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Broncs
drop two
UTPA falls in final home twinbill,
losing first game to UTSA 5-4,
and second 7-6
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Senior pitcher Travis Parker tosses a pitch against UTSA in UTPA’s home season finale Wednesday.

Intramurals crown champs
By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
As the spring semester winds down, the intramural
recreation department has started crowning champions
in each sport offered at the University of Texas-Pan
American.
In the finale of the softball tournament, two teams
that remained to battle for bragging rights for the 20022003 school year. The Outlaws and the Scrubs played
to determine who would be softball champion.
In a highly competitive game the Scrubs outlasted
their competitors to capture the crown 15-11.
“We had a significantly better turnout for the
championship game in comparison to the regular
season games,” said Charlie Cáceres, coordinator of
Campus Activities.
In the soccer tournament, four teams remained to
contest for the championship. The A.M.S Red Dragons
clashed with Illegal Aliens in a battle of wills that was
decided by penalty kicks after the match ended in a 3-3
tie after regulation time expired. The Red Dragons
triumphed and advanced to the championship game by
the score of 4-3.
La Pandilla dominated Los Maestros 4-0. With the

win, La Pandilla advanced to final.
In the UTPA intramural recreation department’s
version of the World Cup to crown the 2003 intramural
soccer champion, La Pandilla fought A.M.S Red
Dragons for soccer supremacy.
La Pandilla controlled the game from start to finish
by routing A.M.S. Red Dragons 4-0 to capture soccer
gold.
“We had many family members of the players attend
the championship game, it was a great atmosphere,"
Cáceres said.
In flag football, only a handful of teams remain in
the highly contested single-elimination tournament.
Among them are the Stallions, Gamblers, Mudd
Dawgs, Explosion, Beta Rho, and Hummers.
The Stallions and Gamblers are both undefeated and
appear to be the favorites to win the Super Bowl of
flag football at Pan Am.
"I expect to see a great turnout to watch the flag
football championship. As more students come see our
facilities, they start to want to participate in all the
sports that we offer," Cáceres said.
For more information on the tournaments or
other intramural sports activities, call 956-292-0839 or
stop by the intramural office located at Bronc Village.

Despite the festivities of
Senior Night at Edinburg
Baseball Stadium, the
University of Texas-Pan
American Broncs were
unable to close out the
home season with a victory.
Pan Am (20-27) dropped
the first game of the
doubleheader against UTSA
5-4, and the night cap 7-6.
The Roadrunners (25-25)
broke a 6-6 tie in the top of
the ninth to earn the win.
Lucas Stewart picked up the
win for the ’Runners, while
Johnny Gibson suffered the
loss for UTPA.
In the opening game, a
Bronc rally fell just short as
UTSA held on to win its
24th game of the season.
The Roadrunners
improved to 24-25 with the
victory, and UTPA dropped
its second straight game and
fell to 20-26 on the season.
Senior Travis Parker (3-4)
pitched a complete game in
a losing effort. that
increased his ERA to 7.47.
UTSA starting pitcher
Trey Rice pitched three
innings of one-hit ball to
pick up the win and
improved to 4-5. Lucas

Stewart notched his sixth
save of the season despite
giving up an unearned run
in the ninth.
UTSA systematically
built a 5-0 lead after six
innings by scoring a run in
every inning except the
fourth.
Pan Am woke up in the
bottom of the seventh by
tagging UTSA reliever Klae
Boehme for three runs on
five hits to cut the
Roadrunner lead to 5-3.
In the bottom of the
ninth, freshman Otis Powers
made it a one-run ball game
when he scored on
sophomore Marco Garza’s
fielder’s choice, making the
score 5-4.
However, Garza was
tagged out at second base
after Tony Ortiz’ fielder’s
choice to end the game and
any chance of a comeback.
The Broncs will conclude
the remainder of the 2003
season on the road with a
three-game series against
Southeastern Louisiana at
Hammond, La. beginning
Friday, May 2 and will wrap
up the year with a two-day,
four-game series (two
doubleheaders) in Las
Cruces, N.M. against New
Mexico State.

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Freshman Louie Alamia pulls back on a bunt against UTSA.
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Latest yearbook
to arrive Friday

By CINDY MATA
The Pan American

The University of Texas-Pan American’s
version of a yearbook is set to come out
Friday. After a year hiatus in the art
department this year’s issue of Panorama is
back in the hands of the communication
department, and UTPA’s 75th anniversary is
the main topic.
“Picking a theme for this year’s
magazine was not so hard since everything
in the university was already revolving
around the 75th anniversary,” said
Panorama editor Nadia Mercado. “All we
did was take it more in depth and show
what went on around campus.”
The book is titled “Past, Present and
Future,” and the university’s history is
described in an array of photographs as
well as with stories that reflect on what life
was like then and now. The stories
elaborate on the festivities, organizations,
and specific individuals who made this year

at UTPA stand out. It is designed to act as a
combination yearbook/magazine.
The Panorama staff worked throughout
the year to cover a variety of campus events
and met its self-imposed deadline of the
end of April. Last year’s edition was
produced by the art department.
“After an entire year of hard work, it will
be great seeing the magazine finally
finished and ready for everyone to see,”
Mercado said. The assistant editor for this
year’s book is Lorena Garcia, and the
adviser is Jackie Nirenberg, a lecturer in the
journalism department who was nominated
for Adviser of the Year. Communication
studies professor Dora Saavedra won the
award last week.
Panorama will be available at every
building on campus, giving faculty and
students an opportunity to obtain a copy.
Next year’s edition will be produced by Dr.
Kimberly Selber, who will assume duties as
advertising professor and Panorama adviser
in the fall.

FINISHED— The latest edition of the Panorama, a combination yearbook/magazine, is
set to hit the campus at the end of the week. The annual production is a yearlong project
put together by students in the Communication Department.

The hero to make his triumphant return
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
A large crowd gave him cheers of faith
and patriotism when he returned to South
Texas for the first time since his departure
to Iraq. The same thing will happen May
3.
Army Specialist Edgar Hernandez was
greeted with laughter and joy from family
and friends, and they weren’t the only
ones there to welcome him back from the
war. Over 150 people from Alton,
Hernandez’s hometown, and all over the
Valley were at the McAllen Miller Airport
on Sunday, April 27.
Hernandez, along with six other
American POWs [Prisoners of War] was
captured March 23, near Nasiriyah in
Iraq, when his convoy was attacked. The
soldiers were rescued by U.S. Marines on
April 13 near the city of Tikrit. April 19,
Hernandez was flown back to Fort Bliss
in El Paso, where he and the other
prisoners had been stationed.
When the communities of Alton and
Mission heard of Hernandez’s return to
the states, the city formed a committee to
plan an event to celebrate his
homecoming. The Alton community first
planned the event to be local, but people
and businesses from all over the Valley

“This is to
celebrate his
homecoming and
[our gratitude]
for serving us.
It’s going to be
major in our
community,”
Flores said. “It’s
a historical
event.”
Flores said the
parade starts at
10 a.m. in Alton
[Mission area]
on 5 Mile Line
on Bryan Road,
where Josepha
Municipal Park
is located. It will
then head west
and turn into
Conway, then
south up toward
James Nedock/The Monitor the Alton Park
and Recreational
ALTON SOLDIER— Edgar Hernandez survived an experience as a
Center. Postprisoner of war, and will be honored with a parade Saturday.
parade events
will take place
wanted to be a part of this special event,
at the park. There will be free food and
said Irma Flores, the food and volunteer
beverages and everyone is invited to
coordinator.
attend.

“There will be fajitas, chicken fajita
tacos, pico de gallo, soft drinks and so
much more. All of it is free,” Flores said.
“Come out and meet Edgar, it’s a
worthwhile historical event.”
“I know people were praying for a long
time [since his capture] and the outcome
turned out good. The event is a good
family patriotic celebration with a focus
on Edgar Hernandez,” she added. “He and
his family are so honored and they can’t
believe how everyone came together for
this. It’s really neat the way everyone is
coming together, the compassion is there.”
There were a number of Valley soldiers
in Iraq during the war, and Hernandez was
one of the most prominent. This week the
body of Los Fresnos native Edward
Anguiano was found and he was declared
the 138th U.S. casualty of the war. Juan
Garza of San Benito was also a Valley
casualty. The Scott twins of Brownsville
served and have come out unscathed so
far. Hernandez too is one of the lucky
ones; he made it back. And after a
harrowing experience as a prisoner of
war, his story has become a compelling
one.
When Flores heard that Hernandez was
returning to the Valley, she called the

See PARADE page 6
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NEWS

Celebration of
children’s day
ongoing event

S T U D E N TA R TC O R N E R
You meet people
You become friend
Some betray you

Others last a lifetime

In some ways, the status of children has never been
better, but there are still important reasons for the holiday
and the awareness it inspires. The recent death of a
Harlingen infant from Shaken Baby Syndrome, plus a pair
of high-profile cases in the Upper Valley where babies
were killed by their parents, stack up in the news column.
The triple murder of a family’s children in Brownsville this
spring is also a stark reminder that the society’s most
vulnerable population is always at risk.
El Dia de los Ninos was officially April 30, but other
events to celebrate the wellness of children are due to
happen later on this week.
What is traditionally known as a Mexican celebration
has become a worldwide event especially made for
children. Children’s days are celebrated worldwide in
places like Japan and Korea on May 5, Canada on Nov. 20,
Turkey on April 23, and since 1998 in the United States,
April 30. Mexico also celebrates it April 30.
In September 1996, over 900 people gathered in San
Antonio to try to get their view across about the challenges
facing Latino kids, and 54 young Latinos requested a day
off from the community. The resolution to create a day
especially for children was eventually passed by Congress
on Sept. 16, 1998. Now more than 100 cities in the United
States celebrated the national holiday of El Dia de los
Ninos: Celebrating Young Americans.
Rebeca Barrera, president of the National Latino
Children's Institute, began organizing the event in San
Antonio, stated that what started as a celebration for
Latinos has become a unifying event for all cultures.
The Rio Grande Valley has kept pace with San Antonio,
as cities such as McAllen, Pharr, and Edinburg have
organized special events for the children of the Valley.
On April 26, the Texas Migrant Council's Head Start
Center organized a children's parade, which marched down
the streets of Pharr, and dedicated the day to helping
Latino children around the area. The day was filled with
entertainment from children's performances and food
booths to a children's carnival.
On that same day the City of McAllen, with the help of
the American Heart Association and the McAllen Chamber
of Commerce also celebrated the holiday. An event at
Archer Park varied from the common celebration because
its main purpose was to inform the parents, as well as the
children of the Valley, about the harmful effects of obesity.
Matilde Zelinger, Health Initiative director of the
American Heart Association, said many children suffer
from obesity. She added that the event was held to have
fun, but also to learn about the importance of physical
activity and health. A recent USA Today study showed that
30 percent of Americans are obese, or over 30 pounds
overweight. Two-thirds of the 290 million Americans are
overweight. In the Valley, 20 percent of the residents will
eventually suffer from diabetes.
“Well over 1,000 people attended, and it was a fun day,”
Zelinger said. “Many children suffer from high cholesterol
and obesity, but the event helped with nutrition booths, and
important information.”
On April 27 the International Museum of Arts and
Sciences also celebrated children around the Valley. Over a
dozen nonprofit organizations prepared an event that had
717 children and adults, in its festivities.
Lise Smith, development associate of the museum,
explained that their organization is devoted to education
and to serving the community.
“We are among those who support education, and serve
the public,” Smith said. “We opened up our doors to
celebrate the wellness of children. So many great

See NINOS page 4

UTPA soccer
history revisited
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

Reflection

You dump them

By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American

May 1, 2003

You cherish them
Everyone says, “college is where I met my spouse”
Every year that passes by
You think, “are you sure?”
Last year
Giving up hope.....
Mr. Right walks up to my door
You think, “they were right”
No where to run
Sweat pouring down like rain
Clocks winding the hours away
Deadlines creeping up
Mounds of work visible (breathe)
Studying actually works!
Underclassmen ask, “is it hard?”
Seniors respond, “not at all”
Advice: work hard
Never give up
Only try harder
Never let someone break your soul
And........
Never forget: if not out of fear, pride is what always
cripples one’s ability
Mean, strict professors

sports
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MONEY ISSUES

That’s where another
On this side of the U.S.-México border,
obstacle lies in the path of a
Major League Soccer and the Women’s United
future UTPA soccer program.
Soccer Association kicked off their respective
The economic aspect of
seasons a few weeks ago. MLS initiated its
supporting another team
eighth season while the women’s professional
league marked its third season. Just south of the presents a major hurdle since
the university is presently
Río Grande, México’s Primera División (First
funding 14 other sports
Division) is wrapping up its Clausura 2003
programs. Weidner estimated
season and preparing for the Liguilla (playoffs)
that a bare-bones soccer
in May.
program would cost the school
Locally, a couple of weeks ago Edinburg
$250,000 yearly.
North High School was competing for the state
“It’s not intramural soccer,
men’s soccer title. Weekly, local parks and
it’s a lot more involved,”
soccer fields are filled with men and women,
Weidner said. “It’s an
young and old, playing cascaritas or soccer
institutional decision.”
pickup matches. The Valley is truly futbol
Weidner cited that initial
country.
expenses alone would be a
However, the soccer field at The University
strain on UTPA’s athletic
of Texas-Pan American is silent except for
program. Travel expenses,
those who run around the track surrounding it.
staff, trainers, salaries,
UTPA’s soccer field has laid dormant since
scholarships, equipment
the late 1990s. After 28 years as a rather
renewal, and field maintenance
successful program, the men’s soccer program
have to be factored in the
was red-carded and ejected because of gender
equation.
equity. In other words, since the women didn’t
However, Weidner didn’t
have a soccer program, the men lost theirs. This
rule out the possibility of a
was not the women’s fault. NCAA rules and
soccer program being created
regulations, including Title IX, are the culprit
in the future.
for Pan Am not having a soccer program,
“We keep an open mind,”
men’s or women’s.
Weidner said. “If plans do
“At present, there’s no plans at this time to
develop (for another sports
add a team,” said UTPA Athletic Director
program), women’s sports
William Weidner. “If plans do develop,
would be looked at first based
women’s sports would be looked at first based
on gender equity.”
on gender equity.”
Despite the compliance and
The fact that UTPA is a hotbed for soccer
doesn’t matter in this case. There has been a lot economic issues UTPA faces in
adding another sport to the
of criticism from the local media, the
athletic program, there are
community and even from the student body
other reasons why the addition
about the absence of a university soccer team,
of a soccer program is an uphill battle at
especially in light of the vast amount of
UTPA, at other Texas institutions, and at other
available local talent.
universities around the country.
Former UTPA Sports Information Director
McKone, the current public relations officer
Jim McKone is a proponent of the university
for the Museum of South
having a soccer team.
Texas History, explains
He had steady
that there are certain
involvement with the
defense mechanisms from
Pan Am soccer program
There’s a reason
coaches in other sports
during its heyday.
soccer is the
which prejudice them
“The university
against soccer.
should have a soccer
world’s sport.
He said that American
team because Valley
football college coaches
teams (high school) are
You
have
to
be
a
tend to dislike soccer
very good at the
because of the competition
great athlete to
regional and state level
between the two due to
compared to baseball
play it.
their overlapping seasons.
and basketball,”
McKone, a sports writer
McKone said. “The
- Jim McKone, former UTPA SID
and SID for 44 years, also
future of championships
explained that soccer is
(for UTPA) would be
“looked down at” since
more likely to win in
the sport doesn’t employ all the equipment
soccer than any other sports.”
used in other sports. It also gets a bad rap
“I found it odd that the school would chop
because of the low scoring games that are the
off the most successful sport in the university
norm in soccer, as opposed to the high scoring
which also had mostly local players,” McKone
offensive outputs of American football and
added.
Title IX compliance is one of the obstacles in basketball.
“There’s a reason soccer is the world’s
the way of UTPA having both a men’s and
sport,” McKone said. “You have to be a great
women’s soccer team.
athlete to play it.”
Weidner expressed optimism that a women’s
McKone says that a soccer program at UTPA
team would be more feasible than a men’s team
would be a “potentially good spectator sport.”
in the near future because a men’s team only
“Soccer is the No. 1 sport worldwide and it’s
would be added if Title IX compliance were
the sport of the future in the United States,”
achieved and if the university could properly
fund it.

