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Broncs edge
’Runners
By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan
American men’s tennis team defeated
its archrival, the University of TexasSan Antonio, 4-3, before the largest
crowd of the season Saturday afternoon
at the Orville Cox Tennis Center.
In doing so, the team finished second
in the Southland Conference with a 3-2
record and a 13-7 overall record. and
should be one of the favorites to win
the conference tournament next week.
“We knew it was going to be close
against UTSA because they’re a great
team,” said head coach Todd Chapman.
According to freshman Oliver Steil,
winning the doubles was the key.
“We’ve had troubles all year to get
the doubles point and we did against
UTSA, which decided the match,” he
said.
Steil and his partner, sophomore
Jeremy Salvo, won their doubles match
at No. 2, 8-5, while senior Matt Gower
and freshman Nik Porter won their No.
3 match-up 8-6.
The teams split the singles matches
3-3. Porter won his match 6-1, 6-1 at
No. 6 while Salvo also downed his No.
4 matchup, 6-2, 6-2. Sophomore Filip
Koziell came out victorious as well,
beating his No. 2 opponent 6-4, 6-1.
Before the season started, the men’s
tennis team had three goals in mind:
win the conference tournament, win the
regular season conference title, and get
nationally ranked. They are now ranked
72nd in the country and are looking to
take home the Southland Conference
Tournament trophy for the first time.
“We have a chance to win it,” said
Steil. “We just have to play well for the
whole weekend."

“We’re confident,” said senior Neil
Barraclough. “As long as we get a
good week of practice next week and
everybody stays healthy, we think we
can win it this year.”
Although they were not able to
clinch the regular season title, coach
Chapman is extremely pleased with the
outcome of the season.
“Having only two seniors on the
team I didn’t know how we were going
to respond,” Chapman said. “Our
freshmen responded well, were very
consistent all season and we are sitting
about where I thought we were going to
be before the season started.”
Porter finished his freshman season
16-9 in singles and Steil closed at 1812.
One of the reasons why the team has
had a successful year is teamwork.
“We’ve been working better as a
team and we support each other a lot
more than in the past,” said
Barraclough.
“I think we have a strong team,
strong individual players and we can
function very well as a team,” said
Steil.
The conference tournament will
begin on Friday, April 25 at the
University of Texas-Arlington. The
Broncs will most likely face Lamar
University in the first round of the
tourney. UTPA defeated Lamar, 5-2, in
their last meeting on March 22.
Their hopes to make their goal
happen are high and losing is not even a
consideration.
“We put ourselves in very good
position to win the tournament by
beating UTSA last weekend,” said
Chapman. “We are playing our best
tennis of the season right now and we
can do it.”

No bunny here
Friday or Saturday
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Pan Am Days
continue today

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
With the University of Texas-Pan
American so close to the U.S.-Mexico border,
college students should have the opportunity
to learn about the relationship this country
has with Mexico and Latin America. That’s
why the Center for International Programs
(CIP) is hosting the annual Pan American
Days this week, through Thursday, April 17.
The theme for the Pan American Days 2003
is U.S.-Mexico and Latin America in
Difficult Times: NAFTA, Immigration and
the Future of Latin America.

See related story on Page 5

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Dozens of students gathered Wednesday in the Quad to watch the 1978 film “Grease,”
shown on the north side of the Student Union Building.

Photo by Matt Lynch/The Pan American

Junior Tom Mangelschots hits a backhand during a warm-up session earlier this season.

The organization aims to provide
students, especially athletes, with
fellowship and worship.
“We are in college away from home,”
said Treasurer J.C. Crosby, a junior
criminal justice major. “Most athletes are
from out of state or other parts of Texas
and don’t have a car. FCA
gives athletes and all students
a chance for fellowship on
campus and also to learn the
word of God.”
Crosby feels that FCA
members can help in the
struggle to reshape the often
negative stereotypical image
of today’s athlete into one that
is more helpful to the
community and society as a

“

whole.
“We reach out to other athletes because
a lot of them don’t know Christ,” Crosby
said. “A lot of people look up to athletes,
so then the athletes can bring other people
to Christ, too.”
The organization tries to make its

It helps students
remember why they’re in
school and helps keep
them on track
- Amy Moses, UTPA track athlete

“

Sometimes there is more to sports than
athletic competition.
To prove that point, there is an
organization of student-athletes University
of Texas-Pan American combining an
individual’s relationship with God with
sports.
The Rio Grande Valley Collegiate
Fellowship of Christian Athletes is a nondenominational organization specifically
geared toward athletes.
But according to chapter President Amy
Moses, the club is open to all students.
“FCA is for everybody who wants to
know Christ,” said Moses, a junior premed biology major.

VOICE
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Student group provides fellowship
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

THURSDAY

Campus

gatherings casual and low-key so that
students can leave their worries behind.
“FCA is a place to come and relate to
others, relax, and get away form school,”
Moses said. “We want to remind students
that God is there. We have fun in His
name and spiritually grow together. That’s
what FCA is about, and that is what
fellowship is about.”
Crosby feels that fellowship is an
important part of being a Christian and
helps build a better relationship with God.
“God wants you to have quiet time with
him on a one-to-one basis, but he also
wants you to [congregate] and teach
others about Christ,” he said.
FCA also hopes to provide an
alternative to students who would rather

See FCA page 14

The United States has been dealing with
the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) since 1992 when President George
Bush, Ambassador Carla Hills, and the
governments of Canada and Mexico
announced the completion of negotiations for
NAFTA. The program went into place in
1994.
According to the NAFTA website, NAFTA
was created to safeguard existing U.S. health,
safety and environmental standards by
allowing any party to deny entry to products
that do not meet its national standards. It also
provides protection to states’ rights by

Pan Am Days
Events
Doing Business in Mexico
1:10 BA 110
Education Infrastructure in
Latin America
2:35 BA 110
The Future of Latin America in
Difficult Times
7:10 BA 118

allowing regional subdivisions in NAFTA
countries to pass standards that may be more
difficult than national standards.
The Preamble of NAFTA states that its
purpose was to “strengthen special bonds of
friendship and cooperation among their
nations, create an expanded and secure
market for the goods and services produced
in their territories, reduce distortions to trade,
enhance the competitiveness of their firms in
global markets, preserve flexibility to

See DAYS page 6

Mayoral challenger likes chances
THE PAN AMERICAN
In his return to Valley politics, Richard
Garcia brings an interesting blend of
humility and confidence to the mix.
The former judge and longtime Valley
attorney will challenge incumbent Joe
Ochoa for Edinburg mayor in less than a
month, and has already been active on the
campaign trial.
“I am not God's gift to anything,” said
Garcia in a recent interview. “But I am a
local with lots of experience, and I think
it's time for a change in city politics.”
The race for mayor involves Garcia in a
bid to get back into the arena after a sixyear sabbatical. May 3 he faces a seasoned
battler in Ochoa, whose tenure has lasted
10 years since he defeated Al Ramirez in
1993. In an attempt to gain quick and
positive publicity, Garcia has learned a
lesson from his opponent's struggles with
Valley media.

“Joe has
gotten
clobbered
by the
Daily
Review,
and it's
usually not
a good
idea to
take on the
media,”
said
Garcia,
who has
RICHARD GARCIA noted the
sustained
attack by Edinburg Daily Review
columnist Beng Lim.
“I don't think that Joe has done a bad
job, necessarily, but I do think that getting
into it with reporters is a bad idea.
Sometimes they write good things,

sometimes not. But the pen is mightier
than the sword, especially in politics.”
Both politicians will have a chance to
address the media April 23 when they take
part in a forum at American Legion post
408 at 7 p.m. Early election voting began
this week.
This media lesson is just one of several
Garcia has ingested in a Valley career
spanning back into the 1970s. A 1964
Edinburg High graduate, he got a business
degree from Pan American University in
1971 and finished law school in 1973. He
made his area debut as a partner in law
with current County Judge Ramon Garcia,
and held several judgeships after that.
Garcia's main experience came during
16 years as a country court-at-law judge
starting in 1980, and he says that going
through that span taught him much about
handling people and their problems.
“We had a high volume of cases on that
court,” said Garcia, whose sister, Dahlia

Guerra, is the chair of the music
department at the University of Texas-Pan
American. His daughter is a UTPA
graduate as well. “I dealt with people from
all walks of life,” he said, “and I feel that
this experience will help me as mayor,”
In order to become the city's third
Hispanic mayor, Garcia will have to topple
Ochoa, who has been on the scene during
a period of unprecedented growth for the
city of Edinburg. The latest U.S. Census
showed over 48,000 people in town, and
the city's expansion in the last 10 years
has been an exemplar of the incredible
population boom for Hispanics in South
Texas. There have been a handful of
economic ventures during that period;
some have done well, others have not. The
Edinburg Baseball Stadium, and its minor
league team, the Roadrunners, falls into
the former category, the Supersplash water
park into the latter.

See CANDIDATE page 6
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Tuition bill still in limbo
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The Texas Legislature is debating whether a
tuition deregulation bill should be passed to
give the University of Texas Board of Regents
the power to control tuition rates in public
universities throughout the state.
The current policy gives the Legislature the
power to set tuition rates, and the Board of
Regents is left to set fees for each institution.
The deregulation bill will allow each university
to set its own tuition rates.
The plan first started on December 2002, and
Chancellor of UT Systems Mark Yudof brought
the proposal to the Board of Regents. Then on
Jan. 10, The Dallas Morning News reported
that public university officials were asking the
Legislature to give them the opportunity to set
their own tuition rates.
Yudof explained that the proposal would
waive student's fees and wages of those whose
family income is less than the state median of
$41,000. According to the National Center for
Public Policy of Higher Education, the average
cost of attending a Texas public university is an
estimated $2,800, up 63 percent the last 10
years, while the fixed cap of tuition rates is $88
per semester hour, which might go up or down
if the bill is passed.
Monty Jones, associate director of public
affairs for the UT System, told the Daily Texan

that if tuition was to be deregulated, the market
would then drive rates. He also added that
sensitivity to the market would ensure
affordable tuition, and would allow the
university to more efficiently control its
resources.
However, UTPA Provost/Vice President
Rodolfo Arevalo thinks differently about the
subject. He stated that the bill would probably
help the university to better maintain itself, but
it would affect the students and the community
in the long run.
“Financially it will help the university, [but]
it will not be beneficial for students,” Arevalo
said. “Students tuition will probably go up.”
Arevalo also stated that he thinks UTPA will
not raise its tuition as much as other big
schools like UT-Austin. His reasoning was that
they do not want to put themselves out of the
market to the point where students will not be
able to afford tuition.
Members of the Board of Regents believe
that deregulation will help students at schools
in areas where the income level is lower.
Another factor is that the tuition deregulation
bill, if passed, will help relieve the burden that
the state is feeling since the shortfall was
announced earlier this year. With the state
facing a $10 billion deficit, proponents argue
that if the state cannot help provide the schools
with needed funds, the universities should
acquire the funds in other ways. What some

students fear is that when the school is faced
with money problems, it isn’t going to look for
ways to solve them, but will just raise the
tuition. This was the viewpoint expressed in a
recent issue of Texas A&M’s Battalion
newspaper.
State Sen. Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa is against
tuition deregulation and his office provided
some pros and cons regarding the bill.
Some of the reasons to be against the bill are
that students do not trust their Board of
Regents with the rates, and deregulation will
make some universities financially easier to
attend than others, while shifting the financial
burden from the state to the students and their
families. Reasons for the bill to be passed focus
on how it will allow universities to make up for
the state budget cut by raising tuition.
On the other hand, the bill has received
support from Gov. Rick Perry and from most
of the state universities as well as the Board of
Regents. Vice Chairman Rita C. Clements is
also in favor of the bill. She stated that she
would like for the bill to pass because of the
tight state budget, and she likes the room for
movement it implies.
“We need to have the possibility to
deregulate tuition, and decide institution by
institution what it should [charge],” Clements
said. “It will give us the flexibility in what we
charge our institutions instead of the
Legislature.”

Local soldier travels to D.C.
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
A huge honor came to the University of
Texas-Pan American recently, as Bronc
Battalion Cadet Antonio Sanchez is one of
just 300 people who have been invited to
attend the George C. Marshall ROTC Award
Seminar, which started Tuesday in
Lexington, Va.
The three-day conference, which ends
today, provides guidance to the cadets
selected to attend. It is named for Marshall,
one of the greatest soldiers the country has
ever had and the man responsible for
rebuilding Europe after World War II.
ROTC is a program that teaches the
decision-making, management skills,
leadership, and the discipline that will
enhance the students’ future success in
either a military or a civilian career,
according to a press release.
Since the ROTC formally became an
organization in 1916, it has helped more
than half a million men and women become
Army officers through the Army ROTC
program. Some of those who passed through
ROTC are Secretary of State Colin Powell,
and Sam Walton, founder of Wal-Mart.
Sanchez, a senior finance major, is now
the battalion commander for the UTPA
Army ROTC after two years in the
organization. Capt. Tiburcio Macias,
assistant professor of military science,
stated that Sanchez is the number one cadet
in the organization, which made him the
best qualified to participate in the
conference.
“It is a tremendous honor to be selected to
attend,” Macias commented. “If we could

ANTONIO SANCHEZ
send every one of the cadets we would.”
Sanchez, a graduate of McAllen Rowe
High School, is an Army veteran who has
served for seven years. He went to active
duty right after high school, and was
stationed in Fort Carson, Col. He then went
to serve overseas, got selected to be part of
an airborne training camp, and eventually
fought forest fires in California and Oregon.
According to Macias, the selection
process is competitive, as 270 universities
fight for a certain number of slots to the
conference, which occurs every spring
semester and features important speakers,
including past U.S. presidents and other
important government officials. Those
scheduled to appear this year are Maj.
General John T. D. Casey, commander of
the Army cadet command, and Thompson E.
White, secretary of the Army.
The attending cadets participate in

discussions about military subjects, while
having the opportunity to meet the
president, said Macias. Out of 18 discussion
topics, Sanchez had to pick six, which he
had to research and learn more about to get
prepared for the conference.
Some of the topics involved the war in
the Persian Gulf, Americans after NAFTA,
peacekeeping and the U.S. military, and
Homeland Security and the role of the
military, just to name a few.
Sanchez says that he is sure the current
war with Iraq will be a big topic.
“I am sure the war will be a topic,”
Sanchez stated. “It is definitely something
related with the issues going on right now,
and the discussions will help me better
understand some of the issues that are going
on, and the role of the armed forces.”
Sanchez plans to become an officer in the
National Guard after graduating this
summer. He wants a commission as second
lieutenant, which is a presidential
appointment given when the student meets
all the requirements, such as being in
ROTC, and finishing a college degree. He is
also pursuing a job position in the
Department of Treasury.
“I definitely want to retire as a National
Guard,” Sanchez said. “I want to stay in
[because] I feel there are at least another 13
years of service left in me.”
Sanchez commented that it is a privilege
to be selected by the organization. He also
added something for his fellow classmates
who wish to pursue a college degree, and
have an interest in the military. He says they
should consider being part of ROTC.
“It is always an honor to get recognized
in the military,” he concluded.

sports
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OSU pummels UTPA in two meetings
Broncs pick up wins against Oral Roberts, but
Oklahoma trip takes wrong turn against Cowboys
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
Oklahoma State took the
University of Texas-Pan
American baseball team to
school for the second day in a
row Wednesday afternoon in
a two-game series best left
forgotten. The Cowboys
romped on the Broncs 17-7 at
Allie Reynolds Stadium in
Stillwater, Okla. before a
crowd of 891 fans.
UTPA dropped to 19-23 on
the season after losing their
eighth game in the last 11,
and State improved to 25-11
with the come-from-behind
victory.
Along with being
outscored 41-8 by the
Cowboys, the Broncs have
been outscored 68-28 in their
last five games. The Broncs
are 2-3 on their current road
trip, and 2-12 on the road for
the season.
Despite having surpassed
last year’s 15-win season, the
Broncs have gone 3-8 in
April. Last year, Pan Am
went 6-6 in the month of
April. This spring brings the
toughest part of the schedule,
and State showed why this
week, though at first it
seemed like an upset was in
the air.
UTPA started the game by
tagging starting pitcher Justin
Ottman for six runs in onethird of an inning. Cody King
(2-0) came on in relief of
Ottman and pitched 3.2

innings of shutout ball.
However, Oklahoma came
right back. The Cowboys
ripped Pan Am starter Travis
Parker (3-3) for 12 runs on 12
hits in three innings to take a
12-6 lead.
The Broncs added just one
more run while OSU scored
five additional runs in the last
two innings of the game to
finish off UTPA 17-7.
A day earlier, on Tuesday,
it had taken the Cowboys just
one inning to tame the Broncs
24-1. Oklahoma State sent an
amazing 20 men to the plate,
scored 15 runs on 15 hits and
knocked around two UTPA
pitchers before the first
inning came to an unmerciful
end.
Oklahoma State pounded
Edinburg native Aaron
Guerra for eight runs and six
hits before he was relieved by
Mission’s John Lopez. Lopez
was tagged for 10 runs in
only 2.2 innings of relief.
Guerra took the loss and
dropped to 2-6.
Relief pitchers Ricky
Anderson and Robert
Martinez closed out the final
three innings and allowed six
runs on seven hits.
Oklahoma State’s Jimmy
Rhodes improved his season
record to 2-1 by pitching
three-hit ball and allowing
just one lone Bronc run to
cross the plate. Cowboy
Justin Quaempts came on in
relief and pitched two hitless
innings to close out the game.

