáles son tus metas a corto y
largo plazo? "A corto plazo, tratar de
sobrevivir en esta universidad y a
largo plazo, el poder terminar mi
carrera".
¿Cuál ha sido una de las
experiencias que te hayan pasado en
la universidad que más recuerdas?
"Recuerdo que en mi primer semestre
yo tenía un cuaderno de espiral donde

tenía todos mis apuntes para todas mis
clases y recuerdo que en mi examen
final de matemáticas se me olvidó mi
cuaderno abajo del pupitre y no lo
pude encontrar. Todos mis apuntes se
me perdieron y no pude estudiar para
mis otras clases".
¿Qué harías para mejorar la
universidad? "Lo primero que haría
sería poner la Unión Estudiantil en el
centro de la universidad para que todos
los estudiantes disfruten de lo que en
hay en ella y en el lugar en el que se
encuentra situada, pondría un gran
estacionamiento".
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Scorpions sweep non-conference Austin Community College
By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor
The UTB/TSC Scorpion Baseball
Team swept its two-game non-conference series against Austin Community
College March 17 at Scorpion Field.
In Game 1, Austin took the lead in the
first inning by scoring a run. UTB/TSC
scored two runs in the bottom of the second as third baseman Eric Flores led off
the inning with a single, which was followed by a single by catcher Carlos
Treviño. Flores scored on a sacrifice fly
by designated hitter Art Rodriguez. The
second run, scored by Treviño, was
brought home on a single by center fielder Julio Ruiz.
In the bottom of the fourth inning,
UTB/TSC stretched its lead by scoring
four runs. Right fielder Jason Hill came
up to bat with the bases loaded and hit to
Austin's third baseman, who committed
an error on the play, allowing all three
runs to score. After a walk placed Flores
on base, Treviño hit a double, which
scored Hill.
Austin managed to score two runs in
the fifth and two more in the sixth to

come within a run at 6-5. The Scorpions
managed to secure another run as Hill
scored his second run of the game on
Treviño's second RBI of the game, making the final score 7-5.
Hiram Lopez started the game and
pitched three innings, in which he
allowed a run on three hits, a walk and
struck out three. Hill pitched an inning
of relief, in which he allowed a hit,
struck out one and allowed no runs. He
was the winning pitcher. Mike McCune
pitched the fifth and gave up two runs on
three hits and a walk. Jorge Varela
pitched the sixth, also allowing two runs
on three hits and a walk. Ruiz pitched
the seventh and final inning. He allowed
a leadoff double but shut down the next
three batters on a fly out and two strikeouts for the save. Treviño had the best
offensive performance, batting 3 for 4
but still reaching base on all four at-bats
by way of two singles, a double and an
error.
In Game 2, UTB/TSC scored in the
bottom of the first as shortstop Robert
Gomez put himself in scoring position
after a single and a stolen base. He
scored on a single by Hawk Scott. Austin

Athlete of the Week

Rookie’s

By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor
Name: Gilbert Gonzales
Sport: Baseball
Position: Second base
Classification: Freshman
Major: Kinesiology
High School: La Feria
Age: 21
Height: 5 feet, 6 inches
Favorite Team: Atlanta Braves
Hobbies: "I like to go fishing and
playing pool."
At what age did you start playing
baseball? "I started playing baseball
when I was 5."
Goals: "I'm going to try to go pro.
See what I can do, go pro, minors or
something. If not, I can fall back on
coaching."
What approach do you take to the
game? "I guess mentally prepare
myself by just thinking about what I'm
going to do and what I got to do. I
love to play. This is my passion so I
try to do the best that I can."
How do you handle the pressure
of the game? "I just try not to put the
pressure on myself. I just keep the

took the lead in the top of the second as
they put two runs on the board and
another on the third. The Scorpions tied
the game at 3 in the bottom of the fourth
as Flores hit a double and was then
brought home on a double by Treviño.
Treviño advanced to third on a wild
pitch and later scored on an error by the
pitcher.
UTB/TSC added another run in the
fifth as a single by Steve Gonzales
scored Hill.
In the seventh, Austin added a run and
had the go-ahead run on third but was
shut down by Scorpion pitcher Esteban
Sanchez, who got the final out. In the
bottom of the seventh, the Scorpions had
the bases loaded with two outs when
Gomez hit a ball to the second baseman,
who didn't field the ball cleanly, allowing the final run to score.
"Coming up to the plate I knew we had
two outs and bases loaded," Gomez said
of the situation. "I knew the game was in
my hands. I knew I had to do something
to get the ball in play, to get that run in.
So, I went up to the plate and took a different approach. I just wanted to make
contact so I shortened up my swing. I

Corner

same approach and not change anything about my game. I just focus
more.
How does baseball help you in
life? "It helps me to be a better person,
it keeps me out of trouble and I get to
do what I love to do--I get to play.
Where do you see yourself in 10
years? "Hopefully playing ball somewhere. I want to keep playing. It doesn't matter if it's minor league, independent ball or overseas. In 10 years I
want to see myself playing baseball."
What is the best feeling in baseball? "To hit a bomb, just to hit a
bomb and see it go over the fence and
to actually win. To hit a [home run]
and to win. Everybody wants to win,
it [stinks] to lose. It's the greatest feeling in your system just to win."