“

“Who wants them?”
Everyone warns, “stay away.....take the easier route”
Lesson learned:

“
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These professors truly care
And
Because of them
I am ready for the real
world
Leticia Rocha

To the Bronc
Bronze muscles burning in the Texas sun,
Unbound, unbridled, bearing no man’s brand,
Your coat uncombed expect by mesquite hand-You and the land you live upon are one.
Born of the Wild Horse Desert, known to run
On both sides of the river, brave and grand,
Fore feet dug, defiantly you stand,
Poised to project the liberty you’ve won.
Conquistadors, Comanches, cowmen--all
Have sought to ride your power to their fame,
Have tried to tame your spirit to their own;
You carried them, then followed freedom’s call,
And you endure, true to your wild horse name-Caballo, mustang, bronc--bold corazon.
Frederick (Ted) von Ende

See SOCCER page 14

Photos from El Bronco ’72

Top photo: Anthony Ayebae (right) uses solid soccer techniques to block an opponent from
Texas Southern University during a game in the 1984 Bronc soccer season. The Broncs
went on to win the game against TSU 3-1.
Bottom Photo: An opposing player kicks off to the Broncs to begin a game in 1971.

sports
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former UTPA head coach Dr. Layne
Jorgensen said in August 1973.
Two decades later, the United
States has indeed made great strides
in soccer. The men’s national team
has progressively improved and last
year finished among the top eight
teams in the world during last year’s
FIFA World Cup in Japan and Korea.
In 1994, the World Cup was held in
the United States for the first time.
Two years later, in 1996, MLS was
born. Since 2001, the MLS has
increased its attendance each year
from an average of 14,962 fans per
game to 16,086 fans per game
through 15 games played in the
current 10-team 2003 season.
In 2001, WUSA was born with
eight clubs, spurred by the popularity
and success of the U.S. women’s
soccer team, which won the last
World Cup, over China.
SCHOOL HISTORY
Whatever the future holds for
university soccer, the Broncs have a
rich archive of past exploits to look
back on. And it was the student
population that helped make the
memories possible with initial
support.
“At a lot of schools, the student
body steps up,” Weidner said, and
that’s exactly what happened in 1970,
as the school got its soccer team.
Prompted by students, the student
government appropriated funds to
field PAU’s first soccer team.
Although it didn’t compete in a
regular season, the Pan Am soccer
team was invited to the Sixth Annual
Texas Invitational Tournament
comprised of 11 teams and held in
December of 1970.
Pan Am reached the semifinals of
the tournament after upsetting the
University of Houston, 1-0, in
overtime, and then was eliminated by
Texas 2-0 in the semifinal match.
The first teams were composed of
Valley and international players
mainly from Latin America, reflecting
Pan Am’s multicultural student body.
Over the years, more Valley players
filled the roster, but there was always
an international flavor to the team.
Whatever their native land, the
contingent performed solidly.
“In soccer, there’s no doubt that
Pan Am can compete at a high level,”
opined a Monitor article in November
1977.
During the early years of Pan Am’s
soccer team, Turkish striker Ruhi
Goven, of German descent, set the
first goal-scoring record with 10 net
breakers in 1973.
In 1992, Bolivian Mario Ribera lit
up the soccer field and was the No. 2
NCAA Division I goal-scorer when
he notched 68 points (29 goals and 10
assists). The Santa Cruz native led
UTPA to an 11-2-0 record and a thirdplace finish in the Sun Belt
championship.
Pan Am improved over the years,
especially during the ‘80s and ‘90s,
and got into the Sun Belt Conference.
However, in the late ‘90s soccer was
being terminated by several
conference teams, and that
contributed to the demise of UTPA’s
soccer team.
“We would have been much better

if we’d had more time to develop,”
said former soccer head coach Dr.
Miguel Paredes.
Paredes was the last to coach
UTPA’s soccer team, working with
the Broncs from 1995-98. He
inherited a team in shambles and
faced limited resources to work with
in order to rebuild the team.
“Soccer is a non-existing sport in
most Texas universities,” Paredes
said.
In an effort to explain the lack of a
soccer team at Pan Am, Paredes
explained that the only Division I
universities in Texas to have them are
SMU and Texas Christian, which
would make it hard for UTPA to field
a new team due to the tremendous
distances the team would have to
travel in order to play. Expenses
would also be an issue.
Paredes explained that the option of
playing Division II teams would
result in losing the school’s Division I
status by competing against lesser
competition. In the long run, he thinks
this wouldn’t be a good option.
As in other sports, such as
basketball, the fact that Pan Am isn’t
in a conference is also a factor.
Paredes explained that in soccer, only
the conference champion goes to the
NCAA Tournament; there are no atlarge bids. As an independent, UTPA
wouldn’t be playing for a postseason
chance.
Despite the obstacles against
UTPA’s one day obtaining a soccer
team, either men’s or women’s, it’s
not an impossibility.
“We’ve come a long way (with
UTPA athletic programs),” Athletic
Director Weidner said. “Never say
never.”

Photo by Matt Lynch/The Pan American

In 1973, Trinity University
defeated Pan Am, 3-1, to edge the
Broncs and win the Southwestern
Division of the Texas Collegiate
Soccer League. Pan Am finished
with a 4-4-0 record.
The Broncs were led by Turkish
striker Ruhi Goven of German
descent. Goven scored a thenrecord 10 goals during the season.
In 1977, Pan Am compiled its
best record (4-1-1) in their short
eight-year history and barely missed
the playoffs. The Broncs achieved
the accolade with a lineup of mostly
Valley players. Pan Am’s only
defeat of the season was a 4-2 loss
to Texas A&I, who eventually won
the title with a 5-0-1 record.
In 1984, Pan Am improved upon
its record-best 4-1-1 record by
notching a 9-4-0 record. The
Broncs also won the Second
Annual PAU-Trinity soccer
tournament. Freshman Jose Salinas
led the Broncs with a new record 17
goals.
In 1992, UTPA posted an 11-2-0
record, took third-place in the Sun
Belt Conference and had the No. 2
NCAA Division I scorer in the
nation, bolivian freshman Mario
Ribera. The Santa Cruz native
scored 68 points (29 goals and 10
assists).

Broncs fall at tourney
By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
The run is over.
The University of Texas-Arlington men’s tennis
team eliminated The University of Texas-Pan
American, 4-0, in the semifinals of the Southland
Conference Tournament at the UTA Tennis Center
on Saturday. With the loss, UTPA finished the
2002-2003 season with a 13-8 record.
Along with their SLC tournament berth and
successful season, sophomores Filip Koziell and
Jeremy Salvo earned All-Conference honors, and
Todd Chapman got a big award.
“We are extremely proud and pleased to learn
of Todd Chapman's selection as the Southland
Conference Men's Tennis Coach of the Year,” said
UTPA Athletic Director William J. Weidner this
week.
Top-seeded tournament host UTA struck
quickly and grabbed the upper hand by winning
the vital doubles point. Before the Broncs could
recover it was over and the Mavericks took the
victory, 4-0.
The number one doubles team of junior Tom
Mangelschots and Koziell held 7-5 and 8-7 leads,
but UTA came back and won the match in a
tiebreaker, 9-8. Salvo and freshman Oliver Steil
lost at number two doubles, 8-4.
“We came out and played well in the doubles
and, after we lost the doubles, the momentum
went completely in the other direction, and we
never recovered,” said Chapman. “We dug too
much of a hole against a good team. They came

out after the doubles and were focused.”
Despite the loss, Chapman was happy with
what the team had done this past season.
“I’m proud of the way our guys played. We had
a great season, and accomplished things that
hadn’t been done here in a long time,” He said.
“Hopefully, next year we’ll take another step
forward. This loss doesn’t take anything away
from what we accomplished this season.”
UTPA entered the SLC Tournament ranked 73rd
in the nation, the team’s highest ranking in 12
years.
The Broncs dominated Lamar University in the
first round, 4-2, and advanced to the semifinals.
After winning the doubles point to take a 1-0
lead, the Pan Am won three of the next five
singles matches to clinch the decision. Steil from
The Netherlands and Canadian born Koziell both
won their singles matches by the same score of 60, 6-3. British Columbia native Salvo came out
victorious at number four singles by a 6-2, 1-6, 61 score and helped capture the first round for Pan
Am.
With the win over Lamar, the Broncs advanced
to the semifinals of the Southland Conference
Tournament for the second year in a row.
“I’m glad we had a first round match against a
good opponent. Filip and Oliver played very well
in singles. Jeremy and Nik each played two good
sets. They both won the first set, lost the second
and came back in the third,” said Chapman.
“We’re happy with the win. At this time of the
year, any win is a good one, because it means that
you advance.”
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Sexuality research a lively topic
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

Freshman Nik Porter follows through on a forehand during a game earlier this season.

BRONC SOCCER
HIGHLIGHTS
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UTPA psychology professor Dr. Russell
Eisenman seems to know what women
want, and men too for that matter.
As a psychologist currently working on
three different studies that attempt to
analyze college students’ sexual attitudes,
Eisenman has come across some
interesting, if not shocking, findings.
Eisenman, who has published more than
200 journal articles and seven books on
personality, plus social and clinical
psychology, defines an “important
finding” as that which “shows what
everybody thinks is not true.” A clear
example of this is a study he worked on a
few years ago which gained enough
interest to be featured in the popular
magazine Redbook.
The study looked into what female
college students thought about penis size,
whether they thought length or width was
the most important. In the end, width
occurred more frequently as an answer.
Because sexuality is a crucial part of an
individual’s life and a common topic in
people’s conversations, human sexuality
has been one of Eisenman’s interest for
more than a decade.
“People talk about [human sexuality]
but don’t often have scientific
understanding about it,” he states. “So it
makes sense to do research on it.”
According to Eisenman, he first got
interested in trying to understand human
behavior when, at the age of 16, he was
given a book by Sigmund Freud as a gift
from his mother. He states that even
though he was skeptical about some of
Freud’s ideas, reading his work “opened
[his] mind.”
Eisenman obtained his bachelor’s degree
in 1962 at Oglethorpe in Atlanta, Ga. and
a Ph.D. in clinical psychology in 1966 at
The University of Georgia.
He studied the behavior of psychopaths
for several years but later focused his
interest on trying to understand human
sexuality because he sees “immediate
practical implications” from this type of
research.
“If you understand [human sexuality]
you can actually potentially make things
better for people,” said Eisenman.
Through the years he has contributed a
great deal to the area of study. In 1982, he
was among the first researchers to prove

open for discussion.
that fantasy can affect sexual behavior. In
Eisenman found that one major basis
his study, published in the topnotch
for Hispanics college students’ sexual
Journal of Personality and Social
attitudes is permissiveness. He explains
Psychology, Eisenman showed that an
this refers to how permissive people feel
experimental group exposed to certain
about certain sexual issues, i.e. whether
sexual fantasies had significantly
premarital or oral sex should be practiced.
improved sex lives.
Next to permissiveness, the two
“They did more sex and more different
interesting factors represent what
kind of sexual things,” he reports. “It was
Eisenman refers to as “female and male
a pretty important finding since until then
people believed fantasy could only affect a privileges.” These privileges are the things
that males and females seem to want and
person’s [sexual] attitudes but not their
demand about sex for themselves.
behavior.”
“Women want a lot of freedom for
More recently, Eisenman collaborated
women and men want a lot of freedom for
with UTPA criminal justice professor
men,” he
Mark Dantzker
explained, not
in developing a
being able to
sexual attitude
contain his
scale.
laughter. “But
“We did one
that doesn’t
study where we
necessarily seem
looked at
to be an
differences [in
understanding.”
sexual attitudes]
He suggests
between males
this egoism can
and females,”
create serious
Eisenman said.
problems in
“What we found
male-female
wasn’t
relationships.
necessarily what
“It seems
I might have
people want what
expected.”
they want but
The study,
don’t give the
which has been
opposite sex the
accepted for
same privileges
publication, is
that they demand
just the start of
for themselves,”
a series of other
Eisenman said.
similar studies
DR. RUSSELL EISENMAN
Among other
which Eisenman
findings,
hopes to get
Eisenman learned most females strongly
published as well.
oppose publications such as Playboy,
Among the projects he is currently
condone premarital sex, and claim once
working on are two factor analysis studies
they are sexually aroused they have to
on mostly Hispanic college students.
have sex.
Factor analysis is a method that allows
On the other hand, most males do not
researchers to break down the results they
get from a study into statistical meaningful always think it necessary to practice safe
sex and believe men are entitled to force
parts. These studies also attempt to
their spouses to have sex with them.
analyze the subjects’ sexual attitudes.
Although he can speculate about the
“In this particular case I’m not looking
reasons like loss of control, self-pleasure,
so much at male and female differences,”
and religious or traditional teachings for
he explains. “But just looking at what are
such attitudes on behalf of the study’s
the basis of their attitudes.”
subjects, Eisenman declares himself to be
While one of the studies involves a
small sample of only 67 students, the other shocked by the latter three findings.
Because this study was only done at The
one involves a much larger one of over
200 students. Only the first study has been University of Texas-Pan American and on
a mainly Hispanic sample, Eisenman is
completed and is, therefore the only one

now interested in expanding the research
to include non-Hispanic subjects to
compare the findings. His motivation to do
so is mainly because, at this point, he
cannot really tell whether these findings
apply only to Hispanics.
“Maybe Hispanics are this way and nonHispanics aren’t or maybe just most
college students are this way,” he
explained.

but they will also gain many other valuable
skills that are necessary for success in college
and life.
“They’ll not only get college credit, but will
acquire training, study skills, time-management
and stress-management skills, test-taking skills,
career counseling, and advising on financial aid
to let them know about the financial help that is
out there,” De Yoe said.
He expects the program to strengthen the
participants as students and get them interested
in a higher education. The university’s
enrollment reached above 14,000 this semester,
with the vast majority of students coming from
the local area.
“Hopefully it will encourage students, who
are high-achieving to enter Pan Am at the least
and at the most become interested in the food
and agricultural sciences,” De Yoe explained.

All high-achieving students are encouraged to
apply, especially those who are low-income and
will be the first generation of their family to
attend college. Students must be accepted into
both the Concurrent Enrollment and ACEBS
programs to participate. Applications will be
accepted through mid-May.
Most of the program’s funding comes from a
USDA grant, although the Wornick Company
of McAllen has also donated funds to help pay
for textbooks. However additional funding is
needed according to Candi Roxas, executive
director of development at UTPA.
For more information on becoming a
sponsor, or applying for the program, contact
De Yoe at 381-3538 or e-mail at
hdeyoe@panam.edu. Or contact Felipe Salinas,
UTPA director of special programs, at 3812521.

Attitudes Toward Homosexuality
The third study Eisenman is working on
involves both Hispanic and non-Hispanic
college students and looks at their
attitudes toward homosexuality.
For this particular research, he is
collaborating with former UTPA faculty
member Charles Negy, who is now a
member of the psychology department at
The University of Central Florida.
The subjects for this study include both
UTPA and UCF students and the results so
far have been interesting. Among those
findings is an insight to some of the
causes for prejudice against
homosexuality. As Eisenman, along with
Negy, has found out, “the more religious a
person is or the more cultured a person is
to American society, the more prejudiced
they are against homosexuals.”
Because these three recent studies have
been conducted in college students mostly
majoring in either psychology or criminal
justice, Eisenman admits the results may
be biased.
“Studying undergraduate college
students is a bias by itself,” he said. “But
introductory psychology classes have
people from all departments so it’s not as
biased as it seems. It’s fairly
representative of the university.”
In addition to these limitations,
Eisenman acknowledges not only that
college students tend to be more liberal
about sex, but also that whenever issues
such as sex are the subject of a study,
researches have to rely on self-reporting
by respondents.
However, there are ways to overcome
the possible unreliability of the results: by
having large samples, anonymity, and
getting subjects from different places, such
as in the case of the study on college
students’ attitudes toward homosexuality.
“You never know for sure,” he said.
“But we’ve done things that make it likely
that people are being honest.”

Biology plan to help high-schoolers
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

The University of Texas-Pan American
Biology Department is starting the Advanced
College Experience in the Biological Sciences
program this summer.
The program will allow for 20 entering high
school juniors and seniors to take a collegelevel biology course and live on campus during
the first summer session. ACEBS, targeted at
high-achieving low-income college students,
will give students a chance to get a taste of
college life while earning college credit in a
general introductory biology course through the
UTPA Concurrent Enrollment program.
The program, which will focus mainly on the
agricultural sciences, will introduce students to
important agricultural concepts and research.

Innovative technology utilized in the food
produce-processing and packaging industries
will also be studied through on-campus
seminars and field trips to area facilities, such as
the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture office in Weslaco.
Students are also scheduled to visit an aloe farm
and a professional bee keeper.
“The goal of the program is to encourage
students, to enter a career in the agricultural and
food sciences,” said Dr. Hudson De Yoe,
biology associate professor and project director.
“We are pretty excited about the program. To
my knowledge there has never been a program
like this one on campus or in the Valley. With
how important agriculture is here, the program
seems to fit perfectly with the goals of the
community. I expect it to be a first-rate
program.”
Not only will students experience college life,
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Are you worried about
SARS reaching the Valley?

Daisy Silva
Education
Junior
Yes, because there are many Asian
people who work in the maquiladoras in
Reynosa who travel back and forth from
there to Asia.

Klimisa I. Stewart
Business
Freshman
It is an airborne virus. As far as the Valley
goes it is possible that it could reach here
since we don’t know much about the virus
or its source.

Manuel Martinez
Biology
Senior
I am worried, because you never
know when people from the Valley
will travel back and forth to Asia
because of the Asian companies at
Reynosa.

Exxon donation
marks another
big contribution
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
ExxonMobil recently made a $6,000
contribution to the University of TexasPan American through its 2002
Educational Matching Gift program.
The program, which began in 1962,
makes matching contributions on a 3-to-1
basis to colleges and universities that
employees, retirees, surviving spouses,
and directors have donated to and has
provided more than $266 million in gifts
to higher education in the United States.
This year ExxonMobil individual
donors contributed $22.4 million to more
than 900 colleges and Universities
around the country and ExxonMobil
Foundation matched that number with an
additional $16.2 million in unrestricted
grants.
From that total, $4.2 million were
donated to Texas colleges and
universities including University of
Texas at Austin, Our Lady of the Lake,
University of Houston, Southwest Texas
State University, Baylor University, and
Texas A&M University.
“We are proud that ExxonMobil
employees have remained steadfast in
their commitment to higher education by
donating nearly as much to their colleges
and universities as they did last year,
despite the difficult economic times we
are all facing, said Kenneth P. Cohen,
vice-president for public affairs of Exxon

NINOS

Risa Garcia
Psychology
Freshman
I’m not worried that much because
we haven’t had any cases of it in
the Valley. I would worry about it if
there would be a case of SARS
nearby.

Robert L. Oliver Jr
Chemistry
Senior
I wouldn’t say no because we have a
lot of people who travel to Asia and
not to mention many Asian students.
Hopefully a cure will be found before
it gets out of control.
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Mobil Corporation, and chairman of
ExxonMobil Foundation.
“We applaud and honor that
commitment at ExxonMobil with a 3-to-1
match, the largest educational matching
gift program in the country. We feel the
combined efforts of the people of Exxon
Mobil and the ExxonMobil Foundation
truly define our collective dedication to
education.”
Under the Educational Matching Gift
program, a donors can give up to $5,000
a year to an institution of higher
education that they are affiliated to,
either by being an alumni or having a
relative who attends the school. The
Foundation matches the gift on a 3-to-1
basis up to $15,000. The affiliate
requirement is waived for gifts to the
United Negro College Fund, the Hispanic
Scholarship Fund, and the American
Indian College Fund.
“The program was started to encourage
employees to give their own personal
donations to the colleges or universities
that they are affiliated to,” said Bill
Carpenter, ExxonMobil program officer.
“The success of the program
demonstrates the dedication to education
in the United States both by the company
and the employees.”
This is the second year that UTPA has
been a recipient of the Educational
Matching Gifts program. For the year
2001 ExxonMobil Foundation
contributed $3,000 to UTPA.

continued from page 2

organizations work for children,
and this is a great way to [also]
celebrate what they do.”
The final event is Friday, May 2,
a celebration with participating
students from elementary schools
around Mission, Edinburg, and
Mercedes. It is organized by the
Communities In Schools Of
Hidalgo County, Inc. (CISH),
whose target is CIS elementary
students. They plan to have at least
650 students on hand.
Corina Lopez, public relations
agent for CISH, stated that the
event, like the others associated
with the holiday, is done to help
Valley children.
“Our major goal is to celebrate
them, recognize them, and uplift
them on their day,” Lopez said.
All of those organizations who
got together to celebrate El Dia de
los Ninos: Celebrating Young
Americans said they wish to
eventually form one massive and
coordinated production where all
area children gather on their day.
“We would like to do it annually
as a big group,” Zelinger said.
“And one day make it a huge
event.”