Prior to the UTPA’s twogame series with OSU, the
Broncs took two out of three
games against Oral Roberts at
Tulsa, Ok. On April 11, Pan
Am edged out ORU, 8-7, in
12 innings and freshman left
fielder Louie Alamia went 5
for 6 in the dramatic Bronc
comeback win.
Senior designated hitter
Bruce Kennedy knocked in
the game-winning runs with a
two-out, two-run single in the
top of the 12th that scored
senior Jerome McCoy and
freshman Alamia.
The Golden Eagles got
even with the Broncs on April
12 with a 14-5 thrashing.
On Sunday, after trailing 62, the Broncs sent 10 men to
the plate and scored five
unanswered runs in the top of
the ninth to defeat ORU, 7-6.
Sophomore Juan Saenz (10) pitched one inning of
shutout relief and picked up
the victory after relieving
junior Tommy Sorden, who
allowed six runs on nine hits
in seven innings.
UTPA will be back in
action April 22 in Austin to
take on the defending
national champion Longhorns
for a single game.
The Broncs are 2-29
against Texas in the all-time
series including a 7-3 loss to
the Longhorns on April 8. In
1971, UTPA swept a twogame playoff series from
Texas, 1-0 and 4-0, en route
to the College World Series.
Pitcher John Lopez (above)
goes through his throwing
motion, while Louie Alamia
(left) warms up in preparation
for an at-bat earlier this season. The Broncs suffered two
tough losses against
Oklahoma State University
during the recent road trip, losing two contests, 24-1 and
17-7 Tuesday and Wednesday.
Photos by Daniel Aguilar/
The Pan American
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continued from page 16

gather in the name of religion instead of just to
party.
“We want to reach students on campus and
introduce them to Christ,” Moses said. “There’s a
need on campus for better things to do. We want to
offer another alternative to partying and things like
that.”
FCA has helped Moses, a lifetime Christian, stay
focused and she feels it does the same for others
who participate in the group.
“It helps me grow spiritually, and other people,
too,” Moses said. “It helps students remember why
they’re in school and helps keep them on track.”
FCA also understands how busy students are and
is sensitive to the fact that UTPA students often
have heavy workloads either in classes or outside
jobs.
“I was in Chi-Alpha before, but I couldn't give
the time they required.” Moses said. “FCA is only
once a week and I still get to interact with other
Christians.”
FCA has enabled Moses as well as other
members to take time out of their busy schedules
for God.
“I try and take as much for God as I can, but it
does not always work out,” she said. “So being a
part of FCA helps me to give him time. Every
Monday I dedicate time just to him. I leave all
other worries.”
FCA holds Bible studies Mondays at 7 p.m. in
the gymnastics room in the Health and Physical
Education II building.
“In the Bible studies we talk about life situations
that we go through now,” Crosby said. “In every
meeting our purpose is to present Christ as our
savior to those who have not accepted him as their
own personal Lord and savior. We don’t focus on
any religion, only on Christ. That is what God
wants us to do.”
Fellowships, praise and worships are held once a
month as well.
At the beginning of each semester they hold an
Opener, in which they have an obstacle course,
play volleyball and basketball. They also have food
and games.
“We hold the Opener to show people what FCA
is about and so that members can get to know each
other better,” Moses said.
FCA is also planning on visiting Valley high
schools to speak with local FCA organizations at
the high school level
“We are hoping to go to high schools,” Moses
said. “It would be nice to dedicate time to the
community’s youth.”
FCA also spends time supporting UTPA sports
teams and members make an effort to attend games
and tournaments as often as possible.
“Everything takes a lot of time to plan to
organize,” Moses said. “Everyone is always busy
sometimes I have to do everything by myself. It’s
really hard, but I enjoy doing it.”
According to Moses, the organization is
currently in a transitional period and in the process
of searching for new officers to refill the positions
of athletes who have previously graduated or left
the university.
“Right now we are rebuilding because many
officers left,” said Moses, who has been with FCA
since Spring 2001. “I know God has a big plan for
FCA, though. Pretty soon we’ll see change and
growth. That’s what I’m looking forward to.”
Despite the transition FCA is experiencing, the
organization has changed Crosby, who participated
in FCA at both the junior high and high school
levels.
“FCA has brought me out of my little shell,” he
said. “I’m not embarrassed to talk about Christ. It
has helped me build confidence.”
Being a part of FCA has taught Crosby many
other things as well. He has discovered that serving
God is more than just going to church on Sundays.
“I used to just go to church, go to the services,
go in and out,” Crosby explained. “I wasn’t doing
anything for God, though. It’s more than just that.
You have to go out and reach people. Pick up your
cross daily.”

sports

Page 14

Lady Broncs drop season
finale to McNeese State
The Pan American
Heading into Wednesday’s
contest against McNeese State, the
University of Texas-Pan American
women’s tennis team was
beginning to turn a tough season
around.
The Lady Broncs (5-16) had
won three out of their last five
matches, picking up victories
against Southern Utah, Vermont,
and Centenary.
But the season would not end on
a positive note, as McNeese State
(10-7) blanked UTPA 7-0 in the
season finale at the Cox Tennis
Center.
The closest matches of the day
came in the doubles competition,
where two matches went 8-5. At
the first doubles position, Noelia
Furno and Magali Risoleo
defeated Elisabet Mateos and Ana
Pena 8-5, while Marina Gando and
Somer McFarlain beat Laura
Boskovich and Julie Fife 8-5 at
the third doubles position.
UTPA’s Jessica Brown put up
the most fight in the singles
competition, losing 6-3, 6-2 to
Carolanne Lumsden at the fifth
singles spot.
Despite the recent victories, the
Lady Broncs ended the season on
a two-game losing skid.
UTPA dropped a 6-1 decision to
the Texas A&M-Corpus Christi
Islanders April 12 at the Cox
Tennis center.

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Ana Pena (foreground) and Elisabet Mateos play doubles against McNeese State.

Intramural update
Rec sport seasons winding down,
playoffs set to begin
By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American
As the semester gets closer to
the end, some intramural sports
are also ending. Many will
complete their regular season
play this week and prepare for
the playoffs.
In flag football, the Gamblers
and the Stallions are still
undefeated at 5-0 and will be
the biggest threats to take home
the title.
However, they will have to
face fierce competition with the
Explosion not far behind at 5-1
and the Mudd Dawgs at 4-1.
The Illegal Aliens are leading
the table in soccer with a record
of 5-1.
The race for second place in
the regular season is between
La Pandilla and A.M.S. Red
Dragons, both at 4-2, and Los
Maestros at 3-3. The remaining
five teams all have losing
records and are looking to upset
a top team to keep their hopes
of a championship alive.

The race for the co-ed
softball title seems to be
between the Scrubs and Team
Physical, who each compiled an
impressive 4-2 record.
The remaining four teams
combined for only four wins
during the regular season,
making it almost impossible for
them to take away top honors.
A single elimination
tournament will decide the
champions in each sport
starting next week. All
tournament games will be held
on the fields by the Bronc
Village Apartments and will
start at 4 p.m. on Monday, April
21.
No scores were available for
3-on-3 basketball, but the
tournament will begin the week
of April 28, in the HPE II
gymnasium.
For more information on the
tournaments, standings, or
intramural sports, stop by the
Intramural Rec Sports Office at
apartment 2101 located in
Bronc Village.

Mitchell earns
first-team honors
By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
The University of TexasPan American men’s
basketball program
received a distinct honor
for one of its standout
players. Senior guard
Kevin Mitchell was
awarded first team AllIndependent for 20022003.
This prestigious award
was voted on by the men's
basketball coaches and
sports information
directors from independent
schools.
No stranger to
accolades, Mitchell was
named second team AllIndependent as a junior last
season.
Mitchell who was in the
starting lineup for every
Bronc game this season,
led the team in scoring,
averaging 14.7 points per
game. In addition to

leading the team in the
scoring category, he had a
team-best 48 steals and
was second with 97 assists.
On Feb. 8, Mitchell
scored a career-high 34
points in a 105-43 victory
over Central Baptist at the
Fieldhouse.
During his career,
Mitchell scored in double
figures 22 times. He broke
the UTPA all-time singleseason record by playing
1,072 minutes this year,
and is tied for fourth on the
all-time school list with
134 three-point field goals
made.
“Kevin was looked upon
to do so many different
things on the basketball
floor, he showed leadership
and teamwork and so
many other intangibles that
make him a great player,”
said assistant coach Robert
Davenport. “He was not
only a great player but a
quality human being.”
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Sexual assault awareness sought
By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American
Despite increased education about what
constitutes sexual assault, studies show that
only 18 percent of all assaults are reported to
the police.
According to Chris Lippincott, media
director for Texas Association Against Sexual
Assault, annual rates are difficult to determine
because they are only kept on reported
assaults. He said TAASA, a statewide
coalition to stop sexual assault, works with the
lawmakers and policy makers for laws against
perpetuators. In this way they are able to
assist the survivors and prevent crime.
“Less that one in five assaults are reported
to the law,” Lippincott said. “It’s difficult to
prosecute or get a conviction for the
perpetrator, we want to encourage the law
enforcement to investigate the crimes.”
Lippincott said the crimes are often against
children under the age of 18 or committed by
someone the victim knows or trusts. These
factors both contribute to the low reporting
numbers, he said.
To raise awareness among students across
the Valley, Bacchus and Gamma, along with
Mujeres Unidas, will present a mock trial
today publicizing the issue of sexual assault.
Dandy Pilon, president of Bacchus and
Gamma, said the trial will be held at 2 p.m.
today at The University of Texas-Pan
American Student Union Theater.
“We wanted to give the students the
opportunity to know about sex assault and
how to prevent it and how to help people who

have been sexually assaulted,” Pilon said.
“We”ll have two real lawyers and a judge and
12 jurors from various student organizations.”
Mujeres Unidas, an organization which
helps sexual assault victims, feel it’s important
for people to be aware of sexual assault and
the different types of violence. Monica
Hernandez, rape crisis service coordinator for
Mujeres Unidas, said the organization will
provide intervention for crisis for the victims.
Hernandez said if the victim decides to file
charges against the perpetrator, a rape kit will
be issued to them. A kit involves a forensic
exam that is performed by a sexual assault
nurse at a hospital and results from the exam
assist the police so they can make a case
against the perpetrator.
“The forensic exam will go from combing
the hair and swabbing areas that may contain
DNA that is not their own,” Hernandez said.
“When the law comes into the picture, they
will collect the evidence and send it to the
lab.”
Sexual assault has also been a problem on
campuses across the country. According to
Hernandez, in some cases students have come
in years after the assault happens because they
are ready to start a family and need to cope
with there feelings toward the assault.
Hernandez noted that many of the assaults
are drug and alcohol related. She said such
assaults take place at social events or at a
friends apartment or house, leading to socalled date rape.
“It happens mainly in parties,” Hernandez
said. “They have drank too much, when they
wake up they see their clothes are on

Bitter memory: Dealing with
assault difficult to overcome
By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American
Although a report does not necessarily
mean that a offense was actually committed
at the University of Texas-Pan American,
the current crime statistics don’t include the
non-reported assaults.
Laura, a UTPA student who asked that
her real name be withheld, never thought
such an incident could have happened to
her. While walking to her class a little after
7 a.m. during the Fall semester two years
ago, Laura said a man in a vehicle
approached and asked her if she needed a
ride.
“I told him no, and I continued to walk,”
Laura said. “He asked me again and I
firmly told him no.”
Laura who was walking in the sidewalk
next to Emelia Hall, recalls the man driving
a green car. She said he then drove forward,
stopped and got off his car, by the time she
knew it, the man tried to pull her in into his
vehicle.
“I was just screaming, he took my bag
pack off and I just ran,” Laura said. “I ran
to the library and I told security that
someone was following me around.”
She said security immediately notified
the University Police Department and
began to question her about the incident.
Laura noticed that she was surrounded by
students and immediately felt embarrassed
and couldn’t tell the policeman the full
story.

“I just told them there was this guy was
following me around in the parking lot,”
Laura said. “After that happened I went
back and I saw my bag pack was there.”
Chris Lippincott, media director for the
Texas Association Against Sexual Assault,
said victims often don’t report incidents
because society can sometimes blame the
victim for the assault. This can contribute
to the feelings the victim has about blaming
him or herself.
“They have difficulty believing the
victim, sometimes they end up blaming
them for the attack because they were late
out drinking or went to someone's house or
apartment,” Lippincott said. “All it is, is
bad judgment, but they are not to be
blamed.
Lippincott said victims often suffer from
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. Symptoms
include eating disorders, substance abuse
problems and sleeping disorders.
While Laura does not suffer from PTSD,
she said she was terrified after the incident
and was too afraid to walk by herself.
“It’s a horrible feeling, like I couldn’t do
anything about it,” Laura said. “I could just
imagine what could have happened if he
would have put me in the car.”
Laura said people shouldn’t feel inferior
to the perpetrator, but instead should try to
defend themselves if they are caught in a
similar situation.
“Try to think and don’t let him see your
fear,” Laura said. “Just fight back and get
away.”

backwards or not
on them.”
Although most
perpetrators who
 Get to a safe place.
assault college
students are in the
shower, bathe, wash your hands, brush your
 Do not shower,
same age group as
teeth, use the toilet or clean up in any way.
way. You could
the victim,
destroy evidence.
Hernandez said
she has received
 Do not change or destroy clothing. Your clothes are
complaints from
evidence.
students who said
they have been
 If it was in your home, do not rearrange and/or clean up
harassed by their
anything. You could destroy evidence.
professors. Such
sexual harassment
 Get medical attention as soon as possible.
involves touching
or rubbing up
 Contact a guardian or family member you trust or call the
against the
local rape crisis center hotline.
students.
“The ones we
 Most of all, know this is not your fault.
have received are
from Pan Am, it’s
Source: Texas Association Against Sexual Assault
not an
overwhelming
Crime statistics from UTPA show that no
number, it’s very few,” Hernandez said. “It is
sexual assault violations have been reported as
very difficult for them [victim] to come out,
of 1998. According to Howard Miller, Chief
especially if they are still under the offender’s
of the University Police Department, there
control.”
have been assaults such as grabbing, touching
Lippincott said the incidents don’t happen
or use of a weapon reported to the police.
as often, but students should still go forward
“We really haven’t had any serious assaults,
and report them to the college administration.
it is very rare.” Miller said. “We are working
He hopes administrators will investigate the
with Mujeres Unidas in terms of providing
crimes and report them to law enforcement
counseling, and speaking to young ladies.”
agencies.
Lippincott said TAASA will continue to
“Sometimes the universities are concerned
educate the student population in sexual
about their image,” Lippincott said. “They do
not want to have something like this occurring assault awareness. Since college students have
more access to social events - plus drugs and
on their campus because it can give the
alcohol - he hopes they will be able make a
university a bad image.”
responsible decision. That includes being on
While harassment rate are low, Lippincott
the lookout against having one’s drink
said they have worked with professors who
“dosed” with various “date-rape drugs” that
have been good mentors to sexual assault
render the subject nearly helpless. The use of
victims. He noted other professors however,
may take advantage of the position they are in such drugs has risen sharply in the last 10
years.
and abuse it.
“We discourage people from getting drinks
“I worked in a case in which the survivor
from people they don’t know,” Lippincott
was referred by one of her college
said. “We have talked to young men in the
professors,” Lippincott said. “Just like there
issue of consent to sex. Communication is a
are bad professors, there are also very good
very important part.”
professors.”

Survivor Guide

Gabriel O. Hernandez/The Pan American

En garde
Students Chris Berndhart (left) and instructor Mike Salazar practice fencing last week for a
directing project shot Sunday. The performance will involve a scene from the movie “The
Princess Bride” where Berndhart will portray Wesley in a duel against Inigo Montoya.
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What is your opinion about
the rescue of Mission’s
Edgar Hernandez?
Carlos Gomez
Computer Science
Sophomore
It is good that he is coming back home.
We hope that the war is over soon so all
the troops can come back to be together
with their families and the people that
have been praying for them.

Casto Ibarra
Electrical Engineering
Senior
The U.S. should be proud of having troops
that risk their life for their country like
Edgar. I am glad he’s back home.

Eric Escamilla
Computer Science
Junior
I am glad that Edgar is safe and will
be coming home soon. To me he is a
true American hero.
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Engineering has
hands-on action
Manufacturing program builds professionals

By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
As the only accredited program in the
whole state, The University of Texas-Pan
American manufacturing engineering
program offers state-of-the-art
instructional and laboratory facilities to
its students.
According to Dr Subhash Bose, chair of
the Manufacturing Engineering
Department, the degree is accredited by
the Accreditation Board for Engineering
and Technology.
Bose added the manufacturing engineer
must be familiar with the fundamentals of
a mechanical engineer such as how to
design a product, make it affordable,
make sure the product is good quality,
how to make the machine to make the
product, and how to man machinery
materials though the process.
“This product could be anything,” Bose
said. “It could be shoes…anything.”
The program teaches students
fundamentals, including using and
recovering material, doing inspections,
using machines efficiently, producing the
product, and meeting shipping deadlines.
Bryant De La Cruz, senior in the
program, says he is able to learn a lot
more because UTPA allows the students
to use certain machines and to get
firsthand experience; at other universities,
students do not allow their students to use
machines.
“I like the labs, we are able to make
and break pieces,” De La Cruz said. “We
get to make our own designs and touch

the machines and can get a hands-on
approach.”
De La Cruz added he likes the fact that
the classes are small and the professors
are able to help the students on a one-onone basis. He said there is an average of
10-12 people in each class. According to
Bose, there are 120 undergraduate
students in the program and 50 graduate
students.
Osbaldo Lopez, a senior, also likes the
small class size and adds that the
professors of the program make all the
difference. He says that most of them
have outside experience in the field and
are able to incorporate that into their
teachings.
“The professors help out in any form
they can,” Lopez said. “They also have
connections and are able to put in a good
word for the students looking for a job or
an internship.”
Lopez added that the use of the
laboratory is very disciplined because of
the machines. He said the department is
proud that they have gone 1,517 days
without an accident.
“We have machines that can hurt your
eyes and even chop off an arm,” Lopez
said. “That is why we are not allowed to
be in the lab with out a lab assistant.”
Lopez said the help is good because
there is always someone in the lab to
assist. Last year, 20 students graduated
from the program, and more than are
working in the field, for such major
companies as Lockheed Martin, General
Motors, Sony, and Rolls Royce. Others
have gone to graduate school.

