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Between Two Worlds

Freshman standout continues to propel Broncs to
success with nine consecutive wins
By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American

Photo by Nader M. Siam/The Pan American

Freshman Oliver Steil plays fifth and sixth singles for the UTPA men’s tennis team.

The amazing freshman
from the Netherlands, Oliver
Steil, won his ninth
consecutive singles match to
propel the University of
Texas-Pan American men’s
tennis team to a 5-2 win over
visiting Lamar University on
Saturday at the Cox Tennis
Center.
The win was UTPA’s fifth
consecutive victory and they
improved to 8-4 and 1-1 in
the Southland Conference.
The first year marvel Steil
has been very impressive of
late torching the competition
and running off wins in nine
consecutive matches bringing
his record to 11-2 in singles
play for the season.
“Oliver is a very constant
player, all aspects of his
game are solid; he brings a
lot to our team,” said UTPA
head tennis coach Todd
Chapman. “I am not
surprised he is doing so well,
what does surprise me is how
he adapted so well his first
year in another country, in
college and all the pressures
on him.”
Chapman believes there is
more to Steil’s success than
sheer talent.
“I think with some

conditioning and work in the
weight room his game will
only get better,” he said.
According to Steil - the
Rio Grande Valley transplant
- personal records are an
accomplishment, but making
a contribution to the team is
what really matters.
“I am happy to be here
contributing to this team, I
want to work on my game
and improve,” he said.
“Coach Chapman has been
great helping me with many
different aspects of my
game.”
Steil who started playing
tennis in the street with his
father when he was five years
old, has always looked up to
German tennis great Boris
Becker.
“I have always loved
watching Boris Becker play,”
he said. “I try to play like he
does, with no fear and a
passion for the game. My
family and I used to stay up
all night watching tennis on
television and that’s where a
lot of love for the game
comes from.”
While winning nine
straight singles contests since
Feb. 12 against St. Mary’s is
quite an accomplishment for
Steil, the UTPA standout
feels there is still work to be
done.

“All I want to do is
improve my singles and
doubles play so our team
could make the NCAA
national tournament,” he
said.
According to Chapman,
doubles play continues to be
the prime area where the
team - including Steil - must
work hard to improve.
“The team has made
strides, but this year’s
doubles has been our Achilles
heel,” Chapman said. “We
got caught in some close
matches, and we didn’t make
the shots we needed. We
played well in singles.”
Finding success in his first
season of collegiate tennis,
Steil believes he can only get
better, and believes the team
will also improve.
“We have many of our
players coming back next
year the sky is the limit,” he
said.
Steil said he plans to stay
in the United States after
graduation.
“I think I would like to
maybe coach tennis,” he said.
“I have learned a lot from
coach Chapman.”
The Texas-Pan American
tennis teams will return to
action next Saturday, when
they play Oral Roberts in
Arlington, Texas.

Practice makes perfect for Moses
By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American
On March 15 Amy Moses made history
when she was the first athlete to represent
the University of Texas-Pan American at
the NCAA National Indoor Track and
Field Championships.
The 20-year-old from Edinburg North
High School finished 15th at the 20-pound
weight throw with a distance of 58 feet
and 4 1/2 inches. Not bad for a girl who
has only been throwing the weight for a
little over a year.
"Amy had an incredible season and for
her to even qualify was something,
considering the fact that last year was the

first year she ever threw the weight," said
head coach Ricky Vaughn. "She didn’t do
exactly as well as we hoped but she will
definitely learn from this."
A native of Winnipeg, Manitoba, the
Canadian moved to the Valley in March
1998 when her mother found a job
opportunity as a nurse at the McAllen
Medical Center. The move was not that
big of a cultural shock for Moses.
"It was weird at first but I was not
intimidated by the different culture
because my dad is black and my mom is
white," Moses said. "I grew up living
with different cultures."
She enrolled at Edinburg North High
School at the end of her sophomore year,

improved 13 feet since he got here,"
joined the track and field team and ended
Moses said.
up the track and field MVP as a
But potential is not all
senior and went to state in the
that is needed to be
discus throw, finishing fifth.
successful at the Division I
When she came to UTPA as a
level; hard work and
freshman in 2000, Moses found
dedication are also keys.
herself without a coach to help
Moses had to move back
her on her technique.
home last summer to
"We didn’t really have a
support her mother who has
coach for throwers so the guys
had four surgeries in the
(throwers) would help me out
past year, which made it
with my technique and stuff,"
more difficult financially for
she said.
the family. Through all the
The arrival of Vaughn the
adversity, Moses kept her
very next year had a big impact
Amy Moses
on Moses’ career. "He saw the
See MOSES page 14
potential that I had and I
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rancisca Vásquez and her 16-year-old son
live in a shack smaller than some closets,
without running water or electricity. But

While many people take the basic necessities of life for granted,
there are some families, particularly along the U.S.-Mexico
border, that survive without even a source of clean water

she says, “No tengo de que quejar me (I have
nothing to complain about).”
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
Upon arrival the family did not
She led her family to Alamo eight
know where to turn for assistance.
years ago looking for a better life.
“Venimos por necesidad (We came Things were difficult for them the
because of necessity),” Francisca, 47, first two years they lived in the U.S.
“We went through some hard times
said. “We needed to work and I
when we first moved,” Francisca
wanted my younger children to be
said. “My daughter’s son was so
able to attend school. Over there (in
small. We knew there was help
Mexico) we could not afford for
available, but we didn’t know where
them to go further than elementary.
to go.”
Here if you work you can at least
Although the rest of the family
afford to eat. Over there the money
adapted to the move well, after a year
you make is not enough and there is
of residing in the
no opportunity
Valley, Francisca’s
for
husband decided to
advancement.”
Over there the
move back to Rio
Just as many
Bravo, Tamaulipas
before them, the
money you make
where they
family crossed
is not enough
orignally moved
the Rio Grande,
from.
or as they know
and there is no
“He got
it, the Rio
opportunity for
impatient and
Bravo, to live in
could not
the land of
advancement.
understand the way
opportunity.
- Francisca Vasquez,
of life here,"
At the time
colonia resident
Francisca said.
her oldest child,
“We still have a
Claudia, was 19
relationship with
and her
him. My children see him about
youngest, José Francisco, who lives
three to four times a year. He doesn’t
with her, was only eight. Her other
want to come over here and we
children Dulce, Emilio, and Sandra
don’t want to go back. Maybe when
were in between.
José Francisco is done with school
All the children moved to the
United States voluntarily. Sandra, the we can move back. It is going to be
up to him.”
fourth child, was going on 11 and
Then two years after the move
hoped to study here.
and after the couple had another
“I wanted to come so that I could
baby, Claudia’s husband also
attend school,” Sandra said. “I
returned to Mexico, but not by
wanted to study to be a
choice.
cosmetologist.”
“We had some problems in our
Claudia was already married and
marriage,” Claudia said. “He hit me
her first child was three-months-old
once during a fight and the police
when they moved. She and her
were called. He was deported.”
husband came to work.
Claudia remarried five years ago
“I came following my mom,”
and now has another boy who is
Claudia said. “We came to work and
three years old. Dulce is also
better our lives. In Mexico my sister
married and has four children.
Dulce and I started working at 15
and my brother Emilio at 13. We still Emilio and his wife have three
weren’t making it. We knew it would
be better here.”
See FAMILY page 12

“

Ashley Brooks/The Pan American
(Above) - The yard beside the home of Francisca Vasquez and her
youngest son, José Francisco, is cluttered with possessions because their
home is not large enough to accommodate them.

“
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Francisca Vasquez, a colonia
resident in Alamo, talks while three
of her grandchildren, Joanna, Ismael
and Ernesto, play. Francisca, a
native of Mexico, has lived in the
United States for eight years.
Ashley Brooks/The Pan American
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OPINION

Praise for Davila’s story
Dear Editor,
Thank you for printing the article of the
American solders now in Iraq. The man
on the front page is my dad, Alex Davila
Sr., and Alex Jr. is my older brother. My
name is Annette Contreras and I live in
Wisconsin. I have not seen my brother in
over a year.
When I read the story it touched my
heart, and right now my whole family is
taking it very hard, especially my parents.
When the article came out, it made my
family very proud of my brother. For the
person who wrote the article and put the
pictures together, I just wanted to say,
“thank you.”
Annette Contreras
P.S. - My kids loved seeing their grandpa and uncle in the paper, so thanks again.

More Davila
Dear Editor,
I have to say, The Pan American did a
marvelous piece on my Uncle and wonderful, fearless cousin, Alex Davila Jr. I
know that my entire family is grateful in
your honoring his position in this terrible
war.
Although if I could point out one very
important fact and I know my cousin
would appreciate it. He is married to a
wonderful, faithful woman, Zelma Davila,
and they have two beautiful young daughters, Annecia and Abrie. They are worth
mentioning, for they are at a true loss
without their companion, husband and
dad.
Thanks again for a wonderful and
deserving story.
Deanna R. Vereb, cousin to Alex
Davila
Houston

Their right to say it
Dear Editor,
Alright kids, I attended the peace rally
held on campus. Mind you I was not there
in any way to show my support for the
event. In fact I strongly agree with and
support the current direction our administration is heading in, well the war effort
actually.
I didn’t vote for the yahoos, but once in
office I try to only see and support the
office of Presidency. I attended the peace
rally because I DO strongly support people’s right to speak their minds. I also
wanted to hear arguments against the war;
I’m not omnipotent, and the facts I have
may be wrong.
I wasn’t swayed by any of the arguments, except not to judge all Muslims by
the actions of a few. Of course, I knew
this already; good Texan upbringing.
I still support the war effort, and I support the idea of students and staff to be
able to express their ideas on campus, to
speak freely on whatever they want.
Again, I support the war. Fine, I’ll
agree, it’s not in my backyard, or even on

sports

March 27, 2003

letters

■

my continent, and I’m not all to fond of
the folks in the Middle East. Again these
are personal opinions that I am allowed to
express on campus and in this nation, and
I like this.
Though I didn’t in anyway agree with
the rally, I gladly was there to observe
and see people using their right to free
speech. Have I mentioned I strongly support the war idea? Or the idea of removing Saddam? Because I do.
“If all young people in America were to
act as you intend to act, the country
would be defenseless and easily delivered
into slavery.” Albert Einstein in a Letter
to a pacifist, 1941.
Rene Villalon Jr.
Senior
Psychology Department

Marine supporter
Dear Editor,
Early in my youth, I decided that one
day I would be part of the United States
Armed Forces. It simply made sense to
me that any honorable citizen should do
his or her part to serve this country. It
didn't necessarily have to be military service but any other volunteer work would
certainly benefit this nation.
Several years later I dragged my parents
to the Marine Recruiting office to sign for
me (I was only seventeen), and spent my
senior year in high school wondering why
it was that I wanted to be a U.S. Marine
so bad. Joining the service wasn't exactly
popular in my sphere of influence.
Students and friends would continually
ask me why I had chosen to leave and to
the Marines, "where you will surely 'die'".
I had a hard time responding and my
answer was never clearly understood by
them.
One day I found myself reading a book
titled “Night” by Elie Wiesel for my
English class. Although senioritis had definitely set-in, I could not seem to pull
myself away from this book. It greatly
upset me to read how horrid the Jewish
population in Europe had been treated by
the Nazis, especially the Gestapo and the
secret police. As I finished reading the
book, I slammed it on my desk and realized, "That's it! That's why I am joining."
Throughout Wiesel's entire account, I
was distraught by the fact that these
Jewish civilians were helpless and
defenseless against the Nazi regime. This
oppressing government needed to meet its
match and the United States Armed
Forces would be it. I decided the focal
point of me having joined the Marine
Corps was to aid the oppressed and in
preventing such atrocities like the
Holocaust from happening in my generation.
I understood I would be at the mercy of
my government but unlike so many people
of my age group, I had faith in it.
In 1997, I graduated from high school
and left for Marine boot-camp two days

editorials
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cartoons

later. During my four years of service, the
Marine Corps changed my life and I
enjoyed every bit of it. Although I was
never summoned to war, and I’m grateful
for that, I did manage to travel and meet
some of the people of the world.
The "hate" that the world seems to have
for the U.S. is grotesquely exaggerated by
the media and even professors. If there
was only one way I could describe all the
people I came across whether in Australia,
Singapore, Tonga, or Fiji, it would be to
say that we are truly all the same. We
shared the same thoughts, experiences,
smiles, and feelings no matter what part
of the globe we found ourselves in. Once
the language barrier had been breached,
there was no stopping the camaraderie
that ensued.
However, there was one place that
amazed me the most and that was Kuwait
and its people. I spent a few weeks there
as a part of the 10th anniversary of the
liberation of Kuwait. President George
Bush, Sr., Margaret Thatcher, Colin
Powell, and General Schwarzkopf were
among the people in attendance. Yet, I
was much more excited to have met the
Kuwaiti people.
I saw in their eyes and heard in their
words the appreciation they felt for our
presence in their country. They slept well
at night knowing the U.S. Marines were
standing guard on their borders ready for
any Iraqi onslaught that might occur. That
is the closest I ever came to realizing my
goal of being part of a force that protected
a peaceful people.
After having studied the Persian Gulf
War and the Somali Crisis, I theoretically
lectured to my Marines that "we" were the
generation of the desert. Not in a romantic
sense, but in preparation for a possible
future war. I left the Marine Corps in June
2001 only to experience September 11
outside my tour of service. This event
found the American Forces in Afghanistan
and now in Iraq fighting terrorism and
tyranny.
As much as I wish things could be
solved peacefully, war nevertheless
remains the last resort to ensure the security of this nation. War continues to be
hell, and this nation never fails to produce
the great men and women in whom we
entrust to carry out the decisions of this
nation's leaders. While we keep them in
our hearts, thoughts, and prayers, take solace in knowing that their unselfish actions
will free the people of a nation terrorized
for way too long. And in recognition of
their accomplishments, I am reminded of
what a U.S. President (Reagan) once said;
"Some people spend an entire lifetime
wondering if they've made a difference.
The Marines don't have that problem."
Long live the United States, and success
to the Marines.
Semper Fi,
Adrian Morales
Sophomore, UTPA Student

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?
The Pan American wants to hear what you have to say about stories,
current events or anything you want to rant about. Send your responses
to panameditor@hotmail.com
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New coach prepared to
NCAA pick ’em:
guide Lady Broncs to wins team sounds off
that if we can focus on surrounding
the nucleus of returners with a more
consistent quality of skilled players,
the program can make a turn to
stability."
The Lady Broncs will return two
starters from this year’s squad, point
guard Amanda Carlow and shooting
guard Jennifer Piwonka, and will
only have two seniors on the roster.
"We lost four seniors who played
a lot of minutes and there’s big
shoes to fill," said guard Mary
Decock.
"I think we need quicker guards
and bigger posts so we can match
up against both more athletic and
bigger teams," said Carlow.
The fans can look forward to a
well balanced team in which
teamwork will be in display.
"I think we’ll all contribute and I
don’t think we’ll have only one or
two players stepping up every
night," said Decock.
"My goal with young people is to
teach ‘them before self’ and if that
goal is accomplished, the victories
will fall into place," said Craft.
Craft is ready to lead the Lady
Broncs and likes what the future
holds for her team.
"I accepted the position at UTPA
because I believe that with the right
outside support, the women’s
basketball program is at its turning
point," she said.

