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ABSTRACT

Fonseca, Omar, Sechin Alto Early Horizon Ceramics Assemblgge Master of Arts m |
| Interdisciplinary Studies (MAIS), May 2009, 147 pp., 8 tables, 64 illustrations,
| references 15 t1tles

The focus of this thes1s is to elaborate on the Early Honzon (900-200 B .C.) ceramic
‘component at the site of Sechin Alto in the Casma Valley of Peru. The site of Sechin
Alto consists of an enormous rectangular platform mound with four rectangular plazas
and two cisclﬂar courts and is considered to be part‘of the larger Sechin Alto Conlplex
that spans 4 mile area (Fagan 1996:632). Sechin Alto is primarily an Initial Period
(2150-1000 B.C.) site with an Early Horizon component superlmposed'above Initial
Period material. 'This material was excavated in the field and analyzed in the laboratory ‘
du‘ring the 2000, 2001 and 2002 field seasons. J ulio Tello first surveYed the site in 1937.
1t was subsequently sarveyed by Donald Collier ancl Donald 'Ihompson in 1956 and
again in 1968 by Rosa Fung and Carlos Williams. bThe}"s»ite has recently been sarveyed
“and excavated by Drs. Sheha Pozorski and Thomas Pozorski along with other colleagues
| and their students. This study of the Sechm Alto Ceram1c assemblage will provide
insight into Early Horizon ceramic technology, by presenting data collected from

_excavations and ceramic analysis.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Environmelit and Setting |
The Andes Mountain chain runs along the western edge of South America.

Mostly due to the Aﬁdes, Peru's climate and terrain are divided into zones comprised of
mountains, fbrest, anc.l‘desert. All terrain east of the Andes receives normal rainfall while
land west of the Andes is émqilg the driest in thé World. This study cbnéefns a Site from
the coastal desert area along the Pac‘iﬁc Coast of Pem; -The Casma River Valley is
| apﬁroximétely 350 km north of Lima, the modern capitél of Peru; it is one of se?eral river -
valleys thaf run from the An’des to the Pacific Ocean. Since ancient times, vthese rivers |
~ have provided the only reliable source of water in the coastal desert regivon of Peru. |
Water from the Casma Rivér, like all other rivers in thg region, was and remains today a
pfecious commodity for the peoéle within the river valley.

. Generally larger populations Based on baéﬁculture appeared along the dgsert coast
bnly aﬁer land adjacent to the floodplain could be irrigated. Déspité the level terrain
" irrigation of desert lowlands was a difficult task. Michael Moseley (1992:126) believés
irrigation and settlement originally occurred along the path of least resistance, with most
" activity occurring well inland of thé coast. Moseley describes the difficulty for small
populations to create and maintain such a system. Despite limitations for irrigation in the

lower altitudes, irrigation was established early on and continues into the present. Large



sites supported by sizable populations emerged within the coastal zone and remained -
established for centuries in large part due to farming and irrigation.
| The site of Sechin Alto (Appendix A; Fig. 1) is adjacenl to the Sechin brénch of
the Casma River and is centrélly i)laced among other Initial Period site_e such as Cerro
Sechin and Taukach_i-Konkan The earliest known components of the site date to ‘the
, Imtlal Penod of ceramic use or between 2100 and 1000 B C The mhabltants and |
creators of Sechin Alto were able to sustain order in the valley system | for some time. At
some point, new Initial Period constructions ceased and evidence at the site mdlcates an
exodus of the inhabitants (Pozorski and Pozorski 2005). The vacated 'site remained
unoccupied for some time after abandonment. | |
| The Early H_orizon’vl{as the: time aﬁer tlxe eﬁd of the Iﬂilial l’eriod? but before the |
- regional florescence of the Early Intennediale Period, which produce(l latelf cultureé such
- as the Moche. The‘ Early Horizon (1000-200 B.C.) on‘ihe'Northem and Central Pei‘uvian
Coast encompassed a time when huge 'coastal centers were no longer being builﬁ and the |
way of life which had supported these centers changed as well. Much of the earliest
prehistory of coastal vactivity‘ in the Early}I-‘Iorizoo is vstill unknown, ‘ancl informationat
Sechin Alto will shed light on occupation of the region for this time period. This study of
depbsilibnal layers which began immediately after the known Initial Period pause is also
informative for the Early Hoﬁzon in the whole Casma Valley.
Agnculture and marine resource exploitation were central actlvmes in the lives of
prehistoric people along the Peruvian Coast; therefore, any major 1nterrupt10n of
subsistence actlvmes such as an,El Nifio episode could easily have created havoc.

Collapsed, the system might have required generations to restore itself properly; by that



time old controls dissolved and new functional relationships evolved for other less
organized groups. Sucha scenario may have played a part in c'ausing the great changés

| for the Initial Period people, who ongmally created Sechm Alto and several other notable
sites in the Casma ValIey |

In the best of cases, the coastal desert of Peru naturally supports plant growth only

S 'nearest rivers. Irrigation could expand the usable area, but expanswn requires a larger -

work force. Therefore, one should expect the largest and most established groups to have |
access to arable land nearest the river. The Sechin Alto site occupied this most |
- prestigious spot prior to the dissolution of the Initial Period system. The Early Horizon.
people did not chéose this placemexit;‘they feoécupied the_vtop of an immense Initial |
Period mound. The advantages of occupying a lafge hill-like structure near a i'ive: were
apparent, and Sechin Altb could have easily béen ‘among'th_e ﬁrst locatibns to be. |
conSideréd for seﬁlément during the Early Horizon. “
Sechin Alto Early Horizon Cerimiics

The sherds analyzed for this study Were numerous; they prov1ded many dlagnostlc
and chronologlcally 1mportant atmbutes to study. These features were the key to
addressing questions about Sechin Alto’s later occupation. The evidence spans an
extended time period and provides valuable dlachromc data. The speclﬁc decoranve and
dlagnostlc features of the ceramics, along with thelr locations w1th1n the different
contexts and levels, were the primary focus of this study in order to provide evidence ofa
more detailed timeline. | |

The aufhdr spent his first two seasons in Peru excavating Early Horizdr; |

architecture and analyzing material found by others on the main mound at the site of



Sechin Alto. The site’s originai"occupation datés to the Initial Period (2100-1000 B.C.);
and there is a clear difference between Initial Period architecture, which featqres large
plazas and finely finished plastered surfaces on most features, and typical Early Horizon |
architecture, which includes small plazas with small unfinished benches and small
adjoining rooms. This less formaﬂ type of Early Horizon architecture generally was ~
superimposed updﬁ the earliér, more fm&sljr executed, Initial Period architecture.

The ceramic assemblage analyzed in this study was found in deep fill and dump '
contexts such as'étairways; reoccupied earlier archiiécﬁne, and‘deep sbaces or “rooms;”
These reocqupied Initial Period afeas yielded information about the ';elative chronology
of Early Horizon reshaping at Sechin Alto. This reshaping of the mam Sechin Alt§_ : o
mound occurred when the main mbund was reoccupied and architecttlre of earlier |
é;instructidnswas demolished. This occurred during the Early Horizon (1000-200 BC)
Through cOmpérisons with other Early Horizon assemblages recovered from Casma
Valley sites, the author has been abley to chronologicaily place thé Early Horizon |
reoccupation of Sechin Alto relative to other Early ﬁorizon settiements in the Casma

Valley.



CHAPTER 2

CERAMIC DESCRIPTIONS

This section describes ceramics analyzed within this study. Establishing sherd
type is the ‘ﬁrst step in understanding the’ceramic evidence. Sécond, infomiatibn from
»t nms, necks, and other vital vessel parts is utilized in brder to deduce the original form of
vesselé, and, in some caées, estimate size. This chapte‘; descﬁbés ¢y diagnosticsherd | |
traits, (2) modified ceramic objects or objects reWorke_d after initial use, and (3) sﬁrface
decoration. | | | | |

All sherds within this study were initially inspected in order to aséertain whether
the sherds are undecorated or plain wares and if they are an obvious portion of a vessel.
Thibs initial examination involved the entire coﬂection for each context and allowed
further study of diagnostic material.

| Determination of sherd type is thé first step’ in classifying the thousé.‘nds of

undifferentiated body sherds, as well as diagnostic éeramics. This criterion was based
“upon a types listing which designates a number from one to twenty two (Appendix A; |
Fig. 2 Types Chért) for sherd types found by the Casma Valley project. Type for plain
ware sherds was determined by observing type of ‘ﬁr‘ing, nature of temper or particle size,
thickness, and exterior surface finish. Sherds without }surface layers were éxcluded |

because the initial criteria for the study requires a definite assessment of surface qualities.



| Among the first distinctions made for the sample is whether the sherds were ﬁred
in an oxygen-rich environment or an oxygen-‘starved environment, Oxidation, or the.
presence of oxygen in the firing of ceramiG veseels, results in a red or reddish-browﬁ
surface and paste color for sherds initially fired in this manner. Twelve of the'22 types
have oxidation as their most basic attribute (Appendix A; Fig.2 Types Chart). Reduced:
sherds are those sherds that were initially fired in an oxygen—starved environment. As a
‘result of this ﬁrmg method the fired ﬁ'agments have a very dark gray or black
appearance. The remaining 10 types are made up exclusively of reductlon-ﬁred sherds.
Dark spotsf on oxidized vessels are a result of uneven ﬁring which may occur ina
~ crowded kiln. ‘Uneven finishes that have patches of reduced ceramic on a pnmanly '
ox1dlzed vessel of this type are referred to as fire clouding (Donnan 1992: 20)
| Sherd thickness was determined by measunng sherds;on broken edges to get a |
good representational thickness for the enﬁre sherd. Edges with least wear were used iﬁ
order to more accurately gauge the thickness of md1v1dual sherds as represen:tative’v for. |
entire vessels. Sherd ﬂﬁckness can be a key factor in disfingﬁishing among types. Sherd
thickness is important in the definition of three typesv. |
Temper is the mateﬁal added to clay in order to avoid accidents during the firing
process and for overall strength. Accidents such as bubbling or crackling resuit from
extra imisiure escaping rapidly‘during the firing process‘and eauéing a rupture or weak
point in the vessel or object. Tehdper is also added to facilitate the handling of .the stieky :
mixture during the vessel construction phase (Donnan 1992:13). Within this sample,

temper consists of fine or large grain sand, small pebbles, and, in rare cases, small pieces



of broken ceramic material. Assessments of temper size range from very fine to very
coarse and are a feature in every sherd type determination.
Shine or burnish is a finish that generally covers the entire vessel and is done
| ’ ‘prior to firing. Burnish is the smoothing or aligning of molequles on the visible surface
of vcssels with a stone or ot‘her, hard object, resulting in a smjface shine (Donnan
1952: 19). It is applied to the surfaqe by the craftsman: first while clay is moist for a dull
luster and later during the leathery, semi-dry period if further luster is d¢sired. Bumnish or
- multiple burnishings can be the only finish a vessel receives and theréin isa ﬁmsh for
plain ware and can be decorative at once. Presence of burnish and iﬁtensity of burnish
luster are both determinant factors of céram'ic‘ type. Fourteen sherd types on the list of 22
have burnish as a characteristic (Appendix Ay F1g 2). | | |
Paint’or paint-like finishes are yet another determinant used to establish sherd
types. There are ﬁve' sherd types w1th paint or slip as a factor in determinirig type. Slip,
a thin surface finish created by washiﬁg a thin solution of clay over a finished vessel, can
create a water-tight seal in the same color as the vessel clay or in a different tone, creating
a two-toned effect. Paints similar to slip may also help form a more watertight bond
inside vessels as well as finishing exterior surfaces. Paint or Slip as a finish refers to an
action done to all or the majority of the interior dr exterior of a vessel. The selective use
of paint, on the other hand, is defined as decoration. | |
Vessel Forms
The vessel forms within this study include neckless ollas, a variety of jars, a
“quantity of bottles, bowls, panpipes and bther cé;amic objects. This section also defines

other secondary forms that are reworked in a variety of shapes. Vessel forms were



identtﬁed and categorized by utilizing analyses from studies by Richard Daggett from the -
Nepeﬁa Valley (1984), Thomas Pozorski and Shelia Pozorski from the Casma Valley
(1987), and Helairle Silveﬁnan and Donald Proulx (2002) from the Rio Grahde Nazca
and the Ica Valley |
Among the dlagnostlc sherds for thts study are recogmzable parts of vessels or
other ceramic ob_]ects Examples of dlagnostlc vessel parts are nms, shoulders, necks, :
and bases. Information about whole vessels can be inferred from diagnostic features such
as a rim’s dlameter or neck height. As large numbers of undlfferentlated body sherds
- were exanuned ‘any diagnostic features capable of 1dent1fymg vessel form or function
- were recorded along with sherd type and decoratlon The group labeled “Shaped sherds
and other Objects,” is mcluded because it constitutes forms as deﬁned for this study
Neckless ollas (Appendlx B; Fig. 3 A-L) are globular vessels with no neck
sections, restrteted openings and overall rim diameters between 7 and 26 cm. Wall
thickness ranges from 5 mm to 1.5 cm with s]ight’thickening towards the rim. The
interior surface for this vessel type was rough with dragging and pitting marks, except for
zorles 1 to 2 cm from rim areas which could be smoothed.’ Rim construction techniques
| varied slightly, ranging from slightly beveled to comnra shaped and, rarely, a sharp
prepared edge. v | |
Neckless olla with spout (F ig.‘ 3 N) refers to a regular neckless olla with a jar-like
- spout approximately 3 cm below the rim. Spout diameter is unavailable, but the diameter
for the neckless olla portion of this sihgle example is 15 cm. The spout, which protrudes
2cm aboye the shoulder section of the sherd, creates a combination jar/olla which, when |

found separately, could be treated as two separate forms. This form is also present in



asse'mblages from other Casma Valley sites such as San Diego (Pozorski and Pozorski
1987:57). |
Short neck jars (Fig. 4 H-K) are globular with short straight neck areas. Rim

diaxﬁéter ranges between 8 and 14 cm while neck height is 10 to 23 mm. The globular
body of the jar has a short addition of a low wide opening with a distinctive short and
‘ stralght or shghtly flared neck less than 3 ¢m in height. |
| Everted rim jars F ig 4 A-G) are a variant of short neck jars with a slightly ﬂai‘ed
neck rather than a short straight rim. The helght of the rim is less than 4 cm. Everted rim
' Jars have rim dlameters of 8 to 24 cm. Everted rims are smaller and less horizontal than
flaring rims descnbed below. | |