Arianna Vazquez/The Pan American

NINO— El Dia de los Niños has been a national holiday
since 1998. Various Valley cities have planned events to
celebrate it.
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Super welterweights to tussle
On Saturday, May 3, super welterweight champion Oscar De La Hoya, 30,
will defend his world titles against former world champion Yory Boy Campas,
31, of Navojoa, México. On the undercard, WBC featherweight champion
Erik ‘El Terrible’ Morales, 26, of Tijuana, México will rumble with Bobby
Boy Velardez, 22, of San Bernardino, Calif. The fight will take place at the
Mandalay Bay Hotel in Las Vegas at 9 p.m. and will be available via HBO
pay-per-view.

World Cup rematch on tap
The United States will host Mexico in an international soccer friendly at
Reliant Stadium in Houston on May 8. The friendly is a rematch of last year’s
World Cup Round of 16 match won by the U.S., 2-0.
Head coach Bruce Arena has selected an all-MLS lineup to face the
Mexicans that includes nine players from the 2002 World Cup team. Strikers
Landon Donovan and Brian McBride will lead the U.S. attack. Both players
scored in the U.S. victory over Mexico in the World Cup.
The U.S. has won five of the last six meetings against Mexico, but the
Mexicans lead the all-time series 28-10-9, dating back to 1934.
The U.S. is currently 3-1-0 in 2003 and has had shutout wins against
Canada and Venezuela. The U.S. team is preparing to participate in this
summer’s CONCACAF Gold Cup and FIFA Confederations Cup.
Mexico has posted a 1-2-1 record (not including April 30 friendly against
Brazil) this year under new head coach Ricardo Lavolpe of Argentina.
At the moment, 45,000 tickets have been sold with nine days left until the
game. Tickets are still available and can be purchased at all Ticketmaster
outlets throughout Texas, by phone at (713) 629-3700. The match is slated to
kickoff at 7 p.m. and will be broadcast live on ESPN2, Telemundo and Radio

Unica network.

Mexican soccer rivals to meet
The Clásico Jóven, one of the biggest soccer rivalries in Mexican soccer,
will take place this Sunday between top Mexico City-based Club América
and Cruz Azul at the Azteca Stadium at 4 p.m.

Broncs participate in Drake Relays
Junior Hugo Cervantes placed 16th in the men’s 3,000-meter steeplechase at
the Drake Relays last Saturday with a time of 9:31:59. On Friday, sophomore
Rowena Hamlet finished 24th in the 400-meter hurdles with a time of 1:03:31
while fellow sophomore Deneb DeLuna didn’t record a mark since she fouled
on all three of her attempts in the shot put.
In other UTPA track news, sophomore Westly Keating and junior Amy
Moses were named Athletes of the Year at the UTPA 2003 Athletic Awards
Banquet on Tuesday.

NHL semifinals under way
The NHL playoffs continued this week with the conference semifinals. In
the East, the Ottawa Senators took a 2-1 series lead over the Philadelphia
Flyers while the New Jersey Devils did the same over the Tampa Bay
Lightning. In the West, Anaheim holds a 2-1 series lead over the Dallas
Stars despite having its six-game playoff winning streak ended Monday
night with Dallas’ 2-1 victory over the Mighty Ducks. The Vancouver
Canucks took the series lead (2-1) over the Minnesota Wild Tuesday night
with 3-2 victory.
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By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

left the Valley, which was very uncommon then, before it was a University. This gives her the
most seniority at UTPA and possibly the most
to study at an electrical school in Chicago. Her
seniority in the University of Texas System .
mother, Adela de la Garza attended Edinburg
When she started she taught freshman and
Junior College.
sophomore English. Domínguez has also taught
“At that time there were very few Mexicanat the University of Arizona summer school and
Americans and women that attended,”
at Guadalajara as a visiting professor, but has
Domínguez said. “You could probably count
always returned to UTPA. She has also been
them on the right hand.”
solicited to other institutions, such as to
Domínguez said that her parents taught her
English at a very young age along with Spanish. Stanford, but chose to stay.
“I decided to stay here to teach, inspire, and
They instilled the love of the Spanish language
help the young Hispanic people of the Valley,”
and culture in her and they emphasized that
Domínguez said. “This is where I feel I
being bilingual was important. This is
belong.”
something that she still values today.
According to her husband, Senior District
“I always say, ‘ariba con Shakespeare, pero
Judge for
ariba con
Texas, John
Cervantes
Domínguez,
tambien’
she enjoys
(long-live
helping others
Shakespeare,
and he is very
but long-live
proud of her.
Cervantes
“She’s a
too),”
great human
Domínguez
being and is
said. “I have
all heart,”
a love for
Judge
both
Domínguez
language, be
said, “She has
it English or
helped many
Spanish. I
hundreds of
very strongly
young people
believe in
to improve
both
their lives.”
cultures.”
One way
She does
she has helped
not believe in
UTPA
being
students
hyphenated
outside of the
as Mexicanclassroom is
American
by setting up
because she
SYLVIA M. DOMINGUEZ
the Sylvia M.
says that she
Domínguez
is American,
Scholarship and Loan Fund. The scholarships
but she does not at all deny her roots. It has
were awarded to students studying in
been her culture and language that has helped
Guadalajara. The loan fund is still available at
make her career so successful.
the financial aid office. She established the fund
“I feel that I have taken the best of both
in 1974 with the proceeds of her second play
worlds and combined them,” Domínguez said.
titled “Samuel la Carretilla,” which was
“I am a perfect blend of both cultures.”
performed at UTPA, the Civic Center
This is something that she has passed on to
Auditorium of McAllen, and at Western Illinois
her son and hopes that it continues in her
University. Also she has given all the profits of
decedents. Her students have also learned this
her most recent book, “Ocho Estudios
from her. José M. Hernández, 33 was her
Hispánicos Y Un Brindis,” published in 2000,
student in 1986-87 and he remembers that he
to UTPA International Programs.
always expected the students to speak
Other plays that Domínguez has written and
completely Spanish in class.
produced are “La comadre María” and “Tres
“Students thought because it was Spanish it
was going to be an easy grade, but she expected águilas de la Revolución Mexicana.” She
presents papers on novels and poetry by famous
us to learn. She was tuff but fair,” Hernández
recalled. “When a Mexican-American could not authors and Spanish Golden Age Dramas at
speak Spanish she would say ‘tienen el nopal en international conferences. She is considered a
lecturer, consultant and expert witness on
la frente y no saben español!’ (there is a cactus
Mexican-American culture.
on your forehead screaming that you are
She can be found in the biographical
Mexican and yet you cannot speak Spanish)’”
publications Dictionary to Literary Authors,
She has been teaching at UTPA since 1960,

Directory of American Scholars, American
Women, the international Who’s Who Among
Intellectuals, International Book of Honor,
Who’s Who in the South and Southwest, Who’s
Who of Women in the World, Who’s Who of
Personalities of the South, Who’s Who Among
Teachers and the 2000 edition of Contemporary
Authors.
Domínguez has received a multitude of
prestigious awards and honors, such as the
Cervantes Award for professional achievement
from Alamo-Valley Chapter of the American
Association of Teachers of Spanish and
Portuguese. However, of all her acquirements
and achievements, she wants to be most
remembered for her dedication to teaching and
inspiring her students.
She said that she has always had a love for
teaching. When she attended elementary at Our
Lady of Guadalupe the nuns would leave her
teaching the class while they stepped out. Since
then she knew that was what she wanted to do.
“I once read somewhere ‘happiness does not
consist of doing what one likes, but liking what
one does,’ and I love teaching,” Domínguez
said. “It’s more than just a career. It is a
profession.”
According to senior Clementina Flores, who
took Spanish 1303 and 1304 with Domínguez,
one can tell she likes what she does because her
classes are interesting and teach a lot . “I took
her twice because I like her way of teaching and
if you ever have a problem you can just talk to
her and she will help,” Flores said.
She also explained that you learn more than
just Spanish in her class. “Because of her, I
learned not to ever give up and to try, try, and
try again no matter what,” Flores said.
Senior nursing major, Denise Garza learned
another lesson on life from Domínguez.
According to her, Domínguez requires students
to answer questions and give examples during
class, which helps in the future.
“I learned how to write accents on words, but
more importantly I learned how to speak out, a
skill I will use the rest of my life,” Garza said.
According to Teresa García, a former student
of hers from 1969 and a current Spanish teacher
at Mission High School, Domínguez has been
teaching students to speak out for a long time.
“I used to get sort of nervous because I knew
she was going to call on me,” García
remembers. “It helped me though, because I
made sure to always prepare for class and it
taught me not to be so shy anymore.”
Domínguez has had a life full of
accomplishments and plans on continuing her
writing, but she said more importantly she plans
on teaching at UTPA for as many years as
possible.
“Teaching has been a very important part of
my life,” Domínguez said. “I am inspired by
my students. I like to know I am helping them
and am making a difference in young people’s
lives.”

obvious through the results from the 1993
survey,” Brown said. “One of the major changes
that resulted was the establishment of the
committees for gender and minorities,” said
Brown.
Other changes that were established were
support services for faculty and alterations in
tenure.
Brown, along with Wendy Aldridge, is one of
the two UTPA representatives who recommend
future system improvements to the Board of
Regents.
According to Brown, the Board of Regents
was approached two years ago with a request for
proposal in order to carry out the survey.

“The board was excited that we wanted to
administer the survey again,” she commented.
The decision to carry out the survey was
made prior to the budget cuts which hammered
the UT system and all state agencies. With the
UT system’s financial backing, the Faculty
Advisory Council contracted Digital Research
Inc. (DRI) to conduct the survey.
Originating in Kennebunk, Maine, DRI
ensured survey respondents and those associated
with the survey that all feedback would be
anonymous.
Establishing confidentiality was one of the
key issues, because the survey was not the usual
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Dominguez enjoys longest UTPA tenure
In a time when Mexican-Americans and
women were few in schools, Sylvia M.
Domínguez received the Highest English Award
at Mission High School. This was questioned
by mothers of the other students.
“How can a little Mexican girl be getting an
English Award,” they asked. The principal told
them if they doubted her merit they were free to
check the grades.
“My teachers Ms. Myers and Ms. Evans
were very nice,” Domínguez said, “They
defended me and explained that I deserved it.”
This honor was just an anticipation of many
greater ones to come. She belongs to extensive
honor societies and has studied at numerous
schools including Our Lake of the University,
BA and MA; University of Arizona, MA and
Ph.D; National University of México, honor
student. She is a full Spanish professor at UTPA
and a published writer.
Domínguez is fourth generation American.
She was raised in Mission in a time when
segregation and discrimination were the way-oflife. However, she cannot recall ever
experiencing any discrimination directly in
school.
“I was too much of a good student for the
teachers to treat me wrong,” Domínguez said
with a proud grin. “Discrimination did exist, but
I don’t remember anything directed towards me
personally. I don’t know what it was, but the
discrimination gave me more incentive to prove
them wrong.”
Even when her family moved from south
Mission, also known as the “Mexican town,” to
the north side known as the “American town,”
where Mexican-Americans were not received
kindly, Domínguez said she did not experience
any real discrimination. Her family lived in a
house behind her father’s business, Mission
Radio and Electric Company.
“The older Anglo Jewish ladies adored me,”
she said in Spanish. Then added in English,
“We were surrounded by businesses, though
and did not have many neighbors.”
After the move to the “American” side of
town, her sisters transferred from their private
Catholic school of Our Lady of Guadalupe, to
St. Paul’s because it was closer. However,
Domínguez stayed at OLG to graduate from the
eighth grade. She wanted to stay with her
friends even if it meant she had to walk 10
blocks.
Then for her first year of high school her
parents sent her to Our Lady of the Lake High
School in San Antonio. After that she returned
to Mission High School where she graduated.
“I am a product of private and public
schooling,” Domínguez said. “My parents
believed in education.”
Her parents were educated as well. Her father

Faculty survey results will improve environment
By ADRIANA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
How many times have students been told that
filling out evaluation surveys at the end of the
semester are important? Although this may be
true, the tables were turned recently.
Faculty from the University of Texas-Pan
American, in addition to faculty from the other
14 universities of the UT System, were asked to
complete the Faculty Satisfaction Survey from
Feb. 5 to March 10, 2003.
According to Mark G. Yudof, chancellor of
the UT System, information from the faculty
survey will be important as the future of the UT

System is charted.
The closed-ended questions on the
quantitative survey were based on faculty
environment.
“The work environment of the faculty must
be supported,” said Dr. Cynthia Brown, Faculty
Senate chairman of the UT Faculty Advisory
Council. “The question that has to be answered
is what can be done to change the environment
in which the faculty operates?”
Significant changes in the operation of the
academic and medical components of the UT
System resulted when the UT Faculty Advisory
Council first administered the survey in 1993.
“A huge change in focus from the system was

See SURVEY page 6
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Alton police chief, Jose Luis Vela, to
plan some type of community event,
Vela said he can’t imagine how big the
turnout will be for Saturday.
“We needed to have a parade, to
thank Edgar for serving our country
and to be thankful that he came back
[home],” Vela said. “It [parade plans]
started off real small and now its a real
big [event].”
Vela said the core of the celebration
is for Edgar and all the troops serving
America.
“He went out there and fought for us
and what this country believes in,” he
said.
The planners in Alton called Pat
Blum, an event planner, to start up a
committee and get everything
organized. Blum said the committee
consists of 35 to 40 people.
“I have key people coordinating
different aspects of the event,” Blum
said. “After the parade there will be a
formal event in the gym [at the
recreational center] at 12. The gym

seats up to 1,000 people.”
Blum added that Hernandez will give
an address and there will be speakers
outside of the gym for everyone at the
park. Businesses from around the
Valley are donating their time and food
for the event.
“The [outside] response is so big.
People want the opportunity to say
‘thank you’ to Edgar.
They want him to know that he and
the troops have support here the
Valley,” Blum said.
Since the committee is expecting a
huge Valley turnout, they are still in
need for last-minute volunteers.
“We need help with water and food
stations and maybe other duties for the
parade,”Flores said. “Any last-minute
volunteer is welcome.”
Marching in the parade will be
school organizations, representatives of
the armed forces and various
dignitaries. If you are interested in
being a last-minute volunteer call the
Alton Police Department at 581-2602.

▲

N

SURVEY

BRYAN ROAD

HWY. 107

MAYBERRY ROAD

MILE 5 NORTH

The May 3 parade to honor Spc. Edgar Hernandez
will begin traveling west on Mile 5 Road at the Bryan
Road intersection and turn south on Hwy. 107.

continued from page 5

paper and pencil, according to Brown.
Compared to the search for a No. 2 Pencil by
students to complete the evaluation survey, the
click of a mouse was the only tool needed for
faculty. This year’s survey was conducted
electronically on the web.
“E-mail was the way to go,” said Brown.
“But it was also important to establish that all
information was confidential and could not be
backtracked.”
In order to prove that all information was
anonymous, the faculty was informed by Yudof,
chancellor of the UT System, that only DRI
would have the access to the unique ID
numbers associated with each respondent.
“I hope we were able to allay those feelings,”
Brown commented.
Alleviating those fears was essential to
gaining a solid response rate to the survey.
Compared to the tense environment that may
be placed upon students when they fill out
evaluation sheets, faculty could either respond

to the survey or send it to the trash in their email account.
The initial goal by the UT System for faculty
survey response had been set at 40 percent but
DRI had concluded that a 20-to-30-percent
response rate would be acceptable.
“Overall, 37 percent of UTPA faculty
responded, which was above expectations,”
stated Brown.
Only time will tell what may come out of the
37-percent response for the UT System.
According to Brown, results for the survey
could be available as early as July. She showed
excitement for her coworkers when
contemplating possible transformations after
results are analyzed.
“The faculty has made so many strides in the
past three years because of the 1993 survey,”
Brown said. “The results will surely allow the
board to address many faculty concerns or
suggestions that could not have been voiced
without this years survey.”
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Cell-phone tech wonders
By MATT LYNCH
The Pan American
During a classroom lecture time, nothing can
be more intrusive or annoying to a college
professor than the trilling note of a cellular
phone.
But outside of classtime, cell phones have
many Americans - especially college students wondering how they ever lived without the
communication devices.
Working closely with a team of engineers,
Dr. Martin Cooper is credited with inventing the
portable cell phone in 1973 for communication
giant Motorola. Since the cell’s creation three
decades ago, manufacturers have worked
diligently to transform the bulky gray handsets
often seen 1980s movies into a portable phone
that fits comfortably inside a consumer pocket.
McAllen Sprint PCS store manager Frank Vos
credits the silver screen for a number of
advancements in cell phone technology.
“The size has changed a lot since cell phones
first came out,” he said. “A lot of these things
are based off of things on TV and in movies.
The whole clamshell design was based off Star
Trek.”
But the leaders of the cell phone industry,
including Sprint and Nextel, have been working
on more than just than just cell phone size.
According to Vos, phones that take pictures and
handsets that double as Web browsers and
Personal Digital Assistants are on tap for
consumers.
“We (Sprint) put a lot of money into our
research and development department,” Vos
said. “All of the carrieras are pretty much in
sync, but we’re considered the leaders in the
communication world.”
One of Sprint’s newest handsets, the Sanyo
5300 ($399 retail) features a built-in camera and
flash. According to Vos, the booming cameraphone market in Japan prompted American

carriers to provide the same technology to
consumers in the United States. While the $399
price tag may be on the high side for student
buyers, Vos promised the release of a similar yet
less expensive Sprint camera-phone within two
weeks.
“It may not be the best resolution, but it still
works well,” he said. “Prices are coming down
very fast, and soon everyone will be able to
send photos. Prices will continue to come down
and I wouldn’t be surprised if we started giving
picture phones away with the activation of a
new agreement.”
For students and professionals Sprint also
offers a phone with a more practical feature
than the ability to take snapshots. The
Handspring Treo 300 ($499 retail) provides
consumers with the ability to organize and store
data in addition to keeping in contact with
others. The Treo 300 also has the capability to
access the Internet.
“You can go to just about any URL you want
to go to. Type in any address you want and it
should go there if the portal has an adapted
screen for PDAs,” Voss said. “Companies are
also building IT (Information Technology)
applications specifically for cell phones. If you
download these programs to your phone, you
can do all kinds of things, like managing events
at a company while away from the office.”
While cell phones can already perform a
myriad of tasks from voice-activated dialing to
scheduling events, Vos predicts a number of
future breakthroughs from his company.
“Streaming video is the next step, and it’s
something on the radar for around 2007,” he
said. “We’re also working on ‘push to talk’ and
that will be out by the end of the year. Right
now, we’re held up by what the networks can
handle, but we’re making advancements in that
department. Five years ago, one out of four
phone calls would drop completely. Now that
figure is around two percent.”

