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On the fast track: 11 year coach attributes track/field, CC success 
this year to athletes, coaching staff and inspiration 

Melissa Vasquez 
Sports Editor 

In his 11th year with the UTPA athletic depart­
ment, track and field coach Reid Harter has plenty 
to be proud of. His women's cross country team won 
Pan American's first Sun Belt Conference champi­
onship, and his men's track and field team won the 
Bronc's first ever Border Olympics title. 

Harter has won many championships and coach 
of the year honors since he took 
his first coaching job in 1977. 
At a junior college in New 
Mexico he earned $100 a month 
for coaching. Meanwhile, at the 
adjacent College of the South 
West, he taught English and his­
tory. At the junior college level 
he won four NJCAA National 
Championships. 

"Right before the school year 
started, the head coach resigned 
the position, so I became the 
head coach and that was like 
my big break," Harter said. "We 
had a very good team that year 
that he (the former coach) had 
recruited, and we won the Jun­
ior College National Champion­
ship for women both in indoor 
and outdoor track." 

and coaches who took an interest in me as a person 
and I guess that is why I wanted to be a teacher and 
a coach because people took an interest in me and 
motivated me when 1 was growing up," he said. 

A good example of how Harter shows interest in 
his athletes is Rigo Olivarez, who is one of his gradu­
ate assistant coaches. Olivarez was a javelin throw.er 
for Harter and has been with him for almost five 
years. Olivarez said that Harter was the only person 
who believed in him when nobody else would give 
him a chance. 

"He actually believed in me, whereas other coaches 
just looked at me and just 
said 'we have to work 
with him,"' Olivarez said. 
"He actually showed in­
terest me, and I think that 
is what helped me place 
in conference." 

Olivarez, a Sun Belt 
Conference finalist, said 
he hopes one day to be- · 
come a coach just like 
Harter. 

· He said that while coaching 
at the junior college level, he 
wanted to move up to a four 

Reid Harter 

"One of the things I 
picked up from him is that 
you have to be patient and 
everything will tum out to 
be the_ best if you are pa­
tient and you work at it," 
Olivarez said. "He told 
me what to do, but he lef.!: 
it up to me, so that gave 
me responsibility and that 

year institution. With six years of experience at the 
junior college level, Harter believed he was ready to 
mov~ on. He coached at Texas A&I University, now 
Texas A&M-Kingsville, for two years. While Harter 
was there, the men's cross country team won the 
NCAA Division II Lone Star Conference title in 
1984; and the men's track team was runner-up to the 
championship title. After A&I, he came to Pan 
American, where he has been ever since. 

"I got here by hopJ.>ing around (from school to 
school) because I really wanted to work at a four 
year institution more than at a junior college," he 
said. "At a junior college you only have people for 
two years and I wanted to be in a situation where I 
would have people for more than two years." 

Harter has coached a total of 70 NJCAA and 
NCAA All-Americans and has received More than 
15 coach-of-the-year honors in his 20 years of coach­
ing. 

"I can honestly say that I have never regretted or 
had a hard time to get myself to come to school ani:l 
work," Harter said. "I have always been able to be­
cause it is fun, and I am like that with my classes 
too, not just track. I enjoy teaching and being around 
the young people." 

Harter's love for the sport of running and track 
developed when he was in junior high and he was 
inspired by his coach Pete Nelson, who he always 
remembered as saying, "A few years to run is 40 
years to remember." To this day, Harter is still run­
ning and loving every minute of it, as he uses some 
of Nelson's philosophies and ideas when he coaches. 
However, Harter admits that when he began cross 
country running back in junior high, he had no idea 
what it was. At first he believed it was a big obsta~le 
course that required jumping over creeks and swing­
ing on ropes, he said. 

"I have always been influenced a lot by teachers 

helped with my academ-
ics and sports." 

Harter earned a bachelor of science degree in busi­
ness administration from Oklahoma State Univer­
sity and a master of arts degree in American studies 
from the University of Southern California. With 
these degrees, one wouJd think why coaching? 
Harter explained that the job became too routine 
when he worked for an aircraft company. 

He was in charge of materials and inventory and 
the shipping of aluminum used in making airplanes, 
and he moved up fairly quickly into the markedng 
area. 

"When I was working in the marketing area, I was 
able to get my job done pretty fast each day," he 
said. "After a while, it became too easy, and it was 
not much of a challenge. 

"Then I started looking at my watch and it just 
was not fun; it became too routine and then I started 
to believe I needed to put more time into my train­
ing and that was the main reason that I initially quit." 

While in college, Harter, a distance runner at Okla­
homa State, helped lead his team to the Big Eight 
Championship in 1972, finished seventh at the 
NCAA Championship and won the USTFF National 
Championship in· cross country. 

He also competed in the Olympic Trials marathon 
in I 972 and 1976, placed second in the Western 
Hemisphere Marathon in '73, in '74 finished 13th 
in the Boston Marathon, and in that same year he 
was the AAU National 30 Kilometer Champion with 
a time of 1 :35:30, which was a national record. 