City, Kan.
Afterward, Craft became assistant
coach for the Richmond Rage of the
American Basketball League. When
With their fourth head coach in
the ABL folded, Craft became the
three years, the Lady Bronc
top assistant coach and recruiting
basketball team seems to be in very
coordinator at San Diego State.
good hands to start working toward
After a year at San Diego State,
next season. DeAnn Craft will lead
Craft became Lamar’s head coach.
the women next season as they will
Under Craft’s tutelage, Lamar
try to keep moving in the right
posted a 12-16 record during the
direction.
2000-2001. The Cardinals finished
Craft knows her basketball and
10-10 in the Southland Conference
understands what her players have
that year, their best conference
to face. She grew up in a family in
finish ever.
which basketball was very
"I owe a great deal of
present. Her father and
my basketball background
brother both played at the
to my father and brother,"
collegiate level.
said Craft, who takes over
She was an outstanding
for Tracy Anderson at the
college basketball player
helm of a team that won
at Central Florida,
seven games this season.
averaging 20.9 points per
"They have been
game as a senior in 1987,
instrumental in my
ranked among the top 40
knowledge of the game
players nationally in
DeAnn Craft
and in teaching me the
scoring, and leading the
sportsmanship that is involved."
nation with a free-throw percentage
Craft will bring her experience to
of 92.6 percent.
a Lady Bronc team who will need
Craft began her coaching career
strong recruiting to be competitive
as a graduate assistant at Central
in the next few seasons.
Florida before taking on a four-year
"My experience at other
assistant coaching position at
institutions, the maturity I’ve gained
Wichita State.
through the profession and the
As a head coach, Craft compiled
recruiting contacts I’ve maintained
a 66-30 record in a three-year stint
will be beneficial in helping to lead
at the helm of Cowley County
this program," said Craft. "I believe
Community College in Arkansas

By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American

UTPA Baseball Schedule
Date
Feb. 1
Feb. 2
Feb. 2
Feb. 10
Feb. 10
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 16
Feb. 19
Feb. 19
Feb. 22
Feb. 22
Feb. 23
Feb. 26
Feb. 27
Mar. 1
Mar. 2
Mar. 4
Mar. 7
Mar. 8
Mar. 9
Mar. 11
Mar. 12

Opponent
SWT
Sch. (DH)
Schreiner
Lamar (DH)
Lamar
Lamar
California
Nebraska
SWT.
Inc. Word (DH)
Inc. Word
Ark.-Monticello (DH)
Ark.-Monticello
Ark.-Monticello
Texas Tech
Texas Tech
TAMUCC (DH)
TAMUCC
Reynosa (Exhib.)
TAMU
TAMU
TAMU
Sam Houston State
Sam Houston State

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

UTPA/Al Ogletree Classic (March 14-16)
Iona vs. Illinois
5-1 Illinois
Prairie View
W 16-3
Iona vs. Prairie View
9-1 Iona
Illinois
L 4-0
Illinois vs. Prairie View
13-0 Illinois
Iona
W 9-8

N/A
H
N/A
H
N/A
H

Mar. 17
Mar. 18
Mar. 26

Iona
Iona
SWT (DH)

W 6-1
W 14-2
L 5-0, L 9-4

H
H
A

Date
Apr. 5
Apr. 12
Apr. 16

Date

Opponent

Site

Time

Bold indicates home match

Mar. 28
Mar. 29
Apr. 1
Apr. 5
Apr. 6
Apr. 8
Apr. 11
Apr. 12
Apr. 13
Apr. 15
Apr. 16
Apr. 22
Apr. 23
Apr. 30
May 2
May 3
May 4
May 16
May 17

Dallas Baptist
H
Dallas Baptist
H
TAMUK (DH)
H
TAMUCC (DH)
A
TAMUCC
A
Texas
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Texas
A
Texas-San Antonio
A
Texas-San Antonio (DH) H
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
NMSU (DH)
A
NMSU (DH)
A

7 p.m.
4 p.m.
3 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Noon
6:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
5 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
2/8 p.m.
2/8 p.m.

UTPA Men’s Golf Schedule

14
14
15
15
16
16

Result
W 11-3
W 13-4
W 7-1
L 10-16
W 3-2
L 2-9
L 5-20
L 1-9
L 3-12
L 8-12 (10)
W 4-0
W 15-0
W 2-1
L 5-6
W 15-2, W 6-5
L 7-3
L 7-4
L 14-2
L 7-5
L 7-4
W 3-2 (10)
L 14-5

Site
H
H
H
H
H
H
A
A
A
H
H
H
H
H
Canceled
Canceled
H
H
H
A
A
A
H
H

Other Schedules
UTPA Track & Field Schedule
Date

Opponent

Site

March 29
Apr. 3-5
Apr. 12

Angela Proctor Open
Texas Relays
Stephen F. Austin
Dogwood Inv.
Southwestern Bell
Classic
Drake Relays
Texas Invitational
UTPA Open
NCAA Regionals
NCAA Championships

Edinburg
Austin

Apr. 18-19
Apr. 24-26
May 3
May 17
May 30-31
June 11-14

SFA
Waco
Des Moines
Austin
Edinburg
Lincoln
Sacramento

UTPA Men’s Tennis Schedule
Date

Opponent

Site

March 29
March 30
Apr. 4
Apr. 5
Apr. 9
Apr. 12
Apr. 25-27

Oral Roberts
*Texas-Arlington
Texas A&M-CC
*Centenary
Rice
*UTSA
*Conf.Tourney

Arlington
Arlington
Corpus Christi
UTPA
Houston
UTPA
SA

Bold indicates Home Match
* indicates Southland Conference match
UTPA Women’s Tennis Schedule

Date

Opponent
Centenary
Texas A&M-CC
McNeese State

Opponent

Site
UTPA
UTPA
UTPA

Site

Apr. 7-8

Diet Pepsi Shocker
Classic
Wichita, KS
May 9-11 National Minority Golf
Championships
Pt. St. Lucie
UTPA Women’s Golf Schedule
Date

Opponent

April 9-12

EKU Lady Colonel
Classic
Richmond KY
National Minority Golf
Championships
Pt. St. Lucie

May 9-11

Bold indicates home event

Site

State of Texas well represented in
Women’s NCAA Tourney where toughest
teams set to collide
By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American
The Sweet 16 is set for the
NCAA women’s basketball
tournament and the two Texas
powerhouses are still standing.
The Texas Longhorns in the
West and the
Texas Tech Lady
Raiders in the
Midwest were
both seeded
second and had
no major
troubles getting
through. The
Lady Raiders

COMMENTARY
had a scare in the second round
against UC-Santa Barbara, but
held on to win it by four, 72-68.
Two other teams from the Lone
Star State made it to the big
dance. Texas Christian University,
seeded no. 9 in the East, fell to
the defending champion
University of Connecticut in the
second round, 81-66. Southwest
Texas State fell in the first round
to a much more talented and
athletic Louisiana State
University, 86-50.
It seems like number three was
an unlucky number in this year’s
tourney, as those seeds lost all
their second round matchups.
All the number one and number
two seeds remain and the biggest
upset of the tournament so far
came in the East with no. 11
Notre-Dame beating no. 3 Kansas
State in the second round, 59-53,
to earn a match against the no. 2
seed in the East, Purdue
University.
The Lady Raiders will face
New Mexico on Saturday, while
the Longhorns will be back in
action on Sunday against
Minnesota for a chance to
advance to the Elite 8.
As for my picks, Villanova,
UConn, Duke and Texas will
reach the Final Four, and UConn
will take the title.
Some of the Lady Broncs’ picks
for the Final Four:
Assistant coach
Kate Galligan
Final Four:
Tennessee,
UConn, Texas,
Duke
Champ: Duke

Senior Naima
Williams
Final Four:
Tennessee,
UConn, LSU,
Duke
Champ: UConn
Sophomore
Jennifer Arriola
Final Four:
Villanova,
UConn, Texas,
Duke
Champ: Duke
Junior Mary
DeCock
Final Four:
Colorado,
UConn,
Minnesota, Duke
Champ: UConn
Senior Michelle
Smith
Final Four:
Tennessee,
UConn, Texas,
Duke
Champ: UConn
Soph. Clarisse
Arredondo
Final Four:
Tennessee,
UConn, LSU,
Duke
Champ: Duke
Senior Julie
Porter
Final Four:
Tennessee,
UConn, LSU, Duke
Champ: Duke

Soph. Jennifer
Piwonka
Final Four:
Tennessee,
UConn, Texas,
Duke
Champ: UConn
• Alex Gravel is a sports reporter
for The Pan American, as well as
UTPA’s all-time leading scorer in
women’s basketball history.
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
SWT sweeps UTPA
The Southwest Texas State Bobcats took Wednesday
night’s double header against the Broncs, winning the
first game 5-0, and the nightcap 9-4. UTPA’s Louie
Alamia extended his hitting streak to 21 games, one
shy of the school record.

Broncs reschedule games
UTPA’s baseball game against Dallas Baptist on
Saturday, March 29 has been rescheduled to 4 p.m. The
game was originally scheduled to be played at 7 p.m.
On April 1, Pan Am’s single game against Texas A&MKingsville has been rescheduled to a doubleheader and
will begin at 3 p.m.
On March 25, the Broncs’ game against Southwest
Texas State was rained out after two scoreless innings.
The game was made up on March 26 as part of a
doubleheader.

Men take 19th, women
capture 12th in recent events
The University of Texas-Pan American men’s golf
team finished 19th at the 22-team Furman
Intercollegiate at the Furman University Golf Course
on March 23. UTPA finished with a 54-hole total of
935. Virginia Tech won the tournament with an 869
total. On March 25, the women’s golf team finished

12th at the 12-team Baylor-Tapatio Springs Shootout
at the Tapatio Springs Resort in Waco. The Lady
Broncs finished the 54-hole tournament with a total of
1,003. Illinois won the tournament with a 918 score.

Track and field athletes set
personal records
UTPA’s track and field team set 12 personal records
at the UTSA/Whataburger Relays held at Gustafson
Stadium last Saturday in San Antonio. Sophomore
Westly Keating placed third overall in the hurdles
(14.52 seconds) and sophomore Marlin Manley was
placed second in the high jump at 6-8. Freshman Amy
Torvik finished in second place at 400 meters (57.24
seconds).
Sophomore Rowena Hamlet also notched a personal
best at the 400 (57.61 seconds). Freshman Jessica
Ehimika won her division at 400 meters in 1:01:85
while five Lady Broncs had personal bests in the
1,500-meter run.

Middleweights set for
showdown in Philly
Frenchman Mourade Hakkar will take on Bernard
Hopkins of Philadelphia for his undisputed
middleweight title in a 12-round bout at the First
Union Spectrum (broadcast on HBO) in Philadelphia
on March 29.
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MOSES

continued from page 16

head up and found a
new dedication to her
sport.
"I learned to
dedicate myself and
put my whole heart
into something and it
brought me something
good," she said.
Moses’ daily
workout is at least 3
and-a-half hours long
and consists of many
things. She starts off
by warming up for 30
minutes on the track
by doing some
spinning drills and
stretching. Then it
takes her about an
hour and a half to
execute at least 30
throws, before she hits
the weight room for
another hour and a
half.
"It is hard to find a
time for everything
but I find a way to get
it done," she said.
Getting to the
national
championships is an
experience that Moses
will never forget. "It
was awesome and it
was overwhelming,"
she said. "It’s amazing
that God blessed me
with this opportunity

considering all the
circumstances that
were going on with
my family this past
year."
Moses’ future plans
are to make it to the
Olympic tryouts in
2004 and eventually
throw for Canada in
the Olympics. Until
then, she will keep
working to try to
improve her distances
in the weight throw
and the hammer
throw.
"This year I want to
hit 205 feet in the
hammer throw," she
said. "I am now at
195 feet."
Moses will have a
chance to see where
her hard work is
taking her this
Saturday, at the
Angela Procter
Invitational, here at
the UTPA track. Her
performance will not
count for the NCAA
since she is
redshirting the
outdoor track season,
but it will give her
more experience in
competition. The
throwing events will
kick off at 11 a.m.
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Chavez march remembers leader
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
Ten years after his death, the people of South
Texas still remember one of their most valued
heroes. This Saturday, the city of Edinburg will
host the second annual Cesar E. Chavez Day
Celebration beginning with a march at 9 a.m.,
from 10th Street and West University Drive,
proceeding down to Sugar Road and north to the
Edinburg Baseball Stadium.
The festivities will continue at the stadium
with speakers, entertainment, food booths and
exhibits until 1 p.m.
The celebration is an event designed to
acknowledge the life of Chavez, a leader who
stirred millions of Americans to seek social
justice and civil rights for the poor in society and
meanwhile grabbed the attention of the nation.
Chavez, who died in 1993 at age 66, was
born in Arizona and began life as a migrant
worker. The World War II veteran labored in the
fields of California and became a leading labor
activist. He is remembered for many things,
among them the grape boycott he led in the
early 1970s.
Most of his work came on behalf of the
United Farmworkers. Founded by Chavez in the
1960s, the UFW was created to organize
agricultural workers in demonstrating for their
rights, many of them Mexican-Americans.
It has been over 30 years since the UFW
initially started working for the rights of migrant
workers and yet it is continuously active.
Chavez was one of the most influential people
who joined the fight to gain respect for
fieldworkers, and he stands as one major symbol
of the farmworker struggle which continues
today. He is perhaps the best known Latino
political figure, along the lines of freedom
fighters like Che Guevara as an icon for
millions.
The people of the Valley, who were involved

in their own
struggles for
labor rights in
that era, will
join together
in Edinburg,
Weslaco, and
other towns, to
celebrate the
memory of
Chavez.
Manuel
Ochoa is the
co-chairman
of the event
and hopes that
the
community
will be
anxious to
participate in
the activities.
“We’re hoping to bring an awareness about
Hispanic leaders that need to be recognized, and
the public will see that they can accomplish
whatever they want to,” Ochoa said.
“Considering the large number of Hispanics
living in the area we really wanted to bring
something like this to the people, something
they can relate to.”
This community event has sponsors ranging
from around South Texas, including the
McAllen Hispanic Chamber of Commerce,
Region One Education Service Center, Texas
Attorney General’s Office, Texas Migrant
Council, Texas Workforce Solutions, La Joya
school district, Mission High School, and
United Farm Workers.
Cynthia Sakulenzki, President of the McAllen
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, sad that along
with the celebration on Saturday, Friday night
will be special to students across the area, from
Brownsville to Laredo. One hundred of the top
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Cesar E. Chavez

migrant students from Region I, along with their
parents, will be recognized at a dinner reception
with keynote Kerry Kennedy Cuomo, daughter
of the late Robert F. Kennedy and a human
rights activist. Immediately after the dinner
reception there will be a private cocktail
reception for the sponsors at the home of
Hidalgo County Judge Ramon Garcia.
“The migrant students will be able to be
involved with this great speaker who will
educate them to what he (Chavez) did for them
and their families,” Sakulenzki said. “Chavez
dedicated his entire life to bring relief to the
migrant workers to change the agricultural laws
and issues such as the restricting house policies.
We are just giving something back.“
Ochoa agrees with Sakulenzki and thinks that
students will be very exited to hear the speaker.
“I think the youth will identify with it [the
dinner and celebration],” Ochoa said. “They will
definitely feel good when they see the

Red Cross busy year ‘round
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American

Though the month of March is almost over,
the South Texas Red Cross Chapter celebrated
its annual Red Cross Month by spreading
information about the services they provide for
the Rio Grande Valley. Members also
celebrated the history of The American Red
Cross.
According to Michael Huckabee, executive
director of the South Texas Chapter, the local
chapter was formed July 1, 1998 by a merger
of the two remaining chapters serving the
RGV.
The two were originally the West Cameron
County Chapter and the Rio Grande Valley
Chapter.
“Now there is one Red Cross Chapter
serving the entire Valley, the South Texas
Chapter,” Huckabee said.
Huckabee said that most people do not know
the Red Cross is not a government agency.
Therefore the organization is not funded by the
government. One hundred percent of funds
used to provide Red Cross services come from

donations made by individuals, organizations,
business and corporations.
“Not one penny from the government and/or
your tax dollars,” Huckabee said.
Although there is a paid staff whose primary
duty is to make certain of the delivery of Red
Cross services, it is a volunteer run
organization. There is a Board of Directors
made up of volunteers from throughout the
Valley, Huckabee added.
The American Red Cross was chartered by
the United States Congress in 1905 and is in
charge of two specific tasks: disaster
preparedness and relief, and Armed Forces
Emergency Services.
When a catastrophic event takes place, such
as a hurricane, tornado, earthquake, flood, the
American Red Cross is there to provide relief
and assistance to the victims. When no such
events are taking place the American Red
Cross is still there 365 days a year to help those
in need in any other disaster such as a single
family fire.
“If you and your family are standing outside
your destroyed home in nothing but your
bathrobes, have nothing left and no where to

go,” Huckabee said. “That is a disaster and the
South Texas Chapter is there to help.”
Another service the Red Cross provides and
people are not aware of is Armed Forces
Emergency Communications. When there is
an emergency in a Service member’s family,
the family is encouraged to contact the Chapter
who will then verify the emergency with the
assistance of hospitals, doctors and funeral
homes, etc. Then, the Chapter will deliver a
verified Red Cross message to the Service
member who can take that message to his or
her Commanding Officer to request Emergency
Leave if needed.
Since the formation of the South Texas
Chapter, the Valley has been helped in a variety
of ways.
At this time Red Cross stations throughout
the Valley are collecting “quality of life items”
to send to the troops who fighting in the war
against Iraq and is requesting the Community
support the unexpected expense to send all the
items over seas.
“There is bombing going on over there and
we want to help the troops in every which way
we can,” Huckabee said.

recognition that Hispanic people can receive.”
Sakulenzki also said that this will not only
bring acknowledgment to a great man, but to the
migrant workers and everything they have been
through as well. They are beneficiaries of the
hard work that the devoted Chavez did.
Yet while the youth of South Texas are being
exposed to a part of their history, other
generations are able to open a window to their
past experiences.
Yolanda Martinez, a longtime resident of
Mercedes, knows about the benefits that Chavez
was fighting so strongly for. She began migrant
work with her family in first grade and didn’t
stop until she graduated high school. Martinez
said she would leave school in March and
always start several months into the new school
year due to the different crop seasons.
“I first heard about Cesar and all he was
doing for the people when I was in college,”
Martinez said. “I had already stopped migrant
work, but my friends and I were so glad that
someone would do that for us. It was finally
time that someone to take a stand.”
Martinez said that she still remembers the
problems that they faced while traveling through
northern states. Public housing was sometimes
so poor that there was no indoor plumbing for
the separate families.
“The wages were so low considering the
work we were doing, and I still remember how
awful it was when pesticide would be sprayed
over the fields where we would be working,”
she said.
Although now a elementary school teacher
with children who will never know what it felt
like to work as migrants, Martinez never forgot
what Chavez did for her and her future.
“I would love to attend an event that
celebrated the life of Cesar,” she said. “Even
though times are still tough for migrant workers,
it could have been a lot worse if Cesar didn’t
fight for us.”

