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Washington,

22 April 1993

D C

EARTH DAY.
Today marks, the 23rd anniversary of Earth Day. On this occasion
I thought I would take the opportunity to look back on how this became an annual
event as well as some of the accomplishments that have occurred in the
intervening years.
Plans for the first Earth Day began in 1969 when then-Senator Gaylord
Nelson proposed a nationwide "teach-in" on environmental issues.
Co-chaired
by then-Representative Paul N McCloskey, Jr., the 1970 Earth Day project
encouraged people in towns and cities across America to demonstrate their concern
about air and water pollution in a wide variety of ways.
Numerous schools,
colleges, and other organizations held seminars and discussions on environmental
topics.
Through that first Earth Day the concept of ecology
the
relationship of living things to one another and their environment -- became
more widely understood. Ever since, Earth Day has been an annual celebration
of the environment and its relationship to humanity.
Since 1970 we, as a nation, have made significant progress on a
number of fronts in addressing many of our pollution problems. Some examples:

* The amount of lead in gasoline nationwide has declined by 99%
since 1973.
This is expected to result in lowering the health care costs
associated with lead.

*

Today's automobiles release one-tenth the emissions of automobiles

in 1970.

* The open dumping and burning of municipal solid waste (including
household garbage) has been banned.
* There is now in place a system for managing our nation's growing
production of waste.
Previously, most hazardous and nonhazardous waste was
buried or burned in open dumps, resulting in contamination of our groundwater,
air, and soil. Today, our hazardous waste management and tracking system ensures
that parties who improperly generate, manage, store, or dispose of hazardous
waste are held responsible for their actions.
industries.

*

Recycling

has

become

one

of

the

nation's

fastest

growing

* A whole class of pesticides that do not degrade in the environment
for decades after being applied has been banned.
This has led to the return
of the bald eagle and other endangered species.
* The quality of our nation's waters, particularly urban rivers,
has dramatically improved as a result of controls on industrial and municipal
discharges.
Today, sewage treatment plants service more than twice as many
Americans as in 1970. These plants protect the pUblic from disease, and our
lakes, rivers, and streams from degradation.
* On a personal level I have been involved with efforts to better
our environment virtually ever since coming to Congress.
One initiative of
which I am particularly proud is my bill to remove pollutants from the Rio
Grande.
This became law in the 100th Congress and culminated years of effort
at fashioning a strategy to involve both the U S and Mexico in preventing
pollution of our shared boundary, the Rio Grande, thereby ensuring the viability
of the river for generations yet to come.
These are but some of the many changes
Truly, we I ve come a long way.

that have taken place.
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We must, though, continue to be vigilant.
In fact, rnlf most recent
effort is a proposal I've introduced along with Senator Bob Krueger designed
to help federal and state agencies better manage economic development and protect
natural resources in and around the Gulf of Mexico.
This bill entitled the
Gulf of Mexico Act authorizes the establishment of an independent Gulf of Mexico
Commission to monitor the economic and environmental conditions of the region.
It would require the Secretary of Agriculture to compile an inventory of all
federal and state laws and regulations affecting the use of wetlands for
agricultural production.
Also, the measure would formally establish a Gulf
of Mexico national program office within the Environmental Protection Agency.
Earth Day offers to each and everyone of us an opportunity to
celebrate our natural environment and to examine what can be done to protect
and enhance it. Observe it in your own way, but do be certain to do something
to celebrate Earth Day. Remember, what happens in the future depends on all
of us working together.

#

#

#

TIPS FOR RENTERS.
Because so many individuals .rent I wanted to
share with you some important information provided me by the Consumer Information
Center which I think you'll want to keep in mind. I can assure you these will
come in handy. They are:

* Read the lease careful1y. A lease is a binding contract. By
signing it, you're stating you understand your responsibilities as a tenant,
as well as the obligations of the landlord. Take your time, and don't be afraid
to ask questions if something is unclear.
* Ask to add or delete clauses from the lease if' necessary. Certain
clauses limit your rights, and you should ask to have them removed. For example,
waiving your right to privacy allows the landlord to enter the property without
telling you in advance.
others may limit your right to be notified of rent
increases, or even eviction. There are even clauses that can require you to
pay the landlord's attorney and legal fees if you file a complaint in court.
Although you can ask, the landlord does not have to take them out since these
practices are not illegal.
Also, make sure the lease covers specific responsibilities, such
as maintenance, utility payments, and cancellation or renewal terms.
If it
doesn't, request that they be included.
Any revisions to the lease should be made in writing and initialed
by both you and the landlord.
If the landlord won't make changes, you have
to decide if you still want to sign the lease, or look for housing elsewhere.

* Make sure the security deposit is just that-a deposit. Many
landlords require a security deposit in advance to offset the cost of possible
property damage or lost keys.
But don't expect to move out and leave it as
the last month's rent.
Most owners won't allow this since they would have
no way of covering additional expenses. And to avoid paying for another tenant's
damage inspect the property with the landlord both before you move in, and
after you move out.
Record any damage in writing or with photographs.
Also
ask to have "normal wear and tear" defined in the lease, along with any practices
such as carpet cleaning or fumigating that are charged to tenants when they
leave.
Remember, there's no such thing as a "non-refundable" security
deposit. As long as you fulfill your part of the lease, and cause no additional
expenses, you're entitled to a full refund after you move. Even if cleaning
or other charges are deducted, your landlord must return the balance.
Some
localities also require the landlord to pay interest on your deposit.
When you rent, you'll want to maintain a working relationship with
the owner and/or landlord.
And usually, difficulties and misunderstandings
are settled easily. When they're not, you may want outside assistance in having
them resolved.
Check the government listings in your phone book for Housing
or Tenant-landlord Relations offices.
Depending on where you live, they may
be listed under local, county, or state government. You may also want to seek
legal counsel.
rights.

It's always important to make certain you know and safeguard your
Keeping these tips in mind will help you do just that.
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