Another inspiration for Harter was Coach Mihaly 
Igloi, who trained with him when he was competing 
with the Santa Monica Track Club. Igloi was a Hun­
garian Olympic Coach who coached several world 
record holders and served as a big influence for 
Harter in his college years. 

"He was the one who really turned me into a run-

The Pan American/Liza Longoria 
Bronc runners show poise and strength during their first home track/field 
meet In February. Harter has coached these men to their first Border Olym­
pic title since he began his career here at UTPA. 

ner," Harter said. "He took me from an average high 
school runner into becoming a very good college 
runner. He worked us extremely hard ... He was just 
another tremendous motivator and he influenced me 
a lot to be a more disciplined person and really strive 
for perfection." 

Under Harter's direction Bronc track and field 
athletes have broken school records and national 
records. 

According to Martha Gonzales, a member of the 
1995 Women's Cross Country Championship team 
and All-Conference recipient, it is the discipline and 
the dedication that has allowed the team to succeed 

' especially this year. 
"He makes us feel confident about ourselves when 

we are running and even though we come. from a 
small town or university, he said that we can com­
pete against big schools," Gonzales said. "He makes 
us feel that whatever they can do, we can do too, 
and even better." 1 

Through the years, Harter has learned that being a 
good coach does not come easily unless you have 
the people to help you reach that status. That is who 
he credits for all the cha!llpionships-his athletes, 
his assistant coach Keith Hutson, and graduate as­
sistant coaches Tonya Bailey and Olivarez. 

"The coaches work hard for the program and put 
in good time, and I think that work ethic then carries 
on to everybody else, because they (the athletes) then 
work hard and put in good time," he said. 

Broncs battle South Alabama tomorrow 
Sergio Sanchez 
Staff reporter 

The Broncs' baseball team will host South Alabama in a single game 
tomorrow at 7 p.m., and again in a double header at I p.m. Saturday. 
South Alabama is currently in third place in the SBC with a 4-2 record. 

Last weekend the Broncs beat their conference rivals, the Lamar 
Cardinals, two games to one in a series with end-of-season tourna­
ment invitations at stake. Going into the three game series, both teams 
were tied for sixth place in the conference; only the top six team are 
invited to the tournament. 

UTPA dropped game one of the series 4-3. In the first game of 
Saturday's double header, Matt Siskowski and Heath Autry each had 

two hits. Jody Moore (3-4) suffered the hard luck loss. 
Saturday's second game saw Mike Karow (5-2) outduel Lamar ace 

Eric Cammack in a 3-2 victory. Karow limited the Cardinals to three 
singles and two doubles; he walked two and struck out four. 

Richard Crenshaw came on in relief in the last inning to record his 
third save of the season. 

The Broncs captured the series Sunday 5-2. Kiki Trevino, a junior 
from Alamo, clinched the final game of the series, giving up only six 
hits. Trevino won for the second time in the past five days, and in­
creased his overall season record to 4-4. 

Coach Al Ogletree added that "Kiki is a real competitor. He has had 
some bad luck, and has lost some games that were really close." Ear-

lier in the season, he lost two well-pitched efforts 1-0 and 2-1. 
Marty Moulton got UTPA on the scoreboard in the sixth inning of 

Sunday's series climax. He knocked in three runs with a bases-loaded 
double. Jeff Moore also helped at the plate batting three for five. Behind 
the plate, catcher Ben Phillips gunned down the Cardinals' only two 
attempts at steals. 

Rick Navarro, also from PSJA, came on for three innings of relief to 
pick up his first save of the season. The 6'3" junior didn't walk a 
batter, and struck out two. 

The Broncs emerge from last weekend's play with a 4-5 conference 
record, 17- 17 overall. and a better chance to finish in the SBC's top six 
and qualify for the title tournament. 

Bronc track team wins nine events to TAMUK's 20 
Texas A&M-Kingsville dominated its own track meet last weekend, winning 20 individual events to 

UTPA's nine victories. 
No official team score was kept, but TAMUK would have swept both divisions. The individual men's 

winners were Javelinas, 11 ; UTPA, six; Trinity, one and unattached, one. The Lady Javelinas won nine 
events, compared to three each by UTPA and Trinity. Peter Carreon took the 1500 meter in 4:07 .11 . Other 
Bronc winners were Kenneth McClain, high jump, 6-6; Gonzalo Gonzalez, discus, 143-1: Michael Cantu. 
pole vault, 14-6; and Michael Hernandez, 5000 meter, 15:52.12. 

Naomi Kramer won the long jump, 19-0 1/4, by a quarter-inch over Anna Olsson of TAM UK. Martha 

Gonzales ran away with the 3000 by 17 seconds with 11 : I 0.48. Melissa Dearth took the 1500 for the Lady 
Broncs in 5: 15.77, leading a UTPA sweep with Shelly Castillo second and Cathy Cavazos third. 

Bronc graduate and assistant coach Tonya Bailey competed unattached. She finished third in the long 
jump. fifth in the 200 meter. · 

The TAMUK meet had just one unattached (to any team) winner. Vaughn Penny. who took the men's 
shotput at 47-9 3/4. 

Tomorrow track and field teams will 1:ompetc at the Ty Terrell Relays in Beauniont. 