. Tall neck jars (Fig. 5 A-E) are jars whose rounded body meets a neck that angles
ﬁpwards like a wide-bodied vase or extends straight up with only avsl'ight ﬂaﬁe at the lip. |
‘Wall 'thickness‘at the neck varies bétween 5 mmand 9 mm. The height of ﬁeck sectioﬁs
for this sampie is greater than 4.cm and generally between 5 and 7 cm high. The tim
- diameter of tall neck jars faﬂs between 10 and 17 cgh, and fhe lip area cah be slightly
rounded or beveled. The neck can be decorated on its thickened exterior surface with
incised decbration, circle and dot, or appliqué decoration. |

Flaring rim jars (Fig. 6 A-F) have outcurving flanged rims 12 to 21 mm thick, The

 mouth has a diameter between 18 and 25 cm. The nearly horizontal rim area is between 7
cm and 11 cm long from mouth edge to rim; the outer rims have diameters of 29 to 46 |
cm. The nm of flaring rim jars curves upward and then outward to form a near 90 degree
angle w1th the mouth of the vessel. The top coﬂar section is smoothed or burnished, with

 the exterior or bottom surface left unprepared and rough. The lip can be rounded or
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beveled. The spittoon-like rim is usually broken from the body at the juncture of the rim
and body; thickness at ﬁs juncture rahges from 10 to 15 mm. -

Bowils (Fig. 7 A-O) were generally shallow aﬁd incufving with curved or flat
bottoms (Fig. 7 N and O) although a few outcurving and straight-walled versions were
also identiﬁed. Diameter for this vessel type varies from 8 cm to 20 cm. Wall thickness
varies from S to 12 mm. The estimated height of some bowl;, based ‘on' estimating from
where bottom curvature starts, is frbm 4to 8 cm. Bovﬂé can be stréight-sidéd, nearly
straigllt;sided;‘or have carination of extérior surfaces (Fig. 7 J). Interior surfaces of these
vessels wére ﬁsually smoothed, slippéd or burnished; and one example had some interior
paint along the rim (black 5yr /2.5). Lips Were finished as a slightly beveled or rounded
non-thickened edge. Some vessel ’baseé have ﬂéttened b‘ottoms?(Fig. 7N and O).
| Decbratiqn on bowis include circle and dot, paint (black SYR 2.5/1), or streaky burnish.

| Grater bowl (F ig. 8 A-C) sherds have deep, purposeful teXturir‘lg'On interior
surfaces. Textuﬁné inci‘sionsvcan be from 2 to 7 mm deep and ﬁ';)ni S5to7 ém‘long. A
diameter o‘f‘33 6_m comes from a single thickened rim éhercL Sherd thickness ranges from
8to 10 mm at the :body to 15 to 20 mm at the thickened. rim. There is anvincised line |
(Fig. 8 A and B:1) 21 mm below the rim separating textured aréas and the rim. Int}erio‘f‘
folds and peaks have a thick. folded appearance with finger-like depressiohs (Fig. 8 C:1-
3). |

| Plaie/tray (Fig. 9 A-D) is used td describe a type of shallow bowl or pedestal tray.

Plate/tray sherds were rare, but recognizable as part of a flat or semi-flat vessel w1th low

walls.
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Bottles (Fig. 10 A-J) have narrow openings defined by rims measuring from 3 to
6 cm in diameter. F ragment analysis }revealed unfinished interiors, suggesting restricted
openings that prohibited the interior smoothing present in other forms. Sherd thickness
- ranges from 3 to 5 mm. Neck height could bé from 4 to 8.5 cm’ tall. Narrow cylindrical
nepks, both long and short; necks w1th promfnent prepared lips; and others With no |
formalized lip are present. | |

Stirrup spout bottles (Fig. 10 A, B and J) are bottles with a distinctive arch and
spdut that comprise the stifrup form (Donnan 1992:26). The three example.s‘ of stirrup
vspout necks have a rim diameter of 2 to 4 cm; wall thickness at the spout is 4 mm This
.v " form’is suggested by the finger modeling ‘on the inter‘iorvsurface of Jbottle ri_eck sherds»
(Fig. 10 B and J) and the spout and arch join area (Fig 10A). N .
- Panpipes (Fig. 11 A-]) are single, double or multi-chambered musical insfrum’ents
~ created by fashioning clay into tubes which were then fastened together. Panpipe
fragments included any sherds of material originally part of a complete pénpipe or |
belonging to any sub-part éf a panpipé.: Included were individual chamber tubeS,ﬁité of
exterior casing and fragméhts with multiple or single chambers still émbedded w1thm
them. No intact panpipes were found during this study although every secﬁori ofa
theorized panpipe was found, thus confirming desigh canons and variants.

| The thickness of exterior pénpipe walls varies from instrument to instrument,

usually ranging from 5 to 10 mm. The thickness of individual tube walls is 2 to 4 mm
and is constant for the enﬁre tube for each chamber of the instrument. Chamber diameter
is constant for individual tubes of the same instrument while varying from 1 to 2 mm

among different instruments. Semi-complete sections are as long as 6 cm (Fig. 11 A)
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with as many as two pipes ahd as few as one pipe per section. Interior chambers were
| usually smooth and well rounded, perhaps an indicatidn of slip—casting (Daggett :
1984:179-180)>,Vand only occasionally rough. Very rough, hand-modeied types éxiét
albngside finer vgrsions. Perhaps ﬁnér types were made using dowel-like sticks to create
' fegular, untouched tubes (Daggett 1984: 179). Both suB-types are finished in one of th '
‘manners. 'Panpipe tubes were either encased in ceramic outer casings, which also varied
in tlﬁékneSs and quality of finish, or they were very finely covered with an ebvenvla}'f'er of
~semi-dry clay which was smoothed at the mouthpiece area and made to contour to the
" outer surface of the musical instrument.
Reworked or Shaped Sherds |
| Shaped sherds were made by reworking bodyvsherds, therein extendiﬁg the life of
' the sherds. This group inéludes‘cifcular-shaped objects, D-shaped, rectahgular-shaped,
and triangular—shaped"sherds. : Typically one surface of the shaped sherds haé p1ttmg or
| drag marks indicative of the origihal vessel’s interior while the _oi)posite surface has’
burnish, burnish stripes or other decoration indicating the in_itial eXterior.surface ofa
vessel (I‘ eradaand Onuki 1982:133).. Disk and non-disk shaped examples have oxie or
mofe shaped edges, in some cases with jagged notches on unworn Outer edges (F 1g 12
and 13).' Shaped and worn or abraded exémples have no notching or less evident
notching and insteadrare worn smooth on at least 6né edge. |
Shaped Circular disks (Fig. 12 A-B and G-H) are purposeﬁﬂly shaped sherds with |
a inostly circular shape. Thickness of sherds rémgés from 8 to 15 mm Shaped disks have
a diameter éf between 2 and 10 cm. Disks may displéy obvious signs of additional wear

to the outer edges of one-time exterior vessel surfaces although not all sherds have this
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weaf. Certain examples could have been used as lids while others may have been
destined to receive a perforation to b‘evused as spindle whorls. A majority of the sherds
are oxidized completely or have some fire clouding on otherwis'e oxidized exterior
surfaces. Disks are made of undecorated and occasionally decorated body sherds
(Flg 40 C).

| D-shapéd (Fig. 12 C-F and I) sherds are D—shaped with a generally straight edge
on an otherwise circular disk. The D-shaped éﬁerds have a thickness from 4 to 10 mm
while the diameter qf circular edges ranges from 3 to 4 cm. Some circular edges show
wear from use, but straight kedges'v show no sign of additional shaping from use aside from
the_iniﬁal break (Fig. 12 C and D). D-shaped sherds appear to be'purposeﬁllvly unworn on
 the edge that could theoretically be the handle or the place' that these sherds are held.

Shéped Rectangular (F ig. 13 A-C) shérds are genera}lly rectangular or square in
shape and have one or sometimes two sides shaped and smodthed. Thevvsherd thicknéss ’
for this group is 5 to 11  mm. Rectangular objects are from 4.5 to 6 cm Iong and3to5cm
wide. Exaxnplés of shaped and shaped and worn rectangular objects are identifiable due
to right angles. |
Shéped Triangular (Fig. 13 D-F) sherds have at least one purposefully shaped

edge. Sherd thickness for this shaped form is 5 to 9 mm. The shaped.edgé may exhibit
' additiohal smoothing, perhaps due to wear from use. Triangular objects come in smaller
and larger varieties, with the latter being up to 11 cm long and 8 cm wide. They often
have the wear only on the longest edge, méximizing thé span of the sherd. The smallér

objects range from 5 to7 cm long and may be shaped on all sides. Larger examples are
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usually smoothed on one edge, while the remaining edges are irregular and seemto
receive no particular treatment. | |

Shaped Perforated circular disks (Fig. 14 A) are circular shaped sherds with a
perforation at or near the middle of the sherd that were poSSiﬁly' intended for use as
spindle whorls.‘ The perforated circular‘disk sherd heré reéeived no additional smoothing
- or wear o the outer edges. Sherd thickneés is 8 to12 mm, and thé_sherd fdiaine'ter is5.5
cm. The perforated disk in this sfudy' (F 1g 14A)is genérally circular bﬁt nbt as roundéd |
 asmost ulblperforatedv shaped circular disks (Fig. 12 A-B and G-H). | |

Pérforated (Fig. 14 A-D) _s‘hefds are body or rim sherds w1th perforations that» are
likely repau' holes. Pe;rforations are cohcave to the ‘sherd 'surface‘ and thé actual holes | 7
| ineasﬁi'e 5 to 6 mm in diameter. The bevels found on many sherd'perfo:ations have'a
| diameter of 10 to 12 mm, twice the size of the actual apeffure. Drilling usually was done
from the exterior sﬁrface inward. | | | l |

~ Perforated body sherds (Fig. 14 Cvand D)v are sherds with a perforation on an

j otherwise brdinary body sherd. Sherds vafy in thickness from 7 to 8 mm. In the case
wherétfwo perforations are present, the total distance between perforations is 5 cm, and’ ‘
the disténCe between the edges of the bevels surrounding each perforation is 4 cm. Two
perforations in proximity to one another suggest the perforations were‘ﬁtiiized to
effectively repair an otherwise intact vessel with twine or other vegetativevm’atter. A
single example with no bével around the perforatidn could have been meant as a sort of

rustic spool used for wool or twine (Fig. 14 C).
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The perforated rim (Flg 14 B) sherds each have a perforation 2 to 4 cm below the
rim. The sherds are from vessels wuh rim diameters from 13 to 18 cm and body walls are
5 t0 9 mm thick.

| Ceramic Decoration |

The decorated sherd designation fos this study reﬂects any purposeful change
made to the exterior surface of a ceramic vessel, usually prior to initial firing. | |
Techniques include: fabric or net impression on the surface of parts of or entire vessel
exteriors as well as incisions, painted designs, patterned burnished, or streaky burnishing |
on the exterior surfaces of vessels. On occasion, the modeling of an abstract decoration -
or faunal figure provides a decorative elementwhieh is then added to the vessel eﬁer

initial construction. | |

Net nnpressed (Appendix C; Fxg 15 A-C) sherds are decorated by nettmg bemg
pressed agamst the exterior surface of the vessel during the semldry phase of vessel .
constructlon. The effect intentionally recreates the shapes of the net weave or net section
join area. The result of this deebration type is an irregﬂar honeycomb-like pattern. In