After a long hiatus, I'm finally
back to put in my two cents. Much
has changed and is changing in the
world as I write this. The nation has
entered a conflict in the Middle
East. I know sports is the farthest
thing from many of our minds, but
it is what I know, so leave your
worries behind and read on.
I will start with a topic that is
dear to my heart. Emmitt Smith will
no longer be a Dallas Cowboy. The
heart of Texas has been ripped out.
I am really angry with Jerry Jones.
Why couldn't we just overpay our
star like so many sport franchises
do? Why must we be different,
Jerry? Plus, if Emmitt comes back,
it will only be for a couple of years.
I doubt the Cowboys will be Super
Bowl contenders anytime soon,
despite our state's dreams. Now we
must face the nightmare of possibly

wanted to [hit] the ball up the middle or
opposite field and that's exactly what I
did. Luckily for us it was a tough play
for the second baseman and he couldn't
get to the ball and we scored the run to
get the win. It feels good because at least
I know I am able to get the job done if I
am asked to. Hopefully, I'll get more
playing time to get the opportunity to do
that more often."
Head coach Eliseo Herrera was disappointed by the team's performance but
not the end result.
"We didn't hit the ball very well and
we didn't run the bases very well but we
did enough to win," he said.
Efren Rivera was the starter in Game 2
but faired a no-decision as Sanchez took
the victory. Some offensive notables
were Gomez, who went 3 for 5 with
three singles, including the game-winning hit and Flores, who batted 2 for 4
with a single, a double and two runs
scored.
In a three-game series at Blinn College
March 8-9, the Scorpions were swept by
the scores of 2-0, 3-0 and 4-2.
The Scorpions have a 6-17 overall
record and a 3-16 conference record.
seeing Smith in an Arizona
Cardinals uniform. That is insane!
What if he is picked up by the
Oakland Raiders and becomes a
part of the handful of superstars
that go there to finish off their
careers. Join me, Texas, as we
demand that Jerry bring No. 22
back with the chant, "Let him
play!"
Another thing I would like to discuss is the decision of the National
Collegiate Athletic Association to
proceed with the basketball tournament. I was hoping it would cancel
the tourney because I hate the
ongoing barrage of college games.
Now I don't mind the Final Four or
even the Elite Eight, but I really
don't care much for all the other 56
teams that get to go home. So, once
again, I must put up with Dick
Vitale's impersonation of a man
who drank about 10 pots of coffee
and can't stop moving. I truly
believe that if he were to ever stop
talking or moving, he might slip
into a coma.
Be sure to look for our Major
League Baseball preview next week
as the Rookie and Beltman try, I
repeat try, to pick the teams.
--Alejandro Rivera
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Scorpion to take game to Texas A&M International in Laredo
By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor
UTB/TSC volleyball player Jessica
Vargas has signed a letter of intent to
play volleyball at Texas A&M
International University in Laredo.
A left side hitter for Team Sting,
Vargas will continue in the same position in Laredo.
Vargas, who received All-Region
Honorable Mention this year, completed her second year of eligibility at
UTB/TSC this semester. Although she
was an offensive force on Team Sting
week after week, she is nervous about
the move.
"I'm a little nervous about coming on
to a new team where I'm probably one
of maybe three or four other new
recruits and I'll probably be the oldest
one but I think I'm ready for it," Vargas
said.
In a recent interview with The
Collegian, the San Antonio native
spoke about her feelings about leaving
UTB/TSC, what she will miss the most
and some words of encouragement for
next year's players and coach Skippy
Brown.
Q: What do you like about Laredo?

BE A
CPA!
FORENSIC ACCOUNTANT.
CRUISE SHIP PURSER. CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER (CEO). FBI
AGENT. CHIEF FINANCIAL
OFFICER (CFO) TREASURER.
CONTROLLER. IRS AGENT.
ACTUARY. ACCOUNTING
PROFESSOR. ENTREPRENEUR.
AUDITOR. TAX ACCOUNTANT
CPA PARTNER.
ADMINISTRATOR. COST
ACCOUNTANT. ANALYST.
CONSULTANT. CHAIRPERSON.
CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER.
DIRECTOR/DEPARTMENT HEAD.
MANAGER/SUPERVISOR. AND
MUCH MORE.
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UTB/TSC volleyball player Jessica Vargas will suit up for Texas A&M
International in the fall.
A: Well, it's a lot closer to home, so
during off-season I'll be able to make a
lot of trips home.
Q: How do you feel about leaving
UTB/TSC?

WHAT DO THESE
PROFESSIONALS
HAVE IN COMMON?

A: I like it here. I liked playing here
and both of the coaches that we had.
It's kind of sad because I'm used to the
girls. We got kind of close. Actually, I
like Brownsville a lot more than I

thought I would but you have to move
on sometimes.
Q: What will you miss the most?
A: I guess it's the team, all the girls
together. Last year we had a hard time
coming together as a team and this
year it was a lot easier for everybody.
On the court, whatever was going in
the day, as a team we came together
and finished off the season pretty
good.
Q: Do you have any words of
encouragement for the players?
A: Play hard, don't give up and just
work hard because I know that the girls
that are going to come back and the
girls [Brown] recruited have the talent
to make it next year.
Q: What would you tell Brown?
A: Keep it fun and entertaining for
the girls, which I'm more than sure you
will do because you are a good coach
and you know what you're doing.
You're a little hyperactive every now
and then, but you know you're good.
Q: Anything else you might want to
add?
A: Yeah, I'd like to say thank you to
Lupe Ruiz, my coach at Robert E. Lee
High School in San Antonio. She is the
reason I am the player I am today.

Spring Splash 2003
Career Expo
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.Thursday, March 27, 2003
Student Union Veranda

Career Expo Attendees:

RIO GRANDE VALLEY CHAPTER
TEXAS SOCIETY OF CERTIFIED
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
www.tscpa.org

A CPA LICENSE!