The Pan American is looking for
hard-working, dedicated students
to fill various positions for the
Summer II and Fall semesters. To
apply, stop by COAS 187 to fill
out an application.
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French theater class presents play
Sunday’s presentation of the
play Paris Panam at the
University of Texas-Pan
American’s Student Union
Theater will represent a challenge
for Dr. Stella Behar, of the UTPA
modern language and literature
department, and her students.
As part of this term’s French
theater class, Behar and a group
of advanced French students have
produced a one-of-a-kind theater
play that includes songs, dances,
poems and some classic literature
pieces. The show will be
presented at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
This is the first time this course
has been offered. According to
Behar, the class was designed to
teach theater technique and
practice language skills.
“Acting and learning how to
overcome your shyness is very

important when you learn a
foreign language.”
Although this is the first time a
class completely devoted to this
technique is offered at UTPA,
Behar has been developing such
technique in her other classes by
asking beginning and
intermediate French students to
recite poems and sing songs.
Besides including classic
literature and theater techniques,
Behar also asked her students to
contribute to the final product
with some improvisations.
“Some of the students’
improvisations were included in
the adaptation allowing this to
become a common work, a
common property” she said. “I’m
just put all the pieces together.”
All these elements form one
single story, a musical comedy
that can be enjoyed by people of
all ages. The title of the play
itself, Behar explains, is an inside

joke that refers to UTPA and
Paris at the same time. Just as
most big cities, such as New York
and its famous nickname, the Big
Apple, Panam has been used as a
nickname for Paris since the 19th
century.
Despite the fact that most of
the play is performed in French,
Behar believes this will not keep
the local audience from enjoying
the show.
“I don’t worry [about the
language barrier] because I’m
convinced that it’s entertaining
enough,” she said. “Here we have
an understanding of how the
language is alive. It is alive
because people speak it, people
express it.”
Moreover, she adds Valley
residents should take advantage
of the opportunity to experience a
different type of show.
“People in the Valley should be
intrigued to expose themselves to

“

People in the Valley should be
intrigued to expose themselves to this
kind of experience. There are moments
in the play when we can reach out to
the people who don’t know the
language through the acting.

“

By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

- Dr. Stella Behar, Department of Modern Languages and Literature

this kind of experience,” said
Behar. “There are moments in the
play when we can reach out to
the people who don’t know the
language, through the acting.”
Because this has been a unique
experience, Behar hopes she is
able to offer this course in the
future on a regular basis.

However, she admits there are
some constraints in trying to do
so. One is time, the other one
involves students’ interest.
“I had great students,” she said.
“Enough students that were
advanced in French and with
enough enthusiasm to work in
this project.”

EP proves band’s lasting appeal GRAD
By KEIL SHULTS
The Pan American
The Flaming Lips are one of the
most creative, intriguing bands in
rock history, and after being
together for 20 years, they continue
to surprise and amaze their fans.
Their latest release is the Fight
Test EP, featuring the single “Fight
Test” from last year’s critically
acclaimed full-length album,
Yoshimi Battles the Pink Robots.
Yoshimi is richly textured concept
album, and while it provides more
than its fair share of sonic bliss, I
must admit to being somewhat
disappointed by it.
In the present quagmire of
modern rock, it’s certainly one of
the more impressive releases
floating around, but I felt it was
their weakest album since 1989’s
Telepathic Surgery.
Nevertheless, many publications
hailed it as yet another masterpiece,
and now the band has offered up
this rather silly EP for critics to
analyze.
Seven tracks for an incredibly
low price is hard to beat, especially
when the disc is packed with such
oddities as this one.
The single starts things off,
essentially telling us that there
comes a time in our life when we
have to stand up and fight…for
ourselves, for a cause, for
something.
At this point serious critics can
put their pens down, because track
2 is a dreamy cover of Kylie
Minogue’s “Can’t Get You Out of
My Head.” No, this is not a joke.
Or is it?
It’s always hard to tell with the
Lips, but even though this may
seem a silly cover, chances are that
the band, namely lead singer and
mastermind Wayne Coyne, has a
soft spot for Minogue’s radio
smash.

The covers parade continues with
a rather faithful take on Beck’s
“The Golden Age.”
I haven’t been able to get to
many concerts since moving back
to the Valley, but last semester I
made certain to travel to Austin
when The Flaming Lips toured with
Beck.
The band was not only the warmup act, but they stayed on as Beck’s
backing band during his set.
The Lips’ set was far too short,
and Beck’s was a bit too
melancholy, but it was an exciting
evening nonetheless.
The fourth track is a cover of
Radiohead’s “Knives Out,” from
their last album, Amnesiac. I could
have done without this one, but it’s
not horrible.
I realize the Lips are simply
paying tribute to Radiohead, but
they probably could have done
something more unique, or at least
picked a better song to revamp.
Finally, we get a remix of one of
their own songs, the rather beautiful
“Do You Realize,” and two original,
unreleased tracks: “The Strange
Design of Conscience” and the
hilariously-titled “Thank You Jack
White (For the Fiber-Optic Jesus
That You Gave Me).”
This last song is a comical, yet
touching tribute to Jack White of
the increasingly popular White
Stripes.
Bottom line? If you’re a fan,
you are definitely going to want
this.
It’s not great, but it’s fun enough.
For those just discovering the
band, you owe it to yourself and the
band to start with something earlier
in their career.
If you want more guitar-oriented,
noisy rock, you can’t go wrong with
their early-90s output, which
includes: In a Priest-Driven
Ambulance, Hit to Death in the
Future Head, Transmissions from

the Satellite Heart, and Clouds Taste
Metallic.
Transmissions is probably the
best place to start, and from there
you can work your way backwards
if you want something more rowdy,
or forward if you want something
more experimental and conceptual.
It was in the mid 90s, following
the release of Clouds that the band
underwent some major changes.
The guitarist left on a spiritual
journey, Coyne’s father died of
cancer, drummer Steven Drozd’s
hand was bitten by a poisonous
spider and nearly amputated, and
bassist Michael Ivins was nearly
killed when the wheel of another
car rolled in front of him, causing
him to crash into a telephone pole,
where he barely avoided
impalement.
These events would provide the
genesis for 1999’s The Soft
Bulletin, which many consider their
masterpiece.
But first, Coyne still had several
tricks up his sleeve.
Even the most die-hard fans were
debating their idol’s sanity as he
began holding bizarre “Parking Lot
Experiments,” in which he had a
large number of cars parked in a
circle, each containing cassettes
with various noises and musical
compositions.
Coyne would “conduct” the

audience, telling certain sections
when to push Play and when to
press Stop.
This was an early attempt to
create a huge “orchestra,” with the
fans actually partaking in the
creation of the music.
This particular train of thought
found its eventual station in the
form of a 4-disc album entitled
Zaireeka. Zaireeka was essentially
an album consisting of 4 discs, each
with different music, which are all
meant to be played simultaneously
on 4 stereos, one on each side of
your room.
The idea was that people could
have listening parties, bring over
some beer and stereos and
experience the album.
While you can listen to any
number of the discs at once, the
album does not achieve its full
effect unless you play them all
together.
I’ve been lucky enough to have
one true Zaireeka experience, and
the results were nothing short of
mind-blowing. The Soft Bulletin
and Yoshimi found the Lips in a
calmer, more reflective state, the
former being sort of a Dark Side of
the Moon for this generation.
While The Soft Bulletin proved an
instant classic, Yoshimi seemed a
pale retread of certain themes and
ideas, and featuring less interesting
music, to boot.
Hopefully, their next album will
find them taking a new direction.
If the Fight Test EP isn’t enough
for you Lips fans, fear not.
By year’s end, DVD shelves
should be home to Christmas on
Mars, a full-length film written,
directed by, and starring the band.
While I’m sure it will be a rather
low-budget affair, the band is
reportedly providing the soundtrack,
and since it’s straight from the mind
of Wayne Coyne, I’m positive it
will be a unique experience.

continued from page 7

Adrian’s mother.
“I didn’t see him perform until he
did the ‘Grease’ play when he was in
high school. He surprised the whole
family.”
“We lost our dad when Adrian was
very young, but he always said that
Adrian was going to be someone big.
He worries me sometimes, I want him
to settle down and he says ‘not yet
mom, I want
to pursue
this.’”
Ramirez is
the first from
his family to
do
entertainment.
He says that if
he becomes
successful, he
will donate to
people less
RAMIREZ
fortunate in the
Valley.
“There is not much opportunity
down there in the Valley,” he said.
Ramirez has many friends at UTPA
who miss him and are happy about
his accomplishments.
“I called him a renaissance student
because he is so multitalented, he is
strong in everything he does,” said
communication professor Dora
Saavedra. “When he was a student at
UTPA, the Ad Club, the Theatre
department and communication
studies all sought to benefit from his
talents.
“The department misses him. I am
happy that he is keeping in touch and
we are all proud of him,” said
Saavedra.
Though he worked hard for what
he has accomplished, Ramirez has
not forgotten the people who
contributed to his success.
“I want to give special thanks to all
the communications staff,” said
Ramirez. “I couldn’t have done it
without the support of the
communication professors and
students.”
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,The University Gallery hosts “Wanted,” a Bachelor
of Fine Arts senior exhibition, through Friday. The
exhibit features the work of students Alejandra Cerda,
Ana Garcia, Tesalonica Garcia, Eunice Hernandez,
Adrian Lares, Ramiro Lozano and Omar Valdez.

Around
Town
Gallery exhibit
May 1-2
Place: Clark Gallery in the
Fine Arts Complex
Event: Artists Kirk Clark and
Anne Clark-Lawson present
a father-daughter art
exhibition titled “Traditions.”
Art exhibition
May 1-12
Place: CAS 1.40/42
Event: The UTPA Graphic
Design Program and the
Department of
Communication have
teamed up to co-sponsor
“Faces at Fred’s,” a digital
art exhibition hosted by Dr.
Rodolfo Rocha, dean of the
College of Arts and
Humanities. The exhibition
features graphics imagery,
web page design and 2D
animation, all by UTPA
graphic design students.
La Villa Real events
May 2-22
Place: La Villa Real Special
Events Center, 1201 S.
Bentsen Road, McAllen
Event: May 2 - Julio
Iglesias, $80-155 reserved,
$55 general admission; May
14 - Evanescence, The
Juliana Theory, 12 Stones,
Reach 454, $20 general
admission; May 22 - Juanes,
$35 general admission.
Phone: (956) 687-7121
Book Signing
May 17 at 6 p.m.
Place: Barnes and Noble in
McAllen
Event: Leticia Garza-Falcon,
an associate professor of
English and ethnic studies at
the University of Colorado at
Denver, will autograph and
read excerpts from her book
“Gente Decente: A
Borderlands Response to
the Rhetoric of Dominance.”
Book Signing
June 12 at 7 p.m.
Place: Student Union
Theater
Event: Sponsored by the
English Department and the
Creative Writing Institute,
author Denise Chavez will
read excerpts from and sign
her book “Loving Pedro
Infante.”

(Left) - “What Do You Do When the Whole World Turns Its Back on You?” oil
on canvas by Adrian Lares.
(Above) - “Courageous Encounter” oil on canvas by Eunice Ixiomara
Hernandez.
Matt Lynch/The Pan American

UTPA graduate sees a big future
By DORA OLIVARES
The Pan American
It is not often that a
former student of the
University of Texas-Pan
American makes it in the
entertainment business.
Adrian Ramirez, 22,
graduated from UTPA in
December 2002 with a
bachelor’s degree in speech
communication. Now, he is
pursuing a career in acting
in Austin.
Ramirez is currently
acting in the movie “The
Alamo,” which will be in
theaters at the end of this
year. He plays the part of
first sergeant in General
Antonio Lopez de Santa
Anna’s army. Santa Anna
was ruler of Mexico and
commanding general of the
Mexican army during the
Texas war for independence
in 1836. In the movie,
Ramirez acts alongside
Billy Bob Thornton, Dennis
Quaid and Jason Patric.
Ramirez was born in
Santa Rosa, Texas and he

performed in several school
plays, where he received
most of his acting
experience.
“I always knew I wanted
to be an actor," he said.
“When I was in the thirdgrade, I was in a Halloween
play that had three
pumpkins. I was one of the
pumpkins.”
As a senior at Santa Rosa
High School, Ramirez
played Scrooge in “A
Christmas Carol.” Two
summers ago, he played
Danny, the character made
famous by John Travolta, in
“Grease” at the Harlingen
Performing Arts Theatre. In
November 2002, he was in
the play the “Fantasticks” at
South Texas Community
College.
In December 2002,
Ramirez had a speaking part
in an independent film
called “Atanasia” with
Vamos Productions. Roberto
M. Villarreal and his
daughter Alicia VillarrealWallach wrote “Atanasia.”
The film is based on a true

story about a
woman crossing
from Mexico to
South Texas in
the 19th century
in search of a
better life. In
the film,
Ramirez worked
with musicians
Flaco Jimenez
and Johnny
Rodriguez.
Ramirez has set
his mind to do
what his heart
has always told him to do.
“I’ve always liked to
make people laugh. As of
now I really want to go into
the entertainment business.
I want to be successful and
happy.”
Two months ago, he did a
Miller Brewing Company
Industrial commercial that
will be shown in Las Vegas.
Last month, he auditioned
for a Brooks and Dunn
country music video.
Ramirez says that he
enjoys acting but that it is
hard work.

“

People think that acting is all fun
and games. They are wrong.
You have to sacrifice a lot . . .
You have to have a lot of
patience.

“
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- Adrian Ramirez, UTPA graduate

“People think that acting
is all fun and games. They
are wrong. You have to
sacrifice a lot," he said.
“There are times when we
are in the holding room
from 3 p.m. to 4 a.m. and
they only use you for 15
minutes. You have to have a
lot of patience.”
“It is all worth it,” he
said. “It is self-fulfilling
when you know you’re
making people laugh with
all the hard work you put
into it.”
Ramirez has been living
in Austin since January

2003. Besides acting, he
also has a full-time job that
keeps him busy.
“I am happy with what I
am doing right now, but I
miss my family down in the
Valley,” he said.
Ramirez’s family still
lives in Santa Rosa and
when asked who his role
model was, he said, “my
parents.”
“I am very proud of
Adrian, both his dad and I
support him all the way,”
said Raquel Ramirez,

See GRAD page 10

(Above) - Persephone
(Eva Quintero) sits
beside Hades, the God
of the Underworld (Cesar
Salazar Jr.) in “Orpheus
and Eurydice.’
(Right) - Ceyx (Daniel
Omar Vela) seeks help
from above in “Alcyone
and Ceyx.”
(Below) - Alcyone (Ruby
Guerra) waits for her
beloved Ceyx to return in
“Alcyone and Ceyx.”

Photos by
Daniel Aguilar
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By ASHLEY BROOKS
The Pan American

To experience a
metamorphosis means to
undergo change, and in its 75
years, the University of
Texas-Pan American has
experienced many.
To celebrate the
university’s 75th Anniversary,
the theater department
commissioned playwright
Milcha Sanchez Scott to write
a new play based on life in
South Texas and UTPA in
particular.
But that, too, changed.
Due to various
circumstances, Scott’s play
was never completed. Instead,
play director and
psychology/anthropology
chair Dr. Etzel Cardena, with
help from artistic director Dr.
Marian Monta, came up with
a “plan B.”
TRAGEDY AVERTED
According to Monta, a
communication professor, as
the Jan. 31 deadline for
Scott’s play drew closer,
Cardena, set designer Tom
Grabowski, costume designer
Kate Ellis, and she herself,
started thinking of a
replacement production,
when Cardena suggested
Mary Zimmerman’s
“Metamorphoses,” based on
the writings of Ovid.
“This particular production
[Metamorphoses], I had seen
it on Broadway and liked it.
So when [Cardena] suggested
it I thought it was great, but

it was still showing on
Broadway,” Monta said.
It was almost too much to
hope that a college could
secure the rights to the Tony
Award-winning production
that was still running strong
on Broadway.
But by using the powers of
networking, Monta contacted
a close friend at the New
York company that held the
rights to Zimmerman’s play,
and with a little luck, the
rights were secured. UTPA
would become the first home
of “Metamorphoses”
following its stint on
Broadway.
“Sure enough we got the
rights to it, so it was just a
lucky set of coincidences. It
was actually still running on
Broadway when we got the
rights to it,” Monta said. “It’s
very rare to get the rights to a
production that is still on
Broadway, so we were very
lucky.”
‘THINK and FEEL’
Ovid’s “Metamorphoses”
revolves around Greek

“
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mythology and lessons
learned too late, lessons that
humans continually struggle
with.
“I think the most important
thing is the emotions, the
relationships, emotions that
Ovid wrote about; that ever
since humans have been
humans they have had to deal
with,” Cardena said.
While Cardena believes
“Metamorphoses” is a
beautiful play, he notes that
the play is more than just
entertainment.
“It is a serious play,”
Cardena said. “It has some
comic elements, but it is a
serious play with various
complications.
“It is a play that will make
you think and feel.”
While “Metamorphoses”
follows nine story lines,
many pointing out flaws in
human nature, the underlying
theme of love is the reason
human nature is flawed.
“The play is all about love,
and how love transforms you;
it literally metamorphosizes
you, and it can be for good or
for evil,” Monta said.

I think the most important thing is
the emotions, the relationships,
emotions that Ovid wrote about;
that ever since humans have been
humans they have had to deal with.

“
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- Dr. Etzel Cardeña, play director

In the story of Narcissus, a
man falls so in love with his
own reflection in a pond that
he is transformed into a
flower, forcing him to stay in
a single spot for eternity.
For King Midas, his love
and lust for gold took away
everything else he cared for
in life, including his own
daughter.
UNIVERSAL APPEAL
While Scott’s play would
have focused directly on the
Valley and student life at
UTPA, Cardena believes
“Metamorphoses” holds its
own relevance to the Valley.
“We are exchanging
something that was topical
and local that may have had
some relevance, for
something that has relevance
because it is universal and it
is profoundly human,”
Cardena said.
“A way of being relevant is
when you have a play that is
of just such depth and such
beauty that it is universal.
That whatever it conveys it
will convey to a person here
or a person in Beijing or a
person wherever, and I think
that’s what ‘Metamorphoses’
does.”
“Metamorphoses” runs in
the Jeffers Theater (in the
Communication Building)
through Saturday at 8 p.m.
with a Sunday matinee at 2
p.m. Tickets are $5 for
general admission, and $10
for reserved.
For information, contact
the Box Office at 381-3581.
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Rick Rosales and Anaelba
Martinez represent a tree in
the opening preamble.