~addition to being a ceramic decoration, net impfession provides information regarding
’ textile technology.. This vdeceration type is known from Early Horizon‘ sites such as San ~
Diege (Pozorski and Pozorski 1987:59) and Pampa Rosario - |
(Pozorski and Pozorski 1987:69). |
Fabric impresSed sherds (Fig. 15 D-F) were intentionaliy decorated on their
" exterior surfaces by fabric pressed against the semi-dry exterior of all or parts of the
whole vessel. Like net impressed examples, fabric impressed decorations reveal methods

used for creating textiles. This decoration type was also found at the Early Horizon sites
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of San Diego and Pampa Rpsario in the Casma Vélley (Pozorski and Pozorski 1987:61,
Fig. 38). |
Fine line incised (Fig. 16 A-D) sherds received incisions 0.5 mm wide with a
sharp ihstrument when vessels wére dry 6r nearly dry. The cross hatch desigh is bbrdered :
'by a horizontal fine line of ﬂxe samé width. The single example in this colléétion isa
type 10 sherd 4.5 to 5 mm thick. This decoration type is a known as an Initial Period
decoration type (Pozorski and Pozorski 1987:23). |
| Line incised (F 1g 16 E—L and 17 A-E) sherds exhibit linear incision as lines,
arches axid cross hatch designs. Incised lines range' from1lto2 mm deep, 8to 18 mm
léng and 1 to 2.5 mm wide.‘ Examples are small. This decéfation type is a known from
both the Initial Period and Early Horizon where it teﬁds to be found on bdiﬁrls and bottlés
(Pozorski and Pozorski 1987:23). | |
Broad line incised (Fig. 177 F and G) sherds have heck or shoﬁlde_i décoration
consisting of a bénd or group .of' incised lines from 12 to 22 mm long, plarced’ diagonally
next to one another.k Incisions are 3.5 to 4 mm wide and are made on shouldgrs and necks
of jars. This decoration type is a known Initial Period decoration type
(Pozorski and Pozorski 1987:38, 59). |
Diagonal linear incised (Fig. 18 A-C) sherds havé ‘strai‘g‘ht incisions made
diagonally in bands or in’ a zoned cluster that are located on jars jusf below the nm
Iﬁciéions afe 2 mm wide and at least 21 mm long. This dquration type is an Early
Horizén decoraﬁon type found on some tall neck jar neck sections (Pozorski and
Pozorski 1987:103). Zoned linear incised (Fig. 18 D) sherds have diagonal incised lines

in zones, as a decorative cue. Selective placement of decoration, with purposeﬁll '
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omission or separation with incised lines, creates this decoration. This decoration type is
. a knoWn Early Horizon decoration found on some tall neck jar neck sections |
(Pozorski and Pozorski 1987:103). |
Ovoid gouging or large oval punctations (Fig. 19 A) are football-shabed gouges
| ‘5 to 11 mm long and 2 to 5 mm wide. Théy are made on the broad sﬁoulder of a vessel |
| perhapsWith a finger shaped object. This decoration type is a known Initial Period
decoration type found on neckless ollas (Pozorski and Pozorski 1987:38-39, Fig. 17).
Linear gouging (Fig. 19 B-E) decoration techniques are achieved by uéing a
rélétively sharp and flat wedged object to carve lines in semi-dry cerémics; Gouges
varied from 10 to 20 mm long and from 2 to'§ mm wide. This decoratlon is found on
 shoulders of jars and is not as regular as linear or dlagonal lmear 1nc1s1ons This |
decoration type may be an Initial Period variant on large oval punctatlon_s‘
| (Pozorski and Pozorski 1987:38). |
Zoned incised bi-chrome (Fig. 20 A and B) sherds have ’ir‘lci.sed lines in a variety |
of shapes that outline zoneci white (10YR 8/3) painted designs. | Incisions are 1 t02 mm |
wide. Designs cr¢ated by incisibns are generally angular for this bdecoration‘type. , This
- decoration type is a known Early Horizon decoration type |
‘(Pozorsk1 and Pozorski 1987:59, 61, Flg 39).
| Punctate sherds (Fig. 21 A-F) have decoration in the form of repeated Jabbmg
bf a stick or other pomted tool. Rectangular, round, oval, and tnangle objects were most
‘often used to create punctations. Large ovoid punctatlons are 2 to 3 mm wide and 6 to 7
' mm long;‘ smaller ovoid punctations are 2 mm wide and 3 to 4 mm long. Large round

~ punctations are 3 mm from edge to edge. Execution of this decoration varies according
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to the overall vessel dryness at the time of deéoration, number of punctations, ahd |

: orientation of the instrument used at the time of elaboration (straight or at an angle). This
decoration type is a well documented Initial Period decoration type |
(pozorski and Pozorski 1987:23-24, Fig. 10; Pozorski and Pozorski 2006), -

- Zoned punctate (Fig. 22 A-C) sherds have round pvunctates‘ or linear pu;ictate |
dashés within incised lines. In the examples with dashes, areas outéide of incised lines
:Were not decorated (Fig. 22 A and B). The ovoid Zoﬁe& punctate example has zoning

" with most punctate found wnhm zoned spaces (F ig. 22 C). 'I'hxs decoration type is a
known Ihitial Peﬁod and Early Horizon decoration type |
| (Pozorsk1 and Pozorsk1 1987:23-25, 60, Fig. 10, 37).

Rocker stampmg (F 1g 23 A—D) sherds have a dlstmct 21gzag appearance to thelr
decoratlon. Rocker stamped decorations were created by rocklng a sharp—edged object - |
back and fdrth along the-surface of a semi-dry veséel. Rockér stambing, may be cbnfmed
to zoﬁes bordered by incised or double-iﬁcised lines and examplés in this sample are 1.5
to 3.5 cm wide (F ig.23 A aﬁd C). The design may be‘further dema:cafed by the ‘selective ‘
application of paint. This decoration type is a known Eax}ly Horizon decoration
© (Fung 1969; Pozorski and Pozorski 198725, Fig. 1 1),

| Circle and dot (Figs. 24 A-C and 25 A-C) sherds have circle shapes stamped on B '
their exterior surface. Citcles 8 mm to 1 cm in diameter and 5 o 8 mm apart are made on
vessel walls and in double or single rows, perhaps by the impreSsion of a round cahe or
stick. Wall thickness for ceramics \ﬁth this decoration type is 4 to 12 mm. Typically
dots are present in the centers of the circles. In one example, there is a second smaller,

~ circle inside of which is a single dot as well (F' ig; 25 A).- Circle and dot decoration in this
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group isvfound on the upper exterior registers of jars and bowls of the carinated, incurved,
and straight varieties (Daggett 1984:139, 142, Fig. 5-4).
Circle and dot with comb incision (Fig. 26 A-B) has circle ahd dot decorations

with combing decorations filling intervening spaces. Each circle in one of two rows is 1
cm across, and inner circles are 7 to § mm wide. Punctate dots are 2 mm wide and are
found in the middle of circle decoration. This type with additional combed incisions
 resembles examples known to exist much later in Casma and surrounding river valleys,
and it is commonly referred to as ‘Casma Incised' (Pozorski and Pozorski: 1987:38). This
decoration type is a known Late Middle Horizon to Late .Intermediét_e Period decoration
(Daggett 1983; Vogel 2003). N

| Circulér punctate band (Fig. 27 A-E) sherds have solid round punctates in a band
around the neck or rim area of a vessel. The diameters for punctations ére 3t04 vmm and
fhey oceur in doixble or single rowé. Punctétions are concave, 2-_3 mm deep and,
individuél puﬁctatiohs are 4 to 5 mm from one anothé;. Circular punctation Bands afe
| found on neckless ollas and jars. This decoration is known from early Early Horizon
collections ét oiher sites (Burger 1984:57, 34‘8,’ Fig. 8.5).. |

Press molded sherds (Fig. 28 A-D and Fig. 29 A) are decorated by an objector -

objects pressed against the vessel wall, neck, or other vessel part. ‘The four eﬁiamples
(Fig. 28 A-D) pertaih to one véssel decorated around the neck area and are similaf to later *
ceramics discussed by Wilson (1988). This decoration type is a known Middle Horizon
trait in neighboring valleys (Wilson 1988:261, Fig. 263).

Post fire scratcﬁes (F ig. 29 B) are made on a vessel or sherd after it has been |

fired. The example from this collection is a crudely executed pattern 5 to 10 mm wide
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and 11 mm long. This treatment type has been found in the neighboﬁng Nepefia Valley
in late Early Horizon collections (Daggett 1984:321, Fig. 7-6). - ‘

Appliqué decoration sherds (Fig. 30 A-D)'can havé all or part of oblong,
appliquéd objects, non-figural repregentatiohs such as nodules, or tiered and non-tiered
lugs, added to their exterior surfaces (Fig. 31 A-E, Fig. 32 A-C and Fig. 33 A ndB).
Sherds can'also‘have bands of appliqué on neck sections of jars (F ig. 33 C and D). These |

: presumably would be around the gnti:e vessel neck or other feature. Appliqué features
are placed on vessels aﬁer their initial construction and can be ﬁém 1 to 6 cm long and
ha\‘/e.up,to 14 mm of relief. The seﬁﬁ-dry modeled object is cemented down by
| smoothing bits of clay across the join, creating'a bond prior to ﬁrmg Oblong appliqués 4
to 5 cm long have‘sléshes horizontaily across thém and are from 10 to 18 mm long and 2
mm wide. Possible marine life represented in this sample, such as chitons, as well as
- other poésible life are found alongside abstracf tiers and appliqué bands (Figs. 30, 33 A-F
and 34 A-F). Aﬁpliqués are a khown decoration type for the Early Horizon
’(PozorSki and Pozorski 1987:59). | | | |
~ Zoned appliqué sherds (Fig. 34 A and B) have,appliqﬁé decorafions on select
) portions of a vessel. Decorated and undecorated area‘s’are' delineated by vi’ncisions or by
omitting decoration on areas on the vessel. Clay is applied to objects then poked to |
create small doughnut-like shapes as well as other shapes 1 to 2 mm in height_fd give
relief to decorated zones. This decoration fype is a known Early Horizon decoraﬁon
(sz'orski and Pozorski 1987:88).
| Thickeﬁed appliqué shoulder with deep incision (Fig. 35 A) is a thick piece of

clay added to a vessel shoulder in this case. The appliquéd shoulder is 27 mm wide at the
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thickest vpoint and has incisions up to 1 cm deep. This decoration may be a varianton a
known Early Intermediate Period decoration V(Wilson 1988:530, Fig. 4).

A pé\rtially modeled figural (Fig. 35 B) sherd is the sole example for this Sample,
and has a personage eating corn or othef foodstuff modeled onto the jar; The neck and
shoulders of the vessel are the stylized face and shoulders of the personage respectively.
On opposite shoulders of the vessel are two birds appliéd to the modeled vessel. The
possible com/comesﬁble and arm holding it have been apblied to the vessel to gi{re a
three dimensional effect. This decoratidn type is a Transitional or Late Intermediate
Penod decoratlon (Wllson 1988:478, 485). |

Pamted sherds (Fi igs. 36, 37, and 38) are selectlvely elaborated, generally pnor to
firing, using mmeral pxgment colors (Donnan 1992:18). An example of pamt as
decoration in thls collection is the utlhzatx_on of dark grey paint (5 YR_3/2) overthe
| majority of a vessel leaving only an undecoraied band (Fig. 36 A-D). An;)ther examplé
consists of random geomé&ic designs achievéd by ﬁsing black paint (SYR 2.5/ 1)in
strokqs 1to2 mm widé and up to 5 cm long (Fig. 37 C and 38 A-C). Lihes can intersect
or meet to form tﬁangles or groups of parallel lines. 'Zoning or se‘gregation of the
particular vessel part receiving paint is another way to utilize paint for decoratlon ThlS
 was observed when white paint (10YR 8/2- 8/3) was used over or inside incised lines
(Fig. 20 A-B). Pamted sherds i in this collection are similar to examples found in other
known Early Horizon assemblages (Grieder 1975; Pozorski and Pozoréki 1987:25).

Distinctively finished burnished sherds have burnished stripes and/or pattemed ,
burnished designs, including cross-hatched burnish (Fig. 39 A-C) or prominent streaky

burnish (Fig. 40 A-D) as the primary surface treatment given to an otherwise plain ware
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vessel. Some burnished sherds raise the question of wﬁether or not the sherds are truly

examples of the use of burnish as decoratlon Burmsh done to drymg leather-hard :

ceramics wﬂl produce a more even shlne Burmshmg a less-dry vessel will produce a

| stnped design on the ﬁmshed vessel Decorative burnish can be dnstmctly streaky,
striped or patterned according to the nature of the decoration. The following descriptions
refer to the most obviously altered examples. This decoratlon type isa known Early

| Honzon decoration (Daggett 1984:323, Fig. 7-4, 7-6 a, ¢ and d)

Patterned,burmshed (Fig. 39 A-C) sherds have interior or exterior surface
bm‘niéhing which can intersect to c&ate lattice-like patterns. Patterned burnished areae
can be bordered by aline ofburnish or an incised line to ereate a frame at the edge of a

: deeign that g‘eﬁerally covers the entire vessel. Neatly,execﬁted bufnished"stripeé, with or
Without lattice-like pattems are cohsidered patterned if fhe design is echieved with some
ev1dence of control as in zebra-like stnpes ora burmsh-lmed rim. This decoratlon type is
a known Early Horizon decoration (Daggett 1984 325)

Stnped burnished (Fig. 39 D and E) sherds have clear burnishing stripes‘at
regular intervals separated by unt_reated areas. Burnished stripes are 2 to 4 mm wide and
spaces between stripes measure 8 to 12 mm. Overall, burnished streaks and spaces

| between burnished liﬁes are more pronounced when corhpared to inegular burnish; and

- the overall number of stripes is lqwer. This type of sherd treatment presents‘high luster?
visible stripes and dividing zones with dull luster. ThlS decoration type is a known Early
Horizon decoration (Daggett 1984:325, Fig. 7-6 a).

| Prominent irregular burnished streaks (Fig. 40 A-D) on sherds are the least

formalized of the decorative burnish types. Streaks of near vertical or diagonal burnish 2
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to 4 mm wide alternate with plain areas 1 to 2 cm wide. On these sherds, unburnished
arcas are narrower, with 2 mm wide burnished and 2-4 mm wide unburnished areas,
compared to the striped burnished types. This decoration type is a known Early Horizon

decoration (Daggett 1984:325, Fig. 7-4 b).
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CHAPTER 3

' CERAMIC DATA: SIXUNITS .