ACS- Workforce Center
Alternative Certification
Brownsville Police Department
Program UTB/TSC
Convergys Corporation
Burton, McCumber & Cortez, LLP
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Cornerstone Rehab Hospital
H-E-B Regional Office
Driscoll Children’s Hospital
KRGV-TV News Channel 5
Harlingen Medical Center
Target Stores
Primera Financial Services
The Brownsville Herald
Safeguard Pest Control
U.S. Army Recruitment
Texas Parks and Wildlife
U.S. Naval Reserve
Department
Cintas Corporation
Texas Commission for the Blind
Brownsville Public Utilities Board
First National Bank
UTB/TSC Counseling and Career Services - 80 Fort Brown - Brownsville, Texas 78520
Phone: 956-544-8292 Fax: 956-546-8554
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Monitoring of foreign
students off track

The Collegian

College bound

By Alfonso Chardy
Knight Ridder Newspapers
MIAMI--More than a year and a half after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, federal
immigration officials cannot properly track foreign students because a much-touted electronic monitoring system is not fully operational, according to a new
Justice Department report.
A failure to closely track foreign students is a major criticism by those concerned about the government's ability to safeguard the United States.
Three of the Sept. 11 terrorists had applied for student visas and one had
enrolled in an English-language school, but never showed up for classes.
The report's release comes as federal, state and local authorities brace for possible terrorist attacks in retaliation for the U.S. invasion of Iraq.
The report examined whether SEVIS, the acronym for the computerized system, allows federal immigration authorities to better detect if a foreign student
fails to show up for assigned courses.
The report suggests that that is not the case because SEVIS is not fully operational despite promises by federal immigration officials to have it up and running
by January. In fact, the report says, SEVIS will not contain information on all students until at least Aug. 1.
Colleges and universities enter information on students into the computer system. While noting that some progress has been made in implementing the system,
the report said that SEVIS is not yet fully implemented--"in addition, while the
SEVIS database contains information on newly enrolled foreign students, it will
not contain information on all continuing foreign students until August 1, 2003.''
But Chris Bentley, a Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement
spokesman, disputed the inspector general's report.
''The bureau disagrees with the inspector general's assertion that the system has
not been fully implemented,'' Bentley said. ''The ... system was implemented on
Jan. 1, 2003, which is the date we had advertised all along.''
In a letter to Glenn Fine, the inspector general, bureau acting assistant secretary
Michael Garcia acknowledged a gradual, phased implementation of the system to
give schools time to add student information to the database.
''Schools needed adequate time to review and convert the considerable data on
their continuing students,'' Garcia wrote.
In the 2001-2002 academic year there were 582,996 foreign students enrolled
at U.S. colleges and universities.
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San Benito High School seniors Nancy Robledo (left) and
Veronica Cruz relax at The Village at Fort Brown pool. They were
among 31 high school seniors from Harlingen and San Benito
taking part in Upward Bound Math and Science's Spring Break
Bash at The Village last Tuesday. All 31 students completed applications for admission to UTB/TSC, financial aid and scholarships,
according to Rey Martinez, program coordinator. The students
experienced college life by staying overnight in the dorms, attending a barbecue at the pool, viewing a hypnotist show on campus
and bowling at Brownsville's Galaxy Bowl.

Roe
Continued from Page 1
Weddington will speak to students
at 1 p.m. and to the general public at
7 p.m. Both lectures will be presented in Life and Health Sciences
Building Room 1.102.
Besides being an attorney,
Weddington is a former Texas legislator and adviser to President Jimmy
Carter. She represented Austin during the 1973, 1975 and 1977 sessions
of the Texas Legislature, was
appointed general counsel of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture in
1977 and served as director of the
Texas Office of State-Federal
Relations from 1983-85.
She is now an adjunct professor at
the University of Texas at Austin,

where she teaches "Gender-Based
Discrimination" and "Leadership in
America."
"We decided it would be great to
have her here," Nanze-Davis said. "I
met her through Leadership Texas,
and when I asked her to come and
speak, she was delighted."
A reception in the Life and Health
Sciences patio will follow each lecture, and Weddington will be available to sign copies of her book, "A
Question of Choice," which details
the Roe vs. Wade case.
Professional Women Speak was
organized in 1981 to increase awareness of career opportunities for
women, and sponsors seminars that
provide professional women an
opportunity to speak about their
experiences.
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Study calls college students
lax in moral, civil actions
By Melanie Yeager
Knight Ridder Newspapers
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.--College students are more likely these days to
serve in soup kitchens. But they're
less likely to get politically involved
in finding solutions that do away with
the need for soup kitchens.
So say scholars at the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement of
Teaching who spent three years studying moral and civic actions and education at more than 100 colleges and
universities nationwide, including
Spelman College, Duke and Portland
State universities.
"A lot of students are resistant to
political engagement," said Anne
Colby, a senior scholar at Carnegie.
"They're very turned off by it and cynical."
But Bill Moeller, director for the
Florida State University Center for
Civic Education and Service, says
lack of political action does not necessarily mean students are not involved.
Young people have just turned away
from the traditional means of bringing
about change, be it religious or political, and toward methods such as
Internet campaigns, Moeller said.
Despite the different approaches,
which Moeller said are all needed, the
desire to change society still prompts
some students to step into the political
arena.
In "Educating Citizens: Preparing
America's Undergraduates For Lives
of Moral and Civic Responsibility,"
Colby and other Carnegie scholars
argue that although colleges have a lot
of good programs in place that promote volunteerism and values, there
are still many missed opportunities for
students for moral and civic growth.
That growth takes place best when
students are given the opportunity for
"structured reflection," to analyze a
society's problem and brainstorm
solutions instead of just volunteering
to help, said Thomas Ehrlich, a former
president of Indiana University and
one of the authors of the study
released earlier this month.
"It means not only having a moral
compass, but knowing how to use it,"
Ehrlich said.
FSU senior Melissa Madsen would
agree with that. Take serving at a soup
kitchen, for instance.
"That's nice and all, but the connec-