RED CROSS
INFORMATION
■ Over $27,000 was provided to Valley
Servicemen and women in Emergency Relief
Grants.
■ The South Texas Chapter has responded
to 565 disasters ranging from Single Family
Fires to Hurricane Bret, from localized
flooding to windstorms, from the South Padre
Island Bridge Collapse to a motel fire,
spending over $558,000 in Direct Disaster
Relief.
■ 2766 emergency messages have been
delivered from Valley families to Servicemen
and women stationed throughout the world.

To become a volunteer call or stop by the
nearest South Texas Chapter office. In
Brownsville, 700 E. Levee, Suite 207, 5415206, in Harlingen, 16281 N. Expressway 83,
423-0523, or in Pharr, 425 W. State St., 7877851.
To make a financial contribution, P.O. Box
2202, Harlingen, Texas, 78551-2202. All
donations made to the South Texas Chapter,
unless designated otherwise, remain in the
Valley to assist in providing Red Cross
Services to Valley residents.
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Do you think reporters
should be embedded with
coalition troops?

Campus
VO I C E

Adriana Garcia
Music
Sophomore
It’s okay because they choose to go. If
they want to risk their lives it’s for the
good of keeping us informed.

Anant R. Deshpande
Manufacturing Engineering
Graduate
Yes. Reporters are the bridging gap
between the world which consists of
commoners and the men of war. It is
because of reporters that the world is
shown the true picture.

Ganti Raghavender Rao
Manufacturing Engineering
Graduate
Yes. Absolutely. That would relieve us
of the blame that has been cast upon
us and to show the world that we are
right.

Sandra Alcocer
Social Studies Composite
Junior
Yes, because the public has the
right to know what’s going on firsthand and by having a reporter
present, people get a better account
of the reality of war.

Mariel Perez
Pre Pharmacy
Freshman
No, because I think about their families
and their safety. In my opinion we have
enough technology and the means to find
out the news without risking human lives.
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Claudia Vasquez, a colonia resident living
near Alamo. “So we have to make do with
what we have and can afford.”
But families living in these colonias face
greater problems than just where to get a
drink of fresh water. Health problems also
plague colonias, creating a great concern not
only for residents, but health officials as well.
“Due to their dilapidated homes, lack of
facilities, and flood plain location, these
residents are ideal candidates for diseases

such as hepatitis A, salmonella, dysentery and
cholera,” said Tanina Valdez, a Health and
Human Services case worker with the Texas
Department of Health. “Tuberculosis is also a
common health threat, which occurs mostly
twice as frequently along the border than
Texas as a whole.
“They [colonia residents] usually have
difficulty in accessing our health facilities,
and fear in losing time from work, that they
make no time to bring in their children,” she

Ashley Brooks/The Pan American
This lot in an Alamo colonia houses a mother and her son. The streets are unpaved and most
homes are without clean water, electricity, and sewer lines.

FAMILY
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said. “They as well are
uneducated in reference
to our medical
assistance programs.”
Because of the
NAME
HOUSEHOLDS PER CAPITA
INCOME
potentially serious
consequences for
$4,102
Cameron Park, Texas *
1,209
public health and
effects on quality of
$4,221
Mila Doce, Texas *
1,010
life, the greatest
$4,355
Kiryas Joel Village, N.Y.
2,273
concerns regarding the
colonias is the lack safe
$4,566
Rio Bravo, Texas *
1,186
potable water, and
$4,789
Progreso, Texas *
1,035
sewage disposable.
Because most colonias
$5,180
La Homa, Texas *
2,441
lack a proper drainage
system, water collects
$5,259
Alton North, Texas *
1,081
in the road and sewage
$5,377
San Luis, Ariz.
3,018
can pool on the ground.
But even if the colonias
$5,719
Whiteriver, Ariz.
1,306
had adequate sewer
$5,849
Hidalgo, Texas *
1,733
systems, the border
area lacks sufficient
* in the Rio Grande Valley
SOURCE: Valley Baptist Foundation
facilities to treat the
wastewater.
of residents will never enjoy even the most
Although in recent years the Texas
basic of necessities; clean water, indoor
Legislature has passed several bills allocating
plumbing and electricity.
money for colonia improvements, thousands

Poorest places in the U.S.

continued from page 1

children and Sandra, now 18, has
two.
Sandra began her family at the
early age of 15. She stayed in school
after having her first child while her
mother, Francisca, helped raise the
baby. However after her second
child, who is now two months old,
she had to drop out of school.
“I was in love and it just
happened,” Sandra said, explaining
her first pregnancy. “My parents
were really upset. My dad didn’t
talk to me for a year. Finally when
Joanna was three months (old) he

spoke to me. I guess after seeing the
baby he couldn’t stay mad at me. I
don’t regret my babies though. I am
going to go back to school soon. I
have to.”
Sandra is living with her baby
boy’s father. They bought a trailer
from her mother, leaving Francisca
and José Francisco to now live in
the shack they once used for
storage.
“Mami sold us the trailor for
$500,” Sandra said. “She paid
$1,500 for it. I like it because it has
everything already.”

Francisca didn’t mind giving up
her home for her daughter, whom
she felt needed it more than she did.
“I sold my trailer to my youngest
daughter because her and her kids
really needed it,” Francisca said. “I
sacrificed for her but now I’m in
this situation. My niece gave us a
house, but we need to move it over
here. We can’t afford to.”
Two years ago, la familia
Vásquez all moved to the same
street in a colonia outside of Alamo.
Most live next door to each other.
Francisca lives at the end of the
road. Next to her is an empty lot
where Emilio lived, but recently had
to move because he could no longer
afford the lot payment. In the
following lots live Sandra and
Dulce.
“A friend used to live in this lot,”

Francisca said, explaining how they
ended up moving into the colonia.
“He couldn’t make the payment so
he had to move. I liked it because
the payment was economical. The
land was sold to us for $3,000, but
the monthly payments are only
$123. That is something we can
afford. If we can pay that then we
are okay. After that, whatever else
we cannot afford, too bad. At least
we have a secure place to live.”
“You move in the lot hoping that
someday you may be able to pay it
off,” said Francisca, who makes her
living by selling things at a flea
market that were either given to her
or that she purchased from garage
sales. “It’s hard though because you
never know what the future holds.
You never know how much you are
going to make each month.”

Ashley Brooks/The Pan American
(Above) - Ernesto Perez gets a drink from a makeshift faucet in his
grandmother’s front yard.

Ashley Brooks/The Pan American

(Left) - Ismael Compean (standing) and Ernesto Perez, grandchildren of
Francisca Vasquez, play in one of the Vasquez family’s lots.

Francisca’s priority is to pay off
the lot and find a way to move the
house there. Then she plans on
finding a way to get electricity. After
that she would like to be able to
have running water available in the
house. But for now she depends on
her daughters, Claudia and Dulce,
for basic needs like food, baths, and
rides.
Claudia is currently financially
better off than the rest of the family.
She says she finally has everything
she needs.
“I don’t have to work. I have my
house. I have my kids. We are fine,”
Claudia said. “I don’t need anything
else. I don’t need a bigger house. A
mi me gusta mi casita (I like my
small house).”
Though the move to the United
States has allowed la familia
Vásquez to prosper more so than in
Mexico, not all changes have been
good. José Francisco does not even
want to visit Mexico anymore.
“He says that he doesn’t like it
over there,” Francisca said. “I can’t
blame him. His life is here."
However, Francisca said that as
long as she is alive she will teach
her grandchildren who they are and
where they came from.
“It’s their lives and once they
grow up it will be up to them to
keep their culture,” Francisca said.
“But I am going to do my best to
teach them when they are young.
Son Mexicans aunque nacieron aquí
(They are Mexicans even if they
were born here).”
Francisca does not worry too
much about herself. She has
accomplished what she wanted. Her
children and grandchildren’s futures
are full of hope.
“I am already old, but my son can
prosper in the future,” Francisca
said.
“Me gusta el porvenir de mis
hijos. Eso es lo importante (I like
what the future holds for my
children. That is what is
important.)"

March 27, 2003

THE PAN AMERICAN

Page 5

Edinburg mayor reflects, campaigns
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
City politics have always had an important
role to play in the Rio Grande Valley, and with
the area growing at record rates between 1990
and 2000, stewardship of local institutions has
become even more vital.
In Edinburg, the latest population figure was
48,000, up more than 15,000 from the last U.S.
Census. For the past decade, Joe Ochoa has had
the honor of being the leader of the community
by serving as mayor of Edinburg.
Ochoa first took office in 1993, and has since
served four terms as mayor. Before becoming
mayor, Ochoa served three terms on the
Edinburg School Board and has been a past
board member of Edinburg Hospital, Edinburg
Jaycees and Lions Club. The local business
owner is a graduate of Edinburg High School
and the University of Texas-Austin, where he
earned a bachelor’s degree in pharmacy.
He’s had a decade to work for Edinburg, and
will be tested this spring in elections, as Richard
Garcia has decided to challenge for the position.
A Chance to Change
In a recent Monitor article Ochoa said that in
the past 10 years the city has put more cops on
the streets and increased the budget of the
volunteer fire department’ as well as created
more playground and softball space to the
community.
Other issues that Ochoa has tackled in the
past include the decline of the unemployment
rate from 19 percent in 1990 to 11 percent
today. Although that rate is still relatively high
in comparison to statewide levels of six percent,
Ochoa knows that the decrease is what counts
in the community.
“If you survey the community of Edinburg,
you see that the social activities have improved
and that we have here what a family would like
to call a home,” he said.
Ochoa has also tried to bring new business to
the city; some ventures have failed, some have
succeeded. The water park has gone belly-up,
and the CarMike Theater has been an up-anddown proposition, but the Edinburg

to continue working as mayor to further the
production that the city has been seeing. He
wants to focus on the improvement of the
public library and especially to focus on the
medical research that can be conducted in the
city and at the university.

Roadrunners baseball club has done well here.
The most recent addition is a new call center in
Edinburg that will create more than 500 new
jobs and an economic impact of $27.3 million
to the area that was announced at a press
conference March 19.
“We are pleased that Merkafon
Teleperformance selected Edinburg as the
location to expand its operations.” Ochoa said.
“We’re especially proud to bring in very much
needed jobs to our community and being able to
attract such a respected world wide
corporation.”
Merkafon Teleperformance, the leading
provider of Spanish and bilingual Teleservices
in Latin America, will open a call center at 1701
S. Closner in June, operating out of a former
grocery store building. The expansion into
Edinburg is fueled by Merkafon
Teleperformance’s continued push to provide
customer support services to the growing
Hispanic market in the United States.
"Economic development brings, jobs
economic development brings security and
economic development improves the quality of
life,” Ochoa said at the March press conference.
“Without partnerships, without teamwork, such
projects like this would not happen. I am very
honored that the State of Texas was able to
come here and help the City of Edinburg and
the Rio Grande Valley to once again be able to
improve economic development.”
Ramiro Garza, executive director of the
Edinburg Economic Development Corporation,
said that one of the more successful projects that
has been created is the Edinburg 20/20 Cultural
Committee. This committee is one of the most
versatile in the city since it deals with issues
varying from the landscaping and sidewalks to
cultural tributes such as the Tejano Walk of
Fame.
“The city needs the support of the
community to be successful, it can’t run totally
on its own,” Garza said. “This committee that
Mayor Ochoa acknowledged is one that I
consider the most successful developments
we’ve created,” Garza said.
Garza explained that another large
accomplishment has been the construction of

the Cornerstone Boulevard area, which has
added more businesses and opportunities to the
community in the area bordering North
McAllen.

Election Time
May 3 marks the day that Edinburg will have
city and school elections and Joe Ochoa’s name
will once again be on the ballot. Ochoa
announced his reelection at the Echo Hotel in
Edinburg. In the election he will be challenged
by Garcia, a McAllen-based attorney who filed
as a candidate Feb 25.
Ochoa said that he hopes that he will be able

Complications
No matter how well a city does, there will
always be complaints or criticisms coming up
during election time. When it comes to city
officials, there is always pressure to be more
successful in the future.
Ochoa has his supporters and his detractors as
well. One of his most consistent critics has been
the local newspaper, the Edinburg Daily
Review.
In an editorial, city editor Beng L. Lim
blatantly criticized the mayor as well as other
two other men running for city council
members, finding them dishonest and unworthy
of city office. He has been critical of Ochoa on
a number of occasions and described in his
editorial a situation that he thinks shows the
decline of the Ochoa reign.
“It all goes to show that there’s no loyalty in
politics,” Lim wrote in his article, alleging a
heated discussion between two spouses of city
candidates. “There was a heated exchange
between the two political parties that up until
that time had been part of [Mayor] Ochoa’s
well-oiled political machine.”
Lim went on to say that the incident proved
the breaking apart of the ‘machine’ and that the
candidates would be doing themselves a favor
by not riding on the ‘coattail of Ochoa.’
When asked about the editorial, Ochoa said
that he tries to stay away from the media
because he knows that there will always be bad
press that focuses on the individual. He spoke to
such topics last winter when he attended a
news reporting class in the communication
department, and has always tried to take attacks
like the one from the Review in stride.
“People will always have their opinions, and
that’s fine,” said Ochoa. “But I can look back
and see the positive things that have happened
for these communities and the number of people
and business in Edinburg can speak for itself.”

“Some areas have always had a lot of focus
on ethics,” Emery said. “The accounting
curriculum has because some certain aspects
regarding ethics in the context of accounting
and auditing in particular as part of their
material for the CPA exam.”
In order to hold a license to practice public
accounting, an individual must pass the
Certified Public Accountants exam.
Though ethics is an integral element of the
CPA exam, the university does not dedicate a
specific course to business ethics. The college
opts to require professors to include the study
of it in each individual course.
“In our program we don’t require students
to take a specific course that’s called ethics,”
Emery said. "I think that rather than a
freestanding course, you probably get a better
result if you integrate this kind of a topic as a
part of your learning objectives throughout
the curriculum.”
Joseph Gonzales, a junior majoring in
business management, said all of the courses
he has taken to satisfy his major requirements
have dealt with ethics on varying levels.
“They give us cases, scenarios, or basically
discuss what’s going on in real life and the
news. Some courses just integrate ethics into
the lecture, and others require us to do

activities,” said Gonzales, 22. “In one of my
classes, business and society, we have to find
ten articles dealing with ethics. For each
article we have to write a one-page report
describing what’s going on with them and
how they are being handled.”
The college is pleased with the result of the
incorporation of ethics into its current
curriculum, but a revision to the curriculum is
being considered. Emery said the State of
Texas is increasingly asking them to design
their curriculum with specific learning
objectives, thus creating more structure.
“One of the incentives is that the standards
of business accreditation will probably
change over the summer. There’s a new set of
standards we are looking at which are much
more global in their context,” Emery said.
“But being global they’re not quite so U.S.
centric, so they don’t look quite like what
we’re used to. They allow for much more
integration of other cultures, other ways to
product a college education.”
Each concentration is finding ways to meet
these standards. Since accounting is a rule
based profession, individualized rules and
principles must be met, along with the
standards laid out by the college and the state.
“There are a number of rules we have to

adhere to,” said Wig DeMoville, department
of accounting and law chair. “And there are
principles we have to follow in order to
properly account for a business.”
According to DeMoville accountants
encounter problems within their field
whenever new transactions, or ways of doing
this develop.
“There are no rules for those particular
items, so people are left to use their
judgment,” he said.
In order to address these problems, the
college has considered adding a course to the
masters of accounting program to target these
issues. The course will look at various codes
of ethics, new legislation brought about after
the relevant scandals, and specific cases that
have risen out of the accounting profession,
said DeMoville.
“What it will look at specifically are the
ethical rules that various accounting
organizations have adopted. We are going to
try to bring all of those different areas where
accountants work and look at each of their
code of ethics,” said DeMoville, 60.
“We hope to have our masters program
approved and operative by next January, so it
could be either next spring or maybe the
following fall semester.”