The daia for this sthdy came from sii specific areas on the immense Sechin Alto
" main mound or huaca (Appendix A; Fig. 1, Main Map 1). Three of these areas
| correspond with foﬁner central staircases and the others with additional examples of
,fbnnér architecture, including a roomvwi‘th‘ a mud stucco frieze, low-wall érchitecture and |
a latepal staircase. Each areé saw a briéf Ear]y Horizon Oécupation followed by dumping |
 of demolished structural material. This ﬁll material wés dumped into features including |
staircases and Initial Period rooms. After the filling episodes, additional cultural material
pertaining to Early Horizon occupation after the restructuring of the 'mound was |
deposited. Ceramic evidenée used for this study elubidatcs further the character of this
Early Horizon reoccupation at the site. o
| Ax'eé A3, Aréa AS, ahd Area A10 were designations giveﬁ fo the central staii'case

vsegl‘ne‘:nts fevealed through excavation to be part of the previous Initial Period phase of |
“the site. Ceramic matcfial from above these staircase segments was collected and
analyzed as part of this study. Area A3, the lowermost central stéircase at the front of the
huaca, led from the lower atrium to the upper atrium. Areas A5 and A10 were part of the
same staircése leading from the upper atriuin to the ﬁlound summit. All three central

stairways had been completely covered with demolished building materials taken from
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other earlier features Non the mound. The debris, rendering the one time formal entrances
useless, is what is now referred to as fill and dump contexts which make up part of the
larger wall fall assemblage.

Area A4 is a lateral staircase and sniall landing leading one from the upper atrium
to Area Al7 just to the north. Area A4 and Area A1}7 are adjacent to one another. Like
-~ the central staircases, Areas A4 and eventually A17 were filled to completely alter the
character of previous architecture. Area A17 and Area A4 were éxcavated during
different field seasons and therefore received the two separate designations. Area Ad's
sample also included a post-Early Horiion dccupation represented by looters’ holes and
late burials, perhaps executed during the Middle Horizon.

Finally, the sample referred to as Area A6 was taken from a zone overlying one
end of the site's Initial Period adobe core that was originally adorned with a polychrome
frieze. Area A6's polychromg frieze was demolished early in the Early Horizon
occupation of Sechin Alto. Colored frieze fragments found in this area can be attributed
to this destruction of the area. |

For thé purpose of this analysis, the ceramic sample from each of the six units is
divided into two groups. In the earliest levels sfudied, a designation of just above
previous features, within 10 cm of, or in close proximity to known Initial Period (IP)
features established the lower boundary of the sample. Wall fall, fill and dump layers
and above late floor designations were all used to determine the division of the upper
sample because depth of wall fall could vary greatly according to what earlier feature was

covered. The wall fall sample in effect covers all sherds deposited after the restructuring
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began, and the within 10 cm and near Initial Period feature designation is for everything
prior to the restructuring. | o
Totals for All Areas within Study

The total number of shede for all areas and all levels is 1_6,806. The total body
sherds for all levels within 10 cm of and near prevxous (Initial Penod) feature contexts is |
B 2 444 (Appendlx D; Table 1 Types within 10 cm) with an addltlonal 119 decorated of
notable treatment or shaped ceramic objects (Appendlx D, Tables 3 and 6). The total
body sherds from wall faIl dump and fill contexts is 13, 993 (Appendix D; Table 2) plus |
250 decorated, notably treated or shaped ceramic obJects (Appendix D; Tables 4 and 8).

» The total sherd count for all levels of Area A3 is 579 body sherds with an
»' additienal 26 total decorated or shaped sherds. | |

In Area A3 w1thm 10 cm of the floor of steps, there are 45 body sherds and two |
diagrxosﬁc VesSél sherds. The undecorated group is comprised of 26 type 4 sherds; nine
type 1 sherds; seven type 14 ‘sherds; and one each ef types 3, 10, and 20. The }divagnosti‘c
sherds were from a neckless olla and a bowl.

In Area A3 within 10 cm and near the _early stairway, 12 decorated ei' speeial E
surface treatment sherds were fouﬁd. Eleven of the 12 fragments have prominent burnish
streaks on their exterior surfaces. One ‘fabr‘ic impressed sherd was found in this level of
Area A3, | | |
| In Area A3 refuse and wa.ll‘ fall the:e are 534 sherds, including 28 diagnostic
vessel sherds. Area A3 had 3'88 type 4 sherds, 65 type 1 sherds, 22 type 20 sherds, 16

type 17 sherds,b six type 3 sherds, three sherds each of types 14 and 10 and, finally, one
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sherd of type 5 ceramics. Forms that could be identified from diagnostic sherds were
neckless ollés, jars, bdttles, and bowls.
| A total of 14 decorated, specially ﬁniehed, or shaped sherds came from wall fall
~ and fill levels of Area 3. Two sherds are decorated with a double band of circular‘:
punctate on the neck area. There are five fabric impressed sherds and one painted sherd.
- Four shaped sherds were recovefed ﬁ'dm/this area, inclnding one’discoid‘ and one
rectangular object w1th wear to outer edges as well as one perforated body sherd and one
‘ dtnangular shaped tool sherd with no wear to its outer edges
From Area AS came a total of 1,981 body sherds from all levels. Area A5 also
prbduced atotal of 48 decorated, notably finished or shaped sherds. | |
 In Area A5, within 10 cm of the Initial Period steps, floor or beneh, there were
195 sherds, including five diagnostic vessel sherds. One hundred fifty-one were of type i
| 4; 21 were type 1; another 14 were type 10; four were type 2; and there were two each of
types 14, and 11 and one type 3 sherd as well Dlagnosnc sherds representmg neckless
olla forms and bowls were identified. A total of 20 sherds with prominent burnish streaks
came from Area AS within 10 cm of the steps. |
Area A5 wall fall and dump layers ylelded a total of 1,786 sherds, including 86
- diagnostic vessel sherds. There are 1,167 type 4 sherds, 417 type 1 sherds, and 16 type
14 sherds The remaining sherds were of type 2 w1th 13, type 3 with nine, type 18 with
four, type 17 with 41, type 10 with 22, and types 23, 19, and 1/4 with one apiece fora
tofal of 1,786. The vessel forms identifiable from diagnostic sherds were neckless ollas, |

short necked jars, bowls, everted rim jars, bottles, panpipes, and a grater bowl..
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There are a total of 14 decorated or specially treated surface sherds that include
ﬁve‘ fabric impressed sherds and two each with circle aﬁd dot aﬁd circular punctate bands.
There is also one each with ﬁgural »fragment; streaky burnish decoration and apﬁliqué -
 decoration. | | - |

The 14 shaped sherds in Areé AS wall fall afe made up of eight shaped sherds
with wear‘tb oﬁtef edges includixig four disk-shaped, three semicir’cﬁlar and one
rectangular shaped sherd. Another three shaped disks and one discoidai rim sherd, with
no apparent wear to their edges, came from Area AS wall fall. There were another two
‘perfbrated sherds, one from a vessel body, the other from near the rim area of a vessel.

In Area A10, 3,186 sherds from all levels were recovered. Area A10 produceda
- total o f 43‘d“e¢o’rated or otherwise notable sherds. '

: The sherds for Area A10 within 10 em of Initial Period steps, landing, or ﬂoof | .

totaled 271 of which 23 sherds w@re diagn_iostic for vessels. There were 190 type 4 Shérds ~
~and 75 type 1 sherds. There were aiso four type 1/4 shérds as well as oﬁe each of fypes 2
. and 10. 'I‘welve diagnostic sherds represenﬁng neckless 6llas were found, as were ﬁQe
bowl sherds and two jar sherds. Three panpipe fragments and one bottle sherd were |
. recovered from this area as well. | | | |

A total of 14 decorated or specially treated sherds and shaped shéfds were found
in Area A10 at within 10 cm of stairway and other earlier levels. Thirteen of the special
sherds had prominent burnish streaks, and one was incised with paint. -

Thé shérds for area A10 wall fall and within brown refuse totaled}2,9il 5 of which |
198 weré diagnostic fof vessel. There were 1,932 typé 4 sherds and 857 type 1 sherds.

The next most numerous type was 14 with 42 sherds. There were 22 type 20 sherds;
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- while type 10 had 15 sherds and type 1/4, comprised of sherds that exhibit characteristicsk

of }types 1 and 4, had 35 sherds. The remaining sherds belonged to types 17 with nine
and types 11 and 2 with one each. Forms noted through analysis of dlagnostlc sherds
were neckless olla, jar, ﬂanng rim jar, bottle bowl and panpipe forms.

Twenty-one decorated or distinctly finished sherds were found within this later
level of Area A10. Also found were four painted sherds, three circle and dot‘,vand two
each of net impression, incised bichrome, axid linear incisi(:)ns; In Area A10 wall faH, oné
of each of the following sherds was examined: fabric impressed, incised appliqué band, |
gougés, ciréﬁlar punctation band, appliqué. nub, striped burnished ahd prominent burnish

- streaks. | | | |
There are nine shaped sherds from Area A10. These iﬁclude five sherds with
| perforations, four near fhe‘ﬂm and one on a body sherd. Finally, there are four D-shaped
sherds with wear. | | |

The total number of body sherds for all levels of Area A6 was 1,847. Area A6 -
produced 38 decorated or otherwise notable sherds. In the A6 friéze area within 10 cm of
floor level and within groove were 519 sherds of which 19 were diagrlosﬁc for forms.
Four hundred twenty-three shérds were of type 4 and 89 of type 1. Along w1th these
there were three sherds of type 1/4 and one other of type 20/14. Finally, there was one
sherd each for types 10, 14 and 2. Forms recogniZablé from diagnosfic features were
neckless olla, neckless olla w/spout, panpipe and bottle. |

A total of 15 distinctive finish and one shaped sherd was found in Area A6 within
10em of floor and within groove. Fifteen sherds had prominent streaky burnish. Finally,

there was one D-shaped sherd with wear at this level.
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There were a total of 1,328 sherds for Area A6 wall fall, of which 73 are |
diagnostic for vessel forms. One thousand one hundred eighteen were type 4 sherds.
Another 172 were type 1 sherds, 18‘ sherds were of type 14, 12 were of type 20 and six

- were of type 10. Finally, there were one each of types 2 and ‘13. The forms recégnizable
. | from diagnostic sherds wefé neckless olla, jar, panpipe, short necked jar, and neckléss
ollawithspout. | |
A tpwl of 16 decorated sherds; notably treafed and shﬁped sherds were fouﬁd‘ in
Area A6 wall fall, dumping, and re‘sh'uctm'ing» contexts. -Therev were three sherds with
incised gougé decorations and éne with appliqué decoration. Finally, there w¢ré two
sherds w1th net impression on their outer sﬁrfacgs.
| A total of ten shaped sherds comes _frém this level: 6ne perforated disk, one | |
perforated ﬁm sherd, two unperforated disk sherds, three semiéircular shéped sherds with
wéar to "edges, two unperforated diSk silerds and one rectangular _éhaped sherd with no
wear ’to its edgés. | | | |
The body sherd total for all levels of Area' A4 was 2,570 sherds. There wére 75‘
total decorated, notable finish, or shaped Sherds. In Area A4, within 10 cm and near
feature, there was a total of 618 body sherds of which 19 are diagnostic. Type 4
represents the most frequently occufring type with 399 sherds while type 1 was
represented by 152 sherds. Type 3 was represehted by 15 sherds, followed by 14 type 10
sherds and 26 type 714 sherds. Type 2 had four sherds. | Thére were three sherds apieée of
types 13 and 17 and one each of types 8 and 5. Vessel forms identifiable from diagnosﬁc

sherds included neckless olla, bowl and panpipe.
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In Area A4 within 10 vcm and nearest early surface, a fotal of 26 decorated dr
notably finished sherds was fecoveréd. Oof tﬁesé, 17 have prominent burnish streaks
while three others were treated with surface punctaﬁoh. Another three sherds had‘
patterned or striped burnished finish. FinaHy, there was one each df the appliqué |
decoration and circular punciation band. The shaped sherd inventory reco§ered for this
level totaled two shaped sherds with wear to edges, one triangular and:‘tvhe other |
* rectangular. | | | |

In Area A4 wall fall level, there was a total 1,952 sherds of Which 32 were
diagnostic. One thouéand two hundred ninéty-eight type 4 sherds_ were excavated along
with 489 type 1 sherds. Next were type 1/4 with 59, type 14 with 36, types 20 and 2 with
. 13 sherds apiece, type 10 w1th 18, type 3 with 12, type “17 w1th nine; type 13 with four
and vtype 23 with one. Thé vésse'l‘ forms recognizable from diagnostics in Area A4vwere
neckless olla, decorated and dndecorated bowl, short neck jar, tall neck jar, bottle, a strap
handled vessel (possible jar), flaring rim jar én‘d panpipe.