tion needs to be made there," Madsen
said. "We need to reflect on the bigger
picture. What am I doing or not doing
to cause something like this?"
Madsen says students tend to gravitate toward two camps of thought. The
pessimistic group is disheartened by
what it sees, but those in this group
don't think their actions will change
anything. Students who belong to the
group at the other extreme are overly
optimistic and think things will immediately change.
Madsen leans toward optimism. She
serves on FSU's executive board for
service scholars, a cadre of students
FSU recruited and gave scholarships
to because of their public service in
high school. She is majoring in criminology and English and working
toward a certificate in aging studies.
She leads a student group called
LOVE, Loving Our Valued Elders,
that works with the elderly in
Tallahassee.
"I see it more because I surround
myself with it," Madsen said of student involvement.
Moeller said the FSU community is
heavily involved in service outside of
the classroom through student clubs
and other extracurricular activities,
but more needs to be done to include
service in FSU curriculum. That
involves changing campus thinking,
he said. He thinks many academic
types think volunteering is the work
of family or churches, not education.
But service can be used as a teaching
method, he said.
George Clark, an associate professor at FAMU's School of Business and
Industry, requires his business ethics
students to do at least 10 hours of
community service.
"Students go through different experiences, and hopefully through experiences, they get more out of it," he
said.
"College is a prime time for developing moral character," Colby said,
and most universities have a few
courses that emphasize the importance of ethical behavior or civic
involvement. The problem with this
approach is that it can be limited to
students who seek out these ideals,
authors said. It's important to have a
campus climate that supports positive
values such as "honesty, open-mindedness and respect for others," Ehrlich
said.

“SCORPIONTATIONFeel the Spirit”
Students: Make a difference by becoming
Scorpiontation Leaders
Promote campus life
Enhance
leadership skills
2
Meet
new students
3
Work
hard
4
And
5 most importantly HAVE FUN!

Join us for an information meeting at
2 p.m. Monday, March 31, Jacaranda Room
(Student Union 2.22) or call 554-5115
BECOME A SCORPIONTATION LEADER!
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SGA
Continued from Page 1
you an amount."
Smoking in prohibited areas is a
class C misdemeanor. Violators who
receive a court appearance citation
must go to the justice of the peace
within 10 days of the violation.
"We will send them to Justice of the
Peace Oscar Tullos or Tony Sanchez,"
Campus Police Sgt. David Marquez
told The Collegian. "The violator will
then be fined up to $500 at the discretion of the judge."
Marquez said smoking is prohibited
in and near buildings and in breezeways. Smoking is allowed only in
parking lots or in designated areas.
The Student Government was
spurred to action after Camarillo
received a complaint from a student
who said she has to hold her breath
when going inside some school buildings because of people who are smoking near the entrances.
"If that's the last thing I do while I'm
here as your SGA president … I would
like to prohibit any student from smoking near any facility," Camarillo said.
Freshman Senator Luis Gutierrez
noted that, "our philosophy isn't antismokers it's pro non-smokers."
Camarillo also reported that the
UTB/TSC Alumni Association is planning a fund-raiser for scholarships.
According to Ernie Gonzalez, chairman of Campaign Scorpion, proceeds
from the wine-tasting event planned
for later this year will be used for
scholarships and special projects for
student and civic organizations.
Gonzalez said the Alumni Association
is trying to raise $40,000 in scholarship money for graduating high school
students who do not qualify for financial aid and for students completing
their undergraduate or graduate studies.
Vice President for Historical
Archives Alex Salinas reported that the
recent Conference on Student
Government Associations held Feb.
26-28 "was an experience we all
enjoyed because one, we got to know
each other more, and two, we learned
what other universities are all about,
the leaders, the budgets. Overall it was
a really good experience."
Salinas and seven other members
attended the convention last month in

College Station.
Freshman
Senator
Michael
Camarillo and Senator at Large Hilda
Ledesma encouraged the student body
to join the Scorpion Academy, which
began March 19 and runs through
Friday. Each session is from 7 to 8:30
p.m. in the SET-B third-floor conference room.
"It is going to involve first-aid training, self-defense and conflict resolution," Michael Camarillo said. "You'll
get an idea of what police work is."
Guest speaker John Shergold, candidate
for
Brownsville
City
Commissioner at Large, spoke about
the issues he would address if elected,
including the railroad relocation, the
Brownsville Urban System's bus fares
and neighborhood bookmobiles.
"The city just got through raising
the bus fares for the poorest people in
our town," Shergold said. "That's not
right, ladies and gentlemen. … If [city
officials] want to save money, you
know what they can do? Buy smaller
buses. How many times have you seen
these buses in town that are only half
full? … We can buy smaller buses …
and we save a tremendous amount of
money. … We've got to do things
smarter, we've got to start looking out
for the average people in the city."
Shergold also said he would push for
bookmobiles for the city's neighborhoods.
Val Champion, manager of the
International Technological Education
and Commerce Center, also spoke to
the group about the use of the former
Amigoland Mall for part of the university's programs.
In other business, the SGA passed a
resolution recognizing the Texas State
Student Association as an association
that will lobby for all private and public four-year and two-year institutions
of higher learning.
In a related resolution, the SGA
agreed to allocate $500 for a Texas
State Student Association conference
scheduled Saturday and Sunday at St.
Mary's University in San Antonio. This
will cover the cost of food, lodging,
transportation and registration for
three SGA representatives who will
attend the conference.
The SGA also passed a resolution in
support of Texas A&M University's
effort to advance legislation that would
exempt textbooks from the sales tax.

Visit The Collegian Online at
www.sa.utb.edu/collegian/
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WHO’S WHO

Nominations for the 2002-2003 Who’s Who
Among Students in American Universities and
Colleges and Who’s Who Among Students in
American Junior Colleges are now being
accepted by the Office of the Dean of Students.
This program is to honor outstanding campus
student leaders for both scholastic, campus,
and community achievements.

The following criteria applies to all nominees:

1 Academic Requirements
Undergraduates
-Minimum GPA of 3.0 in all course work
-Currently enrolled in at least 6 semester hours
-Completed at least 60 semester hours (juniors and
seniors only for Who’s Who Among Students in
American Universities and Colleges)
OR
-Completed at least one semester and have less
than 59 semester hours (freshman and
sophomores only for Who’s Who Among Students in
American Junior Colleges)
Graduates
-Minimum GPA of 3.75 in all graduate course work
-Currently enrolled in at least 6 semester hours
-Completed at least 6 graduate semester hours
2. No record of academic or discipline probation or suspension
3. A member of at least one UTB/TSC registered student organization
Please complete and return the nomination form at www.sa.utb.edu/dos/
and return to the Dean of Students Office no later than 5 p.m.March 28
Thank you for supporting our outstanding students.
For more information, contact Dr. Mari Fuentes-Martin, Dean of Students, at
554-5141.