(Above) - Persephone
(Eva Quintero) sits
beside Hades, the God
of the Underworld (Cesar
Salazar Jr.) in “Orpheus
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(Right) - Ceyx (Daniel
Omar Vela) seeks help
from above in “Alcyone
and Ceyx.”
(Below) - Alcyone (Ruby
Guerra) waits for her
beloved Ceyx to return in
“Alcyone and Ceyx.”
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[Metamorphoses], I had seen
it on Broadway and liked it.
So when [Cardena] suggested
it I thought it was great, but

it was still showing on
Broadway,” Monta said.
It was almost too much to
hope that a college could
secure the rights to the Tony
Award-winning production
that was still running strong
on Broadway.
But by using the powers of
networking, Monta contacted
a close friend at the New
York company that held the
rights to Zimmerman’s play,
and with a little luck, the
rights were secured. UTPA
would become the first home
of “Metamorphoses”
following its stint on
Broadway.
“Sure enough we got the
rights to it, so it was just a
lucky set of coincidences. It
was actually still running on
Broadway when we got the
rights to it,” Monta said. “It’s
very rare to get the rights to a
production that is still on
Broadway, so we were very
lucky.”
‘THINK and FEEL’
Ovid’s “Metamorphoses”
revolves around Greek

“
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mythology and lessons
learned too late, lessons that
humans continually struggle
with.
“I think the most important
thing is the emotions, the
relationships, emotions that
Ovid wrote about; that ever
since humans have been
humans they have had to deal
with,” Cardena said.
While Cardena believes
“Metamorphoses” is a
beautiful play, he notes that
the play is more than just
entertainment.
“It is a serious play,”
Cardena said. “It has some
comic elements, but it is a
serious play with various
complications.
“It is a play that will make
you think and feel.”
While “Metamorphoses”
follows nine story lines,
many pointing out flaws in
human nature, the underlying
theme of love is the reason
human nature is flawed.
“The play is all about love,
and how love transforms you;
it literally metamorphosizes
you, and it can be for good or
for evil,” Monta said.

I think the most important thing is
the emotions, the relationships,
emotions that Ovid wrote about;
that ever since humans have been
humans they have had to deal with.

“
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- Dr. Etzel Cardeña, play director

In the story of Narcissus, a
man falls so in love with his
own reflection in a pond that
he is transformed into a
flower, forcing him to stay in
a single spot for eternity.
For King Midas, his love
and lust for gold took away
everything else he cared for
in life, including his own
daughter.
UNIVERSAL APPEAL
While Scott’s play would
have focused directly on the
Valley and student life at
UTPA, Cardena believes
“Metamorphoses” holds its
own relevance to the Valley.
“We are exchanging
something that was topical
and local that may have had
some relevance, for
something that has relevance
because it is universal and it
is profoundly human,”
Cardena said.
“A way of being relevant is
when you have a play that is
of just such depth and such
beauty that it is universal.
That whatever it conveys it
will convey to a person here
or a person in Beijing or a
person wherever, and I think
that’s what ‘Metamorphoses’
does.”
“Metamorphoses” runs in
the Jeffers Theater (in the
Communication Building)
through Saturday at 8 p.m.
with a Sunday matinee at 2
p.m. Tickets are $5 for
general admission, and $10
for reserved.
For information, contact
the Box Office at 381-3581.
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Rick Rosales and Anaelba
Martinez represent a tree in
the opening preamble.
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French theater class presents play
Sunday’s presentation of the
play Paris Panam at the
University of Texas-Pan
American’s Student Union
Theater will represent a challenge
for Dr. Stella Behar, of the UTPA
modern language and literature
department, and her students.
As part of this term’s French
theater class, Behar and a group
of advanced French students have
produced a one-of-a-kind theater
play that includes songs, dances,
poems and some classic literature
pieces. The show will be
presented at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
This is the first time this course
has been offered. According to
Behar, the class was designed to
teach theater technique and
practice language skills.
“Acting and learning how to
overcome your shyness is very

important when you learn a
foreign language.”
Although this is the first time a
class completely devoted to this
technique is offered at UTPA,
Behar has been developing such
technique in her other classes by
asking beginning and
intermediate French students to
recite poems and sing songs.
Besides including classic
literature and theater techniques,
Behar also asked her students to
contribute to the final product
with some improvisations.
“Some of the students’
improvisations were included in
the adaptation allowing this to
become a common work, a
common property” she said. “I’m
just put all the pieces together.”
All these elements form one
single story, a musical comedy
that can be enjoyed by people of
all ages. The title of the play
itself, Behar explains, is an inside

joke that refers to UTPA and
Paris at the same time. Just as
most big cities, such as New York
and its famous nickname, the Big
Apple, Panam has been used as a
nickname for Paris since the 19th
century.
Despite the fact that most of
the play is performed in French,
Behar believes this will not keep
the local audience from enjoying
the show.
“I don’t worry [about the
language barrier] because I’m
convinced that it’s entertaining
enough,” she said. “Here we have
an understanding of how the
language is alive. It is alive
because people speak it, people
express it.”
Moreover, she adds Valley
residents should take advantage
of the opportunity to experience a
different type of show.
“People in the Valley should be
intrigued to expose themselves to

“

People in the Valley should be
intrigued to expose themselves to this
kind of experience. There are moments
in the play when we can reach out to
the people who don’t know the
language through the acting.

“

By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

- Dr. Stella Behar, Department of Modern Languages and Literature

this kind of experience,” said
Behar. “There are moments in the
play when we can reach out to
the people who don’t know the
language, through the acting.”
Because this has been a unique
experience, Behar hopes she is
able to offer this course in the
future on a regular basis.

However, she admits there are
some constraints in trying to do
so. One is time, the other one
involves students’ interest.
“I had great students,” she said.
“Enough students that were
advanced in French and with
enough enthusiasm to work in
this project.”

EP proves band’s lasting appeal GRAD
By KEIL SHULTS
The Pan American
The Flaming Lips are one of the
most creative, intriguing bands in
rock history, and after being
together for 20 years, they continue
to surprise and amaze their fans.
Their latest release is the Fight
Test EP, featuring the single “Fight
Test” from last year’s critically
acclaimed full-length album,
Yoshimi Battles the Pink Robots.
Yoshimi is richly textured concept
album, and while it provides more
than its fair share of sonic bliss, I
must admit to being somewhat
disappointed by it.
In the present quagmire of
modern rock, it’s certainly one of
the more impressive releases
floating around, but I felt it was
their weakest album since 1989’s
Telepathic Surgery.
Nevertheless, many publications
hailed it as yet another masterpiece,
and now the band has offered up
this rather silly EP for critics to
analyze.
Seven tracks for an incredibly
low price is hard to beat, especially
when the disc is packed with such
oddities as this one.
The single starts things off,
essentially telling us that there
comes a time in our life when we
have to stand up and fight…for
ourselves, for a cause, for
something.
At this point serious critics can
put their pens down, because track
2 is a dreamy cover of Kylie
Minogue’s “Can’t Get You Out of
My Head.” No, this is not a joke.
Or is it?
It’s always hard to tell with the
Lips, but even though this may
seem a silly cover, chances are that
the band, namely lead singer and
mastermind Wayne Coyne, has a
soft spot for Minogue’s radio
smash.

The covers parade continues with
a rather faithful take on Beck’s
“The Golden Age.”
I haven’t been able to get to
many concerts since moving back
to the Valley, but last semester I
made certain to travel to Austin
when The Flaming Lips toured with
Beck.
The band was not only the warmup act, but they stayed on as Beck’s
backing band during his set.
The Lips’ set was far too short,
and Beck’s was a bit too
melancholy, but it was an exciting
evening nonetheless.
The fourth track is a cover of
Radiohead’s “Knives Out,” from
their last album, Amnesiac. I could
have done without this one, but it’s
not horrible.
I realize the Lips are simply
paying tribute to Radiohead, but
they probably could have done
something more unique, or at least
picked a better song to revamp.
Finally, we get a remix of one of
their own songs, the rather beautiful
“Do You Realize,” and two original,
unreleased tracks: “The Strange
Design of Conscience” and the
hilariously-titled “Thank You Jack
White (For the Fiber-Optic Jesus
That You Gave Me).”
This last song is a comical, yet
touching tribute to Jack White of
the increasingly popular White
Stripes.
Bottom line? If you’re a fan,
you are definitely going to want
this.
It’s not great, but it’s fun enough.
For those just discovering the
band, you owe it to yourself and the
band to start with something earlier
in their career.
If you want more guitar-oriented,
noisy rock, you can’t go wrong with
their early-90s output, which
includes: In a Priest-Driven
Ambulance, Hit to Death in the
Future Head, Transmissions from

the Satellite Heart, and Clouds Taste
Metallic.
Transmissions is probably the
best place to start, and from there
you can work your way backwards
if you want something more rowdy,
or forward if you want something
more experimental and conceptual.
It was in the mid 90s, following
the release of Clouds that the band
underwent some major changes.
The guitarist left on a spiritual
journey, Coyne’s father died of
cancer, drummer Steven Drozd’s
hand was bitten by a poisonous
spider and nearly amputated, and
bassist Michael Ivins was nearly
killed when the wheel of another
car rolled in front of him, causing
him to crash into a telephone pole,
where he barely avoided
impalement.
These events would provide the
genesis for 1999’s The Soft
Bulletin, which many consider their
masterpiece.
But first, Coyne still had several
tricks up his sleeve.
Even the most die-hard fans were
debating their idol’s sanity as he
began holding bizarre “Parking Lot
Experiments,” in which he had a
large number of cars parked in a
circle, each containing cassettes
with various noises and musical
compositions.
Coyne would “conduct” the

audience, telling certain sections
when to push Play and when to
press Stop.
This was an early attempt to
create a huge “orchestra,” with the
fans actually partaking in the
creation of the music.
This particular train of thought
found its eventual station in the
form of a 4-disc album entitled
Zaireeka. Zaireeka was essentially
an album consisting of 4 discs, each
with different music, which are all
meant to be played simultaneously
on 4 stereos, one on each side of
your room.
The idea was that people could
have listening parties, bring over
some beer and stereos and
experience the album.
While you can listen to any
number of the discs at once, the
album does not achieve its full
effect unless you play them all
together.
I’ve been lucky enough to have
one true Zaireeka experience, and
the results were nothing short of
mind-blowing. The Soft Bulletin
and Yoshimi found the Lips in a
calmer, more reflective state, the
former being sort of a Dark Side of
the Moon for this generation.
While The Soft Bulletin proved an
instant classic, Yoshimi seemed a
pale retread of certain themes and
ideas, and featuring less interesting
music, to boot.
Hopefully, their next album will
find them taking a new direction.
If the Fight Test EP isn’t enough
for you Lips fans, fear not.
By year’s end, DVD shelves
should be home to Christmas on
Mars, a full-length film written,
directed by, and starring the band.
While I’m sure it will be a rather
low-budget affair, the band is
reportedly providing the soundtrack,
and since it’s straight from the mind
of Wayne Coyne, I’m positive it
will be a unique experience.

continued from page 7

Adrian’s mother.
“I didn’t see him perform until he
did the ‘Grease’ play when he was in
high school. He surprised the whole
family.”
“We lost our dad when Adrian was
very young, but he always said that
Adrian was going to be someone big.
He worries me sometimes, I want him
to settle down and he says ‘not yet
mom, I want
to pursue
this.’”
Ramirez is
the first from
his family to
do
entertainment.
He says that if
he becomes
successful, he
will donate to
people less
RAMIREZ
fortunate in the
Valley.
“There is not much opportunity
down there in the Valley,” he said.
Ramirez has many friends at UTPA
who miss him and are happy about
his accomplishments.
“I called him a renaissance student
because he is so multitalented, he is
strong in everything he does,” said
communication professor Dora
Saavedra. “When he was a student at
UTPA, the Ad Club, the Theatre
department and communication
studies all sought to benefit from his
talents.
“The department misses him. I am
happy that he is keeping in touch and
we are all proud of him,” said
Saavedra.
Though he worked hard for what
he has accomplished, Ramirez has
not forgotten the people who
contributed to his success.
“I want to give special thanks to all
the communications staff,” said
Ramirez. “I couldn’t have done it
without the support of the
communication professors and
students.”
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,The University Gallery hosts “Wanted,” a Bachelor
of Fine Arts senior exhibition, through Friday. The
exhibit features the work of students Alejandra Cerda,
Ana Garcia, Tesalonica Garcia, Eunice Hernandez,
Adrian Lares, Ramiro Lozano and Omar Valdez.

Around
Town
Gallery exhibit
May 1-2
Place: Clark Gallery in the
Fine Arts Complex
Event: Artists Kirk Clark and
Anne Clark-Lawson present
a father-daughter art
exhibition titled “Traditions.”
Art exhibition
May 1-12
Place: CAS 1.40/42
Event: The UTPA Graphic
Design Program and the
Department of
Communication have
teamed up to co-sponsor
“Faces at Fred’s,” a digital
art exhibition hosted by Dr.
Rodolfo Rocha, dean of the
College of Arts and
Humanities. The exhibition
features graphics imagery,
web page design and 2D
animation, all by UTPA
graphic design students.
La Villa Real events
May 2-22
Place: La Villa Real Special
Events Center, 1201 S.
Bentsen Road, McAllen
Event: May 2 - Julio
Iglesias, $80-155 reserved,
$55 general admission; May
14 - Evanescence, The
Juliana Theory, 12 Stones,
Reach 454, $20 general
admission; May 22 - Juanes,
$35 general admission.
Phone: (956) 687-7121
Book Signing
May 17 at 6 p.m.
Place: Barnes and Noble in
McAllen
Event: Leticia Garza-Falcon,
an associate professor of
English and ethnic studies at
the University of Colorado at
Denver, will autograph and
read excerpts from her book
“Gente Decente: A
Borderlands Response to
the Rhetoric of Dominance.”
Book Signing
June 12 at 7 p.m.
Place: Student Union
Theater
Event: Sponsored by the
English Department and the
Creative Writing Institute,
author Denise Chavez will
read excerpts from and sign
her book “Loving Pedro
Infante.”

(Left) - “What Do You Do When the Whole World Turns Its Back on You?” oil
on canvas by Adrian Lares.
(Above) - “Courageous Encounter” oil on canvas by Eunice Ixiomara
Hernandez.
Matt Lynch/The Pan American

UTPA graduate sees a big future
By DORA OLIVARES
The Pan American
It is not often that a
former student of the
University of Texas-Pan
American makes it in the
entertainment business.
Adrian Ramirez, 22,
graduated from UTPA in
December 2002 with a
bachelor’s degree in speech
communication. Now, he is
pursuing a career in acting
in Austin.
Ramirez is currently
acting in the movie “The
Alamo,” which will be in
theaters at the end of this
year. He plays the part of
first sergeant in General
Antonio Lopez de Santa
Anna’s army. Santa Anna
was ruler of Mexico and
commanding general of the
Mexican army during the
Texas war for independence
in 1836. In the movie,
Ramirez acts alongside
Billy Bob Thornton, Dennis
Quaid and Jason Patric.
Ramirez was born in
Santa Rosa, Texas and he

performed in several school
plays, where he received
most of his acting
experience.
“I always knew I wanted
to be an actor," he said.
“When I was in the thirdgrade, I was in a Halloween
play that had three
pumpkins. I was one of the
pumpkins.”
As a senior at Santa Rosa
High School, Ramirez
played Scrooge in “A
Christmas Carol.” Two
summers ago, he played
Danny, the character made
famous by John Travolta, in
“Grease” at the Harlingen
Performing Arts Theatre. In
November 2002, he was in
the play the “Fantasticks” at
South Texas Community
College.
In December 2002,
Ramirez had a speaking part
in an independent film
called “Atanasia” with
Vamos Productions. Roberto
M. Villarreal and his
daughter Alicia VillarrealWallach wrote “Atanasia.”
The film is based on a true

story about a
woman crossing
from Mexico to
South Texas in
the 19th century
in search of a
better life. In
the film,
Ramirez worked
with musicians
Flaco Jimenez
and Johnny
Rodriguez.
Ramirez has set
his mind to do
what his heart
has always told him to do.
“I’ve always liked to
make people laugh. As of
now I really want to go into
the entertainment business.
I want to be successful and
happy.”
Two months ago, he did a
Miller Brewing Company
Industrial commercial that
will be shown in Las Vegas.
Last month, he auditioned
for a Brooks and Dunn
country music video.
Ramirez says that he
enjoys acting but that it is
hard work.

“

People think that acting is all fun
and games. They are wrong.
You have to sacrifice a lot . . .
You have to have a lot of
patience.

“
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- Adrian Ramirez, UTPA graduate

“People think that acting
is all fun and games. They
are wrong. You have to
sacrifice a lot," he said.
“There are times when we
are in the holding room
from 3 p.m. to 4 a.m. and
they only use you for 15
minutes. You have to have a
lot of patience.”
“It is all worth it,” he
said. “It is self-fulfilling
when you know you’re
making people laugh with
all the hard work you put
into it.”
Ramirez has been living
in Austin since January

2003. Besides acting, he
also has a full-time job that
keeps him busy.
“I am happy with what I
am doing right now, but I
miss my family down in the
Valley,” he said.
Ramirez’s family still
lives in Santa Rosa and
when asked who his role
model was, he said, “my
parents.”
“I am very proud of
Adrian, both his dad and I
support him all the way,”
said Raquel Ramirez,

See GRAD page 10
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Alton police chief, Jose Luis Vela, to
plan some type of community event,
Vela said he can’t imagine how big the
turnout will be for Saturday.
“We needed to have a parade, to
thank Edgar for serving our country
and to be thankful that he came back
[home],” Vela said. “It [parade plans]
started off real small and now its a real
big [event].”
Vela said the core of the celebration
is for Edgar and all the troops serving
America.
“He went out there and fought for us
and what this country believes in,” he
said.
The planners in Alton called Pat
Blum, an event planner, to start up a
committee and get everything
organized. Blum said the committee
consists of 35 to 40 people.
“I have key people coordinating
different aspects of the event,” Blum
said. “After the parade there will be a
formal event in the gym [at the
recreational center] at 12. The gym

seats up to 1,000 people.”
Blum added that Hernandez will give
an address and there will be speakers
outside of the gym for everyone at the
park. Businesses from around the
Valley are donating their time and food
for the event.
“The [outside] response is so big.
People want the opportunity to say
‘thank you’ to Edgar.
They want him to know that he and
the troops have support here the
Valley,” Blum said.
Since the committee is expecting a
huge Valley turnout, they are still in
need for last-minute volunteers.
“We need help with water and food
stations and maybe other duties for the
parade,”Flores said. “Any last-minute
volunteer is welcome.”
Marching in the parade will be
school organizations, representatives of
the armed forces and various
dignitaries. If you are interested in
being a last-minute volunteer call the
Alton Police Department at 581-2602.