A Community Within a Community
At UTPA, the sense of community runs from
students and faculty to staff and visitors to
campus. The whole group of roughly 17,000 is
also a part of the Edinburg community.
“The university is such an important part of
the Edinburg economy as well as the Rio
Grande Valley,” Ochoa said. “Not only does it
supply education to the people, but it brings
business to the area. It’s a source of
communication for the people.”
Ochoa explained that as the economy evolves
along with the university, there is always need
for the city to watch the university and for both
communities to be aware of helping the other.
Garza also feels that the connection between
the university and the city has improved over
the last several years. Joining the University of
Texas system certainly has proven to be a boon
for the city and university alike. There have
been many joint ventures since then as the
university’s financial situation has improved.
One example was the collaboration UTPA has
with the city concerning the Edinburg Baseball
Stadium. The students are not only allowed to
participate as athletes on the field, but during
the day, they have the permission to park on the
land. The baseball Broncs use the stadium for
their home games.
“The city was enhanced with the recreational
activities UTPA has provided the city through
the stadiums and the games,” Garza said. “It’s
created yet another connection between the city
and university.”

Ethics study part of business education
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American

In keeping with trends in the business
world, the University of Texas-Pan
American’s College of Business
Administration is focusing more on the study
of ethics than in the past.
Light is shined heavily on certain areas of
business depending on current developments
within that discipline. The accounting
scandals at Enron, Adelphia Communications,
Global Crossing, and WorldCom have caused
the business world to emphasize the study of
ethics. Top executives from each company
were arrested and charged with crimes
ranging from fraud to conspiracy.
“I think right now this is very popular, that
we go through cycles, sometimes it’s very
faddish,” said John Emery, dean of the
College of Business at UTPA. “If you look at
the history of accounting you’ll see that
we’ve had various kinds of accounting
scandals going on as far back as we can
measure.”
The inclusion of ethics and morality in the
business curriculum is neither a new idea nor
a new practice.
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Colonia residents face various problems
By CARLOS CONTRERAS
Special to The Pan American
Showering with water from a bucket, having to
go to the restroom in an outhouse, and using
candles as a source of light, sounds like things our
ancestors had to endure while pioneering.
However, the Rio Grande Valley has such
pioneers who endure these harsh living conditions
on a daily basis. These modern pioneers are
residents of colonias.
There are approximately 1,500 colonias along the
U.S.-Mexico border with 500,000 residents from
Texas to California living in near Third World
conditions. According to the 2000 U.S. Census
Report, seven out of the top 10 most povertystricken places in the United States are located in
the Valley, with a majority of low-income Valley
families living in colonias.
According to Texas Secretary of State Gwyn
Shea, a colonia is an area near the Texas-Mexico
border that typically lacks basic water and sewer
systems, electricity, paved roads, and safe and

sanitary housing for residents.
The development of Texas colonias dates back to
the late 1950s when developers used agriculturally
worthless land and sold it to low-income
individuals seeking affordable housing in the
United States. The land is usually sold through a
contract for deed, a property financing method
whereby developers typically offer a low down
payment and allow low monthly payments but no
title to the property until the final payment is made.
“These houses are generally constructed by the
owners in phases and in most cases lack electricity,
plumbing, and other basic amenities. They build it
as they can afford it,” according to a representative
from Shea’s office.
Due to the unavailability of clean water and
sewer services, many of these homes do not meet
building codes.
“We try to build our houses little by little, using
whatever available materials we have,” said

See PROBLEMS page 12

Amelia Garcia/The Pan American
Because their home lacks indoor plumbing, Francisca Vasquez and her son, José
Francisco, get their water from a metal tub in their front yard.

Legislators pass bills, colonias receive funds
By CARLOS CONTRERAS
Special to The Pan American
Due to fear of immigration status
and lack of education, many
colonia residents like the Vasquez
family do not know who or where
to go to for assistance.
“Help is out there for these
residents,” said Yesenia Ayala,
colonia initiatives director of the
Edinburg Texas Department of
Housing and Human Affairs.
The Vasquez family’s
neighborhood is in the process of
getting a hand up from the Texas
Department of Housing and
Human Affairs.

“We have already paved the
roads in that neighborhood and
installed sewage lines. We offer
several programs that these
residents can sign up for,” Ayala
said. “We collaborate with other
agencies such as Proyecto Azteca
to try to do our best in helping get
them better housing, the only
problem that exists is the limited
funds that are given to us to do so.”
In August 2001, Hidalgo County
received $491,000 in a Community
Development Grant for Colonia
Activities to help bring wastewater
service to several hundred residents
living in an unincorporated area
within Alamo’s Extraterritorial

Jurisdiction.
“Funds like these will help
promote the Legislature’s goal to
eventually transform our Border
colonias into modern
neighborhoods where families can
raise their children in clean,
positive environments,” announced
Sen. Eddie Lucio, D-Brownsville,
last year at the revelation of the
grant.
Lucio, a strong advocate of
Colonia Initiative programs with
the help of Rep. Kino Flores, DMission, presented bills to the
Texas Legislature that might bring
the Rio Grande Valley funds to
help the growing colonias.
“These funds will help Hidalgo
County provide one of the most
basic of public services to these
residents, a necessity many of us
take too much for granted,” Lucio
said.
Ayala said “this grant was a
great help to us and our residents
of Hidalgo County, it allowed us to
close existing septic tanks and
install sewer yard lines and
connections in over 365
households.”
The Texas Department of
Housing and Community Affairs is
Texas’ lead agency responsible for
affordable housing, community
development and community
assistance programs, and regulation
of the state’s manufactured housing
industry. The Department annually
administers funds in excess of
$432 million, the majority of which
are derived from mortgage revenue
bond financing and refinancing,
federal grants and federal tax
credits.
But despite the large amount of
funds provided to residents of
colonias, most colonia inhabitants
work hard to improve their living
conditions.
“People in Texas need to think
differently about colonias and not
just see them as rural settlements
of unemployed Hispanic
populations,” Ayala said. “Instead
they should be seen for what they
are: the working poor tied

(Above and Left) - A
home in Alamo is in the
process of being upgraded
to include indoor plumbing
as part of a recent grant.
Ashley Brooks/
The Pan American

primarily to the urban economy,
and representing a rational
response to low wage rates and
lack of viable housing.
“Without the introduction of
effective affordable housing
programs (as offered by the Texas
Department of Housing and

Community Affairs) colonias will
continue to grow,” Ayala said.
Without federal, state, local,
nonprofit and for-profit entities
working together to increase the
availability of housing programs,
colonias will continue to increase
in the Rio Grande Valley.
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Student’s appreciation EXHIBIT
of music still growing
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
Loretta Taunton’s earliest memory of
music takes her to a time when she was a
small child in the back seat of her mother’s
car, singing to Loretta Lynn’s “The Coal
Miner’s Daughter.”
“I’ve been involved in music for almost 12
years now,” said Taunton. “At church I
would sing when I was a little girl. It was
purely my decision to join the church choir
and I guess you can say I grew with it."
Twelve years of music has put Taunton on
stages all over the state, from churches to the
Alamo Dome where she performed to an
audience of nearly 12,000 people. While in
high school, Taunton participated in the
marching band and during her senior year
was an assistant drum major.
“At Bands Of America when I was in high
school we would perform in front of so many
people, and the Alamo Dome is very big,”
said Taunton. “Performing at first is very
scary, but eventually it’s not so bad. You get
used to it.”
The junior music major finds that
performing is very fulfilling.
“You work so hard on a piece that it’s
refreshing when you finally get to share it
with so many people who all appreciate
music," Taunton said. "I believe that music is
a gift you should share.”
Her most recent performance was
Tuesday’s band concert in the Fine Arts
Auditorium. The concert included songs such

as “Secret Marriage,” “Sea Songs,” “Mannin
Veen,” “Marche Militaire Fancaise,” and
“Pineapple Poll.”
“Tuesday we played an entire program that
was dedicated to romantic and 20th century
pieces,” she said.
Currently, Taunton is working with Dr.
Gary Mezener, who specializes on clarinet.
They are working on a piece that Taunton
will use as part of her recital before she
graduates.
“She has to learn a lot of pieces and
eventually she will be able to build it up in to
a recital. Loretta (Taunton) has a lot of
capability in her,” Mezener said.
Taunton’s love for music has inspired to
her to eventually teach others.
“Right now, I’m working on my music
degree mostly because I would love to teach
young students who have the same love for
music that I do,” she said. “I want to help
them embrace music and their talent so that
they will be able to take it where ever they
go.”
Being in the UTPA Music Department,
Taunton has experienced the same type of
music education she may one day be teaching
to her students.
“The music department at Pan Am is
wonderful, there are a lot of professors here
who are very bright and gifted,” she said.
“They have a lot of insight in music and they
know what needs to be done to reach
students at their level.”
A lot has come to Taunton since her days
in the back seat singing to her mother.

Page 10
continued from page 7

symbolism was worn only by royalty in
funeral services, the symbols nowadays can
be worn by anyone for any special ocassion.
Brown said he first got interested in this
type of symbolism because he typically
represents objects as metaphores.
His series of works displays several biblical
scenes in which people are left out and
substituted by their actions and stories.
“Just like other people use logos I use

SIGNING

symbols to represent stories,” Brown
explained. “Mine is a visual dialogue, a visual
language.”
Brown began working on his current solo
exhibit in late 2000.
One reoccuring symbol is that of “woman,”
which is composed of three smaller symbols.
For Brown, Adinkera symbols reflect the
“complexity of traditional Akan social and
spiritual existence.”

continued from page 7

surroundings.
Designated as one
Valley that Casares
The audience at Sunday’s
of “Ten Writers to
attempts to fill in.
reading laughed and cheered
Watch in 2003” by
Although, he says,
to his reading of “Jerry
Book Magazine,
he does not consider
Fuentes,” a short story about
Casares claims his
himself part of any
an insistent funeral arranger.
intention all along
activist group of
The story had been
has been to “get the
Chicano writers.
stories out there” and previously published in the
“My writing takes
reach as many people “Northwest Review.”
place in this area,”
“I think he’s an excellent
he said. “But I don’t CASARES from across the
writer,” said Anita Fuentes of
country with them.
think that keeps
McAllen. “I can’t wait to
Especially people from
other people from relating to
read the whole book.”
other areas where, as he
the stories.”
explained during his
Moreover, he thinks his
discussion,
being chosen by a major
Hispanics are really
publisher had more to do
a minority in the
with the essence of his
My writing takes
United States, at 37
writing than with the recent
place in this area.
million total of 290
popularization of Latino
But I don’t think that
million. In the Rio
culture.
Grande Valley
“Other than the stories
keeps other people
where “they are
being set in such a
from relating to the
actually a majority.”
distinctive place as
So far, he has
Brownsville, the themes and
stories.
accomplished his
the yearnings are very
- Oscar Casares, author
mission both in his
universal so anyone can
relate to them,” Casares said. hometown and its
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Around
Town
‘Black and White’
Through March 30
Place: Sala Arte Gallery,
820 N. 10th Street, McAllen
Event: UTPA student
Kimberly Magee will present
drawings and photographs
in an exhibit titled “Black
and White.”
Phone: (956) 631-6638
Valley Symphony
Orchestra
March 27 at 8 p.m.
Place: Fine Arts Auditorium
Event: The Valley
Symphony Orchestra, under
the conduction of Dr. Peter
Dabrowski, will perform.
Phone: (956) 381-3471
La Villa Real events
March 29-April 5
Place: La Villa Real Special
Events Center, 1201 S.
Bentsen Road, McAllen
Event: March 29 - Jimmy
Gonzalez, Los Chamacos,
$15 in advance, $20 at the
door; March 30 - Mudvayne
Inflames, Depsaw, Grade 8,
$26 in advance, $ 29 at the
door; April 3 - Willie Nelson,
$39-54 reserved, $28
general admission; April 5 Paul Rodriguez, $25-46
reserved.
Phone: (956) 687-7121
Strunz & Farah
March 28 at 8 p.m.
Place: Jacob Brown
Auditorium, 600
International Blvd.,
Brownsville
Event: The Brownsville
Society for the Performing
Arts presents the duo as
part of the 2nd Annual UTBTSC Guitar Ensemble
Festival. The duo is known
worldwide for its blend of
flamenco, Afro-Latin, Middle
Eastern and jazz.
Phone: (956) 639-3448
‘Selena’ and ‘La Bamba’
March 28-29 at 7 p.m.
Place: El Rey Theater, 311
S. 17th St., McAllen
Event: The El Rey Theater
presents “Selena” and “La
Bamba” as part of the
theater’s “The American
Dream” series.
Phone: (956) 971-9825

Professor’s work on exhibit
Umolomo Wesithixo - Acrylic on canvas.

Abathakati Twins - Acrylic and collage on canvas.

Idia Queen Mother - Acrylic on canvas.

By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

April 4.
According to Brown’s artist statement, Adinkra
symbolism is believed to have originated in the 19th
century. One of the stories that attempts to tell its
saga involves the king of Gyaman (now La cote
d’Ivoire).
According to the story, the king of Gyaman tried
to copy the designs of the sacred Golden Stool, the
unifying force of the Asante Nation.

Each Adinkra symbol has a name and meaning
that derives from a proverb, historical event, human
attitude, animal behavior, plant life, forms, and
shapes of objects. Moreover, each symbol reflects
“complex but functional” information about the
history of the Akan people.
Although originally cloth displaying Adinkra

The University of Texas-Pan American’s
University Gallery is currently hosting an exhibit
featuring paintings that display Adinkra, symbols
native to the West African country of Ghana.
The show, by Lenard Brown, an art department
professor, began March 20 and will run through

See EXHIBIT page 10

Local author holds booksigning
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
Award-winning writer Oscar
Casares intends to tell his Rio Grande
Valley-based stories to everyone
around the country.
Brownsville native Casares, who
presented his debut book,

“Brownsville: Stories,” in McAllen,
says he will travel around the country
hoping to get people in other areas
interested in his stories.
Among his first stops was Barnes
& Noble on Sunday where he read
excerpts from his book.
Born and raised in Brownsville,
Casares spent 10 years traveling
across the country before writing his
first short story in the summer of
1996.
After having some of his works
published in “The Threepenny
Review,” the “Colorado Review,” and
“The Iowa Review,” Little, Brown
and Company decided to publish his
first collection of stories.
True to its title, Casares’ collection
of stories takes place in his
hometown. It’s a place he qualified as
“critical” for his stories.
“I’m writing about the Valley and
I’ll keep writing about the Valley,” he
said. “Specifically Brownsville, that’s
what I know best.”
As a relative newcomer among
writers, Casares is aware of the
constant decline in readership due to
the preference of people for visual
items over print media.
Still, he feels confident that

Luis E. Saavedra/The Pan American
Local author Oscar Casares signs copies of his book “Brownsville: Stories.”

literature will always have a broad
acceptance.
“I think there are two groups in
society,” he said. “The one that reads
and the one that doesn’t. But I think
the people who do read do it more
passionately than ever before.”
Casares admits to not having been
an avid reader during his high school
years, yet he advises young aspiring

writers that there is no better way to
become a writer than reading.
“I’ve learned my lesson,” he said.
“But one of the reasons I didn’t read
was because I didn’t feel there was
any material I could relate to.”
It is precisely that void or lack of
stories about Hispanic culture in the

See SIGNING page 10
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

UTPA professor’s
dream of becoming
a professional
writer comes true

Kayla Dreyer
Senior
Political Science
CD: Liz Phair
Movie: “Chicago”
Book: “Pride and Prejudice” by Jane Austen

By J. RENÉ MARTINEZ
The Pan American
For many, the dream of becoming a
professional writer remains just that.
However, a dedicated few find
themselves drawn into the sometimes
mysterious, often amusing and always
exciting dimension that is a writer’s
world.
Dr. René Saldaña, an English
lecturer at UTPA, is an inhabitant of
this place. He recently confirmed his
status as a celebrated writer for young
adults with the release of "Finding Our
Way" (Wendy Lamb Books, $15.95),
his second book.
A native of the Rio Grande Valley,
Saldaña remembers his journey on the
path to publication as one involving
self-discovery. Growing up in Peñitas,
he found himself slowly understanding
the creative writing process.
“The first piece I remember writing
was in 11th grade,” he said. “It was for
a grade, but I didn’t think of it as real
writing. I started to write fiction and
poetry in my sophomore and junior
years (of college).”
It was as an undergraduate at Bob
Jones University in South Carolina that
he began to approach writing seriously.
While a graduate student at Clemson
University (also in South Carolina), he
became enchanted with Sandra
Cisneros’s “The House on Mango
Street.”
The book made Saldaña realize that
if he ever wanted to achieve success,
he needed to create awareness of
Latino literature.
“In high school, I was never exposed
to any Mexican-American fiction. I
wanted younger, would-be writers who
were Mexican American, not just in the
Valley but elsewhere, to know (such
writers) were around.”
In order to accomplish this task, he
spent years as a middle and high
school teacher in the Valley. He used
stories by local writers to show
students how to develop a personal
narrative.
When he ran out of stories by others,

he decided to write down some of his
own memories. These eventually
formed the basis for "The Jumping
Tree" (Delacorte Press, $14.95), his
debut novel.
After deciding he wanted to teach at
the college level, he pursued a
doctorate in creative writing at Georgia
State University in Atlanta. While
there, he had the opportunity to meet
and study with experienced writers
who encouraged him in his endeavors.
He returned to the Valley with an
even greater sense of commitment to
helping young writers. Indeed, during
the past year, he has served on many
thesis committees for English graduate
students.
For Saldaña, there is a distinct
difference between composing fiction
and composing poetry.
“When I’m writing fiction, I always
create a character, not to speak on my
behalf, but to give voice to. The
narrator is the middleman between
myself as author and the reader. In
poetry, there is no middleman. I’m
writing as myself,” he said.
This particular author prefers writing
fiction to poetry, but makes note of
poets whom he enjoys.
“(UTPA graduate students)
Stephanie Thomé and Octavio
Quintanilla are two examples of poets I
admire.”
To date, "Finding Our Way" is the
most impressive example of Saldaña’s
powers as a writer. The book is a
collection of 11 short stories.
The stories deal with various themes,
including the beauty of love and the
harsh reality of death. "Finding Our
Way" has already garnished favorable
reviews from magazines like
Publishers Weekly and The Horn
Book.
Currently, Saldaña is hard at work
on another novel for young adults.
He regularly does readings and book
signings at local schools and book
stores. Beginning in late April, he plans
to host a regular radio program on
Classic 88 FM called “Hay Que
Libranos.”