Jose Ibanez
Accounting
Senior
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
UTPA recruits hoopsters
The UTPA’s men’s basketball team recruited 5-foot-10 guard Sergio
Sánchez and 6-5 guard Ray Castillo of Temple College who will join the
Broncs for the 2003-04 season as juniors with two years of eligibility.
Sánchez led Temple College in scoring by averaging 17.2 points per game
while hitting 93 percent of his free throws. He was also named Conference
Player of the Year.
Castillo, who transferred from Incarnate Word to Temple, led the Leopards
in scoring during conference play with an average of 18.1 points per game and
16.3 in other games. He netted 78 percent of his free throws and earned first
team All-Conference honors along with Sánchez.
Last fall, UTPA signed 6-5 guard Patrick Andreport during the early signing
period.

Keating sets record
The UTPA men’s track team finished sixth out of 10 teams and the women
finished eighth of nine teams at the Dogwood Invitational at Stephen F. Austin
State University on Saturday.
Sophmore Westly Keating set a school record at the 1,500 meters by
winning his race in 3:49.69 and Sophomore Rowana Hamlet finished second
in the 400-meter hurdles. Hamlet’s time of 1:02.87 set another school record.
Junior Rashaad Ben finished second in the 100-meter hurdles in 14.40
seconds. The finish qualified Ben for the NCAA Regional Championships
along with Pharr native Keating.

Stanley Cup playoff update

UTPA BASEBALL SCORES AND STATS
April 16
UTPA
6000100-7 9 0
(19-23)
OSU
5 2 5 0 2 3 X -17 17 0
(25-11)
Pitchers: UTPA - T. Parker; J. Sáenz (4); B. DiOrio (6).
OSU - J. Ottman; C. King (1); A. Whitehead (5); B.
McDonald (6).
Win-C. King (2-0) Loss-T. Parker (3-3)
Time - 2:25 Attendance - 891
HR: OSU - J. Fields, J. Urick, M. Matulich

Randy Salazar
English
Freshman

April 15
UTPA
0001000 - 1 3 4
(19-22)
OSU
(15) 0 3 6 0 0 X - 24 26 0
(24-11)
Pitchers: UTPA - A. Guerra; J. López (1); R. Anderson
(4); R. Martínez (6). OSU - J. Rhodes; J. Quaempts
(6).
Win - J. Rhodes (2-1) Loss - A. Guerra (2-6)
Time - 2:30 Attendance - 913
HR: OSU - J. Virgil, C. Bartosh, J. Fields

I’m glad he is safe since he is a
citizen from the Valley. I am part of
the ROTC, so as a soldier, I also feel
very glad.

April 13

Hilda Barrientes/The Pan American

Carlos Martinez (left) assists Osbaldo Lopez, who works on a handmade robot in the
Engineering Department Tuesday.

UTPA
200000005 - 7 8 0
(19-21)
ORU
100302000 - 6 9 2
(16-15)
Pitchers: UTPA - T. Sorden; J. Sáenz (8); J. López (9).

ORU - T. McIntyre; A. Chalfant (4); D. Martin (9).
Win - J. Sáenz (1-0) Save - J. López (1) Loss - D.
Martin (2-5)
Time - 3:09 Attendance - 588
UTPA Baseball Team Leaders
Batting
G
Louie Alamia 37
Tony Ortiz
41
Marco Garza 41
Jerome McCoy 41
B. Kennedy
40
Matt Sisk
36
Aldo Alonzo
21

AB
129
163
167
118
148
111
54

H
53
56
57
33
41
30
14

R
29
28
36
27
25
18
6

HR
0
0
4
0
3
3
0

RBI
17
31
39
14
35
18
7

AVG
.411
.344
.341
.280
.277
.270
.259

Note: Based on 54 at bats.
Pitching
J. Gibson
R. Martinez
B. DiOrio
A. Guerra
John Lopez
T. Sorden
T. Parker

G
19
9
13
11
11
12
13

IP
42.0
13.1
39.0
50.1
34.1
50.1
68.1

W-L
6-4
0-0
2-2
2-6
2-0
2-3
3-3

SV
2
0
1
0
1
0
0

The seventh-seeded Anaheim Mighty Ducks took a commanding 3-0 series
lead over the defending NHL champion and second-seeded Detroit Redwings
after beating them 2-1 on Monday.
Last year, the Red Wings raised the Stanley Cup trophy for the third time in
six seasons after defeating the Carolina Hurricanes four games to one. Detroit
most recently won the Stanley Cup in the 1996-97, 1997-98 and 2001-02
seasons.
Colorado took a 2-1 lead over Minnesota with a 3-0 shutout win on April 14.
The St. Louis Blues got back on track by defeating the Vancouver Canucks, 31, to take a 2-1 lead in the series.

MLS season opens
Major League Soccer kicked off its eighth season April 5 with the defending
MLS champion Los Angeles Galaxy playing to a 1-1 tie against the 2002 U.S.
Open Cup champion Columbus Crew at Crew Stadium before a near capacity
crowd of 22,058 fans.
Last Saturday, Los Angeles came back to tie the Dallas Burn in the first half
and neither club could pull out the victory in overtime and had to settle for the
tie and its accompanying point in the standings.
The Crew, playing its second match of the season, narrowly defeated the
New York MetroStars 1-0 on a 90th-minute goal by long-time Crew striker
Jeff Cunningham. The MetroStars drew the largest opening day crowd of the
2003 season with 23,786 fans.
Columbus is currently the MLS leader with four points (1-0-1) and is
followed by Kansas City and San José with three points apiece.
MLS kicked off its inaugural season in 1996 by trying to build on the
interest spurred by the 1994 FIFA World Cup held in the United States.

Tigres win Clasico

The 2003 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs got under way April 9 with 16 teams
qualifying for the post-season conference quarterfinals best-of-seven series.
In the Eastern Conference, No. 1 seeded Ottawa battled back to take a 2-1
series lead over the eighth-seeded New York Islanders with two straight wins.
The Boston Bruins routed New Jersey, 5-1, April 15 to prevent the secondseeded Red Devils from sweeping the series.
Tampa Bay defeated Washington, 4-3, in overtime to cut the Capitols' series
lead to 2-1. Toronto took a 2-1 series lead on April 14 with a double-overtime
4-3 victory over the Philadelphia Flyers.
In the Western Conference, the No. 1 seeded Dallas Stars evened up their
series at two apiece with a 3-1 win over eighth-seeded Edmonton on Tuesday.
Dallas will try and take the series lead April 17 when they face the Oilers at
7:30 p.m.

UTPA BASEBALL STATS

It is a blessing for he and his family
that he is safe. We should feel glad
that he is back home as well as for
the other troops that have been
rescued.
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BB
20
12
17
26
17
41
31

SO
27
7
22
25
26
36
37

ERA
4.71
4.72
5.54
5.72
6.29
6.62
8.03

The Tigres of the Autonomous University of Nuevo Leon defeated the
Rayados of Monterrey, 2-1, on an 87th minute penalty kick by Brazilian
Alexander Mineiro to win the 70th edition of the Clásico Regiomontano, a
matchup between the two Monterrey-based clubs.
Tigres improved to 7-4-3 (24 points) on the season and took over first place
of Group 2, and is currently in sixth place overall. Monterrey dropped to
second place in Group 2, and eighth place overall.
Santos Laguna of the northern Mexican city of Torreón in Coahuila state
edged out Mexico City club Atlante, 1-0, to take over first place in the
Mexican Soccer League with 27 points (8-3-3).
The game-winning goal was scored by Paraguayan World Cup defender
Denis Caniza in the 44th minute.
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Reynosa success Earth Day program
belies downturn shows UTPA effort
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
Dr. John Sargent, assistant professor of
international business at The University of
Texas-Pan American, believes more jobs will
be lost in the maquiladora industry in Mexico,
but that one city, Reynosa, is bucking the tide
of crisis.
Sargent, who has studied maquiladoras for
the last 10 years, has witnessed some drastic
changes in the industry in the last two years.
Cheap overseas labor has drawn a lot of
business to Asia and away from the border.
But Reynosa’s diversification, with a boost
from a Valley firm, has made that city one of
the few bright spots in a serious
manufacturing downturn.
“Maquilas overall have been doing very
poorly in the last two years,” he said.
“Maquilas have lost a quarter million
employees.”
Electrical machinery equipment, apparel
and autoparts for motor vehicles are the three
major sectors of the maquila industry. In a
business conference last month at UTPA,
Sargent advised maquila-related business on
both sides of the border to continue auto parts
production but stay away from apparel and
electronic merchandise production.
One of the reasons for that
recommendation is because, as Sargent says,
apparel is the sector hardest hit lately.
“Apparel depends in most part of low cost
labor,” he explains. “And with recent changes
affecting trade in Mexico it just became a
little tougher.”
Several formerly lucrative Valley plants,
including Haggar, have shut down in the past
five years.
Mexico used to have several advantages in
this particular sector. These special benefits
allowed people to produce in Mexico duty
free. But such quotas/advantages have
gradually been eliminated as a result of
NAFTA.
“Recently, however, we had changes which
gave form to a NAFTA parity,” said Sargent.
“The entire quotas system is going away for
2005 as result of other treaties negotiations.”
The elimination of the quotas system and
rising wages have made Mexico’s unique
advantage disappear in apparel production for
the most part. China, on the other hand, has
gained benefits it didn’t have before joining
the World Trade Organization.
According to INEGI, a Mexican
government agency, over the last two years
Mexico’s apparel production dropped from
$8.6 to $7.6 billion while China’s jumped
significantly from $6.1 to $7 billion. This
month, the drain has been halted by the
spread of the Asian-based disease SARS,
which has put shipping into limbo for the time
being.
This is expected to be temporary. After the
air is clear, the Asian world will probably
keep on taking business away from this area.
The electrical machinery and equipment
sector is also vulnerable to Chinese
competition.
“Given that this sector doesn’t really
require any concerns about just-in-time
production and wage cost in China is
cheaper,” Sargent said. “We are seeing a
tremendous shift here.”
Indeed, China’s exports in this major sector
jumped from $19 billion to $24 billion in the
last two years.
While Mexico and the Texas border face a

crisis in apparel and electrical machinery and
equipment production, production of auto
parts is a ‘totally different” story, Sargent
says.
“Fine assemblers such as GM, Ford and
Chrysler want to have their suppliers as close
as possible to their plant of assembly,” he
said. “Given that they need their supplies in a
just-in-time basis, they can’t do that in
China.”
This translates into a unique advantage for
Mexico over Asia. Sargent explains that
sending auto parts on boats from Asia would
take approximately six weeks to arrive in
Mexico and the United States. Once there,
they can be unloaded and used in cars.
However, not everything is good news for
Mexico’s auto parts maquila sector.
“We recently learned that GM and Ford
will significantly reduce production for cars at
least temporarily,” Sargent said. “This is due
to reduced market demand so I think we will
see some job loses in this sector, too.”
Still, he feels confident the vehicle sector
“will keep it strong” as long as it maintains its
special advantages. This would help the city
of Reynosa to maintain its all-time high.
GOOD LOCAL NEWS
With import and job losses to China and in
comparison to the other four major maquila
cities, Ciudad Juarez, Tijuana, Matamoros and
Ciudad Chihuahua, Reynosa still has proved
to be a success story.
Sargent attributes this to the McAllen
Economic Development Corporation, a nonprofit corporation under contract with the city
of McAllen as the grantee and operator of the
McAllen Foreign Trade Zone.
According to the MEDC website, this
corporation promotes Mexico as an attractive
destination for companies seeking expansion
or relocation.
“This location decision creates a win-win
situation for both Reynosa and McAllen,”
reads the corporation’s statement. “Many of
the companies that have moved to Reynosa,
Mexico have also established offices in
McAllen; and, almost all of them have key
employees living on the U.S. side of the
border.”
In Sargent’s point of view, the people at
MEDC did “something that made a lot of
sense.”
“They were aware that these aggressive
changes would come,” he explains. “So they
targeted and tried to attract firms that did
higher-value type of operations.”
MEDC managed to attract suppliers with
technological intentions. Moreover, in the
early ’90s they did not allow just any firm to
settle in Reynosa unless it had a strategy that
“really made sense.”
“They were looking to have a diversified
base of firms,” Sargent added. “Reynosa is
ahead of the other major maquila cities as far
as identifying industries and firms that make
sense.”
In the long-term, this is precisely the type
of strategy that has allowed the city of
Reynosa to outproduce the other cities in a
time of crisis. For while apparel production
may be seeing its last days, the city still
counts with firms working on the other two
major sectors of the maquila industry.
“Unlike Tijuana where they specialized in
production of televisions,” he said. “Now that
they are facing difficult market conditions and
hard competition from China, it doesn’t really
make sense for them to keep doing that.”

Day of campus activities will highlight 33rd year of
environmental awareness day

By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

persuade President Kennedy to give
visibility to this issue by going on a
national conservation tour.”
Both Attorney General Robert
On April 22, 1970, 20 million
Kennedy and President John F. Kennedy
demonstrators and thousands of schools
liked the idea and the president began
and local communities all came together
his five-day, eleven-state conservation
to protest on behalf of the environment.
tour in September 1963. Despite the
Thus the first Earth Day was held.
attempt, the environment still did not
This year, the University of Texas-Pan
become part of the national political
American will have a hand in the
agenda of the time.
worldwide celebration. The
“I continued to speak on
Environmental Awareness Club of the
environmental issues to a variety of
University of Texas-Pan American will
audiences in some twenty-five states,”
hold Earth Fest on Tuesday at the Quad
Nelson wrote. “All across the country,
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. The club will
evidence of environmental degradation
be selling environment friendly products
was appearing everywhere, and everyone
at reduced prices, such as low flow
shower heads, compact lights, and native noticed except the political
establishment. The environmental issue
plants.
simply was not to be found on the
Native plants will also be given away
nation’s political agenda. The people
to students who pledge to do something
were concerned, but the politicians were
positive for the environment at the
not.”
pledge table. The pledges will be
Nelson still hoped to find a way to
gathered and put on posters that will be
make politicians take notice of the
posted around campus.
environmental issue. The idea of Earth
The Pre-med Society will open the
Day occurred to him while he was on a
planetarium from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
conservation speaking tour out West in
for students, faculty and staff to visit.
the summer of 1969.
Honda will bring a
The anti-Vietnam
Honda Civic hybrid
War demonstrations,
car for
called “teach-ins,”
demonstration. The
Finally, in November
had spread
car uses electricity
1962 an idea
throughout college
as one of its energy
campuses across the
sources.
occurred to me...to
nation and served as
Fruit cups, baked
persuade President
the inspiration for
goods, and other
Kennedy to give
his idea.
food will be on sale.
visibility to this issue
“Suddenly, the
There will also be an
idea occurred to me,
organic food
by going on a
‘why not organize a
demonstration and
national conservation
huge grassroots
samples available.
tour.
protest over what
Local environment
- Sen. Gaylord Nelson,
was happening to
groups will provide
Earth Day Founder
our environment?’”
free literature. The
Nelson wrote. “I
McAllen Recycling
was satisfied that if
Center will be
handing out free items to those who visit we could tap into the environmental
concerns of the general public and infuse
their information table.
the student anti-war energy into the
The entertainment will include a
environmental cause, we could generate
karate demonstration and the South
a demonstration that would force the
Texas Indian Dancers at 12 p.m. A
issue onto the political agenda. It was a
recycling contest, sponsored by
big gamble but worth a try.”
Edinburg Recycling Center, will be held
At a conference in Seattle in
between different UTPA student
September 1969, Nelson announced that
organizations. A $5 fee is required to
in the spring of 1970 there would be a
enter the contest, which will be added to
nationwide grassroots demonstration on
the total of the prize money. The
organization who brings in more items to behalf of the environment and invited
be recycled will win. Registration for the everyone to participate. The news spread
quickly throughout the country and
contest will continue until Tuesday.
many contacted the senator for
information on the upcoming event.
HISTORY
“The American people finally had a
According to an article on the website
forum to express their concern about
www.earthday.evironlink.org written by
what was happening to the land, rivers,
the founder of Earth Day, Sen. Gaylord
lakes and air, and they did so with
Nelson, the idea for Earth Day evolved
spectacular exuberance,” Nelson wrote.
over a period of seven years beginning
“Earth Day worked because of the
in 1962.
spontaneous response at the grassroots
In 1962, it troubled Nelson that the
level,” Nelson explained. “We had
state of the environment was not an
neither the time nor resources to
issue of concern among U.S. politicians.
organize 20 million demonstrators and
“Finally, in November 1962 an idea
the thousands of schools and local
occurred to me that was, I thought, a
communities that participated. That was
virtual cinch to put the environment into
the remarkable thing about Earth Day. It
the political ‘limelight’ once and for
organized itself.”
all,” Nelson wrote. “The idea was to
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Numbers game is Feinberg’s realm
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
Sooner or later you have to
take the course: the dreaded
“numbers” class required in
almost all majors. In
communication, the sciences, in
sociology, there is at least one
class focusing on quantitative
methodology and/or statistics.
Many students freak out about
courses with heavy amounts of
mathematics. But some people
embrace them.
For UTPA’s Dr. Martin
Feinberg, assistant professor of
computer information systems
and quantitative methods,
research is an everyday thing.
It’s his niche.
Feinberg started at UTPA in
Fall 1999 and has several papers
accepted to academic journals to
date. His research deals with the
economics of the U.S.-Mexico
border area.
“A lot of my research is on
maquiladoras [Mexican
factories], I have already one