On Campus

The Collegian

March 24, 2003 • PAGE 15

Families advised to know their options in paying for college
By Pamela Yip
Dallas Morning News
With the college financial aid season
under way, more students and their parents are finding that they're coming up
short in paying for tuition.
Family savings, scholarships and government grants and loans aren't always
enough to pay the rising cost of college
tuition.
So many families are seeking out student loans in the private sector.
"We've seen it pick up substantially,"
said Mike Novak, director of financial
aid at Southern Methodist University. "It
used to be that they were rare exceptions.
Now it seems they are part of the landscape."
The 2002-03 academic year isn't over
yet, and already private student loans at
SMU are up 25 percent over the 2001-02
academic year.
"It's pretty significant," Novak said,
adding that he expects to see private
loans become a bigger component unless
Congress raises the borrowing ceilings
on federally insured student loans.
"Private and state loan programs for
students and parents began to grow in
the 1980s as college prices outpaced
inflation and federal aid failed to cover
the difference," the College Board said
in a 2002 report titled "Trends in Student
Aid.''
The College Board tracks college
costs and produces the Scholastic
Aptitude Test that's used widely for college admissions.
The board estimated that in 2001-02,
nonfederal loans exceeded $5.5 billion,
consisting of almost $5 billion in private
loans and $634 million in state-sponsored programs. Overall, nonfederal
loans are up from $4.1 billion a year earlier and $1.3 billion in 1995-96.
"While the amount of nonfederal bor-

rowing is small, relative to the $42 billion in federal education loans, the rapid
growth since 1995-1996 reflects a growing reliance on alternative methods of
paying for college," the report said.
The sluggish economy and layoffs
also have contributed to the situation, as
some workers have returned to college.
"This private-label loan becomes that
interim financing while that main wage
earner is trying to get hooked back to
employment," Novak said.
Tuition and fees at four-year public
colleges soared with an average of 9.6
percent this year, according to the
College Board. It was the largest annual
increase in a decade. Room-and-board
costs at four-year public colleges rose an
average of 6 percent.
At four-year private colleges, tuition
and fees were up an average 5.8 percent,
while room-and-board expenses were up
an average 4.6 percent.
Gathering up the money to pay for it
all involves a maze of options.
First, search out grants and scholarships. Check out fraternal organizations
in your area, as well as trade groups representing the occupation your child
wants to enter after graduation. If your
child excels in a sport, he or she may be
eligible for an athletic scholarship. The
college's financial aid office is a good
repository of information.
Second, exhaust all your options under
the federally backed student loan program.
"What we try to do is encourage all of
our borrowers to exhaust all those
options first because it is going to be a
little bit more expensive" with private
loans, said Staci Schiller, product manager for Wells Fargo Education Financial
Services, a subsidiary of Wells Fargo &
Co.
Finally, if you need more money, consider a private loan. But borrow prudent-

Jaime’s

Tuxedo Rental
Alterations & Dry Cleaning
by Rex Cleaners

Get your tuxedo
for
Bougainvillea!
3000 Tulipan St.
Brownsville, Tx 78520

Phone: (956) 542-5565
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

ly.
"Think, 'Once I get out of college, this
is something that I'm going to have to
repay,'" Schiller said. "Don't borrow
more than you can repay."
Many lenders offer private student
loans, and the terms vary.
Because the government doesn't guarantee those loans, lenders assume a
greater risk, so the interest rates and fees
are generally higher than those for federal student loans.
What rates and fees you pay depends a
lot on your credit history, as well as your
co-borrower's credit history. Most students applying for a private loan will
have to have a co-signer.
Most private loans have a variable rate
and an interest rate cap, which means the
cost of borrowing may fluctuate up to a
specific percentage while you're repaying the loan. You want the lowest rate
with the lowest cap.
Better yet, seek out private loans with
fixed rates. If the rate varies, ask how
often it will change.

As always, it pays to shop around.
"If you're borrowing with a private
loan, make sure you look at a minimum
of three different companies, not just the
one that your child's school uses," said
Trent Anderson, vice president and contributing editor at Kaplan Inc. in New
York, which publishes college and financial aid guides
Some lenders offer different repayment options. The standard plan is to pay
the same amount every month for the life
of the loan.
This may not work best for you, based
on your current or anticipated income, so
ask whether the lender offers a graduated payment plan that starts with a lower
payment and grows to a larger payment
over time to correspond to increases in
your income.
"Don't just borrow just to be borrowing, because you pay for it in the long
run," said Novak of SMU. "But for
some, it's a question of 'Do we borrow or
do we drop out,' and for some who do
drop out, it's very hard to get back in."
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Service men and women need our support
By Josie Ruiz
Collegian Online Editor
As an Army wife, my life has been flipped around ever since my husband was
activated with the 812th Quartermaster Company on Feb. 10 and mobilized to
Fort Hood on Feb. 24.
I felt so lucky when I was able to visit him as soon as we were let out for
Spring Break, but my trip was cut short when the unit was notified that it was
going to be remobilized to Fort Bragg, N.C., on March 12. Not only is my husband in a different time zone, but they have also heard rumors that they might
be deployed overseas.
Although my life has changed, other wives have had it harder. Since the unit
left, two wives have given birth to their first child and their husbands were not
able to accompany them in such a wonderful part of a married couple's life.
One woman, who is also a soldier with the 812th, gave birth Feb. 23, one day
before her husband left with the unit. They are a lucky couple.
Four other women will be giving birth in a few months, and it will be in God's
hands if their husbands will be able to visit them while they go through labor,
but only to leave moments after the birth of their child.
I have one request for readers. Please support our soldiers by putting up yellow ribbons around campus, on the door of your office, on your backpacks, at
home or anywhere you believe is the most appropriate place. Even if you
strongly believe that war is unnecessary, the least we can do as patriotic civilians is to give them the moral support they need from us. They are doing their
job, that is what they are trained for and it is beyond our hands to do anything
otherwise.
I will forever appreciate it if this university and all our readers come together
and show our community, military families and our soldiers that no matter what
our beliefs are regarding war, they have our moral support and understanding.
Thank you in advance for showing your patriotism and lending your heart to
struggling families and friends of deployed service men and women.