David Ramirez
Sophomore
Mech. Engineering
(Above) - René Saldaña Jr. speaks
to a group at Barnes & Noble
Bookstore in McAllen last week.
Saldaña, a Valley native and UTPA
professor, was on hand to autograph
books.

CD: “Alma en Fuego” by Inspector
Movie: “We Were Soldiers”
Book: “Hunger of Memory: The Education of Richard
Rodriguez” by Richard Rodriguez

J. René Martinez/The Pan American

On the program he will review
books by Latino writers.
“The greater idea (of the program) is
that (Mexican Americans) can find our
own freedom through education and
reading,” Saldaña said.
"The Jumping Tree" and "Finding
Our Way" are both available at Barnes
& Noble Booksellers in McAllen.

Minerva Figueroa
Sophomore
Nursing
CD: “MTV Unplugged” by Alejandro Sanz
Movie: “Meet Joe Black”
Book: “The Giver” by Lois Lowry
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Student’s appreciation EXHIBIT
of music still growing
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
Loretta Taunton’s earliest memory of
music takes her to a time when she was a
small child in the back seat of her mother’s
car, singing to Loretta Lynn’s “The Coal
Miner’s Daughter.”
“I’ve been involved in music for almost 12
years now,” said Taunton. “At church I
would sing when I was a little girl. It was
purely my decision to join the church choir
and I guess you can say I grew with it."
Twelve years of music has put Taunton on
stages all over the state, from churches to the
Alamo Dome where she performed to an
audience of nearly 12,000 people. While in
high school, Taunton participated in the
marching band and during her senior year
was an assistant drum major.
“At Bands Of America when I was in high
school we would perform in front of so many
people, and the Alamo Dome is very big,”
said Taunton. “Performing at first is very
scary, but eventually it’s not so bad. You get
used to it.”
The junior music major finds that
performing is very fulfilling.
“You work so hard on a piece that it’s
refreshing when you finally get to share it
with so many people who all appreciate
music," Taunton said. "I believe that music is
a gift you should share.”
Her most recent performance was
Tuesday’s band concert in the Fine Arts
Auditorium. The concert included songs such

as “Secret Marriage,” “Sea Songs,” “Mannin
Veen,” “Marche Militaire Fancaise,” and
“Pineapple Poll.”
“Tuesday we played an entire program that
was dedicated to romantic and 20th century
pieces,” she said.
Currently, Taunton is working with Dr.
Gary Mezener, who specializes on clarinet.
They are working on a piece that Taunton
will use as part of her recital before she
graduates.
“She has to learn a lot of pieces and
eventually she will be able to build it up in to
a recital. Loretta (Taunton) has a lot of
capability in her,” Mezener said.
Taunton’s love for music has inspired to
her to eventually teach others.
“Right now, I’m working on my music
degree mostly because I would love to teach
young students who have the same love for
music that I do,” she said. “I want to help
them embrace music and their talent so that
they will be able to take it where ever they
go.”
Being in the UTPA Music Department,
Taunton has experienced the same type of
music education she may one day be teaching
to her students.
“The music department at Pan Am is
wonderful, there are a lot of professors here
who are very bright and gifted,” she said.
“They have a lot of insight in music and they
know what needs to be done to reach
students at their level.”
A lot has come to Taunton since her days
in the back seat singing to her mother.

Page 10
continued from page 7

symbolism was worn only by royalty in
funeral services, the symbols nowadays can
be worn by anyone for any special ocassion.
Brown said he first got interested in this
type of symbolism because he typically
represents objects as metaphores.
His series of works displays several biblical
scenes in which people are left out and
substituted by their actions and stories.
“Just like other people use logos I use

SIGNING

symbols to represent stories,” Brown
explained. “Mine is a visual dialogue, a visual
language.”
Brown began working on his current solo
exhibit in late 2000.
One reoccuring symbol is that of “woman,”
which is composed of three smaller symbols.
For Brown, Adinkera symbols reflect the
“complexity of traditional Akan social and
spiritual existence.”

continued from page 7

surroundings.
Designated as one
Valley that Casares
The audience at Sunday’s
of “Ten Writers to
attempts to fill in.
reading laughed and cheered
Watch in 2003” by
Although, he says,
to his reading of “Jerry
Book Magazine,
he does not consider
Fuentes,” a short story about
Casares claims his
himself part of any
an insistent funeral arranger.
intention all along
activist group of
The story had been
has been to “get the
Chicano writers.
stories out there” and previously published in the
“My writing takes
reach as many people “Northwest Review.”
place in this area,”
“I think he’s an excellent
he said. “But I don’t CASARES from across the
writer,” said Anita Fuentes of
country with them.
think that keeps
McAllen. “I can’t wait to
Especially people from
other people from relating to
read the whole book.”
other areas where, as he
the stories.”
explained during his
Moreover, he thinks his
discussion,
being chosen by a major
Hispanics are really
publisher had more to do
a minority in the
with the essence of his
My writing takes
United States, at 37
writing than with the recent
place in this area.
million total of 290
popularization of Latino
But I don’t think that
million. In the Rio
culture.
Grande Valley
“Other than the stories
keeps other people
where “they are
being set in such a
from relating to the
actually a majority.”
distinctive place as
So far, he has
Brownsville, the themes and
stories.
accomplished his
the yearnings are very
- Oscar Casares, author
mission both in his
universal so anyone can
relate to them,” Casares said. hometown and its
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Around
Town
‘Black and White’
Through March 30
Place: Sala Arte Gallery,
820 N. 10th Street, McAllen
Event: UTPA student
Kimberly Magee will present
drawings and photographs
in an exhibit titled “Black
and White.”
Phone: (956) 631-6638
Valley Symphony
Orchestra
March 27 at 8 p.m.
Place: Fine Arts Auditorium
Event: The Valley
Symphony Orchestra, under
the conduction of Dr. Peter
Dabrowski, will perform.
Phone: (956) 381-3471
La Villa Real events
March 29-April 5
Place: La Villa Real Special
Events Center, 1201 S.
Bentsen Road, McAllen
Event: March 29 - Jimmy
Gonzalez, Los Chamacos,
$15 in advance, $20 at the
door; March 30 - Mudvayne
Inflames, Depsaw, Grade 8,
$26 in advance, $ 29 at the
door; April 3 - Willie Nelson,
$39-54 reserved, $28
general admission; April 5 Paul Rodriguez, $25-46
reserved.
Phone: (956) 687-7121
Strunz & Farah
March 28 at 8 p.m.
Place: Jacob Brown
Auditorium, 600
International Blvd.,
Brownsville
Event: The Brownsville
Society for the Performing
Arts presents the duo as
part of the 2nd Annual UTBTSC Guitar Ensemble
Festival. The duo is known
worldwide for its blend of
flamenco, Afro-Latin, Middle
Eastern and jazz.
Phone: (956) 639-3448
‘Selena’ and ‘La Bamba’
March 28-29 at 7 p.m.
Place: El Rey Theater, 311
S. 17th St., McAllen
Event: The El Rey Theater
presents “Selena” and “La
Bamba” as part of the
theater’s “The American
Dream” series.
Phone: (956) 971-9825

Professor’s work on exhibit
Umolomo Wesithixo - Acrylic on canvas.

Abathakati Twins - Acrylic and collage on canvas.

Idia Queen Mother - Acrylic on canvas.

By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

April 4.
According to Brown’s artist statement, Adinkra
symbolism is believed to have originated in the 19th
century. One of the stories that attempts to tell its
saga involves the king of Gyaman (now La cote
d’Ivoire).
According to the story, the king of Gyaman tried
to copy the designs of the sacred Golden Stool, the
unifying force of the Asante Nation.

Each Adinkra symbol has a name and meaning
that derives from a proverb, historical event, human
attitude, animal behavior, plant life, forms, and
shapes of objects. Moreover, each symbol reflects
“complex but functional” information about the
history of the Akan people.
Although originally cloth displaying Adinkra

The University of Texas-Pan American’s
University Gallery is currently hosting an exhibit
featuring paintings that display Adinkra, symbols
native to the West African country of Ghana.
The show, by Lenard Brown, an art department
professor, began March 20 and will run through

See EXHIBIT page 10

Local author holds booksigning
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
Award-winning writer Oscar
Casares intends to tell his Rio Grande
Valley-based stories to everyone
around the country.
Brownsville native Casares, who
presented his debut book,

“Brownsville: Stories,” in McAllen,
says he will travel around the country
hoping to get people in other areas
interested in his stories.
Among his first stops was Barnes
& Noble on Sunday where he read
excerpts from his book.
Born and raised in Brownsville,
Casares spent 10 years traveling
across the country before writing his
first short story in the summer of
1996.
After having some of his works
published in “The Threepenny
Review,” the “Colorado Review,” and
“The Iowa Review,” Little, Brown
and Company decided to publish his
first collection of stories.
True to its title, Casares’ collection
of stories takes place in his
hometown. It’s a place he qualified as
“critical” for his stories.
“I’m writing about the Valley and
I’ll keep writing about the Valley,” he
said. “Specifically Brownsville, that’s
what I know best.”
As a relative newcomer among
writers, Casares is aware of the
constant decline in readership due to
the preference of people for visual
items over print media.
Still, he feels confident that

Luis E. Saavedra/The Pan American
Local author Oscar Casares signs copies of his book “Brownsville: Stories.”

literature will always have a broad
acceptance.
“I think there are two groups in
society,” he said. “The one that reads
and the one that doesn’t. But I think
the people who do read do it more
passionately than ever before.”
Casares admits to not having been
an avid reader during his high school
years, yet he advises young aspiring

writers that there is no better way to
become a writer than reading.
“I’ve learned my lesson,” he said.
“But one of the reasons I didn’t read
was because I didn’t feel there was
any material I could relate to.”
It is precisely that void or lack of
stories about Hispanic culture in the

See SIGNING page 10

THE PAN AMERICAN

March 27, 2003

Page 6

Colonia residents face various problems
By CARLOS CONTRERAS
Special to The Pan American
Showering with water from a bucket, having to
go to the restroom in an outhouse, and using
candles as a source of light, sounds like things our
ancestors had to endure while pioneering.
However, the Rio Grande Valley has such
pioneers who endure these harsh living conditions
on a daily basis. These modern pioneers are
residents of colonias.
There are approximately 1,500 colonias along the
U.S.-Mexico border with 500,000 residents from
Texas to California living in near Third World
conditions. According to the 2000 U.S. Census
Report, seven out of the top 10 most povertystricken places in the United States are located in
the Valley, with a majority of low-income Valley
families living in colonias.
According to Texas Secretary of State Gwyn
Shea, a colonia is an area near the Texas-Mexico
border that typically lacks basic water and sewer
systems, electricity, paved roads, and safe and

sanitary housing for residents.
The development of Texas colonias dates back to
the late 1950s when developers used agriculturally
worthless land and sold it to low-income
individuals seeking affordable housing in the
United States. The land is usually sold through a
contract for deed, a property financing method
whereby developers typically offer a low down
payment and allow low monthly payments but no
title to the property until the final payment is made.
“These houses are generally constructed by the
owners in phases and in most cases lack electricity,
plumbing, and other basic amenities. They build it
as they can afford it,” according to a representative
from Shea’s office.
Due to the unavailability of clean water and
sewer services, many of these homes do not meet
building codes.
“We try to build our houses little by little, using
whatever available materials we have,” said

See PROBLEMS page 12

Amelia Garcia/The Pan American
Because their home lacks indoor plumbing, Francisca Vasquez and her son, José
Francisco, get their water from a metal tub in their front yard.

Legislators pass bills, colonias receive funds
By CARLOS CONTRERAS
Special to The Pan American
Due to fear of immigration status
and lack of education, many
colonia residents like the Vasquez
family do not know who or where
to go to for assistance.
“Help is out there for these
residents,” said Yesenia Ayala,
colonia initiatives director of the
Edinburg Texas Department of
Housing and Human Affairs.
The Vasquez family’s
neighborhood is in the process of
getting a hand up from the Texas
Department of Housing and
Human Affairs.

“We have already paved the
roads in that neighborhood and
installed sewage lines. We offer
several programs that these
residents can sign up for,” Ayala
said. “We collaborate with other
agencies such as Proyecto Azteca
to try to do our best in helping get
them better housing, the only
problem that exists is the limited
funds that are given to us to do so.”
In August 2001, Hidalgo County
received $491,000 in a Community
Development Grant for Colonia
Activities to help bring wastewater
service to several hundred residents
living in an unincorporated area
within Alamo’s Extraterritorial

Jurisdiction.
“Funds like these will help
promote the Legislature’s goal to
eventually transform our Border
colonias into modern
neighborhoods where families can
raise their children in clean,
positive environments,” announced
Sen. Eddie Lucio, D-Brownsville,
last year at the revelation of the
grant.
Lucio, a strong advocate of
Colonia Initiative programs with
the help of Rep. Kino Flores, DMission, presented bills to the
Texas Legislature that might bring
the Rio Grande Valley funds to
help the growing colonias.
“These funds will help Hidalgo
County provide one of the most
basic of public services to these
residents, a necessity many of us
take too much for granted,” Lucio
said.
Ayala said “this grant was a
great help to us and our residents
of Hidalgo County, it allowed us to
close existing septic tanks and
install sewer yard lines and
connections in over 365
households.”
The Texas Department of
Housing and Community Affairs is
Texas’ lead agency responsible for
affordable housing, community
development and community
assistance programs, and regulation
of the state’s manufactured housing
industry. The Department annually
administers funds in excess of
$432 million, the majority of which
are derived from mortgage revenue
bond financing and refinancing,
federal grants and federal tax
credits.
But despite the large amount of
funds provided to residents of
colonias, most colonia inhabitants
work hard to improve their living
conditions.
“People in Texas need to think
differently about colonias and not
just see them as rural settlements
of unemployed Hispanic
populations,” Ayala said. “Instead
they should be seen for what they
are: the working poor tied

(Above and Left) - A
home in Alamo is in the
process of being upgraded
to include indoor plumbing
as part of a recent grant.
Ashley Brooks/
The Pan American

primarily to the urban economy,
and representing a rational
response to low wage rates and
lack of viable housing.
“Without the introduction of
effective affordable housing
programs (as offered by the Texas
Department of Housing and

Community Affairs) colonias will
continue to grow,” Ayala said.
Without federal, state, local,
nonprofit and for-profit entities
working together to increase the
availability of housing programs,
colonias will continue to increase
in the Rio Grande Valley.
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Claudia Vasquez, a colonia resident living
near Alamo. “So we have to make do with
what we have and can afford.”
But families living in these colonias face
greater problems than just where to get a
drink of fresh water. Health problems also
plague colonias, creating a great concern not
only for residents, but health officials as well.
“Due to their dilapidated homes, lack of
facilities, and flood plain location, these
residents are ideal candidates for diseases

such as hepatitis A, salmonella, dysentery and
cholera,” said Tanina Valdez, a Health and
Human Services case worker with the Texas
Department of Health. “Tuberculosis is also a
common health threat, which occurs mostly
twice as frequently along the border than
Texas as a whole.
“They [colonia residents] usually have
difficulty in accessing our health facilities,
and fear in losing time from work, that they
make no time to bring in their children,” she

Ashley Brooks/The Pan American
This lot in an Alamo colonia houses a mother and her son. The streets are unpaved and most
homes are without clean water, electricity, and sewer lines.