DAYS

paper published [on that
subject],” Feinberg said. “I’m
[also] doing something on the
effects of China. There are a lot
of these factories moving to
China and it is hurting the
maquiladoras.”
Another paper recently
accepted by an accredited
academic journal was the
comparison of the two U.S.
Valleys that border Mexico.
Feinberg wanted to do a an
economic comparison of the Rio
Grande Valley and the Imperial
Valley in California.
“I’m comparing how one is
rural [in California] and ours[the
RGV] is very different.
They are very interesting to
compare. That paper has been
accepted in the Midwestern
Business Journal of Economics,”
Feinberg said.
Feinberg said that he is always
coming up with different ideas
and usually works on 12 research
topics simultaneously. He was
awarded a best author award in
2001 from the Journal of

provides
American Academy
quantitative data
of Cambridge for
for analysis.
the article
“Often I take
‘Analyzing
surveys on both
Perceptions of
sides of the border
Compliance by
and on whatever it
Mexican
is that I am
Accountants to
thinking about,”
Mexican GAAP’
Feinberg said.
[Generally
“First we [coAccepting
authors] set up
Accounting
surveys both in
Principle]. He
English and in
added that another
FEINBERG
Spanish, then we
large part of his
collect the data. [After that], I
research is concentrated on
use the different techniques that
NAFTA.
I [teach] in my classes.”
The Yonkers, N.Y. native has
The techniques Feinberg
formally researched over 32
applies to his studies are:
topics which were published in
regression, correlation,
journals or presented at scholar
discriminate analysis, ANOVA,
conferences. He received his
time-series and cross-sectional
doctorate from Louisiana Tech
analysis. The regression tries to
University in 1999, his M.B.A.
from the University of Rochester predict an outcome by using one
dependent variable and a number
in 1982 and his bachelor’s from
S.U.N.Y. at Binghamton in 1980. of independent variables.
Correlation is similar to
Feinberg usually uses the
regression, which attempts to see
survey method to conduct most
an association between two
of his research. This method

continued from page 1

safeguard the public welfare, and
protect, enhance and enforce basic
worker’s rights.”
Many presenters are taking the time
this week to visit UTPA and discuss the
import and effects of NAFTA with
students. Tuesday afternoon several
professors from different universities
including the University of Texas-El
Paso and universities in Mexico spoke
on the impact on industries and on the
rural poor as well.
In the session “Engineering Issues in
Mexico” Dr. Rogelio Garza of the
Universidad de Nuevo Leon (UANL)
spoke about NAFTA’s influence on
engineering. He spoke to a roomful of
UTPA students about the UANL and
what the university had to offer, but
also about the problems the students in
Mexico, and the country in general has
seen.
“Up until the mid-’80s, that the
Industry of Mexico was protected by
economic barriers but that by joining
with NAFTA, new pressure was put on
the people to change things,” Garza
said.
Along with NAFTA, Pan American
Days events cover a wide variety of
issues, from education infrastructure in
Latin America, to Mexican folklore and
art to diabetes in Mexico and the U.S.
Mexico Border.
This is the fourth year the CIP has
had the chance to arrange Pan
American Days. According to Javier
Martinez, a junior international business
major, and Pablo Javier Calafiore, a
business administration graduate
student, the CIP has had the
responsibility of running the events, but
has received numerous help from
faculty members of the university.
“I think each Pan American Days are
getting better,” Martinez said. “We are
including more cultural events, and

more speakers are coming from
different places bringing new
perspectives to share with the students.”
Martinez said that the CIP chose
NAFTA as their main theme because of
the way it affects the daily lives of the
citizens living in the U.S.
Calafiore said that even though there
are many business-related sessions,
there are other different topics to
interest all types of people. For
instance, criminal justice assistant
professor Rosalva Resendiz gave a
presentation on Mexican folklore and
art which focused on prison art. It was
her second time participating in the Pan
American Days.
“I really enjoyed participating
because both times, I have been able to
give a presentation on our culture and
our people,” Resendiz said. “Although
we are in the border, our studies do not
always provide the avenues to educate
students about
Mexican/Latin American issues. Not
only does our faculty participate, we
had professors from other border
universities and that was pretty exciting
for me.”
“I think that this [Pan American
Days] is a remarkable event that the
students can experience,” said Dr.
Miguel Gonzalez, associate professor of
manufacturing engineering. “There is
an increase of students coming to the
sessions than last year, so I hope that it
can continue on and bring information
to the university.”
Calafiore said that even though most
of the speakers volunteered to help, he
felt it was something the university
needed.
“I know last semester Rudy Giuliani
came to campus but students had to pay
$500 to see him,” Calafiore said. “We
are offering students a chance to see
respectful speakers that have important

messages for free. That’s what we’re
here for.”
Resendiz said that Pan American
Days also provides an opportunity for
students and faculty to meet professors
outside of their departments.
“Although Pan Am days was a
success, I think that we need to increase
the students' participation and we need
to brainstorm about this.” Resendiz
said.
Junior history major Fernie
Castaneda said that he would enjoy
attending sessions that topics have to
deal with international relationships
between the U.S. and Latin America.
“I think it’s very important to
understand the relationships between
the U.S. and other countries,”
Castaneda said. “There needs to be an
understanding about not only the
economic ties we have with other
countries, but the relationships we have
with them, whether they be bad or
good.”
Besides having sessions on serious
matters, students can also enjoy the
cultural events that Pan America Days
has to offer. Each day at noon in the
Library Foyer, events such as folklorico
dancing and mariachi music will
unfold.
Other cultural events that have
already occurred this week include
performances by the UTPA Mariachi,
and music from Mexico, Cuba and
Latin America, Noche Mexicana with
Edgar de Saltillo. The Student Union
hosted the Raices de Sangre and The
Maquiladora Story Tuesday night with
director Jesus Trevino.
Students can still participate in Pan
American Days by attending one of
today’s speakers and trying to catch the
cultural events at noon. Thursday, the
Mariachi Femenil from the Ballet
Folklorico de Reynosa, will perform.

April 17, 2003

Arts & Entertainment

Page 11

variables.
Feinberg said discriminate
analysis uses a prediction model
where he comes up with factors
that can be predicted. ANOVA is
technique that compares three or
more populations. Time series
analysis focuses on a particular
population for a specific period
of time. And cross-sectional
analysis yields a comparison of
two different time periods from a
time series analysis.
“So it’s a lot of border
research using these quantitative
research techniques,” he
explained.
Feinberg also did a research
study on students from UTPA
that was accepted in a journal.
“We surveyed 118 students
right here in Pan American. We
were looking at Internet access
in rural areas,” he said. “The
study was on library access for
students who had Internet access.
The article was quite well
received in the Social Science
Computer Review, which is
ranked among top journals.”

CANDIDATE

continued from page 1

Garcia did not hesitate to say that he has some
different ideas than Ochoa on the city's future course.
“Again, I am not saying that Joe didn't do well, but
I do think he and his people have taken more credit
for things that went well and not for other less
successful things,” Garcia said.
“I think in some ways the citizens are clamoring for
change, and that's why I have decided to run. This
administration is powerful,and as a result, some
voices are not being heard, on the City Council and in
the community.”
Garcia is proud of the strides that Edinburg has
made, and he says that the area will continue to grow,
no matter who the mayor is.
“We have to deal with that growth, because this is a
metroplex now," he said of the Valley, which has
nearly one million residents from Rio Grande City in
the west to Port Isabel and Brownsville in the
southeast.
“Lately the attitudes have been polarizing, and I
truly think we may have alienated some of our
neighbors, like McAllen, who we need to do business
with. I am used to dealing with big dollar figures and
expenditures, and also used to practicing
cooperation.”
In terms of the election rush, Garcia said that in a
way, running for mayor of Edinburg is a cakewalk
compared to trying for a Valley-wide office.
“I have been elected before against more imposing
candidates,” he said. “It's harder to walk into a town
where you know no one and try to make your points.
In Edinburg I am among friends, people I know and
that my parents know. I am looking forward to doing
my best.”
Garcia feels that someone has to break the partisan
logjam in local politics so that the city can move
forward and continue to prosper. He also feels that he
is the man to help the process along. For now
anyway.
“This is not a career move; I don't plan on being
mayor forever, that's why there are term limits,” he
said laughing. “But it is high time to dissolve the
inner circle and start anew.”
“Edinburg is where I come from, it's where I live
and the future of the city is important to me.”

The Pan American is looking for
hard-working, dedicated students
to fill various positions for the
Summer II and Fall semesters. To
apply, stop by COAS 187 to fill
out an application.
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RACE continued from page 8
that’s not good.”
Arriaga noted that the racing events held
at the racetrack serve multiple purposes
aside from just being entertaining.
“It keeps you out of trouble. Instead of
racing in the street and having a wreck, at
least you race here and it’s legal,” he said.
There have been several high-profile
racing-death cases in San Antonio the past
few years. The Valley has always been
known as a car-happy place, but hasn’t had
the problems with racing injuries that the
bigger city has experienced.
“We come here to race and not to argue
with anybody else," Arriaga said. "If you’re
a sports fan, you’re just a sports fan.”
UTPA sophomore Mario Benavidez was
awed by the sheer energy and atmosphere
of the event.
“I’m just checking out the scene and it’s
awesome. It’s fun,” Benavidez said. “I’m
into trucks, but I want to buy a car now
after seeing this.”
Despite the smaller than usual turnout,
Benavidez was confident that the night
would get better.
“It’s all right. Last week was pretty
packed, but people are getting here,” said
Benavidez, a business management major.
“It’s nice. Everybody should come and
check it out. It’s not as bad as people think
it is.”
Benavidez says that people have a
negative view of the sport and that it gets a
bad rap because people think that the
weekly event is surrounded by a lot of
"negative vibes" because its viewed as
street racing.
“It’s not really like that,” Benavidez said.
“Families are out here and it’s nice.”

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

PAGE 7

Photos by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Prior to the showing of the 1978 cult classic film
‘Grease,’ starring John Travolta and Olivia NewtonJohn, Wednesday in the Quad, members of the Sol
y Luna dance club entertained the crowd. Several
events, including a scavenger hunt and costume
contest, also helped introduce the film.

Cine El Rey events
April 17-26
Place: El Rey Theater, 311
S. 17th St., McAllen
Event: April 17 - “In the
Mood for Love,” presented
as part of the STCC Foreign
Film Series; April 18-19 “Grease” at 7 p.m.; April 2526 - Python Mania with a
“Monty Python and the Holy
Grail” and “The Life of
Brian” double feature at 7
p.m.
Phone: (956) 971-9825
La Villa Real events
April 18-26
Place: La Villa Real Special
Events Center, 1201 S.
Bentsen Road, McAllen
Event: April 18 - Texas All
Stars of Comedy with Dave
Lawson, Keir Spates and
Terry Gross, $20 for
reserved, $15 general
admission; April 19 - Little
Joe y la familia and Ruben
Ramos, $15 in advance, $
20 at the door; April 25 Rick Springfield, $45-55
reserved, $25 general
admission; April 26 Hypnotist John Milton, $20
reserved, $15 general
admission.
Phone: (956) 687-7121
Art Exhibition
April 21-May 2
Place: The University
Gallery hosts “Wanted,” a
Bachelor of Fine Arts
exhibition by Alejandra
Cerda, Ana Garcia,
Tesalonica Garcia, Eunice
Hernandez, Adrian Lares,
Ramiro Lozano and Omar
Valdes. There will be an
artist’s reception April 24 in
the gallery.
Phone: (956) 381-2655
Choir Concert
April 22
Place: Fine Arts Auditorium
Event: The UTPA Choir will
perform.
Price: Tickets are $3 for
general admission or $2 for
UTPA students with ID.
Phone: (956) 381-3471

■ Culture Club . . . . . . 10

‘Summer days,
drifting away...’

Around
Town

A Chevrolet Nova and a Chevrolet Camaro face off in a quarter-mile race at the Edinburg International Racetrack Friday night. The
photos were taken in sequence (clockwise, starting with top left) over a span of less than five seconds.

■ Race cars . . . . . . . 8-9

(Above) - Dozens of
students participated in
pre-film events, including a limbo contest.
(Right) - Mario
Arredondo, of the Sol y
Luna International
Dance Club, dips his
dance partner as they
perform Wednesday in
the Quad.

Students from the Sol y Luna International Dance
Club performed prior to the showing of ‘Grease’
Wednesday in the Quad.

Photos by Daniel Aguilar
The Pan American

Satirical play based on Valley life
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
UTPA student Tom
Fuschetto is adding the
finishing touches to his
upcoming play “Fresas y
Nacas y Nacos.”
The show opens April
24 and will continue
through April 26 with
shows at 8 p.m. at the
STCC Pecan campus
auditorium.
As an English lecturer at
STCC, Fuschetto became
interested in theater when
some of his students asked
him to write and create
plays for them to act in.
After writing and directing
more than nine plays,
while currently seeking a
master’s degree in theater,
Fuschetto also functions as
adviser for Writers In
Literary Discussion, a

student organization that
produces plays and literary
magazines.
The peculiar topic for
“Fresas y Nacas y Nacos”
might as well have been
suggested by Chicano
writer and poet Sandra
Cisneros. Fuschetto says
when he told Cisneros he
was moving from San
Antonio to the Rio Grande
Valley “she told me ‘You
better write about what’s
down there, because if you
don’t, then I’ll come down
there and write about it.’”
“[Fresas y Nacas y
Nacos] is a satire of life in
the Valley,” he said. “The
theme of the play is
basically a demented
romance. A naco falls in
love with a fresa.”
To research the fresa
and naco culture,
Fuschetto paid some visits

to local clubs such as
Prada, The Player’s Club,
and El Bronco Lounge and
asked students about how
they talk and the things
they talk about. According
to his research, fresas are
Mexican snobs pretending
to be wealthy and
European while nacos are
the Mexican equivalent of
a redneck.
In addition to the
romantic storyline which
Fuschetto refers to as
“‘West Side Story’ on
horse tranquilizers,”
audiences will get a taste
of mystery as characters in
the play try to figure out
why chalupas magically
appear in strange and
unexpected places
throughout the play.
The cast is composed of
UTPA and STCC students
as well as members of the

community, the play has a
budget of approximately
$500, and about one month
was spent in production.
But Fuschetto’s only
concern is his audience.
“Usually people who
attend these plays are
Winter Texans,” he
explains. “With most of
them gone by now it’s a
bit concerning even

“

though this play is
intended for younger local
audiences.”
Fuschetto himself
describes the nature of the
play as an “inside joke” to
Valley culture.
“It’s a paranoid romantic
comedy that is meant to be
satirical,” he said. “Its
message is simply that life
is absurd.”