Iﬁ Area A4 wall fall, a total of 12 decofated or distinctly finished sherds were
recovered. Of the 12 sherds, two were decorated with a zoned appliqué relief decoration
on thin reduced ware with tiny bits of pyrite. Three others had a rope-like appliqué band
design. Three Sherds with prdnxinent burnish streaks Qere also found in A4 wall fail.
Finally, there was one each of painted design, post fired scratching, dppliqué donuts and
- punctate triangles. |
The 34 shaped sherds include 13 disk/discoid, 15 rectangular, one semicircle and

four triangular shaped sherds with wear to at least one edge. In addition, one disk shaped
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sherd with‘no wear to outer edges came from this area. Finally, two perforated sherds;
one from the body and the other near the rim, were recovered. |

" Due to time constraints during the third season, which was spent entirely on
eeramic analysis in the lab, only approximately three fourths of the Area A17 sample was
analyZed Of the ceramics analyzed, Area A17 produced a total of 6,275 regular and
dlagnostlc sherds from all levels and produced 153 decorated or 0therw1$e notable sherds g

Area A17 within 10 cm produced 796 sherds of which 33 were dragnostlc There
,were 472 type 4 sherds and 153 type 1 sherds. In much smaller concentrations were type
2 with 60 sherds, type 14 with 44 sherds, and ’type 10 with 22 sherds. Finally, there were
20 type 3 sherds as well as 25 sherds referred to as type 1/4. The vessel forme
1dent1ﬁab1e from dragnostrc sherds were panplpe, neckless olla, bottle, jar, shaped sherd,
bowl, and a tray or plate |
The decoratlon and dxstmctrvely treated sherds for Area A17 near feature and

within 10 cm of previous features totaled 33. For Area A17, the most numerous’
decoration or notable treatment type was punctuation, with 11 punctation decorated
sherds. In this case, the punct_ation marks were made by rounded objects,'triangular |
objects and srnall rounded objects, respectively. There were seven prominently
burnished sherds, three striped burnished sherds, and one each of rectilinear incision, fine
incised erosshatch, srnall incised appliqué, patterned burnished arld zened punctéte
incision. Two shaped rectangular sherds were found within the Area A17 near floor
feature context. Examplee are m}o rectangular shaped ceramie objects with wear to at

least one edge.
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Area A17 wall fall and later levels producgd a total of 5,479 body sherds of which
330 are diagnostic for vessel forms. There were 3,162 type 4 sherds and 1,156 type 1
. sherds, followgd by type 2 with 490 sherds,‘ type 3 which has 150 sherds, type 14 with
‘ 146 sherds, and type 10 with ?3 sherds_. Another 81 sherds are categorized as type 1/d4or
" a near split of the two different types. There are 65 type 11 sherds, 54 type 5 sherds, and
53 type 20 shérds. Type 17 also has 13 sherds While:type 7>and fhe “other” catégory each ‘v
havé eighi sherds (Table 2). The forms recognizable ﬁom diagnostic sherds were
neckless olla, bowl, a decorated bow, jaf, decorated ﬁ‘eckless ollé, lug handle? strap
handle vessel, necked olla, tall neck jar, gfater bowil, plate/tréy, opeh (shallow) ‘bowl,
bottle, flared rim jaf; a neckless olla with lug handle and a stirrup spbut bottle.
A total of 107 decorated, special ﬁeaﬁnent and shapéd shgrds were found in Area
A17 wall fall. There were eight sherds with dark reddish paint (SYR 2.5) as a line
decorgtién, ,14 sherds of prominent 'étreakyv burnish afxd 15 abppliqué’ decoration shér&s.
There are 12 punctate sherds, and sevén net and six fabric impressed sherds. Of the five
zone decorated sherds, two were punctate dashes, two were linear incision and one was of
small' donut Iike appliqués placed in zones. There were also 11 non-zoned linear incision
or gougé types, nine striped burrﬁshed sherds, and ‘four_ each of focker stamped shéxjds,
incised -arch sherds and press mold sherds. Three circle}and dot with combing sherds = -
were recovered in this area along with oné circle and dot sherd. Two sherds with incised
crosshatch designs éame from this area; bné with finely incised 1 mm‘ wide lines and the -
other with 2 to 3 mm wide incisions. F.inally, there was a figural adorned jar surfape and :

a patterned Burnished sherd.
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Of the 118 diagnostic sherds for Area A17 wall fall, ten are shaped sherds
including seven shaped sherds with wear. Five of these worn sherds are rectangular; one
is semiciicular and thé other is a disk. Of the two shaped sherdsvwith no wear, one is |
rectangular and ﬁe other is semicircular. The final reworked sherd is an example of a

perforated rim sherd that was a probable repair to the original vessel.
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- CHAPTER 4
RESULTS OF CERAMIC ANALYSIS BY AREA -

- Sherds found at fhé lowest levels of the six units made up the eariiest inventory of
sherds that accumulated on the Initial Period afchitectm_al features after thé initial
abandonmeﬁt of the site. This initial abandonment is believed to have been followed by a
pause in which little or no human activity is noted (Pozorski and szorski 2005). Later
afier a brief initial Early Horizon occilpation, boulders, facing stones, mortar, and conical
- adobes were mined from their respective areas and heaped into staircases and rooms as
wéll as landings and stairways. Most of the Early Horizon occupation of the Sechin Alfo
main mound occurred after this restructuring episode. The ceramic material found |
overlying the initial reoccupation and subsequent restructun'ng at Sechin Alto reflects B
attributes of early, middle and late Early Horizon types knbwn from other Casma Valléy
Early Horizon sites‘ as well as neighboring valleys. | J |

The types of deposition varied greatly--from natural deposition of cera‘micé from
everyday use to iﬁtentional use of sherds, along with othér 'mined' cultural material, to
altér an area’s look and use. The main Sechin Alto mound eventually suffered many
alterations at the hands of the later inhabitants. For instance, Area A6, an area of
previous importance, was deliberately stripped of mud friezes and architecture; Area A17
had multiple walls built upon one another in episodic building events of short duration; |

Lateral stairway A4 became an occupation area altered from once being a corridor,
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stairway and landing for A17. The larger central staircase system was completely
obscured by dumping and barricading. Conical adobes once found mainly in the oldest
 central part of the mound were most likely mined and melted for use in rudimentary walls
as mortar and plaster. Stones were uéed to build low walls and to obstruct the hiiaca’s
 original staircase in Area A3. In Area A4 and Area A17, within the later disturbed 1ayérs
of the sample, a limited quanvti‘ty, of sherds typical of the Middie Horizon and Late
Iiitermediate Period were found along with later Burials associated with these later
contexts. | |

- Multiple fine ashy layers along with large amounts of Qhai'red gherds point to the
eventual utilization bf the mound as a domestic site for a small group. Prcibabie domestic
areas had hearths, small work areas, and lafge amounts of sherds in bo’fh primary and |
| secondary depositional or collection c’oniexts as is the case where Wall building used
cgraniics as internal wall support. Eariy Horizon Sei:hin Alto was particularly interesting
 inthatit could have been effective as a mulii?fénxily habitation area. Small informal
| hearths and irregular agglutinated structures could be indicative of early i'efuge situations
or may be liriked to episodic living on the mound. B

| The breakdown by sﬁuare for the six areas, for both décorated and plain wares,

 has been divided into two contexts. Upper later layers are labeled wall fal, restrucﬁiring
and/or fill levels." Lower, and in moét‘ cases, older levels are labeléd within 10 i\nd near .
Initial Period feature; both are presented in Appendix C. vapica.lly, limited initial
deposition of sherds was followed by the sudden appearance of near-sterile architectural

. material; and then large amounts of sherds begin to apliear along with ash and debris as
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this area took on the character of a domestic midden whichvcontained proportionally
- larger numbers of sherds. | |

- In Area A3, the excavated square with the greatest sherd total} at within 10 cm is
Square }2 (Fig. 42); A few proniinently streaky burnish sherds were found in near-floor |
v contexts, and one net impressed sherd was recovered (Fig. 41; Sq.8) among the decorated

_ v , ‘
| Evidence for purposeful dumping on a larger than household scale was evident |

after this light earlier Early Horizon deposition, which was followed by a lﬁyer where a
small amount of foddstuﬁ's and other cultural material was found within levels comprised
of boulders énd deconstructed plaster. Much of the fill material deposited early on was
intentionally mined from otheij areas of the Initial Peﬁod huaca in order to be dumped
info the lower portions of the Area A3 staircase. Latef, slightly higher up on the huacé, ,
this staircase was blocked By'é ﬁoulde’r wéll behind which were found the most ceramics
for Area A3 wall fall Qample (F 1g 44; Sq.3). The rock wall and the fill and refuse |
- deposited behind it effectively barred this area as an entrance.
The wall fall decorated san‘xple) (Fig. 43) includes a variety of decorations
| représented at Sechin Alto by one sherd apiece. A tqtal of six-types of decorated and/or
diagnostic sherds was found m the latest undisturbed cultur‘alv layers: necked olla sherd
with soiid cimular punctate band, fabric impressed body sherd, painted body sherd‘,:
perforated body sherd, a shaped sherd with wear and a shaped sherd with no wear. All
these are decorative types known from other Early Horizon sites (Pozorsld and Pozorski

1987:59).
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The Area AS mam stairway was the lower formal staircase eonnecting the uppef
aﬁium to the mound summit. If Sechin Alto were used during Early Horizon times as a
makeshiﬁ fort or siege position a formal é.ccess route such as staircase A5 could have
| | been covered earlier on aﬁer takmg possession of the site. Earlier Early Horizon
decoratlons, such as stnped burmshed and prominent burnish streaks, appear clustered in
~ the earhest level of Early Horizon material from Area AS. The position of this stalrcase
nearer the top of the mound meant that it would not be as accessible as the lower
stairCases, but it would represent a definite weakness if the lower ‘barricades"' and steep
“ vmclme of Area A3 were breached. B |
Areas AS and A10 were part of the same central stalrcase arch1tectural umt Both '
are almost completely covered by debris from demolished Initial Period constructlon,
which effectively cxeeted a slight extension of the _ﬁont of the upper mound. Area AS is
lower‘ in elevation on the hﬁaca, and‘ somé ceramics oﬁginally deposited above the Area
Al0 Staifcase segment may haveelid dowﬁslope and collected in higher numbers above
~ Area A5. This gravity may have given Area AS a larger portion of the eerly sherds »
dumped‘into the staircase while Area A10 received more of the later dsse_mbiage in
squares (8gs.3-6) located above a landing. In keeping with this, square 16 was the
| excavated square with the most sherds for Area AS within 10 cm sample (Fig. 46)' with
57. The excavated square wnth the most body sherds in the Area A5 wall fall sample was
: square 14 with 197 (Fig. 48). In Area A10, within the near floor sample, the excavated |
square with the most body sherds was Square 4 with 116. For the wall fall sample in

’ Area‘AIO, square 8 produced the most body sherds.
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The decorated shérd samples in the lowesf layers of both Area AS and Area A10
share prominently streaky burnish (Figs.l 45 and‘ 49), but Area A5 within 10 is clearly
lacking other decorations‘ and notable forms as was the case for the lower Area A3 (Fig.
41) staircase. Area A5, given its location near the staircase bottom, could have been
filled ¢onsideraﬁly earlier. Grav1ty plus the settling of dirt and other material may have
propelled inore of the earlier Early Horizon ceramics‘ and fill into the lower Area AS
staircase segment while Area A10, the uppef staircase segment, remained uncovered
longer, thereby :eceiving sherds with the latér decorative techniques snch as round
punctates énd fbrms such as panpipes. The presence of streaky irregular Bunﬁsh only in
- the earliest parts of Area A5's undisturbed context suggests that‘this surface finish |

decorated the earlieét types in the area. | | | |

" After a small amount of early activity, Area A1, like Area AS, was filled with
demolished architectural matenal Within dumped wall and construction debris there
‘were signiﬁcantl& fewer sherds than'appeared in deposits ow)erlying these levels. At some

point after plaster and stone debris was duinpéd into the staircasé, many fine lenses of silt
and sand mixed with ash appear above the stairway. Multiple fine aShy layérs along with
large amounts of charred sherds point to the eventual utilization of the area as a domestic
dump site for av small group living at the highest point on the huaca. As with later levels |
of other units, Area AS and Areas A10 wall fall contexts (Figs.47 and 48 énd 51 and 52)
have a more varied inventory of ceramic types and decératiVe typés and a far greater
number of body sherds than earlier levels. Vessel forms inélude short neck jar, flaring
rim jar, and bowl, and decorative motifs include net impression, fabric impression, linear

incision, solid circular punctate, dppliqués and circle and dot. Earlier Initial Period
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architectural features in this area affect ceramic sherd totals in a lbgical manner because
non-free space will have fewer ceramics than a level area which usually exhibits a larger
amount of Sherds. The greatest number of sherds for AS and A10 came from thelx‘naterial
dumi:ed onto the flat landing of Area A10. | ‘.
Area ‘A17» evidences a sustained Early Horizon occupation. Area A17and
adjacent Area A4 were vefy likély among the ﬁfst areas on the huaéa to be reoccupied
- during the Early Hoﬁion. Decorative typés, such as punctaies (Fig. 21), known from
earlier Initial Period ééramic inventories are present in early mixéd contexts‘ aldngside
Early Horizon types such as net impressed and striped burnished (Figs. 15‘ and 39).
| Unlike» the staircase in Areas A3 and AS, where dumpii;g and filling occuned;

‘Area A17 represents a gradual deposition of ceramics over a fairiy vwi'devarea. The lower-
“ proportioﬁ of body Asherds for both Aréa A4 and Area A17 suggests a steady déposition of
 sherds (T. ables 1,3 and 5 and Figs. 58 and 62). Small-scale late Initial Period |
érclxitecﬁlre in this area was filled in and used by late; people as a base to support Early
Horizbn walls and possibly perishable shelters. Most associated ceramics were prdbably'
used in Area A17 and later discarded or used for later inner wall fill material. Howevet,
this construction séquence resuitéd in mixed Initial Period and Early Horizon contexts for
the iowesf Early Horizon levels.

| Patterned striped and streaky decoratii(e burhished appear primarily in thé Early
Horizon sample nearest the‘Initial Period features w1thm Area A4 '(Fig. 57) and Area A17
(Fig. 61) and continue as the levels pfogress (Tafalés 3 and 4). Striped burnished and
~ zoned punctate sherds were fouhd mixed with Initial Period punctate shefds prior to

extreme changes. The demolishing of huaca top Initial Period architecture and the
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dumping of building debris onto the huaca’s North wing where Area A4 and Area A17
are located sealed the earliest Early Horizon ceramic assemblage in i'oughly one episode.
After this fill episode the ceramic decorations from Area A4 and Area A17 includes |
zoned punctate, zoned appliqué, circle and dot, rocker stémping, painted sherds, api)liqué, |
fébric impréssion and net impression. v