▲

N

SURVEY

BRYAN ROAD

HWY. 107

MAYBERRY ROAD

MILE 5 NORTH

The May 3 parade to honor Spc. Edgar Hernandez
will begin traveling west on Mile 5 Road at the Bryan
Road intersection and turn south on Hwy. 107.

continued from page 5

paper and pencil, according to Brown.
Compared to the search for a No. 2 Pencil by
students to complete the evaluation survey, the
click of a mouse was the only tool needed for
faculty. This year’s survey was conducted
electronically on the web.
“E-mail was the way to go,” said Brown.
“But it was also important to establish that all
information was confidential and could not be
backtracked.”
In order to prove that all information was
anonymous, the faculty was informed by Yudof,
chancellor of the UT System, that only DRI
would have the access to the unique ID
numbers associated with each respondent.
“I hope we were able to allay those feelings,”
Brown commented.
Alleviating those fears was essential to
gaining a solid response rate to the survey.
Compared to the tense environment that may
be placed upon students when they fill out
evaluation sheets, faculty could either respond

to the survey or send it to the trash in their email account.
The initial goal by the UT System for faculty
survey response had been set at 40 percent but
DRI had concluded that a 20-to-30-percent
response rate would be acceptable.
“Overall, 37 percent of UTPA faculty
responded, which was above expectations,”
stated Brown.
Only time will tell what may come out of the
37-percent response for the UT System.
According to Brown, results for the survey
could be available as early as July. She showed
excitement for her coworkers when
contemplating possible transformations after
results are analyzed.
“The faculty has made so many strides in the
past three years because of the 1993 survey,”
Brown said. “The results will surely allow the
board to address many faculty concerns or
suggestions that could not have been voiced
without this years survey.”
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Cell-phone tech wonders
By MATT LYNCH
The Pan American
During a classroom lecture time, nothing can
be more intrusive or annoying to a college
professor than the trilling note of a cellular
phone.
But outside of classtime, cell phones have
many Americans - especially college students wondering how they ever lived without the
communication devices.
Working closely with a team of engineers,
Dr. Martin Cooper is credited with inventing the
portable cell phone in 1973 for communication
giant Motorola. Since the cell’s creation three
decades ago, manufacturers have worked
diligently to transform the bulky gray handsets
often seen 1980s movies into a portable phone
that fits comfortably inside a consumer pocket.
McAllen Sprint PCS store manager Frank Vos
credits the silver screen for a number of
advancements in cell phone technology.
“The size has changed a lot since cell phones
first came out,” he said. “A lot of these things
are based off of things on TV and in movies.
The whole clamshell design was based off Star
Trek.”
But the leaders of the cell phone industry,
including Sprint and Nextel, have been working
on more than just than just cell phone size.
According to Vos, phones that take pictures and
handsets that double as Web browsers and
Personal Digital Assistants are on tap for
consumers.
“We (Sprint) put a lot of money into our
research and development department,” Vos
said. “All of the carrieras are pretty much in
sync, but we’re considered the leaders in the
communication world.”
One of Sprint’s newest handsets, the Sanyo
5300 ($399 retail) features a built-in camera and
flash. According to Vos, the booming cameraphone market in Japan prompted American

carriers to provide the same technology to
consumers in the United States. While the $399
price tag may be on the high side for student
buyers, Vos promised the release of a similar yet
less expensive Sprint camera-phone within two
weeks.
“It may not be the best resolution, but it still
works well,” he said. “Prices are coming down
very fast, and soon everyone will be able to
send photos. Prices will continue to come down
and I wouldn’t be surprised if we started giving
picture phones away with the activation of a
new agreement.”
For students and professionals Sprint also
offers a phone with a more practical feature
than the ability to take snapshots. The
Handspring Treo 300 ($499 retail) provides
consumers with the ability to organize and store
data in addition to keeping in contact with
others. The Treo 300 also has the capability to
access the Internet.
“You can go to just about any URL you want
to go to. Type in any address you want and it
should go there if the portal has an adapted
screen for PDAs,” Voss said. “Companies are
also building IT (Information Technology)
applications specifically for cell phones. If you
download these programs to your phone, you
can do all kinds of things, like managing events
at a company while away from the office.”
While cell phones can already perform a
myriad of tasks from voice-activated dialing to
scheduling events, Vos predicts a number of
future breakthroughs from his company.
“Streaming video is the next step, and it’s
something on the radar for around 2007,” he
said. “We’re also working on ‘push to talk’ and
that will be out by the end of the year. Right
now, we’re held up by what the networks can
handle, but we’re making advancements in that
department. Five years ago, one out of four
phone calls would drop completely. Now that
figure is around two percent.”

The Pan American is looking for
hard-working, dedicated students
to fill various positions for the
Summer II and Fall semesters. To
apply, stop by COAS 187 to fill
out an application.
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By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

left the Valley, which was very uncommon then, before it was a University. This gives her the
most seniority at UTPA and possibly the most
to study at an electrical school in Chicago. Her
seniority in the University of Texas System .
mother, Adela de la Garza attended Edinburg
When she started she taught freshman and
Junior College.
sophomore English. Domínguez has also taught
“At that time there were very few Mexicanat the University of Arizona summer school and
Americans and women that attended,”
at Guadalajara as a visiting professor, but has
Domínguez said. “You could probably count
always returned to UTPA. She has also been
them on the right hand.”
solicited to other institutions, such as to
Domínguez said that her parents taught her
English at a very young age along with Spanish. Stanford, but chose to stay.
“I decided to stay here to teach, inspire, and
They instilled the love of the Spanish language
help the young Hispanic people of the Valley,”
and culture in her and they emphasized that
Domínguez said. “This is where I feel I
being bilingual was important. This is
belong.”
something that she still values today.
According to her husband, Senior District
“I always say, ‘ariba con Shakespeare, pero
Judge for
ariba con
Texas, John
Cervantes
Domínguez,
tambien’
she enjoys
(long-live
helping others
Shakespeare,
and he is very
but long-live
proud of her.
Cervantes
“She’s a
too),”
great human
Domínguez
being and is
said. “I have
all heart,”
a love for
Judge
both
Domínguez
language, be
said, “She has
it English or
helped many
Spanish. I
hundreds of
very strongly
young people
believe in
to improve
both
their lives.”
cultures.”
One way
She does
she has helped
not believe in
UTPA
being
students
hyphenated
outside of the
as Mexicanclassroom is
American
by setting up
because she
SYLVIA M. DOMINGUEZ
the Sylvia M.
says that she
Domínguez
is American,
Scholarship and Loan Fund. The scholarships
but she does not at all deny her roots. It has
were awarded to students studying in
been her culture and language that has helped
Guadalajara. The loan fund is still available at
make her career so successful.
the financial aid office. She established the fund
“I feel that I have taken the best of both
in 1974 with the proceeds of her second play
worlds and combined them,” Domínguez said.
titled “Samuel la Carretilla,” which was
“I am a perfect blend of both cultures.”
performed at UTPA, the Civic Center
This is something that she has passed on to
Auditorium of McAllen, and at Western Illinois
her son and hopes that it continues in her
University. Also she has given all the profits of
decedents. Her students have also learned this
her most recent book, “Ocho Estudios
from her. José M. Hernández, 33 was her
Hispánicos Y Un Brindis,” published in 2000,
student in 1986-87 and he remembers that he
to UTPA International Programs.
always expected the students to speak
Other plays that Domínguez has written and
completely Spanish in class.
produced are “La comadre María” and “Tres
“Students thought because it was Spanish it
was going to be an easy grade, but she expected águilas de la Revolución Mexicana.” She
presents papers on novels and poetry by famous
us to learn. She was tuff but fair,” Hernández
recalled. “When a Mexican-American could not authors and Spanish Golden Age Dramas at
speak Spanish she would say ‘tienen el nopal en international conferences. She is considered a
lecturer, consultant and expert witness on
la frente y no saben español!’ (there is a cactus
Mexican-American culture.
on your forehead screaming that you are
She can be found in the biographical
Mexican and yet you cannot speak Spanish)’”
publications Dictionary to Literary Authors,
She has been teaching at UTPA since 1960,

Directory of American Scholars, American
Women, the international Who’s Who Among
Intellectuals, International Book of Honor,
Who’s Who in the South and Southwest, Who’s
Who of Women in the World, Who’s Who of
Personalities of the South, Who’s Who Among
Teachers and the 2000 edition of Contemporary
Authors.
Domínguez has received a multitude of
prestigious awards and honors, such as the
Cervantes Award for professional achievement
from Alamo-Valley Chapter of the American
Association of Teachers of Spanish and
Portuguese. However, of all her acquirements
and achievements, she wants to be most
remembered for her dedication to teaching and
inspiring her students.
She said that she has always had a love for
teaching. When she attended elementary at Our
Lady of Guadalupe the nuns would leave her
teaching the class while they stepped out. Since
then she knew that was what she wanted to do.
“I once read somewhere ‘happiness does not
consist of doing what one likes, but liking what
one does,’ and I love teaching,” Domínguez
said. “It’s more than just a career. It is a
profession.”
According to senior Clementina Flores, who
took Spanish 1303 and 1304 with Domínguez,
one can tell she likes what she does because her
classes are interesting and teach a lot . “I took
her twice because I like her way of teaching and
if you ever have a problem you can just talk to
her and she will help,” Flores said.
She also explained that you learn more than
just Spanish in her class. “Because of her, I
learned not to ever give up and to try, try, and
try again no matter what,” Flores said.
Senior nursing major, Denise Garza learned
another lesson on life from Domínguez.
According to her, Domínguez requires students
to answer questions and give examples during
class, which helps in the future.
“I learned how to write accents on words, but
more importantly I learned how to speak out, a
skill I will use the rest of my life,” Garza said.
According to Teresa García, a former student
of hers from 1969 and a current Spanish teacher
at Mission High School, Domínguez has been
teaching students to speak out for a long time.
“I used to get sort of nervous because I knew
she was going to call on me,” García
remembers. “It helped me though, because I
made sure to always prepare for class and it
taught me not to be so shy anymore.”
Domínguez has had a life full of
accomplishments and plans on continuing her
writing, but she said more importantly she plans
on teaching at UTPA for as many years as
possible.
“Teaching has been a very important part of
my life,” Domínguez said. “I am inspired by
my students. I like to know I am helping them
and am making a difference in young people’s
lives.”

obvious through the results from the 1993
survey,” Brown said. “One of the major changes
that resulted was the establishment of the
committees for gender and minorities,” said
Brown.
Other changes that were established were
support services for faculty and alterations in
tenure.
Brown, along with Wendy Aldridge, is one of
the two UTPA representatives who recommend
future system improvements to the Board of
Regents.
According to Brown, the Board of Regents
was approached two years ago with a request for
proposal in order to carry out the survey.

“The board was excited that we wanted to
administer the survey again,” she commented.
The decision to carry out the survey was
made prior to the budget cuts which hammered
the UT system and all state agencies. With the
UT system’s financial backing, the Faculty
Advisory Council contracted Digital Research
Inc. (DRI) to conduct the survey.
Originating in Kennebunk, Maine, DRI
ensured survey respondents and those associated
with the survey that all feedback would be
anonymous.
Establishing confidentiality was one of the
key issues, because the survey was not the usual

Page 5

Dominguez enjoys longest UTPA tenure
In a time when Mexican-Americans and
women were few in schools, Sylvia M.
Domínguez received the Highest English Award
at Mission High School. This was questioned
by mothers of the other students.
“How can a little Mexican girl be getting an
English Award,” they asked. The principal told
them if they doubted her merit they were free to
check the grades.
“My teachers Ms. Myers and Ms. Evans
were very nice,” Domínguez said, “They
defended me and explained that I deserved it.”
This honor was just an anticipation of many
greater ones to come. She belongs to extensive
honor societies and has studied at numerous
schools including Our Lake of the University,
BA and MA; University of Arizona, MA and
Ph.D; National University of México, honor
student. She is a full Spanish professor at UTPA
and a published writer.
Domínguez is fourth generation American.
She was raised in Mission in a time when
segregation and discrimination were the way-oflife. However, she cannot recall ever
experiencing any discrimination directly in
school.
“I was too much of a good student for the
teachers to treat me wrong,” Domínguez said
with a proud grin. “Discrimination did exist, but
I don’t remember anything directed towards me
personally. I don’t know what it was, but the
discrimination gave me more incentive to prove
them wrong.”
Even when her family moved from south
Mission, also known as the “Mexican town,” to
the north side known as the “American town,”
where Mexican-Americans were not received
kindly, Domínguez said she did not experience
any real discrimination. Her family lived in a
house behind her father’s business, Mission
Radio and Electric Company.
“The older Anglo Jewish ladies adored me,”
she said in Spanish. Then added in English,
“We were surrounded by businesses, though
and did not have many neighbors.”
After the move to the “American” side of
town, her sisters transferred from their private
Catholic school of Our Lady of Guadalupe, to
St. Paul’s because it was closer. However,
Domínguez stayed at OLG to graduate from the
eighth grade. She wanted to stay with her
friends even if it meant she had to walk 10
blocks.
Then for her first year of high school her
parents sent her to Our Lady of the Lake High
School in San Antonio. After that she returned
to Mission High School where she graduated.
“I am a product of private and public
schooling,” Domínguez said. “My parents
believed in education.”
Her parents were educated as well. Her father

Faculty survey results will improve environment
By ADRIANA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
How many times have students been told that
filling out evaluation surveys at the end of the
semester are important? Although this may be
true, the tables were turned recently.
Faculty from the University of Texas-Pan
American, in addition to faculty from the other
14 universities of the UT System, were asked to
complete the Faculty Satisfaction Survey from
Feb. 5 to March 10, 2003.
According to Mark G. Yudof, chancellor of
the UT System, information from the faculty
survey will be important as the future of the UT

System is charted.
The closed-ended questions on the
quantitative survey were based on faculty
environment.
“The work environment of the faculty must
be supported,” said Dr. Cynthia Brown, Faculty
Senate chairman of the UT Faculty Advisory
Council. “The question that has to be answered
is what can be done to change the environment
in which the faculty operates?”
Significant changes in the operation of the
academic and medical components of the UT
System resulted when the UT Faculty Advisory
Council first administered the survey in 1993.
“A huge change in focus from the system was

See SURVEY page 6
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Are you worried about
SARS reaching the Valley?

Daisy Silva
Education
Junior
Yes, because there are many Asian
people who work in the maquiladoras in
Reynosa who travel back and forth from
there to Asia.

Klimisa I. Stewart
Business
Freshman
It is an airborne virus. As far as the Valley
goes it is possible that it could reach here
since we don’t know much about the virus
or its source.

Manuel Martinez
Biology
Senior
I am worried, because you never
know when people from the Valley
will travel back and forth to Asia
because of the Asian companies at
Reynosa.

Exxon donation
marks another
big contribution
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
ExxonMobil recently made a $6,000
contribution to the University of TexasPan American through its 2002
Educational Matching Gift program.
The program, which began in 1962,
makes matching contributions on a 3-to-1
basis to colleges and universities that
employees, retirees, surviving spouses,
and directors have donated to and has
provided more than $266 million in gifts
to higher education in the United States.
This year ExxonMobil individual
donors contributed $22.4 million to more
than 900 colleges and Universities
around the country and ExxonMobil
Foundation matched that number with an
additional $16.2 million in unrestricted
grants.
From that total, $4.2 million were
donated to Texas colleges and
universities including University of
Texas at Austin, Our Lady of the Lake,
University of Houston, Southwest Texas
State University, Baylor University, and
Texas A&M University.
“We are proud that ExxonMobil
employees have remained steadfast in
their commitment to higher education by
donating nearly as much to their colleges
and universities as they did last year,
despite the difficult economic times we
are all facing, said Kenneth P. Cohen,
vice-president for public affairs of Exxon

NINOS

Risa Garcia
Psychology
Freshman
I’m not worried that much because
we haven’t had any cases of it in
the Valley. I would worry about it if
there would be a case of SARS
nearby.

Robert L. Oliver Jr
Chemistry
Senior
I wouldn’t say no because we have a
lot of people who travel to Asia and
not to mention many Asian students.
Hopefully a cure will be found before
it gets out of control.
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Mobil Corporation, and chairman of
ExxonMobil Foundation.
“We applaud and honor that
commitment at ExxonMobil with a 3-to-1
match, the largest educational matching
gift program in the country. We feel the
combined efforts of the people of Exxon
Mobil and the ExxonMobil Foundation
truly define our collective dedication to
education.”
Under the Educational Matching Gift
program, a donors can give up to $5,000
a year to an institution of higher
education that they are affiliated to,
either by being an alumni or having a
relative who attends the school. The
Foundation matches the gift on a 3-to-1
basis up to $15,000. The affiliate
requirement is waived for gifts to the
United Negro College Fund, the Hispanic
Scholarship Fund, and the American
Indian College Fund.
“The program was started to encourage
employees to give their own personal
donations to the colleges or universities
that they are affiliated to,” said Bill
Carpenter, ExxonMobil program officer.
“The success of the program
demonstrates the dedication to education
in the United States both by the company
and the employees.”
This is the second year that UTPA has
been a recipient of the Educational
Matching Gifts program. For the year
2001 ExxonMobil Foundation
contributed $3,000 to UTPA.

continued from page 2

organizations work for children,
and this is a great way to [also]
celebrate what they do.”
The final event is Friday, May 2,
a celebration with participating
students from elementary schools
around Mission, Edinburg, and
Mercedes. It is organized by the
Communities In Schools Of
Hidalgo County, Inc. (CISH),
whose target is CIS elementary
students. They plan to have at least
650 students on hand.
Corina Lopez, public relations
agent for CISH, stated that the
event, like the others associated
with the holiday, is done to help
Valley children.
“Our major goal is to celebrate
them, recognize them, and uplift
them on their day,” Lopez said.
All of those organizations who
got together to celebrate El Dia de
los Ninos: Celebrating Young
Americans said they wish to
eventually form one massive and
coordinated production where all
area children gather on their day.
“We would like to do it annually
as a big group,” Zelinger said.
“And one day make it a huge
event.”