It’s a paranoid romantic
comedy that is meant to be
satirical. Its message is
simply that life is absurd.
- Tom Fuschetto, English lecturer
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What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Jorge Armendariz
Freshman
Marketing

Students turn to local racetrack, rather
than city streets, to fulfill urge to race
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

Supercharged Mustangs, souped-up
Camaros, low-riding pickups and even
passenger vans are all part of the fare
that is offered at the Edinburg
International Racetrack.
Last Friday, some locals took
advantage of Student Night at the
racetrack, located 10 miles north of
Edinburg, looking to be thrilled by the
reverberating roar of nitrous-injected
engines and smell of burnt rubber.
Isaac Ebrom, who practically grew
up at the track and has been the
announcer at Edinburg International
Racetrack for the last four years,
attributed the lower than usual
attendance to a Monster Truck event
that was going on simultaneously in
Mercedes. It shows that such vehiclebased events are popular in the
Valley. Nationwide, racing is the
fastest growing sport in terms of
popularity.
Ebrom explained that Friday nights
are generally reserved for testing and
tuning, as well as one-on-one grudge
races. But track promoters always try
to do a Friday night feature such as
Student Night or Truck Night.
Racetrack statistician and UTPA
student Moses Flores catches all the
action from the vantage point of the
tower where he keeps watch over the
races, which span a quarter-mile on a

straightaway. He also makes sure the
computerized hardware keeps the
event running on all cylinders.
By 10 p.m., seven student drivers
had registered to race in the featured
Student Night event.
“It’s just basically for fun tonight,”
Ebrom said. “On Saturdays we
normally have a little more than
$4,000 in total prize money that we
give out in different classes from
street class to an actual race car
classes.”
One of the aspects that attracts
some fans is the always presentdanger of the highly flammable and
breakneck sport. However, despite
the high speeds that range from 60
mph to more than 150 mph (and the
amateur level of many drivers) the
track’s safety record is not as bad as
one may imagine.
Ebrom and Flores said that the
track averages about one accident
every two months, but most are not
serious. For others, however, the pure
sport of car racing is what keeps
bringing them out to the track each
weekend.
Alejandro “Wero” Arriaga, who races
a 1985 Ford Mustang GT, didn’t mind
the subpar Friday night crowd.
“I’ve been racing off and on,”
Arriaga said. “If you like racing, it’s
always good. There’s never a day
See RACE page 10

Movie: “Grease”
Book: “The Greatest Salesman in the World”
by Og Mandino
Website: google.com

Ale Jimenez
Freshman
International Business
Movie: “Sweet November”
CD: “Great Expectations” soundtrack
Book: “El Conde de Montecristo”

Karla Kernz
Sophomore
International Business
Movie: “Great Expectations”
CD: “Nirvana” by Nirvana
Book: “El Perfume: Historia de UN Asesino” by
Patrick Suskind
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Ebrom explained that Friday nights
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races. But track promoters always try
to do a Friday night feature such as
Student Night or Truck Night.
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action from the vantage point of the
tower where he keeps watch over the
races, which span a quarter-mile on a

straightaway. He also makes sure the
computerized hardware keeps the
event running on all cylinders.
By 10 p.m., seven student drivers
had registered to race in the featured
Student Night event.
“It’s just basically for fun tonight,”
Ebrom said. “On Saturdays we
normally have a little more than
$4,000 in total prize money that we
give out in different classes from
street class to an actual race car
classes.”
One of the aspects that attracts
some fans is the always presentdanger of the highly flammable and
breakneck sport. However, despite
the high speeds that range from 60
mph to more than 150 mph (and the
amateur level of many drivers) the
track’s safety record is not as bad as
one may imagine.
Ebrom and Flores said that the
track averages about one accident
every two months, but most are not
serious. For others, however, the pure
sport of car racing is what keeps
bringing them out to the track each
weekend.
Alejandro “Wero” Arriaga, who races
a 1985 Ford Mustang GT, didn’t mind
the subpar Friday night crowd.
“I’ve been racing off and on,”
Arriaga said. “If you like racing, it’s
always good. There’s never a day
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RACE continued from page 8
that’s not good.”
Arriaga noted that the racing events held
at the racetrack serve multiple purposes
aside from just being entertaining.
“It keeps you out of trouble. Instead of
racing in the street and having a wreck, at
least you race here and it’s legal,” he said.
There have been several high-profile
racing-death cases in San Antonio the past
few years. The Valley has always been
known as a car-happy place, but hasn’t had
the problems with racing injuries that the
bigger city has experienced.
“We come here to race and not to argue
with anybody else," Arriaga said. "If you’re
a sports fan, you’re just a sports fan.”
UTPA sophomore Mario Benavidez was
awed by the sheer energy and atmosphere
of the event.
“I’m just checking out the scene and it’s
awesome. It’s fun,” Benavidez said. “I’m
into trucks, but I want to buy a car now
after seeing this.”
Despite the smaller than usual turnout,
Benavidez was confident that the night
would get better.
“It’s all right. Last week was pretty
packed, but people are getting here,” said
Benavidez, a business management major.
“It’s nice. Everybody should come and
check it out. It’s not as bad as people think
it is.”
Benavidez says that people have a
negative view of the sport and that it gets a
bad rap because people think that the
weekly event is surrounded by a lot of
"negative vibes" because its viewed as
street racing.
“It’s not really like that,” Benavidez said.
“Families are out here and it’s nice.”
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Prior to the showing of the 1978 cult classic film
‘Grease,’ starring John Travolta and Olivia NewtonJohn, Wednesday in the Quad, members of the Sol
y Luna dance club entertained the crowd. Several
events, including a scavenger hunt and costume
contest, also helped introduce the film.

Cine El Rey events
April 17-26
Place: El Rey Theater, 311
S. 17th St., McAllen
Event: April 17 - “In the
Mood for Love,” presented
as part of the STCC Foreign
Film Series; April 18-19 “Grease” at 7 p.m.; April 2526 - Python Mania with a
“Monty Python and the Holy
Grail” and “The Life of
Brian” double feature at 7
p.m.
Phone: (956) 971-9825
La Villa Real events
April 18-26
Place: La Villa Real Special
Events Center, 1201 S.
Bentsen Road, McAllen
Event: April 18 - Texas All
Stars of Comedy with Dave
Lawson, Keir Spates and
Terry Gross, $20 for
reserved, $15 general
admission; April 19 - Little
Joe y la familia and Ruben
Ramos, $15 in advance, $
20 at the door; April 25 Rick Springfield, $45-55
reserved, $25 general
admission; April 26 Hypnotist John Milton, $20
reserved, $15 general
admission.
Phone: (956) 687-7121
Art Exhibition
April 21-May 2
Place: The University
Gallery hosts “Wanted,” a
Bachelor of Fine Arts
exhibition by Alejandra
Cerda, Ana Garcia,
Tesalonica Garcia, Eunice
Hernandez, Adrian Lares,
Ramiro Lozano and Omar
Valdes. There will be an
artist’s reception April 24 in
the gallery.
Phone: (956) 381-2655
Choir Concert
April 22
Place: Fine Arts Auditorium
Event: The UTPA Choir will
perform.
Price: Tickets are $3 for
general admission or $2 for
UTPA students with ID.
Phone: (956) 381-3471

■ Culture Club . . . . . . 10

‘Summer days,
drifting away...’

Around
Town

A Chevrolet Nova and a Chevrolet Camaro face off in a quarter-mile race at the Edinburg International Racetrack Friday night. The
photos were taken in sequence (clockwise, starting with top left) over a span of less than five seconds.

■ Race cars . . . . . . . 8-9

(Above) - Dozens of
students participated in
pre-film events, including a limbo contest.
(Right) - Mario
Arredondo, of the Sol y
Luna International
Dance Club, dips his
dance partner as they
perform Wednesday in
the Quad.

Students from the Sol y Luna International Dance
Club performed prior to the showing of ‘Grease’
Wednesday in the Quad.

Photos by Daniel Aguilar
The Pan American

Satirical play based on Valley life
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
UTPA student Tom
Fuschetto is adding the
finishing touches to his
upcoming play “Fresas y
Nacas y Nacos.”
The show opens April
24 and will continue
through April 26 with
shows at 8 p.m. at the
STCC Pecan campus
auditorium.
As an English lecturer at
STCC, Fuschetto became
interested in theater when
some of his students asked
him to write and create
plays for them to act in.
After writing and directing
more than nine plays,
while currently seeking a
master’s degree in theater,
Fuschetto also functions as
adviser for Writers In
Literary Discussion, a

student organization that
produces plays and literary
magazines.
The peculiar topic for
“Fresas y Nacas y Nacos”
might as well have been
suggested by Chicano
writer and poet Sandra
Cisneros. Fuschetto says
when he told Cisneros he
was moving from San
Antonio to the Rio Grande
Valley “she told me ‘You
better write about what’s
down there, because if you
don’t, then I’ll come down
there and write about it.’”
“[Fresas y Nacas y
Nacos] is a satire of life in
the Valley,” he said. “The
theme of the play is
basically a demented
romance. A naco falls in
love with a fresa.”
To research the fresa
and naco culture,
Fuschetto paid some visits

to local clubs such as
Prada, The Player’s Club,
and El Bronco Lounge and
asked students about how
they talk and the things
they talk about. According
to his research, fresas are
Mexican snobs pretending
to be wealthy and
European while nacos are
the Mexican equivalent of
a redneck.
In addition to the
romantic storyline which
Fuschetto refers to as
“‘West Side Story’ on
horse tranquilizers,”
audiences will get a taste
of mystery as characters in
the play try to figure out
why chalupas magically
appear in strange and
unexpected places
throughout the play.
The cast is composed of
UTPA and STCC students
as well as members of the

community, the play has a
budget of approximately
$500, and about one month
was spent in production.
But Fuschetto’s only
concern is his audience.
“Usually people who
attend these plays are
Winter Texans,” he
explains. “With most of
them gone by now it’s a
bit concerning even

“

though this play is
intended for younger local
audiences.”
Fuschetto himself
describes the nature of the
play as an “inside joke” to
Valley culture.
“It’s a paranoid romantic
comedy that is meant to be
satirical,” he said. “Its
message is simply that life
is absurd.”

It’s a paranoid romantic
comedy that is meant to be
satirical. Its message is
simply that life is absurd.
- Tom Fuschetto, English lecturer
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Numbers game is Feinberg’s realm
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
Sooner or later you have to
take the course: the dreaded
“numbers” class required in
almost all majors. In
communication, the sciences, in
sociology, there is at least one
class focusing on quantitative
methodology and/or statistics.
Many students freak out about
courses with heavy amounts of
mathematics. But some people
embrace them.
For UTPA’s Dr. Martin
Feinberg, assistant professor of
computer information systems
and quantitative methods,
research is an everyday thing.
It’s his niche.
Feinberg started at UTPA in
Fall 1999 and has several papers
accepted to academic journals to
date. His research deals with the
economics of the U.S.-Mexico
border area.
“A lot of my research is on
maquiladoras [Mexican
factories], I have already one

DAYS

paper published [on that
subject],” Feinberg said. “I’m
[also] doing something on the
effects of China. There are a lot
of these factories moving to
China and it is hurting the
maquiladoras.”
Another paper recently
accepted by an accredited
academic journal was the
comparison of the two U.S.
Valleys that border Mexico.
Feinberg wanted to do a an
economic comparison of the Rio
Grande Valley and the Imperial
Valley in California.
“I’m comparing how one is
rural [in California] and ours[the
RGV] is very different.
They are very interesting to
compare. That paper has been
accepted in the Midwestern
Business Journal of Economics,”
Feinberg said.
Feinberg said that he is always
coming up with different ideas
and usually works on 12 research
topics simultaneously. He was
awarded a best author award in
2001 from the Journal of

provides
American Academy
quantitative data
of Cambridge for
for analysis.
the article
“Often I take
‘Analyzing
surveys on both
Perceptions of
sides of the border
Compliance by
and on whatever it
Mexican
is that I am
Accountants to
thinking about,”
Mexican GAAP’
Feinberg said.
[Generally
“First we [coAccepting
authors] set up
Accounting
surveys both in
Principle]. He
English and in
added that another
FEINBERG
Spanish, then we
large part of his
collect the data. [After that], I
research is concentrated on
use the different techniques that
NAFTA.
I [teach] in my classes.”
The Yonkers, N.Y. native has
The techniques Feinberg
formally researched over 32
applies to his studies are:
topics which were published in
regression, correlation,
journals or presented at scholar
discriminate analysis, ANOVA,
conferences. He received his
time-series and cross-sectional
doctorate from Louisiana Tech
analysis. The regression tries to
University in 1999, his M.B.A.
from the University of Rochester predict an outcome by using one
dependent variable and a number
in 1982 and his bachelor’s from
S.U.N.Y. at Binghamton in 1980. of independent variables.
Correlation is similar to
Feinberg usually uses the
regression, which attempts to see
survey method to conduct most
an association between two
of his research. This method

continued from page 1

safeguard the public welfare, and
protect, enhance and enforce basic
worker’s rights.”
Many presenters are taking the time
this week to visit UTPA and discuss the
import and effects of NAFTA with
students. Tuesday afternoon several
professors from different universities
including the University of Texas-El
Paso and universities in Mexico spoke
on the impact on industries and on the
rural poor as well.
In the session “Engineering Issues in
Mexico” Dr. Rogelio Garza of the
Universidad de Nuevo Leon (UANL)
spoke about NAFTA’s influence on
engineering. He spoke to a roomful of
UTPA students about the UANL and
what the university had to offer, but
also about the problems the students in
Mexico, and the country in general has
seen.
“Up until the mid-’80s, that the
Industry of Mexico was protected by
economic barriers but that by joining
with NAFTA, new pressure was put on
the people to change things,” Garza
said.
Along with NAFTA, Pan American
Days events cover a wide variety of
issues, from education infrastructure in
Latin America, to Mexican folklore and
art to diabetes in Mexico and the U.S.
Mexico Border.
This is the fourth year the CIP has
had the chance to arrange Pan
American Days. According to Javier
Martinez, a junior international business
major, and Pablo Javier Calafiore, a
business administration graduate
student, the CIP has had the
responsibility of running the events, but
has received numerous help from
faculty members of the university.
“I think each Pan American Days are
getting better,” Martinez said. “We are
including more cultural events, and

more speakers are coming from
different places bringing new
perspectives to share with the students.”
Martinez said that the CIP chose
NAFTA as their main theme because of
the way it affects the daily lives of the
citizens living in the U.S.
Calafiore said that even though there
are many business-related sessions,
there are other different topics to
interest all types of people. For
instance, criminal justice assistant
professor Rosalva Resendiz gave a
presentation on Mexican folklore and
art which focused on prison art. It was
her second time participating in the Pan
American Days.
“I really enjoyed participating
because both times, I have been able to
give a presentation on our culture and
our people,” Resendiz said. “Although
we are in the border, our studies do not
always provide the avenues to educate
students about
Mexican/Latin American issues. Not
only does our faculty participate, we
had professors from other border
universities and that was pretty exciting
for me.”
“I think that this [Pan American
Days] is a remarkable event that the
students can experience,” said Dr.
Miguel Gonzalez, associate professor of
manufacturing engineering. “There is
an increase of students coming to the
sessions than last year, so I hope that it
can continue on and bring information
to the university.”
Calafiore said that even though most
of the speakers volunteered to help, he
felt it was something the university
needed.
“I know last semester Rudy Giuliani
came to campus but students had to pay
$500 to see him,” Calafiore said. “We
are offering students a chance to see
respectful speakers that have important

messages for free. That’s what we’re
here for.”
Resendiz said that Pan American
Days also provides an opportunity for
students and faculty to meet professors
outside of their departments.
“Although Pan Am days was a
success, I think that we need to increase
the students' participation and we need
to brainstorm about this.” Resendiz
said.
Junior history major Fernie
Castaneda said that he would enjoy
attending sessions that topics have to
deal with international relationships
between the U.S. and Latin America.
“I think it’s very important to
understand the relationships between
the U.S. and other countries,”
Castaneda said. “There needs to be an
understanding about not only the
economic ties we have with other
countries, but the relationships we have
with them, whether they be bad or
good.”
Besides having sessions on serious
matters, students can also enjoy the
cultural events that Pan America Days
has to offer. Each day at noon in the
Library Foyer, events such as folklorico
dancing and mariachi music will
unfold.
Other cultural events that have
already occurred this week include
performances by the UTPA Mariachi,
and music from Mexico, Cuba and
Latin America, Noche Mexicana with
Edgar de Saltillo. The Student Union
hosted the Raices de Sangre and The
Maquiladora Story Tuesday night with
director Jesus Trevino.
Students can still participate in Pan
American Days by attending one of
today’s speakers and trying to catch the
cultural events at noon. Thursday, the
Mariachi Femenil from the Ballet
Folklorico de Reynosa, will perform.
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variables.
Feinberg said discriminate
analysis uses a prediction model
where he comes up with factors
that can be predicted. ANOVA is
technique that compares three or
more populations. Time series
analysis focuses on a particular
population for a specific period
of time. And cross-sectional
analysis yields a comparison of
two different time periods from a
time series analysis.
“So it’s a lot of border
research using these quantitative
research techniques,” he
explained.
Feinberg also did a research
study on students from UTPA
that was accepted in a journal.
“We surveyed 118 students
right here in Pan American. We
were looking at Internet access
in rural areas,” he said. “The
study was on library access for
students who had Internet access.
The article was quite well
received in the Social Science
Computer Review, which is
ranked among top journals.”

CANDIDATE

continued from page 1

Garcia did not hesitate to say that he has some
different ideas than Ochoa on the city's future course.
“Again, I am not saying that Joe didn't do well, but
I do think he and his people have taken more credit
for things that went well and not for other less
successful things,” Garcia said.
“I think in some ways the citizens are clamoring for
change, and that's why I have decided to run. This
administration is powerful,and as a result, some
voices are not being heard, on the City Council and in
the community.”
Garcia is proud of the strides that Edinburg has
made, and he says that the area will continue to grow,
no matter who the mayor is.
“We have to deal with that growth, because this is a
metroplex now," he said of the Valley, which has
nearly one million residents from Rio Grande City in
the west to Port Isabel and Brownsville in the
southeast.
“Lately the attitudes have been polarizing, and I
truly think we may have alienated some of our
neighbors, like McAllen, who we need to do business
with. I am used to dealing with big dollar figures and
expenditures, and also used to practicing
cooperation.”
In terms of the election rush, Garcia said that in a
way, running for mayor of Edinburg is a cakewalk
compared to trying for a Valley-wide office.
“I have been elected before against more imposing
candidates,” he said. “It's harder to walk into a town
where you know no one and try to make your points.
In Edinburg I am among friends, people I know and
that my parents know. I am looking forward to doing
my best.”
Garcia feels that someone has to break the partisan
logjam in local politics so that the city can move
forward and continue to prosper. He also feels that he
is the man to help the process along. For now
anyway.
“This is not a career move; I don't plan on being
mayor forever, that's why there are term limits,” he
said laughing. “But it is high time to dissolve the
inner circle and start anew.”
“Edinburg is where I come from, it's where I live
and the future of the city is important to me.”