As much as 30% of the regular body éherds sample from Area A17 and Area A4
wall fall were charred on at least one surface, suggestinvg‘use of the vessels for vcooking

and/or the sherds for lining a hegrth for insulation. The largest shaped sherd assemblage

| of this study wés found in a Area A4, in overlaying layers of square 5 (Fig. 59); and is
likely indicative of a workshop or food 'pfep area nearby. The three ﬁré pits, burned
sherds, and food remains point to food »prep’aration and the_utiliz‘ation of tools to aid in |
food prep, ceramic prepa:atibn; and/or plaster melting and mixing. Sherd attributes such o
as exéessive charring, weathering and reuse of ceramic éherds within Area A17 were
good indicators of domestic occupation. The sample from this area ‘as a whole seems to |
beina pnmary context and indicative of long-term use of the érea during thé Early
Horizon. |

The decorated and special surface treatment sherds for Area A17 wall fall were
the most diverse of any area on the mound. This area was likely used longer than most -
other areas on the mound and may have been occupied continuously through most of the
Early Horizon. Area A17 had the largesi concentration of sherds, the most sherds and the
most repbrted food byproducts of any area. Along with the largestv variety of sherds, this
area far and away produced the strongest evidence for domestic life in this study. Aside |

from a fire pit at the earliest within 10 cm levels, at least two other fire pits were also
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' found in wall fall and dump layers. The presence of fire pits, shaped sherds, and éa,rly |
decoration types suggests a prolonged use of A17 as a living area. |
- The distribution 6f sherds by square in Area A17 wall fall suggests a heav‘y, : ;
- presence of ceramics in areas near Early Horizon walls such as squares 18, 25 and 15
(Table 7 and Fig. 64). These squares had a section of low walls to create shelters with
| stones or rubble. Furthérmore, sherds were used as constifuction materials or mortar in |
. some cases as ¢éranﬁc was as prevalent as stone but perhaps ébener vah;e for use as
anciént' building material. Therefore, an area with large numﬁefs of sherds could be seen
as an aétivity area or simply avgathering c‘yr"end-point for building fnaterial. As growth
, ‘accelerated, new Walls in this area accumulated‘more waste méterial. ,Alsov in wall fall
7 and later laygrs of A17 there were multiple hard pack layers or mud floors. Hard back ‘
floors indicate peﬁdds of relativé openneSs and perhaps regular 'ﬁse of this area, thixs |
allbwing such hard papk ﬂoors to form. Evéntually déposits of ash and food stuﬂ‘s’mz«iy S
have résulté_d in a complete éoveringvof this area that leveled off at more or less the | |
height of the landings for Area 17 and Area Ad.

The presence of shaped sherds in Area A4 adjacent to A17 may have been relatéd
to ‘the‘ cleaning or preparing of foodstuffs, mmal preparation of ceramic interiors
(eiseWhere), or their simple use as utensils. The creation of shaped and smoothed sherds
as well as circular ceramic disks seems to have beeﬁ conducted in Area A4, The practice
of reworking sherds was most likely a manifestatidn of manpower constraints or a o

‘cpnvenien't time saver. Efforts put towards creating wood or other hand tools easily |
could have gone towards some other activity; Most shaped objects were made from

domestic wares. Scrapers, lids, spindle whorls, or other tools made from sherds were
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~easily replaced due to the availébility of broken vessels. The shaped and smoothed
sherds were likely employed either as scrapers or as lids for vessels to cover fpodstuffs as
has been documented in other_areés of the Andes (Burger 1984:134;} Daggett 1984:180-
182; Terada and Onuki 1982:132), o
Use of Area A17 as an Early Horizon habitation area seems to have been long
term because later Early Horizon foﬁns and ts'pes, such as those knowh for Chankillo,'
apﬁear'in later wall fall cdntexts‘adjacent to and within the area (Poéorski and Pozorski
1 987:103)f Along with neckless ollas, ceramic forms from Areé A17 and Area A4 wall |
fall include short neck ar, tall neck jar, flaring rim jar, bottle, stirrup bottle, panpipe and
bowl. | ‘

In Areas A17 and A4 there is a small ambunt of evidence for cultural activity
after the end of the Eérly Horizon. This includes three sherds of Casma hlbised ceramics
. ﬁ'om the Early Ihtermgdiate Period (Figs. 26 and 59) and four late period press molded v
sherds (Tables 2 aﬁd 6). On the eéstem edge of Area A17 in square 23, near the surface,
a figural jar neck (Figs. 35 and 63) was found within a disturbed looters’ pit. This
‘ceramic evidence was aécompanied by intrusive burials, later hearths, and értiﬁcially
refilled pits as is i'llus‘trated.by‘ the mixing of late and early decoration types |

In Area A6, the frieze waé drastically 'altered, probably in one episode, with fhe
friezes being removed (Pozorski and Pozorski 2009 personal communication). Early
concentrations of sherds (Fig. 54) including the eatly appearance of streaky burnished |
decoration (Fig. 53), make this area much like the staircase contexts of Area A3 and Area
AS. These data also iﬁdicate at least some early use of the area as a place to prepare or

consume foodstuffs without being seen from points off the mound. A concentration of
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shérds adjécent to the former position of the colonnades and friezes in this area could
indicate a shelter or fill situation. Early Horizon decbrations found in wall fall/fill in this
. area inclﬁde net impressed' and appliqué sherds; forms include panpipe, neckless olla, |
Short“neck jar, shaped sherd, shéped disk and perforated disk; In these later wall fall -
layers, there were four squares with 160 or more sherds (Sgs. 8,'_13,} 1v4‘ and 15) and all bf
these were in the noﬁhWest partv of area ‘A6 wall fall (Fig. 56). Much like on and above
the Initial Period floors of Area Al7,in Aréa A6 looée, silty soil was found along with at
least one informal hearth. Apparently Initial Perfo’d architecture with prominent features
. such as benches and low walls was not immediately covered as evidenced by the layer of
silty sand on the often incomplete floors of the preﬁoué time périod. " Iniﬁal Period walls

~of Area A6 could have provided some initial protection from the elements. -
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CHAPTER 5

SUMMARY:
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION- REGARDING SECHIN ALTO SITE

Each‘Early Horizon context was situated on top of or directly adjacent to a feature
from a previous time penod such as a stairway or other preexisting Initial Period |
archltectural feature Rebuilding on already extant structures is known to have occurred
elsewhere in Coastal Peru. Information on earlier features, when available, was used to
‘ juxtauose data frdm the site’s later cccupation In addition, the use ef observable and
fam111ar features such as low walls or staircases to dlfferentlate the six units in the study
was valuable in coordmatmg ideas relevant to the study.

The availability of six individual units of study pertainjng to such dramatic
changes in an event of reoccupa(:tion provides an opportunity to analyze motivation.
Sherds found at the lowest levels of the six units effectively made up the earhest
mventory of Early Horizon sherds that accumulated on the features. Subsequently
material was gathered and heaped into the stairways and other areas of unnatural
depositicn such as the landing and stau'way in Area A4. Ceramic material found after
* restructuring at Sechin Alto seems to reflect many of the attributes of later Early Hor_izon

types. The post fill/dumped material from Area A17 near surface areas also indicated a

large spike in the number of sherds deposited.



Each of ﬁe six ceramic units within this study reflects ab departure erm the
previous Initial Period mindset of opeh plazas and channeled access to certain publié
areas. Changes niade to the huaca, or large pyramidal platfonn, modiﬁed some of the |

‘most foﬁnal éspeéts of the site’s original layout. The reoccupation of Initial Period
centers by later groups represented a total departure regardihg the use of these s‘tructuresb.v
Not only' Wére tohé of material durﬁped into entrances and architecmré, but, for the first
tifne, the huaca was the site of a doméstic occupatidn instead of a place of administration
or veneration.

The raw data cohtained information about other material that, along, with ceramic
sherds, was deposited, dﬁmped, and moved from othér places on the huge structure.

| Other material found dumped into various features mcluded stone (facing stones and
boulders), adobes and dletary related byproducts Whlle not officially part of the ceramic
inventory? the additional material found alongside ceramics provided a context related to
the varied uses vessels and sherds may have served.

The types of depos1ts varied greatly--from natural deposmon of ceramics to "
intentional use of sherds along with other cultural material to alter an area’s look and use.
For example »Area A6 and’ Area A10,‘ areas of previous 1mportance, were stripped of mud
friezes ahd/or architecture; and Area A17 had multiple low walls built by accretion
during the Early Horizon. The new Early Horizoﬁ occupants’of the earlier site brought
their own preferences for architecture and in fact used the site as a quarry. Conical
adobes once found in thé oldest parts of the mound were mined along with stones for

reuse in rudimentary walls and to obstruct entry to the huge huaca’s once formal

~ entryways.
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The relative association of ceramics with other types of evidence such as charcoal
was not always a sure indicator of cooking in that immediate area. In the case of |
stairways A3, AS and AlO,lfor example, most fill material came from other points on the
niouﬂd and was deposited secondarily on the stairways. Material dumped into stairways
was initially meant to fill and obstruct the use of the stairways, while latebr‘ layefs revealed |
dumping done out of convenience of proximity to living spacés. Chﬁcod and burned
ceramic sherds in Area A17, however, were accompanied by at least three informal
| hearths and large amounts of shell and other food stuffs. Signiﬁcant clues such as ksherd
weathering and the presence of floors also indicated a longer duration of use for‘thisr area.
 This évidence documents ldng-term Early Hoﬁzon use of this séétor asa habitatioﬁ ‘area. |
The new inhabitants of the huaca brovught‘ along a new ceramic inventory. The
ceramic assemblage r.eﬂecfed practicality and in all manner'utility:in form. Most
fragments came from domestic férms and exhibited signs of intense use such as chanfhig
and repair. It seems likely that neckless ollas served multiple purpbses in addition to
cooking, such as storage of dry goods and water. Shaped ceramic tools could have been
used to smooth the interidr of ceramic vessels, or perhaps to scrape fish or meat from
skin,
Diagnostic Ceramies Through Time |
| The earliest levels in all areas within this stﬁdy yielded ceramics with streaky
irregular burnish as a spécial surfaée treatment. Area A3 and Area AS also had one
fabric impressed sherd in their respective decorated tyj)es. Area A17 appears to have
been among the earliegt areas of reoccupation at Sechin Alio during the Early Horizon.

Decorated types from the Initial Period, such as punctates, appear in mixed contexts
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alongside Early Horizon decorations such as circle and dot and fabric/net impressicn.
Streaky irregular burnish did not appear to be as prevalerrt by the latter part of the Early
Horizon. The decorated and special surface treatment sherds for vArea Al7 wall fall were
- the moSt diverse ol‘ any area on the mcund.‘ In addition, the assemblage for this area‘was
in part comprised of two types and three subtypes'j,found nowhere else on the mound.
These decorated types were from earlier contexts that later mixed with Early Horizon -
decoration types. |

| Early Horizon decoratlons known from other Casma Valley sites were found.» |
The‘mosf nctable among:these are the net and fabric impressed sherds which have l)een
found at every Early HOrfzon sil:e or occupation in the Casma Valley (Pozorski and o
Pozorskl 1987 59). Other srgmﬁcant sherd decoratlon types 1nclude circle and dot and
apphque decorated tall neck jar sherds | |

‘ Areas that had single or few decoratlon types early on (i. €. A3, AS and AlO) were
likely buried quickly by the dump and fill associated with restructuring. They generally
only had the richness in later decdration types within later midden contexts deposited
after restructuring contexts. Areas that had multiple types early on, such as Areas A4 and
A17, were probably in use relatively early and would have remained uncovered for much
of the earlier Early Horizon. Later compcnent_s cf the assemblage in Area A4 and Area
A17 also include tall neck jars and net impresslorr. Circle and dot decoration along with
other regionally recognized Early Horizon decoration types such as appliqué relief and
prgment decoratlon appear pnmanly within later wall fall and only aﬁer most dump

levels
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Early Intermediate Period and Middle Horizon Preselice at Sechin Alto

Area A17 and Area A4 suggest the longest dﬁration of use cuﬁ'ently known at
Early Horizon Sechin Alto, but both indicate a mixed ceramic component. Streaky
decorative and strcaky irregular burnish, bdth common Early Horizon decorative surface
treatments, are mixed with early and later ceramic assemblages. These include Initial
Period punctate sherds and later Early Horizon fonns such as decorated tall neck jars and
decorations such as circle and dot, conﬁrm mixing of earher Initial Penod assemblages
with Early Horizon and later material. |

Within these layers and within the near surface sample, examples of Early
Intermediate Penod and Middle Honzon forms and decoration types such as a modeled
figural jar neck (Wllson 1988: 438-439) press molded decoratlon (Wilson 1988: 464—467) |

and Casma incised sherds were found (Wilson 1988:496-498).
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CHAPTER 6

* DISCUSSION

- There are key differences among Casma Valley 'si‘tesi of the Early Horizon. Sites
suéh as Sechin Alto, nearby Cerro Sechin and coastal Las Haldas were reoccupied rather
eérly during the Early Hqﬁit)n, according to ceramic evidence. Otheranrly Horizon

Casma Valle& sites including Pampa RoSaﬁo, San Diego'ahd Chankiilo were enﬁrely '
new constructions, with San Diego and Chankillo correspondmg toa s1gmﬁcantly later
portion of the Early Honzon (Pozorsk1 and Pozorsk1 1987:118-1 19)