FAMILY

Page 12

said. “They as well are
uneducated in reference
to our medical
assistance programs.”
Because of the
NAME
HOUSEHOLDS PER CAPITA
INCOME
potentially serious
consequences for
$4,102
Cameron Park, Texas *
1,209
public health and
effects on quality of
$4,221
Mila Doce, Texas *
1,010
life, the greatest
$4,355
Kiryas Joel Village, N.Y.
2,273
concerns regarding the
colonias is the lack safe
$4,566
Rio Bravo, Texas *
1,186
potable water, and
$4,789
Progreso, Texas *
1,035
sewage disposable.
Because most colonias
$5,180
La Homa, Texas *
2,441
lack a proper drainage
system, water collects
$5,259
Alton North, Texas *
1,081
in the road and sewage
$5,377
San Luis, Ariz.
3,018
can pool on the ground.
But even if the colonias
$5,719
Whiteriver, Ariz.
1,306
had adequate sewer
$5,849
Hidalgo, Texas *
1,733
systems, the border
area lacks sufficient
* in the Rio Grande Valley
SOURCE: Valley Baptist Foundation
facilities to treat the
wastewater.
of residents will never enjoy even the most
Although in recent years the Texas
basic of necessities; clean water, indoor
Legislature has passed several bills allocating
plumbing and electricity.
money for colonia improvements, thousands

Poorest places in the U.S.

continued from page 1

children and Sandra, now 18, has
two.
Sandra began her family at the
early age of 15. She stayed in school
after having her first child while her
mother, Francisca, helped raise the
baby. However after her second
child, who is now two months old,
she had to drop out of school.
“I was in love and it just
happened,” Sandra said, explaining
her first pregnancy. “My parents
were really upset. My dad didn’t
talk to me for a year. Finally when
Joanna was three months (old) he

spoke to me. I guess after seeing the
baby he couldn’t stay mad at me. I
don’t regret my babies though. I am
going to go back to school soon. I
have to.”
Sandra is living with her baby
boy’s father. They bought a trailer
from her mother, leaving Francisca
and José Francisco to now live in
the shack they once used for
storage.
“Mami sold us the trailor for
$500,” Sandra said. “She paid
$1,500 for it. I like it because it has
everything already.”

Francisca didn’t mind giving up
her home for her daughter, whom
she felt needed it more than she did.
“I sold my trailer to my youngest
daughter because her and her kids
really needed it,” Francisca said. “I
sacrificed for her but now I’m in
this situation. My niece gave us a
house, but we need to move it over
here. We can’t afford to.”
Two years ago, la familia
Vásquez all moved to the same
street in a colonia outside of Alamo.
Most live next door to each other.
Francisca lives at the end of the
road. Next to her is an empty lot
where Emilio lived, but recently had
to move because he could no longer
afford the lot payment. In the
following lots live Sandra and
Dulce.
“A friend used to live in this lot,”

Francisca said, explaining how they
ended up moving into the colonia.
“He couldn’t make the payment so
he had to move. I liked it because
the payment was economical. The
land was sold to us for $3,000, but
the monthly payments are only
$123. That is something we can
afford. If we can pay that then we
are okay. After that, whatever else
we cannot afford, too bad. At least
we have a secure place to live.”
“You move in the lot hoping that
someday you may be able to pay it
off,” said Francisca, who makes her
living by selling things at a flea
market that were either given to her
or that she purchased from garage
sales. “It’s hard though because you
never know what the future holds.
You never know how much you are
going to make each month.”

Ashley Brooks/The Pan American
(Above) - Ernesto Perez gets a drink from a makeshift faucet in his
grandmother’s front yard.

Ashley Brooks/The Pan American

(Left) - Ismael Compean (standing) and Ernesto Perez, grandchildren of
Francisca Vasquez, play in one of the Vasquez family’s lots.

Francisca’s priority is to pay off
the lot and find a way to move the
house there. Then she plans on
finding a way to get electricity. After
that she would like to be able to
have running water available in the
house. But for now she depends on
her daughters, Claudia and Dulce,
for basic needs like food, baths, and
rides.
Claudia is currently financially
better off than the rest of the family.
She says she finally has everything
she needs.
“I don’t have to work. I have my
house. I have my kids. We are fine,”
Claudia said. “I don’t need anything
else. I don’t need a bigger house. A
mi me gusta mi casita (I like my
small house).”
Though the move to the United
States has allowed la familia
Vásquez to prosper more so than in
Mexico, not all changes have been
good. José Francisco does not even
want to visit Mexico anymore.
“He says that he doesn’t like it
over there,” Francisca said. “I can’t
blame him. His life is here."
However, Francisca said that as
long as she is alive she will teach
her grandchildren who they are and
where they came from.
“It’s their lives and once they
grow up it will be up to them to
keep their culture,” Francisca said.
“But I am going to do my best to
teach them when they are young.
Son Mexicans aunque nacieron aquí
(They are Mexicans even if they
were born here).”
Francisca does not worry too
much about herself. She has
accomplished what she wanted. Her
children and grandchildren’s futures
are full of hope.
“I am already old, but my son can
prosper in the future,” Francisca
said.
“Me gusta el porvenir de mis
hijos. Eso es lo importante (I like
what the future holds for my
children. That is what is
important.)"
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Edinburg mayor reflects, campaigns
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
City politics have always had an important
role to play in the Rio Grande Valley, and with
the area growing at record rates between 1990
and 2000, stewardship of local institutions has
become even more vital.
In Edinburg, the latest population figure was
48,000, up more than 15,000 from the last U.S.
Census. For the past decade, Joe Ochoa has had
the honor of being the leader of the community
by serving as mayor of Edinburg.
Ochoa first took office in 1993, and has since
served four terms as mayor. Before becoming
mayor, Ochoa served three terms on the
Edinburg School Board and has been a past
board member of Edinburg Hospital, Edinburg
Jaycees and Lions Club. The local business
owner is a graduate of Edinburg High School
and the University of Texas-Austin, where he
earned a bachelor’s degree in pharmacy.
He’s had a decade to work for Edinburg, and
will be tested this spring in elections, as Richard
Garcia has decided to challenge for the position.
A Chance to Change
In a recent Monitor article Ochoa said that in
the past 10 years the city has put more cops on
the streets and increased the budget of the
volunteer fire department’ as well as created
more playground and softball space to the
community.
Other issues that Ochoa has tackled in the
past include the decline of the unemployment
rate from 19 percent in 1990 to 11 percent
today. Although that rate is still relatively high
in comparison to statewide levels of six percent,
Ochoa knows that the decrease is what counts
in the community.
“If you survey the community of Edinburg,
you see that the social activities have improved
and that we have here what a family would like
to call a home,” he said.
Ochoa has also tried to bring new business to
the city; some ventures have failed, some have
succeeded. The water park has gone belly-up,
and the CarMike Theater has been an up-anddown proposition, but the Edinburg

to continue working as mayor to further the
production that the city has been seeing. He
wants to focus on the improvement of the
public library and especially to focus on the
medical research that can be conducted in the
city and at the university.

Roadrunners baseball club has done well here.
The most recent addition is a new call center in
Edinburg that will create more than 500 new
jobs and an economic impact of $27.3 million
to the area that was announced at a press
conference March 19.
“We are pleased that Merkafon
Teleperformance selected Edinburg as the
location to expand its operations.” Ochoa said.
“We’re especially proud to bring in very much
needed jobs to our community and being able to
attract such a respected world wide
corporation.”
Merkafon Teleperformance, the leading
provider of Spanish and bilingual Teleservices
in Latin America, will open a call center at 1701
S. Closner in June, operating out of a former
grocery store building. The expansion into
Edinburg is fueled by Merkafon
Teleperformance’s continued push to provide
customer support services to the growing
Hispanic market in the United States.
"Economic development brings, jobs
economic development brings security and
economic development improves the quality of
life,” Ochoa said at the March press conference.
“Without partnerships, without teamwork, such
projects like this would not happen. I am very
honored that the State of Texas was able to
come here and help the City of Edinburg and
the Rio Grande Valley to once again be able to
improve economic development.”
Ramiro Garza, executive director of the
Edinburg Economic Development Corporation,
said that one of the more successful projects that
has been created is the Edinburg 20/20 Cultural
Committee. This committee is one of the most
versatile in the city since it deals with issues
varying from the landscaping and sidewalks to
cultural tributes such as the Tejano Walk of
Fame.
“The city needs the support of the
community to be successful, it can’t run totally
on its own,” Garza said. “This committee that
Mayor Ochoa acknowledged is one that I
consider the most successful developments
we’ve created,” Garza said.
Garza explained that another large
accomplishment has been the construction of

the Cornerstone Boulevard area, which has
added more businesses and opportunities to the
community in the area bordering North
McAllen.

Election Time
May 3 marks the day that Edinburg will have
city and school elections and Joe Ochoa’s name
will once again be on the ballot. Ochoa
announced his reelection at the Echo Hotel in
Edinburg. In the election he will be challenged
by Garcia, a McAllen-based attorney who filed
as a candidate Feb 25.
Ochoa said that he hopes that he will be able

Complications
No matter how well a city does, there will
always be complaints or criticisms coming up
during election time. When it comes to city
officials, there is always pressure to be more
successful in the future.
Ochoa has his supporters and his detractors as
well. One of his most consistent critics has been
the local newspaper, the Edinburg Daily
Review.
In an editorial, city editor Beng L. Lim
blatantly criticized the mayor as well as other
two other men running for city council
members, finding them dishonest and unworthy
of city office. He has been critical of Ochoa on
a number of occasions and described in his
editorial a situation that he thinks shows the
decline of the Ochoa reign.
“It all goes to show that there’s no loyalty in
politics,” Lim wrote in his article, alleging a
heated discussion between two spouses of city
candidates. “There was a heated exchange
between the two political parties that up until
that time had been part of [Mayor] Ochoa’s
well-oiled political machine.”
Lim went on to say that the incident proved
the breaking apart of the ‘machine’ and that the
candidates would be doing themselves a favor
by not riding on the ‘coattail of Ochoa.’
When asked about the editorial, Ochoa said
that he tries to stay away from the media
because he knows that there will always be bad
press that focuses on the individual. He spoke to
such topics last winter when he attended a
news reporting class in the communication
department, and has always tried to take attacks
like the one from the Review in stride.
“People will always have their opinions, and
that’s fine,” said Ochoa. “But I can look back
and see the positive things that have happened
for these communities and the number of people
and business in Edinburg can speak for itself.”

“Some areas have always had a lot of focus
on ethics,” Emery said. “The accounting
curriculum has because some certain aspects
regarding ethics in the context of accounting
and auditing in particular as part of their
material for the CPA exam.”
In order to hold a license to practice public
accounting, an individual must pass the
Certified Public Accountants exam.
Though ethics is an integral element of the
CPA exam, the university does not dedicate a
specific course to business ethics. The college
opts to require professors to include the study
of it in each individual course.
“In our program we don’t require students
to take a specific course that’s called ethics,”
Emery said. "I think that rather than a
freestanding course, you probably get a better
result if you integrate this kind of a topic as a
part of your learning objectives throughout
the curriculum.”
Joseph Gonzales, a junior majoring in
business management, said all of the courses
he has taken to satisfy his major requirements
have dealt with ethics on varying levels.
“They give us cases, scenarios, or basically
discuss what’s going on in real life and the
news. Some courses just integrate ethics into
the lecture, and others require us to do

activities,” said Gonzales, 22. “In one of my
classes, business and society, we have to find
ten articles dealing with ethics. For each
article we have to write a one-page report
describing what’s going on with them and
how they are being handled.”
The college is pleased with the result of the
incorporation of ethics into its current
curriculum, but a revision to the curriculum is
being considered. Emery said the State of
Texas is increasingly asking them to design
their curriculum with specific learning
objectives, thus creating more structure.
“One of the incentives is that the standards
of business accreditation will probably
change over the summer. There’s a new set of
standards we are looking at which are much
more global in their context,” Emery said.
“But being global they’re not quite so U.S.
centric, so they don’t look quite like what
we’re used to. They allow for much more
integration of other cultures, other ways to
product a college education.”
Each concentration is finding ways to meet
these standards. Since accounting is a rule
based profession, individualized rules and
principles must be met, along with the
standards laid out by the college and the state.
“There are a number of rules we have to

adhere to,” said Wig DeMoville, department
of accounting and law chair. “And there are
principles we have to follow in order to
properly account for a business.”
According to DeMoville accountants
encounter problems within their field
whenever new transactions, or ways of doing
this develop.
“There are no rules for those particular
items, so people are left to use their
judgment,” he said.
In order to address these problems, the
college has considered adding a course to the
masters of accounting program to target these
issues. The course will look at various codes
of ethics, new legislation brought about after
the relevant scandals, and specific cases that
have risen out of the accounting profession,
said DeMoville.
“What it will look at specifically are the
ethical rules that various accounting
organizations have adopted. We are going to
try to bring all of those different areas where
accountants work and look at each of their
code of ethics,” said DeMoville, 60.
“We hope to have our masters program
approved and operative by next January, so it
could be either next spring or maybe the
following fall semester.”

A Community Within a Community
At UTPA, the sense of community runs from
students and faculty to staff and visitors to
campus. The whole group of roughly 17,000 is
also a part of the Edinburg community.
“The university is such an important part of
the Edinburg economy as well as the Rio
Grande Valley,” Ochoa said. “Not only does it
supply education to the people, but it brings
business to the area. It’s a source of
communication for the people.”
Ochoa explained that as the economy evolves
along with the university, there is always need
for the city to watch the university and for both
communities to be aware of helping the other.
Garza also feels that the connection between
the university and the city has improved over
the last several years. Joining the University of
Texas system certainly has proven to be a boon
for the city and university alike. There have
been many joint ventures since then as the
university’s financial situation has improved.
One example was the collaboration UTPA has
with the city concerning the Edinburg Baseball
Stadium. The students are not only allowed to
participate as athletes on the field, but during
the day, they have the permission to park on the
land. The baseball Broncs use the stadium for
their home games.
“The city was enhanced with the recreational
activities UTPA has provided the city through
the stadiums and the games,” Garza said. “It’s
created yet another connection between the city
and university.”

Ethics study part of business education
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American

In keeping with trends in the business
world, the University of Texas-Pan
American’s College of Business
Administration is focusing more on the study
of ethics than in the past.
Light is shined heavily on certain areas of
business depending on current developments
within that discipline. The accounting
scandals at Enron, Adelphia Communications,
Global Crossing, and WorldCom have caused
the business world to emphasize the study of
ethics. Top executives from each company
were arrested and charged with crimes
ranging from fraud to conspiracy.
“I think right now this is very popular, that
we go through cycles, sometimes it’s very
faddish,” said John Emery, dean of the
College of Business at UTPA. “If you look at
the history of accounting you’ll see that
we’ve had various kinds of accounting
scandals going on as far back as we can
measure.”
The inclusion of ethics and morality in the
business curriculum is neither a new idea nor
a new practice.
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Do you think reporters
should be embedded with
coalition troops?

Campus
VO I C E

Adriana Garcia
Music
Sophomore
It’s okay because they choose to go. If
they want to risk their lives it’s for the
good of keeping us informed.

Anant R. Deshpande
Manufacturing Engineering
Graduate
Yes. Reporters are the bridging gap
between the world which consists of
commoners and the men of war. It is
because of reporters that the world is
shown the true picture.

Ganti Raghavender Rao
Manufacturing Engineering
Graduate
Yes. Absolutely. That would relieve us
of the blame that has been cast upon
us and to show the world that we are
right.

Sandra Alcocer
Social Studies Composite
Junior
Yes, because the public has the
right to know what’s going on firsthand and by having a reporter
present, people get a better account
of the reality of war.

Mariel Perez
Pre Pharmacy
Freshman
No, because I think about their families
and their safety. In my opinion we have
enough technology and the means to find
out the news without risking human lives.
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
SWT sweeps UTPA
The Southwest Texas State Bobcats took Wednesday
night’s double header against the Broncs, winning the
first game 5-0, and the nightcap 9-4. UTPA’s Louie
Alamia extended his hitting streak to 21 games, one
shy of the school record.

Broncs reschedule games
UTPA’s baseball game against Dallas Baptist on
Saturday, March 29 has been rescheduled to 4 p.m. The
game was originally scheduled to be played at 7 p.m.
On April 1, Pan Am’s single game against Texas A&MKingsville has been rescheduled to a doubleheader and
will begin at 3 p.m.
On March 25, the Broncs’ game against Southwest
Texas State was rained out after two scoreless innings.
The game was made up on March 26 as part of a
doubleheader.

Men take 19th, women
capture 12th in recent events
The University of Texas-Pan American men’s golf
team finished 19th at the 22-team Furman
Intercollegiate at the Furman University Golf Course
on March 23. UTPA finished with a 54-hole total of
935. Virginia Tech won the tournament with an 869
total. On March 25, the women’s golf team finished

12th at the 12-team Baylor-Tapatio Springs Shootout
at the Tapatio Springs Resort in Waco. The Lady
Broncs finished the 54-hole tournament with a total of
1,003. Illinois won the tournament with a 918 score.