JOSIE RUIZ/COLLEGIAN

Former UTB/TSC student Robert Ruiz (left) prepares to leave Fort Hood
for Fort Bragg, N.C.
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Student Soapbox

Open Letter from UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García
March 19, 2003
Last week while waiting in the Austin airport for a flight to return to
Brownsville, I was approached by a young man named Steve
Rodriguez. He said he recognized me and while we had never been
formally introduced, he wanted to thank all of those faculty and staff
that had helped him withdraw from his classes so that he could
respond to the call for duty. He was on his way to Fort Bragg and just
wanted to say goodbye. I asked Steve if he would have access to email; he responded that he thought he would. I then asked him to write
me as often as he could so that I might forward his letters to The
Collegian to keep us all "connected" during the difficult times ahead.
As he walked away, so did my greatest fears of the impact of the
state deficit and the effect cuts in appropriation will have on our university. Steve had much more to worry about than I did--than we do.
Steve represents one of at least 21 UTB/TSC students and two staff
members who have been called to active duty. The war they have prepared for began tonight.
So as we face a more than $5 billion deficit, a 12.5 percent budget
cut in state appropriations, all I can think of tonight is we'll manage,
we'll figure it out. It's been worse, and it could be worse.
Then this week on Monday afternoon, as I was driving home from
Austin after having testified before a Senate Finance Committee working group on higher education, I began to think of Representative
[Irma] Rangel. About an hour north of Corpus Christi, on that long
stretch of Interstate 37, I began to think of our dear colleague and
friend. Nothing specific came to mind: just that I missed seeing her in
Austin, missed hearing her laughter and her scolding; I just missed her.
In Kingsville, I stopped for a Coke to keep me awake during the
long ride across the King Ranch. When I got back into the car, my cell
phone rang with [Vice President for External Affairs] Tony Zavaleta on
the line. He asked me where I was. I responded that I was in
Kingsville. He paused and said softly, "that's appropriate," and then
reported that an announcement had just been made at the Texas
Legislature, where he was, that Representative Rangel from Kingsville
was hospitalized and not expected to make it through the night.
The sun was setting as I looked out my right hand window with the
magnificent colors of a sunset only enjoyed in that special way when
on a ranch or a beach or a large piece of land hungry for color and
resplendent when bathed by the hot red sun-sky of a setting sun. I
thought of Irma.
Then I looked to my left, and there arose the full moon. It must be a
rare sight to see both a setting sun and a rising moon in complement to
one another. I thought it must be a sign; it was. … It was a sign that
Irma had lost her battle with cancer. At 71, she had overcome ovarian
cancer and breast cancer, both had been in remission. Then this last
fall, she was diagnosed with brain cancer. She was convinced she
would overcome even that. She testified for her beloved higher education for the last time with great passion just about three weeks ago.
Last time I saw her, she was talking to a group of South Texas university and college presidents she had asked CBIRD [Cross Border
Institute for Regional Development] to assemble. She challenged us to
come at her, come at all of the legislators with requests for what we
really needed; she said not to be shy. "Just come at us," she challenged. "What's the worst that can happen? You get turned down or
you get some of what you requested. How can we live with ourselves
if we do anything less, when our region needs so much," she concluded with obvious passion.
Tomorrow I am driving back to Austin, this time with Mary Rose
Cardenas. It is my hope to celebrate a life well-lived with ethical values beyond reproach and a will to survive the insurmountable.
As for the rest, we'll figure it out. Irma taught us how.

What are your memories of the
1991 Gulf War?
"I was out of the country at the
"I was too young to actually be
time but there was a lot of com- affected by it, but I constantly
motion here."
saw news reports about how the
--Ruben Montoya
Iraqis had chemical weapons."
Freshman political science
--Jonathan Sada
major
Freshman psychology major
"There were a lot of yellow
"I remember everyone was
ribbons."
worried about what was going to
--Sophia Rodriguez
happen."
Junior education major
--Humberto Davila
Freshman biology major
"I was in elementary and I
remember sitting in class and
"I just remember a lot of crymy teacher talking about how ing. A lot of my friends' parents
the U.S. had gone into war, the went off and [there was] a lot of
significance of the war and how depression but a strong
we needed to support our American spirit."
troops."
--Julian Arsuaga
--Edward Camarillo
Junior finance major
Senior education major
--Compiled by Leslie Robinson