Casma Valley Settlements Estahhshed Durlng the Early Honzon
Las Haldas (Burger 1992:86; Pozorski and Pozorskl 1987: 23-25) was mmally a
preceramic site. Later components include Initial Period as well as Early Horizon
oécupations. Among sites belonging to the Eérly‘ Horizon, Las Haldas p'rbduced some of
the earliest dates. Similar to Early Horizon Sechin Alto, the Las Haldas Earlyy Horizon}
occupation was largely comprised of low Walis and perishable architecture laid out over
earlier monumental architecture. Reoccupation of the céntral moimd was also es}ident'
from midden foﬁnd on the stairways; Stairways at Las Haldas were covered with debris
and ashy layers confirming a small informal post-primary domestic occupation. |
- Ceramic evidence at Las Haldas relates well to the other Casma Valley finds of
 the same approximate antiquity. ‘Sechin Alto's assemblage contained some of the same

holdover decorative types such as _dentate‘ rocker stamping and punctuations. Las Haldas
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has few examples of later decorations. One can tentatively conclude that Las Haldas was
reoccupied fairly early in the histofy of the Early Horizon. The most commonly found
diag;ndstic sherd at Las Haldas was the neckless olla (jar);valong with necked jar, bottle
a‘nd}bohwl. | | | -

Cerro Sechin also underwent ,changes, although these changes occurred much
earlic_r; In their article “New Evidence on .Cerro Seéhin, Casma Valley Peru,” Samaniego
‘etal. (1985:165) mentions two iarge passageways filled by a méssi&e stone and clay fill
believed to be derived from demolished buildings. This area may have been filled in an

attempt to block easy access to’and ﬁ:om one of thé ’preViously open areas. - A_lthéﬁgh
* these changes clearly occurred eartir, during the Inital Period, immediately after the
filled m areas was a hiatus followed by a thin occupatioﬁal layer' éontaining. Early
Horizoxi ceramics. | |

B Cerro Sechin's Early Horizon assemblage was critical as a comparative

assemblage from another reoccupied. site in the viéinity of Sechin Alto. Decorative types
found in Early Horizon ceramic assemblages at Cei:ro Sechin contained many later Early
; Horiz@n decorative attributes and ceramic ébj ects, leading to a possible connection
between Cerro Sechih and Sechin Alto at this later time. The decoration types and
objects include circle and dot decorétion and panpipe fragments. Early connections were
formed by the presgnce of the decorative types prevalent in the Initial Period, and‘these, :
may again be due to mixing caused by restructuring episodes during the earliest parts of
the Early Horizon. These types includéd punctate decorations and zoned decorations as
well as zoned punctation examples. Soniedecoration types from both sites, such as circle

and dot, were similar to Chavin's Janabarriu phase decorations (Burger 1984:139).
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The presence of panplpe fragments from a level above drastic archxtectural
changes at Cerro Sechin corresponded to a similar expansmn of the ceramic mventory at
Sechin Alto after f(he structural changes to the top of the huaca. Cerro Sechin, like Sechin
Alto, confirms a desire to reestablish a presence af the most visible sites in the Casma
Valley. Forms found at Cerro Sechin include neckless olla, vpanpivpe and tall neck‘ Jar

Pampa Rosario, a Casma Valley site pertaining exclusively to the Early Horizon,
is prixharily residential. Pampa Rbsario yielded a vanety of ‘ve‘ssel forms including
neckless olla, short-neck jar, tall-neck jar, bowls, grater bowl, ﬂaring—rim jar,‘ and bottle
with thick stirrup spout. Ceramic quects such as shapeci circular disk, panpipe and solid
figurine were found as weil. Decoration types found at Pampa Rosario inchide incisiqn,
zoned and unzoned punctation, circle and dot d¢sign, te*tile and net impressed sherds,'
zbned white painted designs bordered with incised lines and also appliqués and examples
. of modelmg (Pozorski and Pozorski 1987 68-69)

- San Diego (Pozorski and Pozorski 1987 59—61) is a large residential site attributed
to the latter half of the Early Horizon. San Diego was a largely undifferentiated site, with
many small and medium rooms interconnectéd with small plazas and sommon Walls.' |
" Decorative types found at San Diego include incised examples, zoned and unzoned
| punctuation, circle and dot decoration,‘ as well as net and fabric impressed examples.

Other sherd types found at San Diego include white painted bordered with incised lines,
appliqué knobs and hand modeled features on some vessels. Forms found 'at San Diego
include the short neck jar, tall neck jar, bowl, grater bowl and jar with thick stlrrup spout

" Ceramic objects found at San Dlego include panpipes and a ceramic club head. Both
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perforated and unperforated shaped ceramic disks were found as well. These forms
“verify a link with ceramics made by people at Pampa Rosario and Sechin Alto.
Chankillo (Fung and Pimentel 1973; Pozorski and Pozorski 1987 ’:103-) is a large,
mixed fortress and poséible habitation site overlooking the Casma Valley. The mixed
- fortress/ritual site is believed to date to the latter pért of the Early Horizon and may have
been amoﬁg the last Casma Vallvey‘ sites to be occupied dunng the Early Horizon.
Although fe§v ceramics have beén found inside Chankillo ’its’e‘lf, éeramics from areas |
- adjacent to the foﬁ:ress sites produced many examples of Early Horizon styles. Ceramic
vmateria‘.l ‘:founrd near émd around Chankillo was very similar to that of San Diego and
‘Pampa Rosario and shared many attributes with thé Early Horizon components of S'echin
branch sites. | |
Ceramic decoration types found at Chankillo inélud_e circle and dot motifs with no
post design polisMﬁg or smoothing (Fung and Pineda 1973:77), fabric impressed sﬁerds,
“and slash punctation sherds. Key fdrms include the neckless olla, short neck jar and
| flaring rim jar as well. Notably, Chankillo also yielded a larger sample of decorated tall
neck jars than any other site in the Casma Valley for this time period. Ceramic objebts _
~ included shaped and pérforated sherds and panpipe fragments as well (Pozorski and
Pozorski 1987:68-69). -
Final Considefations
The changes addressed within this study reflect a larger story of gbandonmeni of
the large coastal centers of the Initial Period. The people who built these centers
abandoned them for some unknown reason. Later, during the Early Horizon, fortress

sites increased in number in valleys north of the Casma Valley (Daggett 1984:294, 311).
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‘ HoWever, few if any of these defensive sites appeared in Casma until much later in the
Early Horizon. Sechin Alto may have initially attracted attention as a defensible position.
Such locations may have been desirable fora group fearful of still other ambitious groups

trying to wrestle control of a then poorly utilized system. If accustomed to fortress

. building, foreigners could have realized the potential for limited sanctuary at Sechin Alto.

For most areas on the mound, very few sherds appear in the earliest layers of Early
Horizon material. This limited material was followed imn‘lediat'e,ly‘by the dep,dsiﬁon of |
demolished building material. The second transforming stage may have beén indicative
of a larger groupﬂrehnnihé to reinforce the existing num'bers or of an enﬁrely dif_ferent
group usurping thé first and committing the drastié changes imnie&iately after; Limited v
‘quarﬂxtities of sherds were found w1th1n the actual demolished material. The bulk of the
ceramic evidence came frofﬁ layers of discarded occﬁpatiohal debris deposifed ohly, after
the restrucﬁiring of the site. -

After a time of establishxﬁent af Sechin Alto, bexploration of other Casma' Valley
areas could Ee more easily achieved. The early ceramic assemblage at Sechin Alto seems
~ to confirm that the site was in fact among the first Early Horizon séttlements to be -
established after the Initial Period disruption. |

Early decoration types and the exténsive variety of sherd types and decorative
types corresponding to the later sequence lend éredence to the hypothesis that Area A17
was OCcupied for a large part, if not all, of the Early Horizon at Sechin”Alfo. It was also
subject to exténsive remodeling. Types found at Both San Diego and Pampa RoSaﬁo fit
- well within the range of Sechin Alto's later Early Horizon assemblage. On the other

hand, Area A17's early assemblage shares most attributes with neighboring Nepefia
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Valley's Phase 1 or Santa's Caywamarca ceramics phase (Daggett 1984:134-140; Wilson
1988:371f391). Most types of decoration mentioned for Nepeifia's ceramic inventory
were élso found at Sechin Alto. Panpipes, slate blades and texﬁles further connect the
two valleys and appear to confirm the existence of interaction between the two valleys.

In all, ceramics deposited during the reoccupation of Sechin indicate the presence
of several agglutinated dwellings for a small group of people. The changes made at |
Sechin Alto could have been the most economical way to create a mixed
reﬁxge/habitation site on a small unnatural ﬁdge near a source of water. Thé final
incarnation, with obstructed en@ways paired with the overwhelming size of the site and
~ endless supply of hand missiles, created a decent defensive position on the valley floor.
The plateau created by the sheer immensity of the site was suitable living space for a
small group of extended families as evidenced by the plentitude of utility ware sherds.

South of Casma at Chimu Capac in the Supe Valley (Valkenier 1995:277),
ceramic panpipes like those found at Casma Valley sites were discovered in floor fill and
in an adjacent field. Many other aspects of the local assemblage, including circle énd dot
decoration, >were found at Chimu Capac as well. Chimu Capéc is suspected to have an
Early Horizon component based on the presence of panpipes and circle and dot
decorations overlying known Initial Period material and the lack of Middle Horizon
material in this part of the site (V alkenier 1995).

Along with the early and continued use of the local assemblage at sites such as
Las Haldas and the slightly later San Diego and Pampa Rosario, activity at a variety of
Early Horizon sites in the lower Casma could have aided in the continued dispersal of the

earlier ceramic traits into neighboring valleys. Some later sites in Nepefia seem to
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document this occurrence (Daggett 1984:27 5-276, 410—404). At some sites, earlier
aspects such as pat;temed burnishing reappeared in more complex versions alongside
much later ceramic types such as Casma Incised. Movement back and forth would be
poss1b1e because the two drainages are in close proxnmty
Fortress-like sites such as Chanklllo may have been less effective as actual

fortress sites and more eﬂ’ectwe as a symbol of the shared ability to protect an area from
outside aggression. Despite posturing, however, My late Early Horizen‘fortress sites
did have parapets and bastions (Daggett 1984:293-294). Fortress sites in neighboring .

Nepeﬁa 'and Santa Valieys have constructions that euggest defense of their southeni '
| epproeches. A continued ix_;ﬂﬁence of ideas vié the upland Nepefia to mid/lower Casma
area and,rperhaps more importantly, frorn’Valleyé to the south, may have created regional
’ tles among these areas desplte geograph1c divisions.

The wnde dlsperswn of simple decorations over time and the absence of extra-area
influenced iconography confirm another type of arrangement was in play for the Casma
| Valley and nearby river valleys during the Early Horizon. The presence of feunal |
representations in realistic renderings and the absence of supernatural rendeﬁngs poinfs -
to a more secular order being held. The widespread presence of similar artifacts ever
time at Sechin Alto and other Early Horizon sites in the region document unified ideas
about eating, working and. lii/ing while’ still reflecting a 'departure from Initial Period
splendor. | | |
- The neighboring Nepeiia Valley has generally been eeen as having» a cultural link

to the population in the Casma Valley during the Early Horizon. Aree A17 and adjacent

Area A4 were very likely among the first areas to be inhabited fof any period of time
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during the Early Horizon. Comparisons to nearly identical collections from Early Phases
in nearby Nepeiia Valley (Daggett 1984:134) seem to conﬁrm that some of A17's early,
Early Honzon assemblage could have been precursors to like types in that valley |
Habitation and defensive sites in Nepena's mid-valley altltudes were a short day’s walk
from some Casma Valley locales (Daggett 1987). Groups of people could llave created a
“close aseociation between the two valleys and established a more ataﬁonary population at
mid-level Nepefia sites. Some evidence for an Initial Periodvto Early Horizon presence of
a very similar assemblage to the one in this study has been documented for Nepefia |
(l)aggett 1987). |
The larger regional sinﬁlaﬁty of this assemblage seems to confirm ties to the

'. laiger Patazca grouping (Collier 1962:412' Pozorski and Pozorski 1987 :60). The
| s1gmﬁcant ceramic evidence suggests a prolonged Early Honzon occupation in the lower
~ Casma Valley around the time of Pampa Rosario and San Dlego The reoccupatlon of
Sechin Alto and the reutlhzatlon of remnants of the Initial Period irrigation system could
‘have given Early Horizon peoples just ellough initiative to maintain an outpost of sorts.
This arrangement could have led to populations eventually} out‘growlng*Sechiﬁ Alto, and
surrounding huacas and eventually creating new, or joining with existing sites.