Arianna Vazquez/The Pan American

NINO— El Dia de los Niños has been a national holiday
since 1998. Various Valley cities have planned events to
celebrate it.
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Super welterweights to tussle
On Saturday, May 3, super welterweight champion Oscar De La Hoya, 30,
will defend his world titles against former world champion Yory Boy Campas,
31, of Navojoa, México. On the undercard, WBC featherweight champion
Erik ‘El Terrible’ Morales, 26, of Tijuana, México will rumble with Bobby
Boy Velardez, 22, of San Bernardino, Calif. The fight will take place at the
Mandalay Bay Hotel in Las Vegas at 9 p.m. and will be available via HBO
pay-per-view.

World Cup rematch on tap
The United States will host Mexico in an international soccer friendly at
Reliant Stadium in Houston on May 8. The friendly is a rematch of last year’s
World Cup Round of 16 match won by the U.S., 2-0.
Head coach Bruce Arena has selected an all-MLS lineup to face the
Mexicans that includes nine players from the 2002 World Cup team. Strikers
Landon Donovan and Brian McBride will lead the U.S. attack. Both players
scored in the U.S. victory over Mexico in the World Cup.
The U.S. has won five of the last six meetings against Mexico, but the
Mexicans lead the all-time series 28-10-9, dating back to 1934.
The U.S. is currently 3-1-0 in 2003 and has had shutout wins against
Canada and Venezuela. The U.S. team is preparing to participate in this
summer’s CONCACAF Gold Cup and FIFA Confederations Cup.
Mexico has posted a 1-2-1 record (not including April 30 friendly against
Brazil) this year under new head coach Ricardo Lavolpe of Argentina.
At the moment, 45,000 tickets have been sold with nine days left until the
game. Tickets are still available and can be purchased at all Ticketmaster
outlets throughout Texas, by phone at (713) 629-3700. The match is slated to
kickoff at 7 p.m. and will be broadcast live on ESPN2, Telemundo and Radio

Unica network.

Mexican soccer rivals to meet
The Clásico Jóven, one of the biggest soccer rivalries in Mexican soccer,
will take place this Sunday between top Mexico City-based Club América
and Cruz Azul at the Azteca Stadium at 4 p.m.

Broncs participate in Drake Relays
Junior Hugo Cervantes placed 16th in the men’s 3,000-meter steeplechase at
the Drake Relays last Saturday with a time of 9:31:59. On Friday, sophomore
Rowena Hamlet finished 24th in the 400-meter hurdles with a time of 1:03:31
while fellow sophomore Deneb DeLuna didn’t record a mark since she fouled
on all three of her attempts in the shot put.
In other UTPA track news, sophomore Westly Keating and junior Amy
Moses were named Athletes of the Year at the UTPA 2003 Athletic Awards
Banquet on Tuesday.

NHL semifinals under way
The NHL playoffs continued this week with the conference semifinals. In
the East, the Ottawa Senators took a 2-1 series lead over the Philadelphia
Flyers while the New Jersey Devils did the same over the Tampa Bay
Lightning. In the West, Anaheim holds a 2-1 series lead over the Dallas
Stars despite having its six-game playoff winning streak ended Monday
night with Dallas’ 2-1 victory over the Mighty Ducks. The Vancouver
Canucks took the series lead (2-1) over the Minnesota Wild Tuesday night
with 3-2 victory.
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continued from page 15

former UTPA head coach Dr. Layne
Jorgensen said in August 1973.
Two decades later, the United
States has indeed made great strides
in soccer. The men’s national team
has progressively improved and last
year finished among the top eight
teams in the world during last year’s
FIFA World Cup in Japan and Korea.
In 1994, the World Cup was held in
the United States for the first time.
Two years later, in 1996, MLS was
born. Since 2001, the MLS has
increased its attendance each year
from an average of 14,962 fans per
game to 16,086 fans per game
through 15 games played in the
current 10-team 2003 season.
In 2001, WUSA was born with
eight clubs, spurred by the popularity
and success of the U.S. women’s
soccer team, which won the last
World Cup, over China.
SCHOOL HISTORY
Whatever the future holds for
university soccer, the Broncs have a
rich archive of past exploits to look
back on. And it was the student
population that helped make the
memories possible with initial
support.
“At a lot of schools, the student
body steps up,” Weidner said, and
that’s exactly what happened in 1970,
as the school got its soccer team.
Prompted by students, the student
government appropriated funds to
field PAU’s first soccer team.
Although it didn’t compete in a
regular season, the Pan Am soccer
team was invited to the Sixth Annual
Texas Invitational Tournament
comprised of 11 teams and held in
December of 1970.
Pan Am reached the semifinals of
the tournament after upsetting the
University of Houston, 1-0, in
overtime, and then was eliminated by
Texas 2-0 in the semifinal match.
The first teams were composed of
Valley and international players
mainly from Latin America, reflecting
Pan Am’s multicultural student body.
Over the years, more Valley players
filled the roster, but there was always
an international flavor to the team.
Whatever their native land, the
contingent performed solidly.
“In soccer, there’s no doubt that
Pan Am can compete at a high level,”
opined a Monitor article in November
1977.
During the early years of Pan Am’s
soccer team, Turkish striker Ruhi
Goven, of German descent, set the
first goal-scoring record with 10 net
breakers in 1973.
In 1992, Bolivian Mario Ribera lit
up the soccer field and was the No. 2
NCAA Division I goal-scorer when
he notched 68 points (29 goals and 10
assists). The Santa Cruz native led
UTPA to an 11-2-0 record and a thirdplace finish in the Sun Belt
championship.
Pan Am improved over the years,
especially during the ‘80s and ‘90s,
and got into the Sun Belt Conference.
However, in the late ‘90s soccer was
being terminated by several
conference teams, and that
contributed to the demise of UTPA’s
soccer team.
“We would have been much better

if we’d had more time to develop,”
said former soccer head coach Dr.
Miguel Paredes.
Paredes was the last to coach
UTPA’s soccer team, working with
the Broncs from 1995-98. He
inherited a team in shambles and
faced limited resources to work with
in order to rebuild the team.
“Soccer is a non-existing sport in
most Texas universities,” Paredes
said.
In an effort to explain the lack of a
soccer team at Pan Am, Paredes
explained that the only Division I
universities in Texas to have them are
SMU and Texas Christian, which
would make it hard for UTPA to field
a new team due to the tremendous
distances the team would have to
travel in order to play. Expenses
would also be an issue.
Paredes explained that the option of
playing Division II teams would
result in losing the school’s Division I
status by competing against lesser
competition. In the long run, he thinks
this wouldn’t be a good option.
As in other sports, such as
basketball, the fact that Pan Am isn’t
in a conference is also a factor.
Paredes explained that in soccer, only
the conference champion goes to the
NCAA Tournament; there are no atlarge bids. As an independent, UTPA
wouldn’t be playing for a postseason
chance.
Despite the obstacles against
UTPA’s one day obtaining a soccer
team, either men’s or women’s, it’s
not an impossibility.
“We’ve come a long way (with
UTPA athletic programs),” Athletic
Director Weidner said. “Never say
never.”

Photo by Matt Lynch/The Pan American

In 1973, Trinity University
defeated Pan Am, 3-1, to edge the
Broncs and win the Southwestern
Division of the Texas Collegiate
Soccer League. Pan Am finished
with a 4-4-0 record.
The Broncs were led by Turkish
striker Ruhi Goven of German
descent. Goven scored a thenrecord 10 goals during the season.
In 1977, Pan Am compiled its
best record (4-1-1) in their short
eight-year history and barely missed
the playoffs. The Broncs achieved
the accolade with a lineup of mostly
Valley players. Pan Am’s only
defeat of the season was a 4-2 loss
to Texas A&I, who eventually won
the title with a 5-0-1 record.
In 1984, Pan Am improved upon
its record-best 4-1-1 record by
notching a 9-4-0 record. The
Broncs also won the Second
Annual PAU-Trinity soccer
tournament. Freshman Jose Salinas
led the Broncs with a new record 17
goals.
In 1992, UTPA posted an 11-2-0
record, took third-place in the Sun
Belt Conference and had the No. 2
NCAA Division I scorer in the
nation, bolivian freshman Mario
Ribera. The Santa Cruz native
scored 68 points (29 goals and 10
assists).

Broncs fall at tourney
By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
The run is over.
The University of Texas-Arlington men’s tennis
team eliminated The University of Texas-Pan
American, 4-0, in the semifinals of the Southland
Conference Tournament at the UTA Tennis Center
on Saturday. With the loss, UTPA finished the
2002-2003 season with a 13-8 record.
Along with their SLC tournament berth and
successful season, sophomores Filip Koziell and
Jeremy Salvo earned All-Conference honors, and
Todd Chapman got a big award.
“We are extremely proud and pleased to learn
of Todd Chapman's selection as the Southland
Conference Men's Tennis Coach of the Year,” said
UTPA Athletic Director William J. Weidner this
week.
Top-seeded tournament host UTA struck
quickly and grabbed the upper hand by winning
the vital doubles point. Before the Broncs could
recover it was over and the Mavericks took the
victory, 4-0.
The number one doubles team of junior Tom
Mangelschots and Koziell held 7-5 and 8-7 leads,
but UTA came back and won the match in a
tiebreaker, 9-8. Salvo and freshman Oliver Steil
lost at number two doubles, 8-4.
“We came out and played well in the doubles
and, after we lost the doubles, the momentum
went completely in the other direction, and we
never recovered,” said Chapman. “We dug too
much of a hole against a good team. They came

out after the doubles and were focused.”
Despite the loss, Chapman was happy with
what the team had done this past season.
“I’m proud of the way our guys played. We had
a great season, and accomplished things that
hadn’t been done here in a long time,” He said.
“Hopefully, next year we’ll take another step
forward. This loss doesn’t take anything away
from what we accomplished this season.”
UTPA entered the SLC Tournament ranked 73rd
in the nation, the team’s highest ranking in 12
years.
The Broncs dominated Lamar University in the
first round, 4-2, and advanced to the semifinals.
After winning the doubles point to take a 1-0
lead, the Pan Am won three of the next five
singles matches to clinch the decision. Steil from
The Netherlands and Canadian born Koziell both
won their singles matches by the same score of 60, 6-3. British Columbia native Salvo came out
victorious at number four singles by a 6-2, 1-6, 61 score and helped capture the first round for Pan
Am.
With the win over Lamar, the Broncs advanced
to the semifinals of the Southland Conference
Tournament for the second year in a row.
“I’m glad we had a first round match against a
good opponent. Filip and Oliver played very well
in singles. Jeremy and Nik each played two good
sets. They both won the first set, lost the second
and came back in the third,” said Chapman.
“We’re happy with the win. At this time of the
year, any win is a good one, because it means that
you advance.”

THE PAN AMERICAN

Page 3

Sexuality research a lively topic
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

Freshman Nik Porter follows through on a forehand during a game earlier this season.
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UTPA psychology professor Dr. Russell
Eisenman seems to know what women
want, and men too for that matter.
As a psychologist currently working on
three different studies that attempt to
analyze college students’ sexual attitudes,
Eisenman has come across some
interesting, if not shocking, findings.
Eisenman, who has published more than
200 journal articles and seven books on
personality, plus social and clinical
psychology, defines an “important
finding” as that which “shows what
everybody thinks is not true.” A clear
example of this is a study he worked on a
few years ago which gained enough
interest to be featured in the popular
magazine Redbook.
The study looked into what female
college students thought about penis size,
whether they thought length or width was
the most important. In the end, width
occurred more frequently as an answer.
Because sexuality is a crucial part of an
individual’s life and a common topic in
people’s conversations, human sexuality
has been one of Eisenman’s interest for
more than a decade.
“People talk about [human sexuality]
but don’t often have scientific
understanding about it,” he states. “So it
makes sense to do research on it.”
According to Eisenman, he first got
interested in trying to understand human
behavior when, at the age of 16, he was
given a book by Sigmund Freud as a gift
from his mother. He states that even
though he was skeptical about some of
Freud’s ideas, reading his work “opened
[his] mind.”
Eisenman obtained his bachelor’s degree
in 1962 at Oglethorpe in Atlanta, Ga. and
a Ph.D. in clinical psychology in 1966 at
The University of Georgia.
He studied the behavior of psychopaths
for several years but later focused his
interest on trying to understand human
sexuality because he sees “immediate
practical implications” from this type of
research.
“If you understand [human sexuality]
you can actually potentially make things
better for people,” said Eisenman.
Through the years he has contributed a
great deal to the area of study. In 1982, he
was among the first researchers to prove

open for discussion.
that fantasy can affect sexual behavior. In
Eisenman found that one major basis
his study, published in the topnotch
for Hispanics college students’ sexual
Journal of Personality and Social
attitudes is permissiveness. He explains
Psychology, Eisenman showed that an
this refers to how permissive people feel
experimental group exposed to certain
about certain sexual issues, i.e. whether
sexual fantasies had significantly
premarital or oral sex should be practiced.
improved sex lives.
Next to permissiveness, the two
“They did more sex and more different
interesting factors represent what
kind of sexual things,” he reports. “It was
Eisenman refers to as “female and male
a pretty important finding since until then
people believed fantasy could only affect a privileges.” These privileges are the things
that males and females seem to want and
person’s [sexual] attitudes but not their
demand about sex for themselves.
behavior.”
“Women want a lot of freedom for
More recently, Eisenman collaborated
women and men want a lot of freedom for
with UTPA criminal justice professor
men,” he
Mark Dantzker
explained, not
in developing a
being able to
sexual attitude
contain his
scale.
laughter. “But
“We did one
that doesn’t
study where we
necessarily seem
looked at
to be an
differences [in
understanding.”
sexual attitudes]
He suggests
between males
this egoism can
and females,”
create serious
Eisenman said.
problems in
“What we found
male-female
wasn’t
relationships.
necessarily what
“It seems
I might have
people want what
expected.”
they want but
The study,
don’t give the
which has been
opposite sex the
accepted for
same privileges
publication, is
that they demand
just the start of
for themselves,”
a series of other
Eisenman said.
similar studies
DR. RUSSELL EISENMAN
Among other
which Eisenman
findings,
hopes to get
Eisenman learned most females strongly
published as well.
oppose publications such as Playboy,
Among the projects he is currently
condone premarital sex, and claim once
working on are two factor analysis studies
they are sexually aroused they have to
on mostly Hispanic college students.
have sex.
Factor analysis is a method that allows
On the other hand, most males do not
researchers to break down the results they
get from a study into statistical meaningful always think it necessary to practice safe
sex and believe men are entitled to force
parts. These studies also attempt to
their spouses to have sex with them.
analyze the subjects’ sexual attitudes.
Although he can speculate about the
“In this particular case I’m not looking
reasons like loss of control, self-pleasure,
so much at male and female differences,”
and religious or traditional teachings for
he explains. “But just looking at what are
such attitudes on behalf of the study’s
the basis of their attitudes.”
subjects, Eisenman declares himself to be
While one of the studies involves a
small sample of only 67 students, the other shocked by the latter three findings.
Because this study was only done at The
one involves a much larger one of over
200 students. Only the first study has been University of Texas-Pan American and on
a mainly Hispanic sample, Eisenman is
completed and is, therefore the only one

now interested in expanding the research
to include non-Hispanic subjects to
compare the findings. His motivation to do
so is mainly because, at this point, he
cannot really tell whether these findings
apply only to Hispanics.
“Maybe Hispanics are this way and nonHispanics aren’t or maybe just most
college students are this way,” he
explained.

but they will also gain many other valuable
skills that are necessary for success in college
and life.
“They’ll not only get college credit, but will
acquire training, study skills, time-management
and stress-management skills, test-taking skills,
career counseling, and advising on financial aid
to let them know about the financial help that is
out there,” De Yoe said.
He expects the program to strengthen the
participants as students and get them interested
in a higher education. The university’s
enrollment reached above 14,000 this semester,
with the vast majority of students coming from
the local area.
“Hopefully it will encourage students, who
are high-achieving to enter Pan Am at the least
and at the most become interested in the food
and agricultural sciences,” De Yoe explained.

All high-achieving students are encouraged to
apply, especially those who are low-income and
will be the first generation of their family to
attend college. Students must be accepted into
both the Concurrent Enrollment and ACEBS
programs to participate. Applications will be
accepted through mid-May.
Most of the program’s funding comes from a
USDA grant, although the Wornick Company
of McAllen has also donated funds to help pay
for textbooks. However additional funding is
needed according to Candi Roxas, executive
director of development at UTPA.
For more information on becoming a
sponsor, or applying for the program, contact
De Yoe at 381-3538 or e-mail at
hdeyoe@panam.edu. Or contact Felipe Salinas,
UTPA director of special programs, at 3812521.

Attitudes Toward Homosexuality
The third study Eisenman is working on
involves both Hispanic and non-Hispanic
college students and looks at their
attitudes toward homosexuality.
For this particular research, he is
collaborating with former UTPA faculty
member Charles Negy, who is now a
member of the psychology department at
The University of Central Florida.
The subjects for this study include both
UTPA and UCF students and the results so
far have been interesting. Among those
findings is an insight to some of the
causes for prejudice against
homosexuality. As Eisenman, along with
Negy, has found out, “the more religious a
person is or the more cultured a person is
to American society, the more prejudiced
they are against homosexuals.”
Because these three recent studies have
been conducted in college students mostly
majoring in either psychology or criminal
justice, Eisenman admits the results may
be biased.
“Studying undergraduate college
students is a bias by itself,” he said. “But
introductory psychology classes have
people from all departments so it’s not as
biased as it seems. It’s fairly
representative of the university.”
In addition to these limitations,
Eisenman acknowledges not only that
college students tend to be more liberal
about sex, but also that whenever issues
such as sex are the subject of a study,
researches have to rely on self-reporting
by respondents.
However, there are ways to overcome
the possible unreliability of the results: by
having large samples, anonymity, and
getting subjects from different places, such
as in the case of the study on college
students’ attitudes toward homosexuality.
“You never know for sure,” he said.
“But we’ve done things that make it likely
that people are being honest.”