Letter to the Editor
UTB/TSC recently made efforts to give students the opportunity to [register to] vote. This lasted for a week. Every time I walked to and from class in
the morning, there were tables set up, T-shirts to give away, and even radio
station B-104 made an appearance.
I am glad there have been efforts made to increase our Hispanic, collegestudent population's interest in politics and government. I myself am quite
involved in exercising my freedom to vote, especially since only 83 years ago
I would not have been able to. It's the luxury of democracy [that] I am quite
grateful for in this society. I do not take it for granted.
Our Hispanic population at UTB/TSC and [in] the Valley cannot afford to
take the luxury of democracy for granted. Texas is a fairly Republican state,
but our local elections are always pro-Democratic. The citizens of South
Texas are struggling for air. And it's not like the Hispanic population of our
state is decreasing by any means.
By Friday at lunch, a nice young man asked me if I was interested in registering to vote as I was walking past the gazebos. I explained to him that not
only [am] I registered, but I also [have] voted in every election since. We
shared a brief conversation, and I learned that on that day, only four people
stopped to register to vote.
Women, who would not have had the [right to vote had they been] born a
hundred years earlier, are incredibly apathetic. [There are some] people who
don't have a care in the world about who is running their lives because they
could not take the time out of their busy schedules to fill out a simple form
(and, believe me, it's simple). We are Hispanic. We need to vote. We need to
let ourselves be recognized because, if not, we will prevent ourselves from
growth; we will continue to handicap ourselves from making a difference that
will matter to us. We will continue to be controlled by people like Rick Perry,
John Cornyn and George W. Bush, who know perfectly well that we allow
ourselves to be controlled.
But, hey, what do you care?
Amanda Lepre
Freshman
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Mystik Sisters
By Leslie Robinson
and Jamie Standeford
Staff Writers
Aries (March 21-April 20): So the
romance isn't there, and hasn't been for
quite a while now. Just be patient and
love will find you. If all else fails, just
get a pet---they're potty trained, they
listen and won't talk back and best of
all, they get excited every time they
see you.
Taurus (April 21-May 21): If selling oranges on the side of the road
sounds like a prosperous and lucrative
business to invest in, then slacking off
in school studies is just the way to get
you there. Food for thought: Would an
orange-seller, if promoted, sell pineapples instead?
Gemini (May 22-June 21): Since

you enjoy humoring others with your
crazy acts this week, strive for people
to laugh with you instead of people
laughing at you.
Cancer (June 22-July 22): Accept
all propositions this week, even when
they don't sound promising. Everyone
starts somewhere; even Eminem
began singing songs in his trailer
home shower.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): Although
you enjoy using your hair, outfits and
shoes to get that extra look, try doing
something more effective this week.
Even if you only make a small change,
like changing from a loose conservative shirt to a tight tank top, you will
find it effective--I guarantee it.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 23): Unless
you've been raised by wolves, the tattered look is not only unappealing but

also not very flattering in comparison
with your sparkling personality. Just a
word from the wise: Hose yourself off
and find some shears!
Libra (Sept. 24-Oct. 23): Focus on
what is really important this week.
Start out by cutting out lunch at the
mall-- that way you avoid the routine
walk and shop. You need to start saving up for those colorful Easter eggs
you never want to make yourself.
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22): So you
have a problem with being a bit of a
drama queen and blowing small,
minute things into huge, massive
explosions. Hey, who ever said small
was better anyway?
Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21): Take
control of your situations. Don't let
time take its toll because when the
"crap" hits the fan, you're going to be

The K Chronicles

the only one to blame.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20):
You've started to ease up a little and
not be so grim; and others have recognized this. Just be careful when being
laid back that you don't fall out of the
chair!
Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19): Try
not to let your prideful attitude get in
the way this week. Take this advice
because you never know when you
will be on the other side reciting your
deepest apologies when you are
caught with your hand in the cookie
jar.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20): The
longer you put up an act, the more
people will stay for the show. Maybe
now is the time to spend on yourself
and for once, put the "Out to Lunch"
sign on the window.
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Guitar greats, students gather here for fest
By Analiz Gonzalez
Staff Writer
Classical, pop and flamenco music will
fill the air of UTB/TSC during the second
annual Guitar Ensemble Festival scheduled Thursday through Saturday.
"The reason we do this is so that guitar
ensembles have an opportunity to go
someplace and play in an environment
that is very critical," said Michael Quantz,
an assistant professor in the Fine Arts
Department and event organizer.
"Everybody gets kind of jaded when they
perform in the same place all the time. It's
no big deal anymore, but when you have
to travel someplace to a whole bunch of
strangers who are going to sit and listen to
you … then you will have some pressure."
Registration for performers is $45 and
takes place from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday
at the SET-B Lecture Hall. About 70-100
people are expected to register.
Participants will play anywhere from
five minutes at the elementary level to 30
minutes at the university level before
judges from the University of Texas-Pan
American, the University of Texas at
Austin, the University of Texas at San
Antonio and the University of Texas at
Dallas.
Judges will evaluate the students on
style, stage presence, rhythmic clarity, balance, stage presence, program selection
and several other factors. They will give
the contestants comments and suggestions
and rate them on a scale of 1 to 4, with 1
being the best score.
Professional musicians will perform as
well during the Guitar Festival.
Quarteto Guitarras de San Pedro, of
Monterrey, Mexico, will perform at 8 p.m.
Thursday at the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Admission for the Patron of the Arts-sponsored event is $10 for adults, $7 for senior
citizens and $3 for students with ID.
Duo Coincidencia, a husband and wife

guitar
duo
from Mexico,
will perform
in appreciation of faculty
and staff at 1
p.m. Friday at
the
SET-B
Lecture Hall.
Admission is
free for faculMichael Quantz
ty and staff
with ID, and
$5 for all others. Tickets will be sold at the
door.
Strunz & Farah, kings of duet flamenco
nuevo, will perform at 8 p.m. Friday in the
Jacob Brown Auditorium. Tickets are $15,
$25 and $50 and are available at Melhart
Music, Valle Vista Mall, Shoreline Realty
(on South Padre Island), Boot Jack in
Brownsville, Brownsville Chamber of
Commerce, UTB/TSC Fine Arts
Department and the Brownsville
Convention & Visitors Bureau.
Tony Morris and his wife Renata Green
will play classical guitar and flute duets at
1 p.m. Saturday at the SET-B Lecture
Hall. Tickets are $5 and will also be sold
at the door.
Festival of Four will perform at 8 p.m.
Saturday at the SET-B Lecture Hall. This
group from Los Angeles includes three
guitars and a flute and plays many styles
of Latin music. Tickets are $15 and will be
sold at the door.
Master classes will be conducted from 9
a.m. to noon Friday. Sign-up sheets for
these classes will be available between 1
and 8 p.m. Thursday at the SET-B Lecture
Hall. Registration is $25 for solo performers, $5 for auditors and will be on a first
come-first served basis. UTB/TSC guitar
students are guaranteed a slot.
People interested in attending the master classes should have "at least a solid
intermediate ability," Quantz said.
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"Anybody can attend the classes, but people who are beginners won't benefit very
much in that setting."
Master classes will be taught by Oscar
Arevalo from Monterrey, Enric
Madriguera from the University of Texas
at Dallas, Matt Dunn from the University
of Texas at Austin, and Tony Morris from
National Public Radio.
Many businesses and organizations
donated money to help pay for the performers.
"It takes an entire community of people
to make something like this happen,"