The Pan American is looking for
hard-working, dedicated students
to fill various positions for the
Summer II and Fall semesters. To
apply, stop by COAS 187 to fill
out an application.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
■ Reporters:

• News
• Arts & Entertainment
• Sports
■ Photographers
■ Copy Editors

THE PAN AMERICAN

Page 12

April 17, 2003

THE PAN AMERICAN

Page 5

Reynosa success Earth Day program
belies downturn shows UTPA effort
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
Dr. John Sargent, assistant professor of
international business at The University of
Texas-Pan American, believes more jobs will
be lost in the maquiladora industry in Mexico,
but that one city, Reynosa, is bucking the tide
of crisis.
Sargent, who has studied maquiladoras for
the last 10 years, has witnessed some drastic
changes in the industry in the last two years.
Cheap overseas labor has drawn a lot of
business to Asia and away from the border.
But Reynosa’s diversification, with a boost
from a Valley firm, has made that city one of
the few bright spots in a serious
manufacturing downturn.
“Maquilas overall have been doing very
poorly in the last two years,” he said.
“Maquilas have lost a quarter million
employees.”
Electrical machinery equipment, apparel
and autoparts for motor vehicles are the three
major sectors of the maquila industry. In a
business conference last month at UTPA,
Sargent advised maquila-related business on
both sides of the border to continue auto parts
production but stay away from apparel and
electronic merchandise production.
One of the reasons for that
recommendation is because, as Sargent says,
apparel is the sector hardest hit lately.
“Apparel depends in most part of low cost
labor,” he explains. “And with recent changes
affecting trade in Mexico it just became a
little tougher.”
Several formerly lucrative Valley plants,
including Haggar, have shut down in the past
five years.
Mexico used to have several advantages in
this particular sector. These special benefits
allowed people to produce in Mexico duty
free. But such quotas/advantages have
gradually been eliminated as a result of
NAFTA.
“Recently, however, we had changes which
gave form to a NAFTA parity,” said Sargent.
“The entire quotas system is going away for
2005 as result of other treaties negotiations.”
The elimination of the quotas system and
rising wages have made Mexico’s unique
advantage disappear in apparel production for
the most part. China, on the other hand, has
gained benefits it didn’t have before joining
the World Trade Organization.
According to INEGI, a Mexican
government agency, over the last two years
Mexico’s apparel production dropped from
$8.6 to $7.6 billion while China’s jumped
significantly from $6.1 to $7 billion. This
month, the drain has been halted by the
spread of the Asian-based disease SARS,
which has put shipping into limbo for the time
being.
This is expected to be temporary. After the
air is clear, the Asian world will probably
keep on taking business away from this area.
The electrical machinery and equipment
sector is also vulnerable to Chinese
competition.
“Given that this sector doesn’t really
require any concerns about just-in-time
production and wage cost in China is
cheaper,” Sargent said. “We are seeing a
tremendous shift here.”
Indeed, China’s exports in this major sector
jumped from $19 billion to $24 billion in the
last two years.
While Mexico and the Texas border face a

crisis in apparel and electrical machinery and
equipment production, production of auto
parts is a ‘totally different” story, Sargent
says.
“Fine assemblers such as GM, Ford and
Chrysler want to have their suppliers as close
as possible to their plant of assembly,” he
said. “Given that they need their supplies in a
just-in-time basis, they can’t do that in
China.”
This translates into a unique advantage for
Mexico over Asia. Sargent explains that
sending auto parts on boats from Asia would
take approximately six weeks to arrive in
Mexico and the United States. Once there,
they can be unloaded and used in cars.
However, not everything is good news for
Mexico’s auto parts maquila sector.
“We recently learned that GM and Ford
will significantly reduce production for cars at
least temporarily,” Sargent said. “This is due
to reduced market demand so I think we will
see some job loses in this sector, too.”
Still, he feels confident the vehicle sector
“will keep it strong” as long as it maintains its
special advantages. This would help the city
of Reynosa to maintain its all-time high.
GOOD LOCAL NEWS
With import and job losses to China and in
comparison to the other four major maquila
cities, Ciudad Juarez, Tijuana, Matamoros and
Ciudad Chihuahua, Reynosa still has proved
to be a success story.
Sargent attributes this to the McAllen
Economic Development Corporation, a nonprofit corporation under contract with the city
of McAllen as the grantee and operator of the
McAllen Foreign Trade Zone.
According to the MEDC website, this
corporation promotes Mexico as an attractive
destination for companies seeking expansion
or relocation.
“This location decision creates a win-win
situation for both Reynosa and McAllen,”
reads the corporation’s statement. “Many of
the companies that have moved to Reynosa,
Mexico have also established offices in
McAllen; and, almost all of them have key
employees living on the U.S. side of the
border.”
In Sargent’s point of view, the people at
MEDC did “something that made a lot of
sense.”
“They were aware that these aggressive
changes would come,” he explains. “So they
targeted and tried to attract firms that did
higher-value type of operations.”
MEDC managed to attract suppliers with
technological intentions. Moreover, in the
early ’90s they did not allow just any firm to
settle in Reynosa unless it had a strategy that
“really made sense.”
“They were looking to have a diversified
base of firms,” Sargent added. “Reynosa is
ahead of the other major maquila cities as far
as identifying industries and firms that make
sense.”
In the long-term, this is precisely the type
of strategy that has allowed the city of
Reynosa to outproduce the other cities in a
time of crisis. For while apparel production
may be seeing its last days, the city still
counts with firms working on the other two
major sectors of the maquila industry.
“Unlike Tijuana where they specialized in
production of televisions,” he said. “Now that
they are facing difficult market conditions and
hard competition from China, it doesn’t really
make sense for them to keep doing that.”

Day of campus activities will highlight 33rd year of
environmental awareness day

By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

persuade President Kennedy to give
visibility to this issue by going on a
national conservation tour.”
Both Attorney General Robert
On April 22, 1970, 20 million
Kennedy and President John F. Kennedy
demonstrators and thousands of schools
liked the idea and the president began
and local communities all came together
his five-day, eleven-state conservation
to protest on behalf of the environment.
tour in September 1963. Despite the
Thus the first Earth Day was held.
attempt, the environment still did not
This year, the University of Texas-Pan
become part of the national political
American will have a hand in the
agenda of the time.
worldwide celebration. The
“I continued to speak on
Environmental Awareness Club of the
environmental issues to a variety of
University of Texas-Pan American will
audiences in some twenty-five states,”
hold Earth Fest on Tuesday at the Quad
Nelson wrote. “All across the country,
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. The club will
evidence of environmental degradation
be selling environment friendly products
was appearing everywhere, and everyone
at reduced prices, such as low flow
shower heads, compact lights, and native noticed except the political
establishment. The environmental issue
plants.
simply was not to be found on the
Native plants will also be given away
nation’s political agenda. The people
to students who pledge to do something
were concerned, but the politicians were
positive for the environment at the
not.”
pledge table. The pledges will be
Nelson still hoped to find a way to
gathered and put on posters that will be
make politicians take notice of the
posted around campus.
environmental issue. The idea of Earth
The Pre-med Society will open the
Day occurred to him while he was on a
planetarium from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
conservation speaking tour out West in
for students, faculty and staff to visit.
the summer of 1969.
Honda will bring a
The anti-Vietnam
Honda Civic hybrid
War demonstrations,
car for
called “teach-ins,”
demonstration. The
Finally, in November
had spread
car uses electricity
1962 an idea
throughout college
as one of its energy
campuses across the
sources.
occurred to me...to
nation and served as
Fruit cups, baked
persuade President
the inspiration for
goods, and other
Kennedy to give
his idea.
food will be on sale.
visibility to this issue
“Suddenly, the
There will also be an
idea occurred to me,
organic food
by going on a
‘why not organize a
demonstration and
national conservation
huge grassroots
samples available.
tour.
protest over what
Local environment
- Sen. Gaylord Nelson,
was happening to
groups will provide
Earth Day Founder
our environment?’”
free literature. The
Nelson wrote. “I
McAllen Recycling
was satisfied that if
Center will be
handing out free items to those who visit we could tap into the environmental
concerns of the general public and infuse
their information table.
the student anti-war energy into the
The entertainment will include a
environmental cause, we could generate
karate demonstration and the South
a demonstration that would force the
Texas Indian Dancers at 12 p.m. A
issue onto the political agenda. It was a
recycling contest, sponsored by
big gamble but worth a try.”
Edinburg Recycling Center, will be held
At a conference in Seattle in
between different UTPA student
September 1969, Nelson announced that
organizations. A $5 fee is required to
in the spring of 1970 there would be a
enter the contest, which will be added to
nationwide grassroots demonstration on
the total of the prize money. The
organization who brings in more items to behalf of the environment and invited
be recycled will win. Registration for the everyone to participate. The news spread
quickly throughout the country and
contest will continue until Tuesday.
many contacted the senator for
information on the upcoming event.
HISTORY
“The American people finally had a
According to an article on the website
forum to express their concern about
www.earthday.evironlink.org written by
what was happening to the land, rivers,
the founder of Earth Day, Sen. Gaylord
lakes and air, and they did so with
Nelson, the idea for Earth Day evolved
spectacular exuberance,” Nelson wrote.
over a period of seven years beginning
“Earth Day worked because of the
in 1962.
spontaneous response at the grassroots
In 1962, it troubled Nelson that the
level,” Nelson explained. “We had
state of the environment was not an
neither the time nor resources to
issue of concern among U.S. politicians.
organize 20 million demonstrators and
“Finally, in November 1962 an idea
the thousands of schools and local
occurred to me that was, I thought, a
communities that participated. That was
virtual cinch to put the environment into
the remarkable thing about Earth Day. It
the political ‘limelight’ once and for
organized itself.”
all,” Nelson wrote. “The idea was to

“
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What is your opinion about
the rescue of Mission’s
Edgar Hernandez?
Carlos Gomez
Computer Science
Sophomore
It is good that he is coming back home.
We hope that the war is over soon so all
the troops can come back to be together
with their families and the people that
have been praying for them.

Casto Ibarra
Electrical Engineering
Senior
The U.S. should be proud of having troops
that risk their life for their country like
Edgar. I am glad he’s back home.

Eric Escamilla
Computer Science
Junior
I am glad that Edgar is safe and will
be coming home soon. To me he is a
true American hero.
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Engineering has
hands-on action
Manufacturing program builds professionals

By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
As the only accredited program in the
whole state, The University of Texas-Pan
American manufacturing engineering
program offers state-of-the-art
instructional and laboratory facilities to
its students.
According to Dr Subhash Bose, chair of
the Manufacturing Engineering
Department, the degree is accredited by
the Accreditation Board for Engineering
and Technology.
Bose added the manufacturing engineer
must be familiar with the fundamentals of
a mechanical engineer such as how to
design a product, make it affordable,
make sure the product is good quality,
how to make the machine to make the
product, and how to man machinery
materials though the process.
“This product could be anything,” Bose
said. “It could be shoes…anything.”
The program teaches students
fundamentals, including using and
recovering material, doing inspections,
using machines efficiently, producing the
product, and meeting shipping deadlines.
Bryant De La Cruz, senior in the
program, says he is able to learn a lot
more because UTPA allows the students
to use certain machines and to get
firsthand experience; at other universities,
students do not allow their students to use
machines.
“I like the labs, we are able to make
and break pieces,” De La Cruz said. “We
get to make our own designs and touch

the machines and can get a hands-on
approach.”
De La Cruz added he likes the fact that
the classes are small and the professors
are able to help the students on a one-onone basis. He said there is an average of
10-12 people in each class. According to
Bose, there are 120 undergraduate
students in the program and 50 graduate
students.
Osbaldo Lopez, a senior, also likes the
small class size and adds that the
professors of the program make all the
difference. He says that most of them
have outside experience in the field and
are able to incorporate that into their
teachings.
“The professors help out in any form
they can,” Lopez said. “They also have
connections and are able to put in a good
word for the students looking for a job or
an internship.”
Lopez added that the use of the
laboratory is very disciplined because of
the machines. He said the department is
proud that they have gone 1,517 days
without an accident.
“We have machines that can hurt your
eyes and even chop off an arm,” Lopez
said. “That is why we are not allowed to
be in the lab with out a lab assistant.”
Lopez said the help is good because
there is always someone in the lab to
assist. Last year, 20 students graduated
from the program, and more than are
working in the field, for such major
companies as Lockheed Martin, General
Motors, Sony, and Rolls Royce. Others
have gone to graduate school.

Jose Ibanez
Accounting
Senior
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
UTPA recruits hoopsters
The UTPA’s men’s basketball team recruited 5-foot-10 guard Sergio
Sánchez and 6-5 guard Ray Castillo of Temple College who will join the
Broncs for the 2003-04 season as juniors with two years of eligibility.
Sánchez led Temple College in scoring by averaging 17.2 points per game
while hitting 93 percent of his free throws. He was also named Conference
Player of the Year.
Castillo, who transferred from Incarnate Word to Temple, led the Leopards
in scoring during conference play with an average of 18.1 points per game and
16.3 in other games. He netted 78 percent of his free throws and earned first
team All-Conference honors along with Sánchez.
Last fall, UTPA signed 6-5 guard Patrick Andreport during the early signing
period.

Keating sets record
The UTPA men’s track team finished sixth out of 10 teams and the women
finished eighth of nine teams at the Dogwood Invitational at Stephen F. Austin
State University on Saturday.
Sophmore Westly Keating set a school record at the 1,500 meters by
winning his race in 3:49.69 and Sophomore Rowana Hamlet finished second
in the 400-meter hurdles. Hamlet’s time of 1:02.87 set another school record.
Junior Rashaad Ben finished second in the 100-meter hurdles in 14.40
seconds. The finish qualified Ben for the NCAA Regional Championships
along with Pharr native Keating.

Stanley Cup playoff update

UTPA BASEBALL SCORES AND STATS
April 16
UTPA
6000100-7 9 0
(19-23)
OSU
5 2 5 0 2 3 X -17 17 0
(25-11)
Pitchers: UTPA - T. Parker; J. Sáenz (4); B. DiOrio (6).
OSU - J. Ottman; C. King (1); A. Whitehead (5); B.
McDonald (6).
Win-C. King (2-0) Loss-T. Parker (3-3)
Time - 2:25 Attendance - 891
HR: OSU - J. Fields, J. Urick, M. Matulich

Randy Salazar
English
Freshman

April 15
UTPA
0001000 - 1 3 4
(19-22)
OSU
(15) 0 3 6 0 0 X - 24 26 0
(24-11)
Pitchers: UTPA - A. Guerra; J. López (1); R. Anderson
(4); R. Martínez (6). OSU - J. Rhodes; J. Quaempts
(6).
Win - J. Rhodes (2-1) Loss - A. Guerra (2-6)
Time - 2:30 Attendance - 913
HR: OSU - J. Virgil, C. Bartosh, J. Fields

I’m glad he is safe since he is a
citizen from the Valley. I am part of
the ROTC, so as a soldier, I also feel
very glad.

April 13

Hilda Barrientes/The Pan American

Carlos Martinez (left) assists Osbaldo Lopez, who works on a handmade robot in the
Engineering Department Tuesday.

UTPA
200000005 - 7 8 0
(19-21)
ORU
100302000 - 6 9 2
(16-15)
Pitchers: UTPA - T. Sorden; J. Sáenz (8); J. López (9).

ORU - T. McIntyre; A. Chalfant (4); D. Martin (9).
Win - J. Sáenz (1-0) Save - J. López (1) Loss - D.
Martin (2-5)
Time - 3:09 Attendance - 588
UTPA Baseball Team Leaders
Batting
G
Louie Alamia 37
Tony Ortiz
41
Marco Garza 41
Jerome McCoy 41
B. Kennedy
40
Matt Sisk
36
Aldo Alonzo
21

AB
129
163
167
118
148
111
54

H
53
56
57
33
41
30
14

R
29
28
36
27
25
18
6

HR
0
0
4
0
3
3
0

RBI
17
31
39
14
35
18
7

AVG
.411
.344
.341
.280
.277
.270
.259

Note: Based on 54 at bats.
Pitching
J. Gibson
R. Martinez
B. DiOrio
A. Guerra
John Lopez
T. Sorden
T. Parker

G
19
9
13
11
11
12
13

IP
42.0
13.1
39.0
50.1
34.1
50.1
68.1

W-L
6-4
0-0
2-2
2-6
2-0
2-3
3-3

SV
2
0
1
0
1
0
0

The seventh-seeded Anaheim Mighty Ducks took a commanding 3-0 series
lead over the defending NHL champion and second-seeded Detroit Redwings
after beating them 2-1 on Monday.
Last year, the Red Wings raised the Stanley Cup trophy for the third time in
six seasons after defeating the Carolina Hurricanes four games to one. Detroit
most recently won the Stanley Cup in the 1996-97, 1997-98 and 2001-02
seasons.
Colorado took a 2-1 lead over Minnesota with a 3-0 shutout win on April 14.
The St. Louis Blues got back on track by defeating the Vancouver Canucks, 31, to take a 2-1 lead in the series.

MLS season opens
Major League Soccer kicked off its eighth season April 5 with the defending
MLS champion Los Angeles Galaxy playing to a 1-1 tie against the 2002 U.S.
Open Cup champion Columbus Crew at Crew Stadium before a near capacity
crowd of 22,058 fans.
Last Saturday, Los Angeles came back to tie the Dallas Burn in the first half
and neither club could pull out the victory in overtime and had to settle for the
tie and its accompanying point in the standings.
The Crew, playing its second match of the season, narrowly defeated the
New York MetroStars 1-0 on a 90th-minute goal by long-time Crew striker
Jeff Cunningham. The MetroStars drew the largest opening day crowd of the
2003 season with 23,786 fans.
Columbus is currently the MLS leader with four points (1-0-1) and is
followed by Kansas City and San José with three points apiece.
MLS kicked off its inaugural season in 1996 by trying to build on the
interest spurred by the 1994 FIFA World Cup held in the United States.