Biology plan to help high-schoolers
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

The University of Texas-Pan American
Biology Department is starting the Advanced
College Experience in the Biological Sciences
program this summer.
The program will allow for 20 entering high
school juniors and seniors to take a collegelevel biology course and live on campus during
the first summer session. ACEBS, targeted at
high-achieving low-income college students,
will give students a chance to get a taste of
college life while earning college credit in a
general introductory biology course through the
UTPA Concurrent Enrollment program.
The program, which will focus mainly on the
agricultural sciences, will introduce students to
important agricultural concepts and research.

Innovative technology utilized in the food
produce-processing and packaging industries
will also be studied through on-campus
seminars and field trips to area facilities, such as
the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture office in Weslaco.
Students are also scheduled to visit an aloe farm
and a professional bee keeper.
“The goal of the program is to encourage
students, to enter a career in the agricultural and
food sciences,” said Dr. Hudson De Yoe,
biology associate professor and project director.
“We are pretty excited about the program. To
my knowledge there has never been a program
like this one on campus or in the Valley. With
how important agriculture is here, the program
seems to fit perfectly with the goals of the
community. I expect it to be a first-rate
program.”
Not only will students experience college life,
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NEWS

Celebration of
children’s day
ongoing event

S T U D E N TA R TC O R N E R
You meet people
You become friend
Some betray you

Others last a lifetime

In some ways, the status of children has never been
better, but there are still important reasons for the holiday
and the awareness it inspires. The recent death of a
Harlingen infant from Shaken Baby Syndrome, plus a pair
of high-profile cases in the Upper Valley where babies
were killed by their parents, stack up in the news column.
The triple murder of a family’s children in Brownsville this
spring is also a stark reminder that the society’s most
vulnerable population is always at risk.
El Dia de los Ninos was officially April 30, but other
events to celebrate the wellness of children are due to
happen later on this week.
What is traditionally known as a Mexican celebration
has become a worldwide event especially made for
children. Children’s days are celebrated worldwide in
places like Japan and Korea on May 5, Canada on Nov. 20,
Turkey on April 23, and since 1998 in the United States,
April 30. Mexico also celebrates it April 30.
In September 1996, over 900 people gathered in San
Antonio to try to get their view across about the challenges
facing Latino kids, and 54 young Latinos requested a day
off from the community. The resolution to create a day
especially for children was eventually passed by Congress
on Sept. 16, 1998. Now more than 100 cities in the United
States celebrated the national holiday of El Dia de los
Ninos: Celebrating Young Americans.
Rebeca Barrera, president of the National Latino
Children's Institute, began organizing the event in San
Antonio, stated that what started as a celebration for
Latinos has become a unifying event for all cultures.
The Rio Grande Valley has kept pace with San Antonio,
as cities such as McAllen, Pharr, and Edinburg have
organized special events for the children of the Valley.
On April 26, the Texas Migrant Council's Head Start
Center organized a children's parade, which marched down
the streets of Pharr, and dedicated the day to helping
Latino children around the area. The day was filled with
entertainment from children's performances and food
booths to a children's carnival.
On that same day the City of McAllen, with the help of
the American Heart Association and the McAllen Chamber
of Commerce also celebrated the holiday. An event at
Archer Park varied from the common celebration because
its main purpose was to inform the parents, as well as the
children of the Valley, about the harmful effects of obesity.
Matilde Zelinger, Health Initiative director of the
American Heart Association, said many children suffer
from obesity. She added that the event was held to have
fun, but also to learn about the importance of physical
activity and health. A recent USA Today study showed that
30 percent of Americans are obese, or over 30 pounds
overweight. Two-thirds of the 290 million Americans are
overweight. In the Valley, 20 percent of the residents will
eventually suffer from diabetes.
“Well over 1,000 people attended, and it was a fun day,”
Zelinger said. “Many children suffer from high cholesterol
and obesity, but the event helped with nutrition booths, and
important information.”
On April 27 the International Museum of Arts and
Sciences also celebrated children around the Valley. Over a
dozen nonprofit organizations prepared an event that had
717 children and adults, in its festivities.
Lise Smith, development associate of the museum,
explained that their organization is devoted to education
and to serving the community.
“We are among those who support education, and serve
the public,” Smith said. “We opened up our doors to
celebrate the wellness of children. So many great

See NINOS page 4

UTPA soccer
history revisited
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

Reflection

You dump them

By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American

May 1, 2003

You cherish them
Everyone says, “college is where I met my spouse”
Every year that passes by
You think, “are you sure?”
Last year
Giving up hope.....
Mr. Right walks up to my door
You think, “they were right”
No where to run
Sweat pouring down like rain
Clocks winding the hours away
Deadlines creeping up
Mounds of work visible (breathe)
Studying actually works!
Underclassmen ask, “is it hard?”
Seniors respond, “not at all”
Advice: work hard
Never give up
Only try harder
Never let someone break your soul
And........
Never forget: if not out of fear, pride is what always
cripples one’s ability
Mean, strict professors

sports
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MONEY ISSUES

That’s where another
On this side of the U.S.-México border,
obstacle lies in the path of a
Major League Soccer and the Women’s United
future UTPA soccer program.
Soccer Association kicked off their respective
The economic aspect of
seasons a few weeks ago. MLS initiated its
supporting another team
eighth season while the women’s professional
league marked its third season. Just south of the presents a major hurdle since
the university is presently
Río Grande, México’s Primera División (First
funding 14 other sports
Division) is wrapping up its Clausura 2003
programs. Weidner estimated
season and preparing for the Liguilla (playoffs)
that a bare-bones soccer
in May.
program would cost the school
Locally, a couple of weeks ago Edinburg
$250,000 yearly.
North High School was competing for the state
“It’s not intramural soccer,
men’s soccer title. Weekly, local parks and
it’s a lot more involved,”
soccer fields are filled with men and women,
Weidner said. “It’s an
young and old, playing cascaritas or soccer
institutional decision.”
pickup matches. The Valley is truly futbol
Weidner cited that initial
country.
expenses alone would be a
However, the soccer field at The University
strain on UTPA’s athletic
of Texas-Pan American is silent except for
program. Travel expenses,
those who run around the track surrounding it.
staff, trainers, salaries,
UTPA’s soccer field has laid dormant since
scholarships, equipment
the late 1990s. After 28 years as a rather
renewal, and field maintenance
successful program, the men’s soccer program
have to be factored in the
was red-carded and ejected because of gender
equation.
equity. In other words, since the women didn’t
However, Weidner didn’t
have a soccer program, the men lost theirs. This
rule out the possibility of a
was not the women’s fault. NCAA rules and
soccer program being created
regulations, including Title IX, are the culprit
in the future.
for Pan Am not having a soccer program,
“We keep an open mind,”
men’s or women’s.
Weidner said. “If plans do
“At present, there’s no plans at this time to
develop (for another sports
add a team,” said UTPA Athletic Director
program), women’s sports
William Weidner. “If plans do develop,
would be looked at first based
women’s sports would be looked at first based
on gender equity.”
on gender equity.”
Despite the compliance and
The fact that UTPA is a hotbed for soccer
doesn’t matter in this case. There has been a lot economic issues UTPA faces in
adding another sport to the
of criticism from the local media, the
athletic program, there are
community and even from the student body
other reasons why the addition
about the absence of a university soccer team,
of a soccer program is an uphill battle at
especially in light of the vast amount of
UTPA, at other Texas institutions, and at other
available local talent.
universities around the country.
Former UTPA Sports Information Director
McKone, the current public relations officer
Jim McKone is a proponent of the university
for the Museum of South
having a soccer team.
Texas History, explains
He had steady
that there are certain
involvement with the
defense mechanisms from
Pan Am soccer program
There’s a reason
coaches in other sports
during its heyday.
soccer is the
which prejudice them
“The university
against soccer.
should have a soccer
world’s sport.
He said that American
team because Valley
football college coaches
teams (high school) are
You
have
to
be
a
tend to dislike soccer
very good at the
because of the competition
great athlete to
regional and state level
between the two due to
compared to baseball
play it.
their overlapping seasons.
and basketball,”
McKone, a sports writer
McKone said. “The
- Jim McKone, former UTPA SID
and SID for 44 years, also
future of championships
explained that soccer is
(for UTPA) would be
“looked down at” since
more likely to win in
the sport doesn’t employ all the equipment
soccer than any other sports.”
used in other sports. It also gets a bad rap
“I found it odd that the school would chop
because of the low scoring games that are the
off the most successful sport in the university
norm in soccer, as opposed to the high scoring
which also had mostly local players,” McKone
offensive outputs of American football and
added.
Title IX compliance is one of the obstacles in basketball.
“There’s a reason soccer is the world’s
the way of UTPA having both a men’s and
sport,” McKone said. “You have to be a great
women’s soccer team.
athlete to play it.”
Weidner expressed optimism that a women’s
McKone says that a soccer program at UTPA
team would be more feasible than a men’s team
would be a “potentially good spectator sport.”
in the near future because a men’s team only
“Soccer is the No. 1 sport worldwide and it’s
would be added if Title IX compliance were
the sport of the future in the United States,”
achieved and if the university could properly
fund it.

“

“Who wants them?”
Everyone warns, “stay away.....take the easier route”
Lesson learned:

“
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These professors truly care
And
Because of them
I am ready for the real
world
Leticia Rocha

To the Bronc
Bronze muscles burning in the Texas sun,
Unbound, unbridled, bearing no man’s brand,
Your coat uncombed expect by mesquite hand-You and the land you live upon are one.
Born of the Wild Horse Desert, known to run
On both sides of the river, brave and grand,
Fore feet dug, defiantly you stand,
Poised to project the liberty you’ve won.
Conquistadors, Comanches, cowmen--all
Have sought to ride your power to their fame,
Have tried to tame your spirit to their own;
You carried them, then followed freedom’s call,
And you endure, true to your wild horse name-Caballo, mustang, bronc--bold corazon.
Frederick (Ted) von Ende

See SOCCER page 14

Photos from El Bronco ’72

Top photo: Anthony Ayebae (right) uses solid soccer techniques to block an opponent from
Texas Southern University during a game in the 1984 Bronc soccer season. The Broncs
went on to win the game against TSU 3-1.
Bottom Photo: An opposing player kicks off to the Broncs to begin a game in 1971.
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Broncs
drop two
UTPA falls in final home twinbill,
losing first game to UTSA 5-4,
and second 7-6
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Senior pitcher Travis Parker tosses a pitch against UTSA in UTPA’s home season finale Wednesday.

Intramurals crown champs
By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
As the spring semester winds down, the intramural
recreation department has started crowning champions
in each sport offered at the University of Texas-Pan
American.
In the finale of the softball tournament, two teams
that remained to battle for bragging rights for the 20022003 school year. The Outlaws and the Scrubs played
to determine who would be softball champion.
In a highly competitive game the Scrubs outlasted
their competitors to capture the crown 15-11.
“We had a significantly better turnout for the
championship game in comparison to the regular
season games,” said Charlie Cáceres, coordinator of
Campus Activities.
In the soccer tournament, four teams remained to
contest for the championship. The A.M.S Red Dragons
clashed with Illegal Aliens in a battle of wills that was
decided by penalty kicks after the match ended in a 3-3
tie after regulation time expired. The Red Dragons
triumphed and advanced to the championship game by
the score of 4-3.
La Pandilla dominated Los Maestros 4-0. With the

win, La Pandilla advanced to final.
In the UTPA intramural recreation department’s
version of the World Cup to crown the 2003 intramural
soccer champion, La Pandilla fought A.M.S Red
Dragons for soccer supremacy.
La Pandilla controlled the game from start to finish
by routing A.M.S. Red Dragons 4-0 to capture soccer
gold.
“We had many family members of the players attend
the championship game, it was a great atmosphere,"
Cáceres said.
In flag football, only a handful of teams remain in
the highly contested single-elimination tournament.
Among them are the Stallions, Gamblers, Mudd
Dawgs, Explosion, Beta Rho, and Hummers.
The Stallions and Gamblers are both undefeated and
appear to be the favorites to win the Super Bowl of
flag football at Pan Am.
"I expect to see a great turnout to watch the flag
football championship. As more students come see our
facilities, they start to want to participate in all the
sports that we offer," Cáceres said.
For more information on the tournaments or
other intramural sports activities, call 956-292-0839 or
stop by the intramural office located at Bronc Village.

Despite the festivities of
Senior Night at Edinburg
Baseball Stadium, the
University of Texas-Pan
American Broncs were
unable to close out the
home season with a victory.
Pan Am (20-27) dropped
the first game of the
doubleheader against UTSA
5-4, and the night cap 7-6.
The Roadrunners (25-25)
broke a 6-6 tie in the top of
the ninth to earn the win.
Lucas Stewart picked up the
win for the ’Runners, while
Johnny Gibson suffered the
loss for UTPA.
In the opening game, a
Bronc rally fell just short as
UTSA held on to win its
24th game of the season.
The Roadrunners
improved to 24-25 with the
victory, and UTPA dropped
its second straight game and
fell to 20-26 on the season.
Senior Travis Parker (3-4)
pitched a complete game in
a losing effort. that
increased his ERA to 7.47.
UTSA starting pitcher
Trey Rice pitched three
innings of one-hit ball to
pick up the win and
improved to 4-5. Lucas

Stewart notched his sixth
save of the season despite
giving up an unearned run
in the ninth.
UTSA systematically
built a 5-0 lead after six
innings by scoring a run in
every inning except the
fourth.
Pan Am woke up in the
bottom of the seventh by
tagging UTSA reliever Klae
Boehme for three runs on
five hits to cut the
Roadrunner lead to 5-3.
In the bottom of the
ninth, freshman Otis Powers
made it a one-run ball game
when he scored on
sophomore Marco Garza’s
fielder’s choice, making the
score 5-4.
However, Garza was
tagged out at second base
after Tony Ortiz’ fielder’s
choice to end the game and
any chance of a comeback.
The Broncs will conclude
the remainder of the 2003
season on the road with a
three-game series against
Southeastern Louisiana at
Hammond, La. beginning
Friday, May 2 and will wrap
up the year with a two-day,
four-game series (two
doubleheaders) in Las
Cruces, N.M. against New
Mexico State.

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Freshman Louie Alamia pulls back on a bunt against UTSA.
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Latest yearbook
to arrive Friday

By CINDY MATA
The Pan American

The University of Texas-Pan American’s
version of a yearbook is set to come out
Friday. After a year hiatus in the art
department this year’s issue of Panorama is
back in the hands of the communication
department, and UTPA’s 75th anniversary is
the main topic.
“Picking a theme for this year’s
magazine was not so hard since everything
in the university was already revolving
around the 75th anniversary,” said
Panorama editor Nadia Mercado. “All we
did was take it more in depth and show
what went on around campus.”
The book is titled “Past, Present and
Future,” and the university’s history is
described in an array of photographs as
well as with stories that reflect on what life
was like then and now. The stories
elaborate on the festivities, organizations,
and specific individuals who made this year

at UTPA stand out. It is designed to act as a
combination yearbook/magazine.
The Panorama staff worked throughout
the year to cover a variety of campus events
and met its self-imposed deadline of the
end of April. Last year’s edition was
produced by the art department.
“After an entire year of hard work, it will
be great seeing the magazine finally
finished and ready for everyone to see,”
Mercado said. The assistant editor for this
year’s book is Lorena Garcia, and the
adviser is Jackie Nirenberg, a lecturer in the
journalism department who was nominated
for Adviser of the Year. Communication
studies professor Dora Saavedra won the
award last week.
Panorama will be available at every
building on campus, giving faculty and
students an opportunity to obtain a copy.
Next year’s edition will be produced by Dr.
Kimberly Selber, who will assume duties as
advertising professor and Panorama adviser
in the fall.

FINISHED— The latest edition of the Panorama, a combination yearbook/magazine, is
set to hit the campus at the end of the week. The annual production is a yearlong project
put together by students in the Communication Department.

The hero to make his triumphant return
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
A large crowd gave him cheers of faith
and patriotism when he returned to South
Texas for the first time since his departure
to Iraq. The same thing will happen May
3.
Army Specialist Edgar Hernandez was
greeted with laughter and joy from family
and friends, and they weren’t the only
ones there to welcome him back from the
war. Over 150 people from Alton,
Hernandez’s hometown, and all over the
Valley were at the McAllen Miller Airport
on Sunday, April 27.
Hernandez, along with six other
American POWs [Prisoners of War] was
captured March 23, near Nasiriyah in
Iraq, when his convoy was attacked. The
soldiers were rescued by U.S. Marines on
April 13 near the city of Tikrit. April 19,
Hernandez was flown back to Fort Bliss
in El Paso, where he and the other
prisoners had been stationed.
When the communities of Alton and
Mission heard of Hernandez’s return to
the states, the city formed a committee to
plan an event to celebrate his
homecoming. The Alton community first
planned the event to be local, but people
and businesses from all over the Valley

“This is to
celebrate his
homecoming and
[our gratitude]
for serving us.
It’s going to be
major in our
community,”
Flores said. “It’s
a historical
event.”
Flores said the
parade starts at
10 a.m. in Alton
[Mission area]
on 5 Mile Line
on Bryan Road,
where Josepha
Municipal Park
is located. It will
then head west
and turn into
Conway, then
south up toward
James Nedock/The Monitor the Alton Park
and Recreational
ALTON SOLDIER— Edgar Hernandez survived an experience as a
Center. Postprisoner of war, and will be honored with a parade Saturday.
parade events
will take place
wanted to be a part of this special event,
at the park. There will be free food and
said Irma Flores, the food and volunteer
beverages and everyone is invited to
coordinator.
attend.

“There will be fajitas, chicken fajita
tacos, pico de gallo, soft drinks and so
much more. All of it is free,” Flores said.
“Come out and meet Edgar, it’s a
worthwhile historical event.”
“I know people were praying for a long
time [since his capture] and the outcome
turned out good. The event is a good
family patriotic celebration with a focus
on Edgar Hernandez,” she added. “He and
his family are so honored and they can’t
believe how everyone came together for
this. It’s really neat the way everyone is
coming together, the compassion is there.”
There were a number of Valley soldiers
in Iraq during the war, and Hernandez was
one of the most prominent. This week the
body of Los Fresnos native Edward
Anguiano was found and he was declared
the 138th U.S. casualty of the war. Juan
Garza of San Benito was also a Valley
casualty. The Scott twins of Brownsville
served and have come out unscathed so
far. Hernandez too is one of the lucky
ones; he made it back. And after a
harrowing experience as a prisoner of
war, his story has become a compelling
one.
When Flores heard that Hernandez was
returning to the Valley, she called the

See PARADE page 6