Track and field athletes set
personal records
UTPA’s track and field team set 12 personal records
at the UTSA/Whataburger Relays held at Gustafson
Stadium last Saturday in San Antonio. Sophomore
Westly Keating placed third overall in the hurdles
(14.52 seconds) and sophomore Marlin Manley was
placed second in the high jump at 6-8. Freshman Amy
Torvik finished in second place at 400 meters (57.24
seconds).
Sophomore Rowena Hamlet also notched a personal
best at the 400 (57.61 seconds). Freshman Jessica
Ehimika won her division at 400 meters in 1:01:85
while five Lady Broncs had personal bests in the
1,500-meter run.

Middleweights set for
showdown in Philly
Frenchman Mourade Hakkar will take on Bernard
Hopkins of Philadelphia for his undisputed
middleweight title in a 12-round bout at the First
Union Spectrum (broadcast on HBO) in Philadelphia
on March 29.
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MOSES

continued from page 16

head up and found a
new dedication to her
sport.
"I learned to
dedicate myself and
put my whole heart
into something and it
brought me something
good," she said.
Moses’ daily
workout is at least 3
and-a-half hours long
and consists of many
things. She starts off
by warming up for 30
minutes on the track
by doing some
spinning drills and
stretching. Then it
takes her about an
hour and a half to
execute at least 30
throws, before she hits
the weight room for
another hour and a
half.
"It is hard to find a
time for everything
but I find a way to get
it done," she said.
Getting to the
national
championships is an
experience that Moses
will never forget. "It
was awesome and it
was overwhelming,"
she said. "It’s amazing
that God blessed me
with this opportunity

considering all the
circumstances that
were going on with
my family this past
year."
Moses’ future plans
are to make it to the
Olympic tryouts in
2004 and eventually
throw for Canada in
the Olympics. Until
then, she will keep
working to try to
improve her distances
in the weight throw
and the hammer
throw.
"This year I want to
hit 205 feet in the
hammer throw," she
said. "I am now at
195 feet."
Moses will have a
chance to see where
her hard work is
taking her this
Saturday, at the
Angela Procter
Invitational, here at
the UTPA track. Her
performance will not
count for the NCAA
since she is
redshirting the
outdoor track season,
but it will give her
more experience in
competition. The
throwing events will
kick off at 11 a.m.
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Chavez march remembers leader
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
Ten years after his death, the people of South
Texas still remember one of their most valued
heroes. This Saturday, the city of Edinburg will
host the second annual Cesar E. Chavez Day
Celebration beginning with a march at 9 a.m.,
from 10th Street and West University Drive,
proceeding down to Sugar Road and north to the
Edinburg Baseball Stadium.
The festivities will continue at the stadium
with speakers, entertainment, food booths and
exhibits until 1 p.m.
The celebration is an event designed to
acknowledge the life of Chavez, a leader who
stirred millions of Americans to seek social
justice and civil rights for the poor in society and
meanwhile grabbed the attention of the nation.
Chavez, who died in 1993 at age 66, was
born in Arizona and began life as a migrant
worker. The World War II veteran labored in the
fields of California and became a leading labor
activist. He is remembered for many things,
among them the grape boycott he led in the
early 1970s.
Most of his work came on behalf of the
United Farmworkers. Founded by Chavez in the
1960s, the UFW was created to organize
agricultural workers in demonstrating for their
rights, many of them Mexican-Americans.
It has been over 30 years since the UFW
initially started working for the rights of migrant
workers and yet it is continuously active.
Chavez was one of the most influential people
who joined the fight to gain respect for
fieldworkers, and he stands as one major symbol
of the farmworker struggle which continues
today. He is perhaps the best known Latino
political figure, along the lines of freedom
fighters like Che Guevara as an icon for
millions.
The people of the Valley, who were involved

in their own
struggles for
labor rights in
that era, will
join together
in Edinburg,
Weslaco, and
other towns, to
celebrate the
memory of
Chavez.
Manuel
Ochoa is the
co-chairman
of the event
and hopes that
the
community
will be
anxious to
participate in
the activities.
“We’re hoping to bring an awareness about
Hispanic leaders that need to be recognized, and
the public will see that they can accomplish
whatever they want to,” Ochoa said.
“Considering the large number of Hispanics
living in the area we really wanted to bring
something like this to the people, something
they can relate to.”
This community event has sponsors ranging
from around South Texas, including the
McAllen Hispanic Chamber of Commerce,
Region One Education Service Center, Texas
Attorney General’s Office, Texas Migrant
Council, Texas Workforce Solutions, La Joya
school district, Mission High School, and
United Farm Workers.
Cynthia Sakulenzki, President of the McAllen
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, sad that along
with the celebration on Saturday, Friday night
will be special to students across the area, from
Brownsville to Laredo. One hundred of the top
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Cesar E. Chavez

migrant students from Region I, along with their
parents, will be recognized at a dinner reception
with keynote Kerry Kennedy Cuomo, daughter
of the late Robert F. Kennedy and a human
rights activist. Immediately after the dinner
reception there will be a private cocktail
reception for the sponsors at the home of
Hidalgo County Judge Ramon Garcia.
“The migrant students will be able to be
involved with this great speaker who will
educate them to what he (Chavez) did for them
and their families,” Sakulenzki said. “Chavez
dedicated his entire life to bring relief to the
migrant workers to change the agricultural laws
and issues such as the restricting house policies.
We are just giving something back.“
Ochoa agrees with Sakulenzki and thinks that
students will be very exited to hear the speaker.
“I think the youth will identify with it [the
dinner and celebration],” Ochoa said. “They will
definitely feel good when they see the

Red Cross busy year ‘round
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American

Though the month of March is almost over,
the South Texas Red Cross Chapter celebrated
its annual Red Cross Month by spreading
information about the services they provide for
the Rio Grande Valley. Members also
celebrated the history of The American Red
Cross.
According to Michael Huckabee, executive
director of the South Texas Chapter, the local
chapter was formed July 1, 1998 by a merger
of the two remaining chapters serving the
RGV.
The two were originally the West Cameron
County Chapter and the Rio Grande Valley
Chapter.
“Now there is one Red Cross Chapter
serving the entire Valley, the South Texas
Chapter,” Huckabee said.
Huckabee said that most people do not know
the Red Cross is not a government agency.
Therefore the organization is not funded by the
government. One hundred percent of funds
used to provide Red Cross services come from

donations made by individuals, organizations,
business and corporations.
“Not one penny from the government and/or
your tax dollars,” Huckabee said.
Although there is a paid staff whose primary
duty is to make certain of the delivery of Red
Cross services, it is a volunteer run
organization. There is a Board of Directors
made up of volunteers from throughout the
Valley, Huckabee added.
The American Red Cross was chartered by
the United States Congress in 1905 and is in
charge of two specific tasks: disaster
preparedness and relief, and Armed Forces
Emergency Services.
When a catastrophic event takes place, such
as a hurricane, tornado, earthquake, flood, the
American Red Cross is there to provide relief
and assistance to the victims. When no such
events are taking place the American Red
Cross is still there 365 days a year to help those
in need in any other disaster such as a single
family fire.
“If you and your family are standing outside
your destroyed home in nothing but your
bathrobes, have nothing left and no where to

go,” Huckabee said. “That is a disaster and the
South Texas Chapter is there to help.”
Another service the Red Cross provides and
people are not aware of is Armed Forces
Emergency Communications. When there is
an emergency in a Service member’s family,
the family is encouraged to contact the Chapter
who will then verify the emergency with the
assistance of hospitals, doctors and funeral
homes, etc. Then, the Chapter will deliver a
verified Red Cross message to the Service
member who can take that message to his or
her Commanding Officer to request Emergency
Leave if needed.
Since the formation of the South Texas
Chapter, the Valley has been helped in a variety
of ways.
At this time Red Cross stations throughout
the Valley are collecting “quality of life items”
to send to the troops who fighting in the war
against Iraq and is requesting the Community
support the unexpected expense to send all the
items over seas.
“There is bombing going on over there and
we want to help the troops in every which way
we can,” Huckabee said.

recognition that Hispanic people can receive.”
Sakulenzki also said that this will not only
bring acknowledgment to a great man, but to the
migrant workers and everything they have been
through as well. They are beneficiaries of the
hard work that the devoted Chavez did.
Yet while the youth of South Texas are being
exposed to a part of their history, other
generations are able to open a window to their
past experiences.
Yolanda Martinez, a longtime resident of
Mercedes, knows about the benefits that Chavez
was fighting so strongly for. She began migrant
work with her family in first grade and didn’t
stop until she graduated high school. Martinez
said she would leave school in March and
always start several months into the new school
year due to the different crop seasons.
“I first heard about Cesar and all he was
doing for the people when I was in college,”
Martinez said. “I had already stopped migrant
work, but my friends and I were so glad that
someone would do that for us. It was finally
time that someone to take a stand.”
Martinez said that she still remembers the
problems that they faced while traveling through
northern states. Public housing was sometimes
so poor that there was no indoor plumbing for
the separate families.
“The wages were so low considering the
work we were doing, and I still remember how
awful it was when pesticide would be sprayed
over the fields where we would be working,”
she said.
Although now a elementary school teacher
with children who will never know what it felt
like to work as migrants, Martinez never forgot
what Chavez did for her and her future.
“I would love to attend an event that
celebrated the life of Cesar,” she said. “Even
though times are still tough for migrant workers,
it could have been a lot worse if Cesar didn’t
fight for us.”

RED CROSS
INFORMATION
■ Over $27,000 was provided to Valley
Servicemen and women in Emergency Relief
Grants.
■ The South Texas Chapter has responded
to 565 disasters ranging from Single Family
Fires to Hurricane Bret, from localized
flooding to windstorms, from the South Padre
Island Bridge Collapse to a motel fire,
spending over $558,000 in Direct Disaster
Relief.
■ 2766 emergency messages have been
delivered from Valley families to Servicemen
and women stationed throughout the world.

To become a volunteer call or stop by the
nearest South Texas Chapter office. In
Brownsville, 700 E. Levee, Suite 207, 5415206, in Harlingen, 16281 N. Expressway 83,
423-0523, or in Pharr, 425 W. State St., 7877851.
To make a financial contribution, P.O. Box
2202, Harlingen, Texas, 78551-2202. All
donations made to the South Texas Chapter,
unless designated otherwise, remain in the
Valley to assist in providing Red Cross
Services to Valley residents.
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OPINION

Praise for Davila’s story
Dear Editor,
Thank you for printing the article of the
American solders now in Iraq. The man
on the front page is my dad, Alex Davila
Sr., and Alex Jr. is my older brother. My
name is Annette Contreras and I live in
Wisconsin. I have not seen my brother in
over a year.
When I read the story it touched my
heart, and right now my whole family is
taking it very hard, especially my parents.
When the article came out, it made my
family very proud of my brother. For the
person who wrote the article and put the
pictures together, I just wanted to say,
“thank you.”
Annette Contreras
P.S. - My kids loved seeing their grandpa and uncle in the paper, so thanks again.

More Davila
Dear Editor,
I have to say, The Pan American did a
marvelous piece on my Uncle and wonderful, fearless cousin, Alex Davila Jr. I
know that my entire family is grateful in
your honoring his position in this terrible
war.
Although if I could point out one very
important fact and I know my cousin
would appreciate it. He is married to a
wonderful, faithful woman, Zelma Davila,
and they have two beautiful young daughters, Annecia and Abrie. They are worth
mentioning, for they are at a true loss
without their companion, husband and
dad.
Thanks again for a wonderful and
deserving story.
Deanna R. Vereb, cousin to Alex
Davila
Houston

Their right to say it
Dear Editor,
Alright kids, I attended the peace rally
held on campus. Mind you I was not there
in any way to show my support for the
event. In fact I strongly agree with and
support the current direction our administration is heading in, well the war effort
actually.
I didn’t vote for the yahoos, but once in
office I try to only see and support the
office of Presidency. I attended the peace
rally because I DO strongly support people’s right to speak their minds. I also
wanted to hear arguments against the war;
I’m not omnipotent, and the facts I have
may be wrong.
I wasn’t swayed by any of the arguments, except not to judge all Muslims by
the actions of a few. Of course, I knew
this already; good Texan upbringing.
I still support the war effort, and I support the idea of students and staff to be
able to express their ideas on campus, to
speak freely on whatever they want.
Again, I support the war. Fine, I’ll
agree, it’s not in my backyard, or even on
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my continent, and I’m not all to fond of
the folks in the Middle East. Again these
are personal opinions that I am allowed to
express on campus and in this nation, and
I like this.
Though I didn’t in anyway agree with
the rally, I gladly was there to observe
and see people using their right to free
speech. Have I mentioned I strongly support the war idea? Or the idea of removing Saddam? Because I do.
“If all young people in America were to
act as you intend to act, the country
would be defenseless and easily delivered
into slavery.” Albert Einstein in a Letter
to a pacifist, 1941.
Rene Villalon Jr.
Senior
Psychology Department

Marine supporter
Dear Editor,
Early in my youth, I decided that one
day I would be part of the United States
Armed Forces. It simply made sense to
me that any honorable citizen should do
his or her part to serve this country. It
didn't necessarily have to be military service but any other volunteer work would
certainly benefit this nation.
Several years later I dragged my parents
to the Marine Recruiting office to sign for
me (I was only seventeen), and spent my
senior year in high school wondering why
it was that I wanted to be a U.S. Marine
so bad. Joining the service wasn't exactly
popular in my sphere of influence.
Students and friends would continually
ask me why I had chosen to leave and to
the Marines, "where you will surely 'die'".
I had a hard time responding and my
answer was never clearly understood by
them.
One day I found myself reading a book
titled “Night” by Elie Wiesel for my
English class. Although senioritis had definitely set-in, I could not seem to pull
myself away from this book. It greatly
upset me to read how horrid the Jewish
population in Europe had been treated by
the Nazis, especially the Gestapo and the
secret police. As I finished reading the
book, I slammed it on my desk and realized, "That's it! That's why I am joining."
Throughout Wiesel's entire account, I
was distraught by the fact that these
Jewish civilians were helpless and
defenseless against the Nazi regime. This
oppressing government needed to meet its
match and the United States Armed
Forces would be it. I decided the focal
point of me having joined the Marine
Corps was to aid the oppressed and in
preventing such atrocities like the
Holocaust from happening in my generation.
I understood I would be at the mercy of
my government but unlike so many people
of my age group, I had faith in it.
In 1997, I graduated from high school
and left for Marine boot-camp two days
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later. During my four years of service, the
Marine Corps changed my life and I
enjoyed every bit of it. Although I was
never summoned to war, and I’m grateful
for that, I did manage to travel and meet
some of the people of the world.
The "hate" that the world seems to have
for the U.S. is grotesquely exaggerated by
the media and even professors. If there
was only one way I could describe all the
people I came across whether in Australia,
Singapore, Tonga, or Fiji, it would be to
say that we are truly all the same. We
shared the same thoughts, experiences,
smiles, and feelings no matter what part
of the globe we found ourselves in. Once
the language barrier had been breached,
there was no stopping the camaraderie
that ensued.
However, there was one place that
amazed me the most and that was Kuwait
and its people. I spent a few weeks there
as a part of the 10th anniversary of the
liberation of Kuwait. President George
Bush, Sr., Margaret Thatcher, Colin
Powell, and General Schwarzkopf were
among the people in attendance. Yet, I
was much more excited to have met the
Kuwaiti people.
I saw in their eyes and heard in their
words the appreciation they felt for our
presence in their country. They slept well
at night knowing the U.S. Marines were
standing guard on their borders ready for
any Iraqi onslaught that might occur. That
is the closest I ever came to realizing my
goal of being part of a force that protected
a peaceful people.
After having studied the Persian Gulf
War and the Somali Crisis, I theoretically
lectured to my Marines that "we" were the
generation of the desert. Not in a romantic
sense, but in preparation for a possible
future war. I left the Marine Corps in June
2001 only to experience September 11
outside my tour of service. This event
found the American Forces in Afghanistan
and now in Iraq fighting terrorism and
tyranny.
As much as I wish things could be
solved peacefully, war nevertheless
remains the last resort to ensure the security of this nation. War continues to be
hell, and this nation never fails to produce
the great men and women in whom we
entrust to carry out the decisions of this
nation's leaders. While we keep them in
our hearts, thoughts, and prayers, take solace in knowing that their unselfish actions
will free the people of a nation terrorized
for way too long. And in recognition of
their accomplishments, I am reminded of
what a U.S. President (Reagan) once said;
"Some people spend an entire lifetime
wondering if they've made a difference.
The Marines don't have that problem."
Long live the United States, and success
to the Marines.
Semper Fi,
Adrian Morales
Sophomore, UTPA Student

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?
The Pan American wants to hear what you have to say about stories,
current events or anything you want to rant about. Send your responses
to panameditor@hotmail.com
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New coach prepared to
NCAA pick ’em:
guide Lady Broncs to wins team sounds off
that if we can focus on surrounding
the nucleus of returners with a more
consistent quality of skilled players,
the program can make a turn to
stability."
The Lady Broncs will return two
starters from this year’s squad, point
guard Amanda Carlow and shooting
guard Jennifer Piwonka, and will
only have two seniors on the roster.
"We lost four seniors who played
a lot of minutes and there’s big
shoes to fill," said guard Mary
Decock.
"I think we need quicker guards
and bigger posts so we can match
up against both more athletic and
bigger teams," said Carlow.
The fans can look forward to a
well balanced team in which
teamwork will be in display.
"I think we’ll all contribute and I
don’t think we’ll have only one or
two players stepping up every
night," said Decock.
"My goal with young people is to
teach ‘them before self’ and if that
goal is accomplished, the victories
will fall into place," said Craft.
Craft is ready to lead the Lady
Broncs and likes what the future
holds for her team.
"I accepted the position at UTPA
because I believe that with the right
outside support, the women’s
basketball program is at its turning
point," she said.