Tigres win Clasico

The 2003 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs got under way April 9 with 16 teams
qualifying for the post-season conference quarterfinals best-of-seven series.
In the Eastern Conference, No. 1 seeded Ottawa battled back to take a 2-1
series lead over the eighth-seeded New York Islanders with two straight wins.
The Boston Bruins routed New Jersey, 5-1, April 15 to prevent the secondseeded Red Devils from sweeping the series.
Tampa Bay defeated Washington, 4-3, in overtime to cut the Capitols' series
lead to 2-1. Toronto took a 2-1 series lead on April 14 with a double-overtime
4-3 victory over the Philadelphia Flyers.
In the Western Conference, the No. 1 seeded Dallas Stars evened up their
series at two apiece with a 3-1 win over eighth-seeded Edmonton on Tuesday.
Dallas will try and take the series lead April 17 when they face the Oilers at
7:30 p.m.

UTPA BASEBALL STATS

It is a blessing for he and his family
that he is safe. We should feel glad
that he is back home as well as for
the other troops that have been
rescued.
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BB
20
12
17
26
17
41
31

SO
27
7
22
25
26
36
37

ERA
4.71
4.72
5.54
5.72
6.29
6.62
8.03

The Tigres of the Autonomous University of Nuevo Leon defeated the
Rayados of Monterrey, 2-1, on an 87th minute penalty kick by Brazilian
Alexander Mineiro to win the 70th edition of the Clásico Regiomontano, a
matchup between the two Monterrey-based clubs.
Tigres improved to 7-4-3 (24 points) on the season and took over first place
of Group 2, and is currently in sixth place overall. Monterrey dropped to
second place in Group 2, and eighth place overall.
Santos Laguna of the northern Mexican city of Torreón in Coahuila state
edged out Mexico City club Atlante, 1-0, to take over first place in the
Mexican Soccer League with 27 points (8-3-3).
The game-winning goal was scored by Paraguayan World Cup defender
Denis Caniza in the 44th minute.
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FCA

continued from page 16

gather in the name of religion instead of just to
party.
“We want to reach students on campus and
introduce them to Christ,” Moses said. “There’s a
need on campus for better things to do. We want to
offer another alternative to partying and things like
that.”
FCA has helped Moses, a lifetime Christian, stay
focused and she feels it does the same for others
who participate in the group.
“It helps me grow spiritually, and other people,
too,” Moses said. “It helps students remember why
they’re in school and helps keep them on track.”
FCA also understands how busy students are and
is sensitive to the fact that UTPA students often
have heavy workloads either in classes or outside
jobs.
“I was in Chi-Alpha before, but I couldn't give
the time they required.” Moses said. “FCA is only
once a week and I still get to interact with other
Christians.”
FCA has enabled Moses as well as other
members to take time out of their busy schedules
for God.
“I try and take as much for God as I can, but it
does not always work out,” she said. “So being a
part of FCA helps me to give him time. Every
Monday I dedicate time just to him. I leave all
other worries.”
FCA holds Bible studies Mondays at 7 p.m. in
the gymnastics room in the Health and Physical
Education II building.
“In the Bible studies we talk about life situations
that we go through now,” Crosby said. “In every
meeting our purpose is to present Christ as our
savior to those who have not accepted him as their
own personal Lord and savior. We don’t focus on
any religion, only on Christ. That is what God
wants us to do.”
Fellowships, praise and worships are held once a
month as well.
At the beginning of each semester they hold an
Opener, in which they have an obstacle course,
play volleyball and basketball. They also have food
and games.
“We hold the Opener to show people what FCA
is about and so that members can get to know each
other better,” Moses said.
FCA is also planning on visiting Valley high
schools to speak with local FCA organizations at
the high school level
“We are hoping to go to high schools,” Moses
said. “It would be nice to dedicate time to the
community’s youth.”
FCA also spends time supporting UTPA sports
teams and members make an effort to attend games
and tournaments as often as possible.
“Everything takes a lot of time to plan to
organize,” Moses said. “Everyone is always busy
sometimes I have to do everything by myself. It’s
really hard, but I enjoy doing it.”
According to Moses, the organization is
currently in a transitional period and in the process
of searching for new officers to refill the positions
of athletes who have previously graduated or left
the university.
“Right now we are rebuilding because many
officers left,” said Moses, who has been with FCA
since Spring 2001. “I know God has a big plan for
FCA, though. Pretty soon we’ll see change and
growth. That’s what I’m looking forward to.”
Despite the transition FCA is experiencing, the
organization has changed Crosby, who participated
in FCA at both the junior high and high school
levels.
“FCA has brought me out of my little shell,” he
said. “I’m not embarrassed to talk about Christ. It
has helped me build confidence.”
Being a part of FCA has taught Crosby many
other things as well. He has discovered that serving
God is more than just going to church on Sundays.
“I used to just go to church, go to the services,
go in and out,” Crosby explained. “I wasn’t doing
anything for God, though. It’s more than just that.
You have to go out and reach people. Pick up your
cross daily.”

sports
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Lady Broncs drop season
finale to McNeese State
The Pan American
Heading into Wednesday’s
contest against McNeese State, the
University of Texas-Pan American
women’s tennis team was
beginning to turn a tough season
around.
The Lady Broncs (5-16) had
won three out of their last five
matches, picking up victories
against Southern Utah, Vermont,
and Centenary.
But the season would not end on
a positive note, as McNeese State
(10-7) blanked UTPA 7-0 in the
season finale at the Cox Tennis
Center.
The closest matches of the day
came in the doubles competition,
where two matches went 8-5. At
the first doubles position, Noelia
Furno and Magali Risoleo
defeated Elisabet Mateos and Ana
Pena 8-5, while Marina Gando and
Somer McFarlain beat Laura
Boskovich and Julie Fife 8-5 at
the third doubles position.
UTPA’s Jessica Brown put up
the most fight in the singles
competition, losing 6-3, 6-2 to
Carolanne Lumsden at the fifth
singles spot.
Despite the recent victories, the
Lady Broncs ended the season on
a two-game losing skid.
UTPA dropped a 6-1 decision to
the Texas A&M-Corpus Christi
Islanders April 12 at the Cox
Tennis center.

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Ana Pena (foreground) and Elisabet Mateos play doubles against McNeese State.

Intramural update
Rec sport seasons winding down,
playoffs set to begin
By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American
As the semester gets closer to
the end, some intramural sports
are also ending. Many will
complete their regular season
play this week and prepare for
the playoffs.
In flag football, the Gamblers
and the Stallions are still
undefeated at 5-0 and will be
the biggest threats to take home
the title.
However, they will have to
face fierce competition with the
Explosion not far behind at 5-1
and the Mudd Dawgs at 4-1.
The Illegal Aliens are leading
the table in soccer with a record
of 5-1.
The race for second place in
the regular season is between
La Pandilla and A.M.S. Red
Dragons, both at 4-2, and Los
Maestros at 3-3. The remaining
five teams all have losing
records and are looking to upset
a top team to keep their hopes
of a championship alive.

The race for the co-ed
softball title seems to be
between the Scrubs and Team
Physical, who each compiled an
impressive 4-2 record.
The remaining four teams
combined for only four wins
during the regular season,
making it almost impossible for
them to take away top honors.
A single elimination
tournament will decide the
champions in each sport
starting next week. All
tournament games will be held
on the fields by the Bronc
Village Apartments and will
start at 4 p.m. on Monday, April
21.
No scores were available for
3-on-3 basketball, but the
tournament will begin the week
of April 28, in the HPE II
gymnasium.
For more information on the
tournaments, standings, or
intramural sports, stop by the
Intramural Rec Sports Office at
apartment 2101 located in
Bronc Village.

Mitchell earns
first-team honors
By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
The University of TexasPan American men’s
basketball program
received a distinct honor
for one of its standout
players. Senior guard
Kevin Mitchell was
awarded first team AllIndependent for 20022003.
This prestigious award
was voted on by the men's
basketball coaches and
sports information
directors from independent
schools.
No stranger to
accolades, Mitchell was
named second team AllIndependent as a junior last
season.
Mitchell who was in the
starting lineup for every
Bronc game this season,
led the team in scoring,
averaging 14.7 points per
game. In addition to

leading the team in the
scoring category, he had a
team-best 48 steals and
was second with 97 assists.
On Feb. 8, Mitchell
scored a career-high 34
points in a 105-43 victory
over Central Baptist at the
Fieldhouse.
During his career,
Mitchell scored in double
figures 22 times. He broke
the UTPA all-time singleseason record by playing
1,072 minutes this year,
and is tied for fourth on the
all-time school list with
134 three-point field goals
made.
“Kevin was looked upon
to do so many different
things on the basketball
floor, he showed leadership
and teamwork and so
many other intangibles that
make him a great player,”
said assistant coach Robert
Davenport. “He was not
only a great player but a
quality human being.”
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Sexual assault awareness sought
By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American
Despite increased education about what
constitutes sexual assault, studies show that
only 18 percent of all assaults are reported to
the police.
According to Chris Lippincott, media
director for Texas Association Against Sexual
Assault, annual rates are difficult to determine
because they are only kept on reported
assaults. He said TAASA, a statewide
coalition to stop sexual assault, works with the
lawmakers and policy makers for laws against
perpetuators. In this way they are able to
assist the survivors and prevent crime.
“Less that one in five assaults are reported
to the law,” Lippincott said. “It’s difficult to
prosecute or get a conviction for the
perpetrator, we want to encourage the law
enforcement to investigate the crimes.”
Lippincott said the crimes are often against
children under the age of 18 or committed by
someone the victim knows or trusts. These
factors both contribute to the low reporting
numbers, he said.
To raise awareness among students across
the Valley, Bacchus and Gamma, along with
Mujeres Unidas, will present a mock trial
today publicizing the issue of sexual assault.
Dandy Pilon, president of Bacchus and
Gamma, said the trial will be held at 2 p.m.
today at The University of Texas-Pan
American Student Union Theater.
“We wanted to give the students the
opportunity to know about sex assault and
how to prevent it and how to help people who

have been sexually assaulted,” Pilon said.
“We”ll have two real lawyers and a judge and
12 jurors from various student organizations.”
Mujeres Unidas, an organization which
helps sexual assault victims, feel it’s important
for people to be aware of sexual assault and
the different types of violence. Monica
Hernandez, rape crisis service coordinator for
Mujeres Unidas, said the organization will
provide intervention for crisis for the victims.
Hernandez said if the victim decides to file
charges against the perpetrator, a rape kit will
be issued to them. A kit involves a forensic
exam that is performed by a sexual assault
nurse at a hospital and results from the exam
assist the police so they can make a case
against the perpetrator.
“The forensic exam will go from combing
the hair and swabbing areas that may contain
DNA that is not their own,” Hernandez said.
“When the law comes into the picture, they
will collect the evidence and send it to the
lab.”
Sexual assault has also been a problem on
campuses across the country. According to
Hernandez, in some cases students have come
in years after the assault happens because they
are ready to start a family and need to cope
with there feelings toward the assault.
Hernandez noted that many of the assaults
are drug and alcohol related. She said such
assaults take place at social events or at a
friends apartment or house, leading to socalled date rape.
“It happens mainly in parties,” Hernandez
said. “They have drank too much, when they
wake up they see their clothes are on

Bitter memory: Dealing with
assault difficult to overcome
By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American
Although a report does not necessarily
mean that a offense was actually committed
at the University of Texas-Pan American,
the current crime statistics don’t include the
non-reported assaults.
Laura, a UTPA student who asked that
her real name be withheld, never thought
such an incident could have happened to
her. While walking to her class a little after
7 a.m. during the Fall semester two years
ago, Laura said a man in a vehicle
approached and asked her if she needed a
ride.
“I told him no, and I continued to walk,”
Laura said. “He asked me again and I
firmly told him no.”
Laura who was walking in the sidewalk
next to Emelia Hall, recalls the man driving
a green car. She said he then drove forward,
stopped and got off his car, by the time she
knew it, the man tried to pull her in into his
vehicle.
“I was just screaming, he took my bag
pack off and I just ran,” Laura said. “I ran
to the library and I told security that
someone was following me around.”
She said security immediately notified
the University Police Department and
began to question her about the incident.
Laura noticed that she was surrounded by
students and immediately felt embarrassed
and couldn’t tell the policeman the full
story.

“I just told them there was this guy was
following me around in the parking lot,”
Laura said. “After that happened I went
back and I saw my bag pack was there.”
Chris Lippincott, media director for the
Texas Association Against Sexual Assault,
said victims often don’t report incidents
because society can sometimes blame the
victim for the assault. This can contribute
to the feelings the victim has about blaming
him or herself.
“They have difficulty believing the
victim, sometimes they end up blaming
them for the attack because they were late
out drinking or went to someone's house or
apartment,” Lippincott said. “All it is, is
bad judgment, but they are not to be
blamed.
Lippincott said victims often suffer from
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. Symptoms
include eating disorders, substance abuse
problems and sleeping disorders.
While Laura does not suffer from PTSD,
she said she was terrified after the incident
and was too afraid to walk by herself.
“It’s a horrible feeling, like I couldn’t do
anything about it,” Laura said. “I could just
imagine what could have happened if he
would have put me in the car.”
Laura said people shouldn’t feel inferior
to the perpetrator, but instead should try to
defend themselves if they are caught in a
similar situation.
“Try to think and don’t let him see your
fear,” Laura said. “Just fight back and get
away.”

backwards or not
on them.”
Although most
perpetrators who
 Get to a safe place.
assault college
students are in the
shower, bathe, wash your hands, brush your
 Do not shower,
same age group as
teeth, use the toilet or clean up in any way.
way. You could
the victim,
destroy evidence.
Hernandez said
she has received
 Do not change or destroy clothing. Your clothes are
complaints from
evidence.
students who said
they have been
 If it was in your home, do not rearrange and/or clean up
harassed by their
anything. You could destroy evidence.
professors. Such
sexual harassment
 Get medical attention as soon as possible.
involves touching
or rubbing up
 Contact a guardian or family member you trust or call the
against the
local rape crisis center hotline.
students.
“The ones we
 Most of all, know this is not your fault.
have received are
from Pan Am, it’s
Source: Texas Association Against Sexual Assault
not an
overwhelming
Crime statistics from UTPA show that no
number, it’s very few,” Hernandez said. “It is
sexual assault violations have been reported as
very difficult for them [victim] to come out,
of 1998. According to Howard Miller, Chief
especially if they are still under the offender’s
of the University Police Department, there
control.”
have been assaults such as grabbing, touching
Lippincott said the incidents don’t happen
or use of a weapon reported to the police.
as often, but students should still go forward
“We really haven’t had any serious assaults,
and report them to the college administration.
it is very rare.” Miller said. “We are working
He hopes administrators will investigate the
with Mujeres Unidas in terms of providing
crimes and report them to law enforcement
counseling, and speaking to young ladies.”
agencies.
Lippincott said TAASA will continue to
“Sometimes the universities are concerned
educate the student population in sexual
about their image,” Lippincott said. “They do
not want to have something like this occurring assault awareness. Since college students have
more access to social events - plus drugs and
on their campus because it can give the
alcohol - he hopes they will be able make a
university a bad image.”
responsible decision. That includes being on
While harassment rate are low, Lippincott
the lookout against having one’s drink
said they have worked with professors who
“dosed” with various “date-rape drugs” that
have been good mentors to sexual assault
render the subject nearly helpless. The use of
victims. He noted other professors however,
may take advantage of the position they are in such drugs has risen sharply in the last 10
years.
and abuse it.
“We discourage people from getting drinks
“I worked in a case in which the survivor
from people they don’t know,” Lippincott
was referred by one of her college
said. “We have talked to young men in the
professors,” Lippincott said. “Just like there
issue of consent to sex. Communication is a
are bad professors, there are also very good
very important part.”
professors.”

Survivor Guide
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En garde
Students Chris Berndhart (left) and instructor Mike Salazar practice fencing last week for a
directing project shot Sunday. The performance will involve a scene from the movie “The
Princess Bride” where Berndhart will portray Wesley in a duel against Inigo Montoya.
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The Texas Legislature is debating whether a
tuition deregulation bill should be passed to
give the University of Texas Board of Regents
the power to control tuition rates in public
universities throughout the state.
The current policy gives the Legislature the
power to set tuition rates, and the Board of
Regents is left to set fees for each institution.
The deregulation bill will allow each university
to set its own tuition rates.
The plan first started on December 2002, and
Chancellor of UT Systems Mark Yudof brought
the proposal to the Board of Regents. Then on
Jan. 10, The Dallas Morning News reported
that public university officials were asking the
Legislature to give them the opportunity to set
their own tuition rates.
Yudof explained that the proposal would
waive student's fees and wages of those whose
family income is less than the state median of
$41,000. According to the National Center for
Public Policy of Higher Education, the average
cost of attending a Texas public university is an
estimated $2,800, up 63 percent the last 10
years, while the fixed cap of tuition rates is $88
per semester hour, which might go up or down
if the bill is passed.
Monty Jones, associate director of public
affairs for the UT System, told the Daily Texan

that if tuition was to be deregulated, the market
would then drive rates. He also added that
sensitivity to the market would ensure
affordable tuition, and would allow the
university to more efficiently control its
resources.
However, UTPA Provost/Vice President
Rodolfo Arevalo thinks differently about the
subject. He stated that the bill would probably
help the university to better maintain itself, but
it would affect the students and the community
in the long run.
“Financially it will help the university, [but]
it will not be beneficial for students,” Arevalo
said. “Students tuition will probably go up.”
Arevalo also stated that he thinks UTPA will
not raise its tuition as much as other big
schools like UT-Austin. His reasoning was that
they do not want to put themselves out of the
market to the point where students will not be
able to afford tuition.
Members of the Board of Regents believe
that deregulation will help students at schools
in areas where the income level is lower.
Another factor is that the tuition deregulation
bill, if passed, will help relieve the burden that
the state is feeling since the shortfall was
announced earlier this year. With the state
facing a $10 billion deficit, proponents argue
that if the state cannot help provide the schools
with needed funds, the universities should
acquire the funds in other ways. What some

students fear is that when the school is faced
with money problems, it isn’t going to look for
ways to solve them, but will just raise the
tuition. This was the viewpoint expressed in a
recent issue of Texas A&M’s Battalion
newspaper.
State Sen. Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa is against
tuition deregulation and his office provided
some pros and cons regarding the bill.
Some of the reasons to be against the bill are
that students do not trust their Board of
Regents with the rates, and deregulation will
make some universities financially easier to
attend than others, while shifting the financial
burden from the state to the students and their
families. Reasons for the bill to be passed focus
on how it will allow universities to make up for
the state budget cut by raising tuition.
On the other hand, the bill has received
support from Gov. Rick Perry and from most
of the state universities as well as the Board of
Regents. Vice Chairman Rita C. Clements is
also in favor of the bill. She stated that she
would like for the bill to pass because of the
tight state budget, and she likes the room for
movement it implies.
“We need to have the possibility to
deregulate tuition, and decide institution by
institution what it should [charge],” Clements
said. “It will give us the flexibility in what we
charge our institutions instead of the
Legislature.”