Quantz said. "The Brownsville Society for
the Performing Arts, Patron of the Arts,
Four Points Hotel, South Texas Classical
Guitar Society, Texas Commission on the
Arts and Hawthorn Inn & Suites all came
together to sponsor this event."
There are many students who are volunteering to help. The students sell tickets,
ask for sponsors, make deposits, print tickets, get necessary supplies and take turns
at the registration desk, Quantz said.
"The festival would not be possible
without the work and support of the students," he said.

As part of the 2nd Annual UTB/TSC Guitar Ensemble Festival,
the Brownsville Society for the Performing Arts presents

World Music Guitar Legends

"Devastating acoustic duo considered
by many to rank alongside the best
guitar players in the world. They've
become one of the most respected
and copied acoustic guitar duos in
the U.S., with admirers worldwide."
--Guitarist
"With their incendiary blend of
flamenco color, driving Afro-Latin
rhythms, and dazzling nylon string
virtuosity ... Strunz & Farah are
spectacular live. For guitar lovers, the
experience can be downright
apocalyptic." --Guitar Player

8 p.m. Friday, March 28
Jacob Brown Auditorium
600 International Blvd.
Doors open at 7 p.m.
Tickets: $15, $25, $50
On sale at Melhart Music, Valle Vista Mall, Shoreline Realty (SPI), Boot Jack
(Brownsville), Brownsville Chamber, UTB/TSC Fine Arts Department and
Brownsville Convention & Visitors Bureau.
Purchase tickets by phone-call the Brownsville CVB (546-3721)
For more information, call (956) 639-3448 or log on to www.brosociety.org
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Walls covered with creativity at juried student art show
By Ysenia Bazaldua
Special to The Collegian
Art students had their works displayed, recognized and ready for purchase
last Tuesday at the Annual Juried Student Art Show in the Richardson Art
Gallery.
Every year, UTB/TSC art majors submit their best pieces to this show,
where they are then judged by a panel of art professors and professional
artists.
The entire gallery space was put to use that night, frames consciously hung
on the walls, curious sculptures on pedestals, and ubiquitous found objects
on display, each piece tinged with its creator's sense of individuality.
Expressive and varied colors, assorted materials and styles resided beguilingly under the gallery lights. Personal images, either self-portraits or emotional themes were a bit of a motif as were pieces strong in cultural references.
Patrons could easily come across a painted figure, next to a ceramic
pineapple, a digital memory or disheveled suitcase.
There were almost enough original place prizes as there were works. Some
of the works won outstanding titles, but most importantly, all of them receive
attention.
The show is a great opportunity for growing artists; their works get an
audience, possible prizes, and everyone has fun.
Students, friends, relatives and art fans crowded the small gallery. Some of
them smiled in appreciation while others browsed as shoppers might at a
department store.
In fact, some of the pieces on display already had price tags with "sold"
stamped on.
Aside from taking home possible profits, many of the students took home
first- and second-place prizes or honorable mentions. It seemed as if everyone was a winner that night.
Mixed-media winners were Erica Trevino's untitled collage in first place,
Patricia Barrera's "Cubists Self-Portrait," second; and Janet Peña's acrylic
piece "Falling," third.
Jose Luis Canchola took home many of the first places. "Autorretrato," a
piercing self-portrait, won first place in soft pastels. "Mi Querida Abuelita"
and "Dos De Noviembre" had first-place ribbons. His sculpture "Joven
African" got Honorable mention in clay with mixed media.
Barrera took home second and third place for her pastels "Mujeres," a
bright four-colored image of femininity, and traditional image "Africa."
Daniel Goven's untitled black-and-white photograph won first place, as did
Helen Craules' photograph print "Melancholy Melons" in mixed-media printmaking. Kevin Fuller's digital image "Fiesta before Dawn" won first in the
computer graphics portion.
Janet Meschi's "Coffee Now" was a charming coffee mug with feet; it
walked away with first place as did her "Good Day on the River" piece in the
functional ceramics portion. Second place went to Fuller with his "Keep
Right" sculpture and Laura Garcia's untitled ceramic.
Kisti Beckwith's "Emma See God" won first place in ceramic sculpture,
Garcia's untitled piece took home second, and Katia Casares' clay-made
"Antelope" took third place.
Casares' "Memories of a Dancer" won first place in the Assembled
Sculpture portion.
C. Nereida Ramirez's "On the Other Side," took third in oil on canvas and
her "Wave" took first in carved plaster and vermiculite.
Meschi's "Bird of Paradise" won first in mixed leather, L.A. Goforth's "The
Long Underclothes of the North" won third place in assorted wire and wood.
Peña's acrylic pieces, "Risen" and "Humbling Eyes," were awarded first
and second. Claudia Ortiz's "Copy of a Master: Brian Frond" was an interesting mix of fairies and Tolkien-like characters; it took home second place.
Miriam Cavazos' "Realization" got honorable mention.
Craules' "Life," a bright and warm yellow oil figure, won Best of Show.
The artworks will be on display through Thursday. Gallery hours are 9
a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday and Wednesday and 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday and
Thursday.
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Helen Craules’ “Life” won best of show at the 2003 Juried Student Art
Show. The show runs through Thursday in the Richardson Art Gallery.