City, Kan.
Afterward, Craft became assistant
coach for the Richmond Rage of the
American Basketball League. When
With their fourth head coach in
the ABL folded, Craft became the
three years, the Lady Bronc
top assistant coach and recruiting
basketball team seems to be in very
coordinator at San Diego State.
good hands to start working toward
After a year at San Diego State,
next season. DeAnn Craft will lead
Craft became Lamar’s head coach.
the women next season as they will
Under Craft’s tutelage, Lamar
try to keep moving in the right
posted a 12-16 record during the
direction.
2000-2001. The Cardinals finished
Craft knows her basketball and
10-10 in the Southland Conference
understands what her players have
that year, their best conference
to face. She grew up in a family in
finish ever.
which basketball was very
"I owe a great deal of
present. Her father and
my basketball background
brother both played at the
to my father and brother,"
collegiate level.
said Craft, who takes over
She was an outstanding
for Tracy Anderson at the
college basketball player
helm of a team that won
at Central Florida,
seven games this season.
averaging 20.9 points per
"They have been
game as a senior in 1987,
instrumental in my
ranked among the top 40
knowledge of the game
players nationally in
DeAnn Craft
and in teaching me the
scoring, and leading the
sportsmanship that is involved."
nation with a free-throw percentage
Craft will bring her experience to
of 92.6 percent.
a Lady Bronc team who will need
Craft began her coaching career
strong recruiting to be competitive
as a graduate assistant at Central
in the next few seasons.
Florida before taking on a four-year
"My experience at other
assistant coaching position at
institutions, the maturity I’ve gained
Wichita State.
through the profession and the
As a head coach, Craft compiled
recruiting contacts I’ve maintained
a 66-30 record in a three-year stint
will be beneficial in helping to lead
at the helm of Cowley County
this program," said Craft. "I believe
Community College in Arkansas

By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American

UTPA Baseball Schedule
Date
Feb. 1
Feb. 2
Feb. 2
Feb. 10
Feb. 10
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 16
Feb. 19
Feb. 19
Feb. 22
Feb. 22
Feb. 23
Feb. 26
Feb. 27
Mar. 1
Mar. 2
Mar. 4
Mar. 7
Mar. 8
Mar. 9
Mar. 11
Mar. 12

Opponent
SWT
Sch. (DH)
Schreiner
Lamar (DH)
Lamar
Lamar
California
Nebraska
SWT.
Inc. Word (DH)
Inc. Word
Ark.-Monticello (DH)
Ark.-Monticello
Ark.-Monticello
Texas Tech
Texas Tech
TAMUCC (DH)
TAMUCC
Reynosa (Exhib.)
TAMU
TAMU
TAMU
Sam Houston State
Sam Houston State

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

UTPA/Al Ogletree Classic (March 14-16)
Iona vs. Illinois
5-1 Illinois
Prairie View
W 16-3
Iona vs. Prairie View
9-1 Iona
Illinois
L 4-0
Illinois vs. Prairie View
13-0 Illinois
Iona
W 9-8

N/A
H
N/A
H
N/A
H

Mar. 17
Mar. 18
Mar. 26

Iona
Iona
SWT (DH)

W 6-1
W 14-2
L 5-0, L 9-4

H
H
A

Date
Apr. 5
Apr. 12
Apr. 16

Date

Opponent

Site

Time

Bold indicates home match

Mar. 28
Mar. 29
Apr. 1
Apr. 5
Apr. 6
Apr. 8
Apr. 11
Apr. 12
Apr. 13
Apr. 15
Apr. 16
Apr. 22
Apr. 23
Apr. 30
May 2
May 3
May 4
May 16
May 17

Dallas Baptist
H
Dallas Baptist
H
TAMUK (DH)
H
TAMUCC (DH)
A
TAMUCC
A
Texas
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Texas
A
Texas-San Antonio
A
Texas-San Antonio (DH) H
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
NMSU (DH)
A
NMSU (DH)
A

7 p.m.
4 p.m.
3 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Noon
6:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
5 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
2/8 p.m.
2/8 p.m.

UTPA Men’s Golf Schedule

14
14
15
15
16
16

Result
W 11-3
W 13-4
W 7-1
L 10-16
W 3-2
L 2-9
L 5-20
L 1-9
L 3-12
L 8-12 (10)
W 4-0
W 15-0
W 2-1
L 5-6
W 15-2, W 6-5
L 7-3
L 7-4
L 14-2
L 7-5
L 7-4
W 3-2 (10)
L 14-5

Site
H
H
H
H
H
H
A
A
A
H
H
H
H
H
Canceled
Canceled
H
H
H
A
A
A
H
H

Other Schedules
UTPA Track & Field Schedule
Date

Opponent

Site

March 29
Apr. 3-5
Apr. 12

Angela Proctor Open
Texas Relays
Stephen F. Austin
Dogwood Inv.
Southwestern Bell
Classic
Drake Relays
Texas Invitational
UTPA Open
NCAA Regionals
NCAA Championships

Edinburg
Austin

Apr. 18-19
Apr. 24-26
May 3
May 17
May 30-31
June 11-14

SFA
Waco
Des Moines
Austin
Edinburg
Lincoln
Sacramento

UTPA Men’s Tennis Schedule
Date

Opponent

Site

March 29
March 30
Apr. 4
Apr. 5
Apr. 9
Apr. 12
Apr. 25-27

Oral Roberts
*Texas-Arlington
Texas A&M-CC
*Centenary
Rice
*UTSA
*Conf.Tourney

Arlington
Arlington
Corpus Christi
UTPA
Houston
UTPA
SA

Bold indicates Home Match
* indicates Southland Conference match
UTPA Women’s Tennis Schedule

Date

Opponent
Centenary
Texas A&M-CC
McNeese State

Opponent

Site
UTPA
UTPA
UTPA

Site

Apr. 7-8

Diet Pepsi Shocker
Classic
Wichita, KS
May 9-11 National Minority Golf
Championships
Pt. St. Lucie
UTPA Women’s Golf Schedule
Date

Opponent

April 9-12

EKU Lady Colonel
Classic
Richmond KY
National Minority Golf
Championships
Pt. St. Lucie

May 9-11

Bold indicates home event

Site

State of Texas well represented in
Women’s NCAA Tourney where toughest
teams set to collide
By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American
The Sweet 16 is set for the
NCAA women’s basketball
tournament and the two Texas
powerhouses are still standing.
The Texas Longhorns in the
West and the
Texas Tech Lady
Raiders in the
Midwest were
both seeded
second and had
no major
troubles getting
through. The
Lady Raiders

COMMENTARY
had a scare in the second round
against UC-Santa Barbara, but
held on to win it by four, 72-68.
Two other teams from the Lone
Star State made it to the big
dance. Texas Christian University,
seeded no. 9 in the East, fell to
the defending champion
University of Connecticut in the
second round, 81-66. Southwest
Texas State fell in the first round
to a much more talented and
athletic Louisiana State
University, 86-50.
It seems like number three was
an unlucky number in this year’s
tourney, as those seeds lost all
their second round matchups.
All the number one and number
two seeds remain and the biggest
upset of the tournament so far
came in the East with no. 11
Notre-Dame beating no. 3 Kansas
State in the second round, 59-53,
to earn a match against the no. 2
seed in the East, Purdue
University.
The Lady Raiders will face
New Mexico on Saturday, while
the Longhorns will be back in
action on Sunday against
Minnesota for a chance to
advance to the Elite 8.
As for my picks, Villanova,
UConn, Duke and Texas will
reach the Final Four, and UConn
will take the title.
Some of the Lady Broncs’ picks
for the Final Four:
Assistant coach
Kate Galligan
Final Four:
Tennessee,
UConn, Texas,
Duke
Champ: Duke

Senior Naima
Williams
Final Four:
Tennessee,
UConn, LSU,
Duke
Champ: UConn
Sophomore
Jennifer Arriola
Final Four:
Villanova,
UConn, Texas,
Duke
Champ: Duke
Junior Mary
DeCock
Final Four:
Colorado,
UConn,
Minnesota, Duke
Champ: UConn
Senior Michelle
Smith
Final Four:
Tennessee,
UConn, Texas,
Duke
Champ: UConn
Soph. Clarisse
Arredondo
Final Four:
Tennessee,
UConn, LSU,
Duke
Champ: Duke
Senior Julie
Porter
Final Four:
Tennessee,
UConn, LSU, Duke
Champ: Duke

Soph. Jennifer
Piwonka
Final Four:
Tennessee,
UConn, Texas,
Duke
Champ: UConn
• Alex Gravel is a sports reporter
for The Pan American, as well as
UTPA’s all-time leading scorer in
women’s basketball history.
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Between Two Worlds

Freshman standout continues to propel Broncs to
success with nine consecutive wins
By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American

Photo by Nader M. Siam/The Pan American

Freshman Oliver Steil plays fifth and sixth singles for the UTPA men’s tennis team.

The amazing freshman
from the Netherlands, Oliver
Steil, won his ninth
consecutive singles match to
propel the University of
Texas-Pan American men’s
tennis team to a 5-2 win over
visiting Lamar University on
Saturday at the Cox Tennis
Center.
The win was UTPA’s fifth
consecutive victory and they
improved to 8-4 and 1-1 in
the Southland Conference.
The first year marvel Steil
has been very impressive of
late torching the competition
and running off wins in nine
consecutive matches bringing
his record to 11-2 in singles
play for the season.
“Oliver is a very constant
player, all aspects of his
game are solid; he brings a
lot to our team,” said UTPA
head tennis coach Todd
Chapman. “I am not
surprised he is doing so well,
what does surprise me is how
he adapted so well his first
year in another country, in
college and all the pressures
on him.”
Chapman believes there is
more to Steil’s success than
sheer talent.
“I think with some

conditioning and work in the
weight room his game will
only get better,” he said.
According to Steil - the
Rio Grande Valley transplant
- personal records are an
accomplishment, but making
a contribution to the team is
what really matters.
“I am happy to be here
contributing to this team, I
want to work on my game
and improve,” he said.
“Coach Chapman has been
great helping me with many
different aspects of my
game.”
Steil who started playing
tennis in the street with his
father when he was five years
old, has always looked up to
German tennis great Boris
Becker.
“I have always loved
watching Boris Becker play,”
he said. “I try to play like he
does, with no fear and a
passion for the game. My
family and I used to stay up
all night watching tennis on
television and that’s where a
lot of love for the game
comes from.”
While winning nine
straight singles contests since
Feb. 12 against St. Mary’s is
quite an accomplishment for
Steil, the UTPA standout
feels there is still work to be
done.

“All I want to do is
improve my singles and
doubles play so our team
could make the NCAA
national tournament,” he
said.
According to Chapman,
doubles play continues to be
the prime area where the
team - including Steil - must
work hard to improve.
“The team has made
strides, but this year’s
doubles has been our Achilles
heel,” Chapman said. “We
got caught in some close
matches, and we didn’t make
the shots we needed. We
played well in singles.”
Finding success in his first
season of collegiate tennis,
Steil believes he can only get
better, and believes the team
will also improve.
“We have many of our
players coming back next
year the sky is the limit,” he
said.
Steil said he plans to stay
in the United States after
graduation.
“I think I would like to
maybe coach tennis,” he said.
“I have learned a lot from
coach Chapman.”
The Texas-Pan American
tennis teams will return to
action next Saturday, when
they play Oral Roberts in
Arlington, Texas.

Practice makes perfect for Moses
By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American
On March 15 Amy Moses made history
when she was the first athlete to represent
the University of Texas-Pan American at
the NCAA National Indoor Track and
Field Championships.
The 20-year-old from Edinburg North
High School finished 15th at the 20-pound
weight throw with a distance of 58 feet
and 4 1/2 inches. Not bad for a girl who
has only been throwing the weight for a
little over a year.
"Amy had an incredible season and for
her to even qualify was something,
considering the fact that last year was the

first year she ever threw the weight," said
head coach Ricky Vaughn. "She didn’t do
exactly as well as we hoped but she will
definitely learn from this."
A native of Winnipeg, Manitoba, the
Canadian moved to the Valley in March
1998 when her mother found a job
opportunity as a nurse at the McAllen
Medical Center. The move was not that
big of a cultural shock for Moses.
"It was weird at first but I was not
intimidated by the different culture
because my dad is black and my mom is
white," Moses said. "I grew up living
with different cultures."
She enrolled at Edinburg North High
School at the end of her sophomore year,

improved 13 feet since he got here,"
joined the track and field team and ended
Moses said.
up the track and field MVP as a
But potential is not all
senior and went to state in the
that is needed to be
discus throw, finishing fifth.
successful at the Division I
When she came to UTPA as a
level; hard work and
freshman in 2000, Moses found
dedication are also keys.
herself without a coach to help
Moses had to move back
her on her technique.
home last summer to
"We didn’t really have a
support her mother who has
coach for throwers so the guys
had four surgeries in the
(throwers) would help me out
past year, which made it
with my technique and stuff,"
more difficult financially for
she said.
the family. Through all the
The arrival of Vaughn the
adversity, Moses kept her
very next year had a big impact
Amy Moses
on Moses’ career. "He saw the
See MOSES page 14
potential that I had and I
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F

rancisca Vásquez and her 16-year-old son
live in a shack smaller than some closets,
without running water or electricity. But

While many people take the basic necessities of life for granted,
there are some families, particularly along the U.S.-Mexico
border, that survive without even a source of clean water

she says, “No tengo de que quejar me (I have
nothing to complain about).”
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
Upon arrival the family did not
She led her family to Alamo eight
know where to turn for assistance.
years ago looking for a better life.
“Venimos por necesidad (We came Things were difficult for them the
because of necessity),” Francisca, 47, first two years they lived in the U.S.
“We went through some hard times
said. “We needed to work and I
when we first moved,” Francisca
wanted my younger children to be
said. “My daughter’s son was so
able to attend school. Over there (in
small. We knew there was help
Mexico) we could not afford for
available, but we didn’t know where
them to go further than elementary.
to go.”
Here if you work you can at least
Although the rest of the family
afford to eat. Over there the money
adapted to the move well, after a year
you make is not enough and there is
of residing in the
no opportunity
Valley, Francisca’s
for
husband decided to
advancement.”
Over there the
move back to Rio
Just as many
Bravo, Tamaulipas
before them, the
money you make
where they
family crossed
is not enough
orignally moved
the Rio Grande,
from.
or as they know
and there is no
“He got
it, the Rio
opportunity for
impatient and
Bravo, to live in
could not
the land of
advancement.
understand the way
opportunity.
- Francisca Vasquez,
of life here,"
At the time
colonia resident
Francisca said.
her oldest child,
“We still have a
Claudia, was 19
relationship with
and her
him. My children see him about
youngest, José Francisco, who lives
three to four times a year. He doesn’t
with her, was only eight. Her other
want to come over here and we
children Dulce, Emilio, and Sandra
don’t want to go back. Maybe when
were in between.
José Francisco is done with school
All the children moved to the
United States voluntarily. Sandra, the we can move back. It is going to be
up to him.”
fourth child, was going on 11 and
Then two years after the move
hoped to study here.
and after the couple had another
“I wanted to come so that I could
baby, Claudia’s husband also
attend school,” Sandra said. “I
returned to Mexico, but not by
wanted to study to be a
choice.
cosmetologist.”
“We had some problems in our
Claudia was already married and
marriage,” Claudia said. “He hit me
her first child was three-months-old
once during a fight and the police
when they moved. She and her
were called. He was deported.”
husband came to work.
Claudia remarried five years ago
“I came following my mom,”
and now has another boy who is
Claudia said. “We came to work and
three years old. Dulce is also
better our lives. In Mexico my sister
married and has four children.
Dulce and I started working at 15
and my brother Emilio at 13. We still Emilio and his wife have three
weren’t making it. We knew it would
be better here.”
See FAMILY page 12

“

Ashley Brooks/The Pan American
(Above) - The yard beside the home of Francisca Vasquez and her
youngest son, José Francisco, is cluttered with possessions because their
home is not large enough to accommodate them.

“
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Francisca Vasquez, a colonia
resident in Alamo, talks while three
of her grandchildren, Joanna, Ismael
and Ernesto, play. Francisca, a
native of Mexico, has lived in the
United States for eight years.
Ashley Brooks/The Pan American