Local soldier travels to D.C.
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
A huge honor came to the University of
Texas-Pan American recently, as Bronc
Battalion Cadet Antonio Sanchez is one of
just 300 people who have been invited to
attend the George C. Marshall ROTC Award
Seminar, which started Tuesday in
Lexington, Va.
The three-day conference, which ends
today, provides guidance to the cadets
selected to attend. It is named for Marshall,
one of the greatest soldiers the country has
ever had and the man responsible for
rebuilding Europe after World War II.
ROTC is a program that teaches the
decision-making, management skills,
leadership, and the discipline that will
enhance the students’ future success in
either a military or a civilian career,
according to a press release.
Since the ROTC formally became an
organization in 1916, it has helped more
than half a million men and women become
Army officers through the Army ROTC
program. Some of those who passed through
ROTC are Secretary of State Colin Powell,
and Sam Walton, founder of Wal-Mart.
Sanchez, a senior finance major, is now
the battalion commander for the UTPA
Army ROTC after two years in the
organization. Capt. Tiburcio Macias,
assistant professor of military science,
stated that Sanchez is the number one cadet
in the organization, which made him the
best qualified to participate in the
conference.
“It is a tremendous honor to be selected to
attend,” Macias commented. “If we could

ANTONIO SANCHEZ
send every one of the cadets we would.”
Sanchez, a graduate of McAllen Rowe
High School, is an Army veteran who has
served for seven years. He went to active
duty right after high school, and was
stationed in Fort Carson, Col. He then went
to serve overseas, got selected to be part of
an airborne training camp, and eventually
fought forest fires in California and Oregon.
According to Macias, the selection
process is competitive, as 270 universities
fight for a certain number of slots to the
conference, which occurs every spring
semester and features important speakers,
including past U.S. presidents and other
important government officials. Those
scheduled to appear this year are Maj.
General John T. D. Casey, commander of
the Army cadet command, and Thompson E.
White, secretary of the Army.
The attending cadets participate in

discussions about military subjects, while
having the opportunity to meet the
president, said Macias. Out of 18 discussion
topics, Sanchez had to pick six, which he
had to research and learn more about to get
prepared for the conference.
Some of the topics involved the war in
the Persian Gulf, Americans after NAFTA,
peacekeeping and the U.S. military, and
Homeland Security and the role of the
military, just to name a few.
Sanchez says that he is sure the current
war with Iraq will be a big topic.
“I am sure the war will be a topic,”
Sanchez stated. “It is definitely something
related with the issues going on right now,
and the discussions will help me better
understand some of the issues that are going
on, and the role of the armed forces.”
Sanchez plans to become an officer in the
National Guard after graduating this
summer. He wants a commission as second
lieutenant, which is a presidential
appointment given when the student meets
all the requirements, such as being in
ROTC, and finishing a college degree. He is
also pursuing a job position in the
Department of Treasury.
“I definitely want to retire as a National
Guard,” Sanchez said. “I want to stay in
[because] I feel there are at least another 13
years of service left in me.”
Sanchez commented that it is a privilege
to be selected by the organization. He also
added something for his fellow classmates
who wish to pursue a college degree, and
have an interest in the military. He says they
should consider being part of ROTC.
“It is always an honor to get recognized
in the military,” he concluded.
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OSU pummels UTPA in two meetings
Broncs pick up wins against Oral Roberts, but
Oklahoma trip takes wrong turn against Cowboys
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
Oklahoma State took the
University of Texas-Pan
American baseball team to
school for the second day in a
row Wednesday afternoon in
a two-game series best left
forgotten. The Cowboys
romped on the Broncs 17-7 at
Allie Reynolds Stadium in
Stillwater, Okla. before a
crowd of 891 fans.
UTPA dropped to 19-23 on
the season after losing their
eighth game in the last 11,
and State improved to 25-11
with the come-from-behind
victory.
Along with being
outscored 41-8 by the
Cowboys, the Broncs have
been outscored 68-28 in their
last five games. The Broncs
are 2-3 on their current road
trip, and 2-12 on the road for
the season.
Despite having surpassed
last year’s 15-win season, the
Broncs have gone 3-8 in
April. Last year, Pan Am
went 6-6 in the month of
April. This spring brings the
toughest part of the schedule,
and State showed why this
week, though at first it
seemed like an upset was in
the air.
UTPA started the game by
tagging starting pitcher Justin
Ottman for six runs in onethird of an inning. Cody King
(2-0) came on in relief of
Ottman and pitched 3.2

innings of shutout ball.
However, Oklahoma came
right back. The Cowboys
ripped Pan Am starter Travis
Parker (3-3) for 12 runs on 12
hits in three innings to take a
12-6 lead.
The Broncs added just one
more run while OSU scored
five additional runs in the last
two innings of the game to
finish off UTPA 17-7.
A day earlier, on Tuesday,
it had taken the Cowboys just
one inning to tame the Broncs
24-1. Oklahoma State sent an
amazing 20 men to the plate,
scored 15 runs on 15 hits and
knocked around two UTPA
pitchers before the first
inning came to an unmerciful
end.
Oklahoma State pounded
Edinburg native Aaron
Guerra for eight runs and six
hits before he was relieved by
Mission’s John Lopez. Lopez
was tagged for 10 runs in
only 2.2 innings of relief.
Guerra took the loss and
dropped to 2-6.
Relief pitchers Ricky
Anderson and Robert
Martinez closed out the final
three innings and allowed six
runs on seven hits.
Oklahoma State’s Jimmy
Rhodes improved his season
record to 2-1 by pitching
three-hit ball and allowing
just one lone Bronc run to
cross the plate. Cowboy
Justin Quaempts came on in
relief and pitched two hitless
innings to close out the game.

Prior to the UTPA’s twogame series with OSU, the
Broncs took two out of three
games against Oral Roberts at
Tulsa, Ok. On April 11, Pan
Am edged out ORU, 8-7, in
12 innings and freshman left
fielder Louie Alamia went 5
for 6 in the dramatic Bronc
comeback win.
Senior designated hitter
Bruce Kennedy knocked in
the game-winning runs with a
two-out, two-run single in the
top of the 12th that scored
senior Jerome McCoy and
freshman Alamia.
The Golden Eagles got
even with the Broncs on April
12 with a 14-5 thrashing.
On Sunday, after trailing 62, the Broncs sent 10 men to
the plate and scored five
unanswered runs in the top of
the ninth to defeat ORU, 7-6.
Sophomore Juan Saenz (10) pitched one inning of
shutout relief and picked up
the victory after relieving
junior Tommy Sorden, who
allowed six runs on nine hits
in seven innings.
UTPA will be back in
action April 22 in Austin to
take on the defending
national champion Longhorns
for a single game.
The Broncs are 2-29
against Texas in the all-time
series including a 7-3 loss to
the Longhorns on April 8. In
1971, UTPA swept a twogame playoff series from
Texas, 1-0 and 4-0, en route
to the College World Series.
Pitcher John Lopez (above)
goes through his throwing
motion, while Louie Alamia
(left) warms up in preparation
for an at-bat earlier this season. The Broncs suffered two
tough losses against
Oklahoma State University
during the recent road trip, losing two contests, 24-1 and
17-7 Tuesday and Wednesday.
Photos by Daniel Aguilar/
The Pan American
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Broncs edge
’Runners
By ALEX GRAVEL
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan
American men’s tennis team defeated
its archrival, the University of TexasSan Antonio, 4-3, before the largest
crowd of the season Saturday afternoon
at the Orville Cox Tennis Center.
In doing so, the team finished second
in the Southland Conference with a 3-2
record and a 13-7 overall record. and
should be one of the favorites to win
the conference tournament next week.
“We knew it was going to be close
against UTSA because they’re a great
team,” said head coach Todd Chapman.
According to freshman Oliver Steil,
winning the doubles was the key.
“We’ve had troubles all year to get
the doubles point and we did against
UTSA, which decided the match,” he
said.
Steil and his partner, sophomore
Jeremy Salvo, won their doubles match
at No. 2, 8-5, while senior Matt Gower
and freshman Nik Porter won their No.
3 match-up 8-6.
The teams split the singles matches
3-3. Porter won his match 6-1, 6-1 at
No. 6 while Salvo also downed his No.
4 matchup, 6-2, 6-2. Sophomore Filip
Koziell came out victorious as well,
beating his No. 2 opponent 6-4, 6-1.
Before the season started, the men’s
tennis team had three goals in mind:
win the conference tournament, win the
regular season conference title, and get
nationally ranked. They are now ranked
72nd in the country and are looking to
take home the Southland Conference
Tournament trophy for the first time.
“We have a chance to win it,” said
Steil. “We just have to play well for the
whole weekend."

“We’re confident,” said senior Neil
Barraclough. “As long as we get a
good week of practice next week and
everybody stays healthy, we think we
can win it this year.”
Although they were not able to
clinch the regular season title, coach
Chapman is extremely pleased with the
outcome of the season.
“Having only two seniors on the
team I didn’t know how we were going
to respond,” Chapman said. “Our
freshmen responded well, were very
consistent all season and we are sitting
about where I thought we were going to
be before the season started.”
Porter finished his freshman season
16-9 in singles and Steil closed at 1812.
One of the reasons why the team has
had a successful year is teamwork.
“We’ve been working better as a
team and we support each other a lot
more than in the past,” said
Barraclough.
“I think we have a strong team,
strong individual players and we can
function very well as a team,” said
Steil.
The conference tournament will
begin on Friday, April 25 at the
University of Texas-Arlington. The
Broncs will most likely face Lamar
University in the first round of the
tourney. UTPA defeated Lamar, 5-2, in
their last meeting on March 22.
Their hopes to make their goal
happen are high and losing is not even a
consideration.
“We put ourselves in very good
position to win the tournament by
beating UTSA last weekend,” said
Chapman. “We are playing our best
tennis of the season right now and we
can do it.”

No bunny here
Friday or Saturday
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Pan Am Days
continue today

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
With the University of Texas-Pan
American so close to the U.S.-Mexico border,
college students should have the opportunity
to learn about the relationship this country
has with Mexico and Latin America. That’s
why the Center for International Programs
(CIP) is hosting the annual Pan American
Days this week, through Thursday, April 17.
The theme for the Pan American Days 2003
is U.S.-Mexico and Latin America in
Difficult Times: NAFTA, Immigration and
the Future of Latin America.

See related story on Page 5

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Dozens of students gathered Wednesday in the Quad to watch the 1978 film “Grease,”
shown on the north side of the Student Union Building.

Photo by Matt Lynch/The Pan American

Junior Tom Mangelschots hits a backhand during a warm-up session earlier this season.

The organization aims to provide
students, especially athletes, with
fellowship and worship.
“We are in college away from home,”
said Treasurer J.C. Crosby, a junior
criminal justice major. “Most athletes are
from out of state or other parts of Texas
and don’t have a car. FCA
gives athletes and all students
a chance for fellowship on
campus and also to learn the
word of God.”
Crosby feels that FCA
members can help in the
struggle to reshape the often
negative stereotypical image
of today’s athlete into one that
is more helpful to the
community and society as a

“

whole.
“We reach out to other athletes because
a lot of them don’t know Christ,” Crosby
said. “A lot of people look up to athletes,
so then the athletes can bring other people
to Christ, too.”
The organization tries to make its

It helps students
remember why they’re in
school and helps keep
them on track
- Amy Moses, UTPA track athlete

“

Sometimes there is more to sports than
athletic competition.
To prove that point, there is an
organization of student-athletes University
of Texas-Pan American combining an
individual’s relationship with God with
sports.
The Rio Grande Valley Collegiate
Fellowship of Christian Athletes is a nondenominational organization specifically
geared toward athletes.
But according to chapter President Amy
Moses, the club is open to all students.
“FCA is for everybody who wants to
know Christ,” said Moses, a junior premed biology major.

VOICE
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Student group provides fellowship
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

THURSDAY

Campus

gatherings casual and low-key so that
students can leave their worries behind.
“FCA is a place to come and relate to
others, relax, and get away form school,”
Moses said. “We want to remind students
that God is there. We have fun in His
name and spiritually grow together. That’s
what FCA is about, and that is what
fellowship is about.”
Crosby feels that fellowship is an
important part of being a Christian and
helps build a better relationship with God.
“God wants you to have quiet time with
him on a one-to-one basis, but he also
wants you to [congregate] and teach
others about Christ,” he said.
FCA also hopes to provide an
alternative to students who would rather

See FCA page 14

The United States has been dealing with
the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) since 1992 when President George
Bush, Ambassador Carla Hills, and the
governments of Canada and Mexico
announced the completion of negotiations for
NAFTA. The program went into place in
1994.
According to the NAFTA website, NAFTA
was created to safeguard existing U.S. health,
safety and environmental standards by
allowing any party to deny entry to products
that do not meet its national standards. It also
provides protection to states’ rights by

Pan Am Days
Events
Doing Business in Mexico
1:10 BA 110
Education Infrastructure in
Latin America
2:35 BA 110
The Future of Latin America in
Difficult Times
7:10 BA 118

allowing regional subdivisions in NAFTA
countries to pass standards that may be more
difficult than national standards.
The Preamble of NAFTA states that its
purpose was to “strengthen special bonds of
friendship and cooperation among their
nations, create an expanded and secure
market for the goods and services produced
in their territories, reduce distortions to trade,
enhance the competitiveness of their firms in
global markets, preserve flexibility to

See DAYS page 6

Mayoral challenger likes chances
THE PAN AMERICAN
In his return to Valley politics, Richard
Garcia brings an interesting blend of
humility and confidence to the mix.
The former judge and longtime Valley
attorney will challenge incumbent Joe
Ochoa for Edinburg mayor in less than a
month, and has already been active on the
campaign trial.
“I am not God's gift to anything,” said
Garcia in a recent interview. “But I am a
local with lots of experience, and I think
it's time for a change in city politics.”
The race for mayor involves Garcia in a
bid to get back into the arena after a sixyear sabbatical. May 3 he faces a seasoned
battler in Ochoa, whose tenure has lasted
10 years since he defeated Al Ramirez in
1993. In an attempt to gain quick and
positive publicity, Garcia has learned a
lesson from his opponent's struggles with
Valley media.

“Joe has
gotten
clobbered
by the
Daily
Review,
and it's
usually not
a good
idea to
take on the
media,”
said
Garcia,
who has
RICHARD GARCIA noted the
sustained
attack by Edinburg Daily Review
columnist Beng Lim.
“I don't think that Joe has done a bad
job, necessarily, but I do think that getting
into it with reporters is a bad idea.
Sometimes they write good things,

sometimes not. But the pen is mightier
than the sword, especially in politics.”
Both politicians will have a chance to
address the media April 23 when they take
part in a forum at American Legion post
408 at 7 p.m. Early election voting began
this week.
This media lesson is just one of several
Garcia has ingested in a Valley career
spanning back into the 1970s. A 1964
Edinburg High graduate, he got a business
degree from Pan American University in
1971 and finished law school in 1973. He
made his area debut as a partner in law
with current County Judge Ramon Garcia,
and held several judgeships after that.
Garcia's main experience came during
16 years as a country court-at-law judge
starting in 1980, and he says that going
through that span taught him much about
handling people and their problems.
“We had a high volume of cases on that
court,” said Garcia, whose sister, Dahlia

Guerra, is the chair of the music
department at the University of Texas-Pan
American. His daughter is a UTPA
graduate as well. “I dealt with people from
all walks of life,” he said, “and I feel that
this experience will help me as mayor,”
In order to become the city's third
Hispanic mayor, Garcia will have to topple
Ochoa, who has been on the scene during
a period of unprecedented growth for the
city of Edinburg. The latest U.S. Census
showed over 48,000 people in town, and
the city's expansion in the last 10 years
has been an exemplar of the incredible
population boom for Hispanics in South
Texas. There have been a handful of
economic ventures during that period;
some have done well, others have not. The
Edinburg Baseball Stadium, and its minor
league team, the Roadrunners, falls into
the former category, the Supersplash water
park into the latter.

See CANDIDATE page 6