The ceramic material within this study indicates that Early Horiz_on Sechin Alto \
relates well to the other Early Horiaon sites such as San Diego and Pampa Rosario and to
the Early Horizon components of sites euch as Cerro Sechin and other areas of Early
Horizon occupation at Sechin Alto. Sechin Alto’s Early Horizon‘ component, for the
most part, is earlier than Chankillo's assemblage but appears to be later than that of |

Pampa Rosario. Sechin Alto’s Early Horizon assemblage shares many affinities with
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evidence found at San Diego in particular. Among the similarities afe the neckless olla
with spout, presence of net/fabric impression, and shaped sherds; as well as many other
forms such as the panpipe, téll neck jar and everted rim jar favored during 'the mid-to-late
‘Early Honzon in the Casma Valley. | | |
Overall ceramic evidence for post-Imtlal Period, Early Honzon occupatxon at
Sechm Alto corresponds well with Early Horizon findings at other s1tes w1th1n the Casma
Valley. Sechin Alto’s Early Horizon assemblage is most hke that of San Dlego although
| with some of the later charactenstlcs from Pampa Rosario as well. Insome areas later
Early Horizon ceramic forms and decoraﬁons, mﬁch like those at Chankjllé (‘iy.e., tall ﬁeck
jar and appliqués) appear, but are not prevalent. This places the Early ‘Hoﬁzon' \‘ |

assemblage at Sechin Alto well within the known Casma Valley Early Horizon history.
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FIG. 1. MAIN MAP6 UNITS
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Fig. 3. Neckless Ollas

A -L. Necklesé olia profiles; M. Olla w/ lug; N. Olla

11
w/ spout.
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Fig. 4. Short Neck and Everted Rim Jars
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Fig. 5. Tall Neck Jars
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Fig. 6. Flaring Rim Jars

1:1
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Fig. 7. Bowls
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Fig. 8. Grater Bowls

P e

71

A. Grater: inner groove; B. Grater rim; 1. interior, 2. exterior,
3. top; C. Grater sherd: interior folds (1, 2, & 3)



* Fig. 9. Shallow Bowl and Tray Fragment

11

T2



Fig. 10. Bottles: Stirrup and Straight Neck
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Fig. 11. Panpipes
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Fig. 12. Shaped Circular Discs |
~and D-Shaped Sherds




- Fig. 13. Shaped: Rectangfular and Triangular
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71

Fig. 14. Perforated Sherds: Disc, Rim and Body

s




Fig. 15. Net and Fabric Impression
Early Horizon

1:1

A. Zoned net impression; B. & C. Net impression;
D. - F. Fabric impression
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Fig. 16. Fine Line Incised Cross Hatch; Incised Arcs
— Initial Period

A. - D. Fine line; E. - L. Line, Arc incised



Fig. 17. Linear Incisions 2
~ Early Horizon
' o ol RE, \“

__ G
-y E 1:1

A.-B. Linear incision; C. - D. Zoned linear;
F. & G. Broad linear incision



Fig. 18. Diagonal Incised Lines
Early Horizon

1:1
A. - C. Linear incised band; D. Linear incised zoned
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Fig. 19. Ovoid Gouge & Linear Gouges
Initial Period & Early Horizon

11

A. Ovoid gouge (near rim); B. & C. Gouges (shoulders);
D. & E. Body sherd
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Fig. 20 Incised Bi-Chrome
Early Horizon

2 whie »
J}| 10YR 872 - 8/3

2.5 YR 5/6

s,

1:1
A. Zoned incised bi-chrome; B. Incised bizchrome



Initial Period

A. Triangula; B. & G. Round; C. Teardrop;
D. & H. Sm. ovoid; E. Sm. triangular; F. Ovoid
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Fig. 22. Zoned Punctate
Initial Period

B
1:1

~ A. & B. Zoned dash punctate;
C. Ovoid zoned punctate

85



Fig. 23. Rocker Stamping
Early Horizon

36
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Fig. 24. Circle and Dot |
Early Horizon o

- c 1:1
A. Outcurving bowl; B. & C. Carinated



Fig. 25. Circle and Dot 2
Early Horizon

A. & B. Bowls; C. Jar
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Fig. 26. Circle and Dot with Comb Incision
or Casma Incised
Early Intermediate Period
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Fig. 27. Circular Punctate Band
Early Horizon |

90



Fig. 28. Press Mold Decoration
 Early Intermediate Period
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Fig. 29. Other
Early Intermediate Period

1:1

A. Press mold; B. Post fire scratch
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Fig. 30. Applique Decorations
- Early Horizon

11

A. Appliqued ﬁllétj B & D. Appliqued puricfate oval;
C. Appliqued slashed oval
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Fig. 31. Applique Lugs & Mlscellaneous
Early Horizon
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Fig. 32. Applique Band
~ Early Horizon

A. & C. Applique band; B. Applique band & Tiered applique
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Fig. 33. Applique Tiers, Ropes, Etc.
Early Horizon

A. & B. Tiered applique; C.

F
1:1

& D. Rope-like applique; E. & F. Misc.



Fig. 34. Zoned Applique & Applique
Early Horizon

| R AR
A. Zoned applique; B. - G. Applique

97
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Fig. 35. Miscellaneous Applique
Early Intemediate Period,
Late Intermediate Period

A. Deep incisiohs applique, thickened rim, E.I.P,;
B. Appliqued / Modeled jar, L.L.P.



Fig. 36. Painted Sherds

Early Horizon

5YR 4/4 reddish-brown (unpainted)—
- 5YR 3/2 very dark grey :
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Fig. 37. Painted Stripes
Early Horizon

-5YR/2.51

1:1
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Fig. 38. Black Paint (Geometric)
Early Horizon

" A. Lines and dots (paint); B. Triangular (3 lines)
& C. Abstract
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Fig. 39. Patterned & Striped Burnish
Early Horizon

E 1:1
A., B. & C. Patterned; D. & E. Striped.
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Fig. 40. Prominent Burnish Streaks
Early Horizon
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~ Figure 41 |
. A3 LOW CENTRAL STAIRCASE
| Notabie Decoration |

~ and Surface Treatment

- WITHIN 10 cm OF SURFACE
OR NEAR IP FEATURE

1
1 m___,z.,
3
N , 5
4
¢
2 x=Net Impressed
M ix=1 - 2%=Prominent
Bl Streaky Burnish
E - 8
R ,
S 2 METERS



,\,cn:um—imz N

=

Fig. 42
A3 - LOW CENTRAL STAIRCASE

' BY SQUARE DISTRIBUTION OF CERAMIC TYPES
WITHIN 10 cm of EARLIER SURFACE AND NEAR IP FEATURES

pree————

yped=10
ype3=1
ype1=2

ETERS

© Mype10=1

Typed=28
Typei1=8
Type14=7
Type3=1
Type10=1
Type20=1
Total=45
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Fig.43
A3 Low Central Staircase
Decorations, Notable Tratments,
and Distinct Ceramic Objects
WALL FALL/ DUMP AND
RESTRUCTURING CONTEXT

o1, [T
1F - 2

O=1
=2

o=

. ©=Perforation
1 ®=Fabric Impressed
@=2 @=Paint (Only)
€=Round Punctation Band
8 O=Shaped/Wear
S 2 METERS P=Shaped/No Wear

pam-HmE N



A3 LOW CENTRAL STAIR

'BY SQUARE DISTRIBUTION OF CERAMIC TYPES |
WALL FALL DUMP AND RESTRUCTURING CONTEXTS

N —

NIM-MZ N

Fig. 44

CASE

type 4=72
type 1=21,
type 14=3
type 2=1
97 total

type 4=100
type 1=25
type 14=11

1 |136total

type 4=26
typo 3=4
type 1=6
type 2=2

-Sstotala

Tpel1=65 Type12=12
Type2<03 Typeid=14
Typas=08 Type17=17
Typed=388 Type19=1

Types=01 Type20=22

Type10=03

2 METERS

534Tolal
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 Fig.45 |
A5 MAIN STAIRCASE
Notable Finish/Decoration

WITHIN 10 cm OF SURFACE AND NEAR IP FEATURES

- . MA"' - -
. 4 .
oo v o # ]
{ .ol oaf,. 23k 27}
- fm=3 § | C

29 »i 21

=1 jam=1 gR=7

L of. 20t .. 19) 18l

26f 17t . 16}, 18} =l

R0 ST ) N )

W
)
n
LI‘

b=t b 1 | 2metes

- ax=Prominently
Streaky Burnish
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Fig.46
‘A5 MAIN STAIRCASE
BY SQUARE DISTRIBUTION OF CERAMIC TYPES
WITHIN 10cm AND NEAR IP FEATURES

type 47 - [type 4=5 type 224 [
7total, - [type 1=1" Fdtotal |
- Glotal v £t
301 24f 23} 27}
type 46 |lype 4=2 jiyped=9 |
type 1=1 [type 1=1  $ype.1=1
7total ~ F3total ~10total
- 291 - 221 21
type 4=10 |type 4=4 §type 4=2
) type 1=1 |type 1=2 2 total
N "-'-) fi1total | Gtotal ' v
' -t . 28}.: 20%-, 18} 18, |
type 4=7 ilype 4=12 llype 4=52 | .
7 total type 1=3  jlvpe 1=6
- {15total 1 57 total C ] =
268 171, 161. 157 31

type 4=1 Jtype 4=10 {type 423 tg;:e 4;:5’ -
1total - ftype3=1 {type 1=t [Stotal "} ] _
S 11total ] 4total ¢ ] Typei1=21

250 -, 143 . 13} - 12]  Type2=04

Ttype4=1 | Jlype4=2 Jtyped=7 !type 11=2 Htype 4=1 Type3=01 -
btype1=1 § type 1=2 {type1=1 12total {type 14212  Typed=151
 2total j4total  {type 10=14] Sl Im  Type10=14
_ 1_‘.' 21 . ‘3 ~2;total 5‘:' . O%, 1‘1'.' Type11=02
j et i } 2meters . Type14=02
atotal | I { 5 Total=185
4 . .6F 71 8f 10}




N=—> |

Fig.47
A5 MAlN STAlRCASE '
Decorations, NotableTreatments, and Distinct Forms

WALLFALL DUMP RESTRUCTURING CONTEXT

0=1

: 0"1 Eﬁ
s +=1

) =q{ow|

e 27 1

28t

Ansa o o
%t
-
—h

LI 29 ‘ -
=1 =
.19 18]
6. 15§ 31
O=1 ]
=
13F. - 12
teen 12
N E
9 *"'1 1",
' 2meters
71 8 10
. < ' %=Incised Lu
%Reworke %Perf )
Linear mc.l&ouge
0=Round Punct.Band
plique
®==C reie and Dot
%=Grater Bowl
®= ngrig. Impressed
D=Sha NoWear
=Prommently Streaky Burn

© =Pattern Burnish
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Fig. 48
A5 MAIN STAIRCASE
BY SQUARE DISTRIBUTION OF CERAMIC TYPES

112

WALLFALL DUMP AND RESTRUCTURING _CONTEXTS

 Typel=417

typed=f’ _
type1=4

12 total 30

s

b e
Type2=13 et 2
- Type3=09 1 .
7’11?:3#1167 [tow 29 [rtew 29 :%"“ 214 ,
Typet=6 typed=12  |lyped=13 3 o}"‘ !
N L Type1o=22 | e 0} |
‘_'>, Typef4=16 | - |opeir=s :
Typefr=¢f - | 28} ™20} . 19} _]8
’ e ' type 4157 [iype 4=17 4=
- Type20=88 & totad ‘:79““] ' :=158tota! 17 total 6 total ,
TYpe2s=1 26} 7]y 7 45 o 39|
Typet/é=1 =19 102 {U=AE1 tig=g US4 t14=0
Total1786 [ feerr Eﬁz , SE
: 't20=41 : .
3 ‘tg_tgz%smm 4 {2totaiq 3 [12Statalq o |
type =47 Jtyped=55 o : typed=GD  +0A-10 ti4=3 Stype 2
1 type 1=7 type1=@p  Jti=58 type 122
. ¥ type 10218 'gg:d:‘ type 17=1
‘ = type 14=6 m
75 total 1 ::otq 2 jeotwm g 13€t:: 5 "R gfittotal 14,
4210 ‘ R
- jets g::gs type 18 2 meters
el el Has o B Lt
Qtotal 4ftcro glattn 7ot gt 10
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~ Fig.49
A10-UPPER MAIN STAIRCASE o
Decorations, Notable Treatments, and Distinct Forms
WITHIN 10 cm and NEAR IP FEATURES

| 7
j‘++=2 =1
11 61 51
: +4+=1 ] E
13 ] O -
' - =1 '
.12k m * 18 2 1y
2 meters ++-Panpipe '

~2=Prominently Streaky Burnlsh



Fig. 50
A10-UPPER MAIN STAIRCASE

114

. BY SQUARE DISTRIBUTION OF CERAMIC TYPES

WITHIN 10 cm and NEAR IP FEATURES

8t 7

“Ayoea=a1 [opea=11]

Ttype 1=28 jtype =1
69 total § 12 total

- 6y 51
. Rtypea=2g | type =00 {type 46
‘ e 1"14 i ype 1=25 type i=1 .
3 . . Mw 1, ype12-1 ttype 1/4-'-‘2
L 13 ) . B 10 116total4 .9 total 3
' ' ‘ " dtype 4=2 Epe 412 ftype 4=2 {
1 2 total type 126 1 2 total
o D] , 18total . i
12 ; 1}
‘ Type2=01
2meters  Typed=190
" Type10=01
Typelia=4

Total=271 -

N ==p



Fig. 51
A10-UPPER MAIN STAIRCASE

Decorations, Notable Treatments, and Distinct Forms

WALLFALL DUMP AND RESTRUCTUR!NG CONTEXTS

an

=1 12§

2 meters

-+‘+-=Panpipé “»=Zoned painted

o= je=1
81 7
44=3 =3 5&0=1
©=2 H=1 .y
#=1 o=t -
ALY St | SO
&=1 X=2 O=1j++=2
' ®=1 ;
102 4t 3
a . 10 e S i
4=2 &=1 1§
=2 =1
) & 2 1

®=Fabric Impressed  ¢=Round punctation band

O=Shaped w/ Wear e=Paintea

©=Striped Deco Burnish

@=Circle and Dot .

ii =Linear Incised/Linear Gouges , .

#=Net impressed ’ . ——-)» ,
©=Perforation ’ - . N

- %=Applique
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~ Fig. 52
A10 - UPPER MAIN STAIRCASE

BY}SQUARE DISTRIBUTION OF CERAMIC TYPES

WALLFALL DUMP AND RESTRUCTURING CONTEXTS

uamz 110=4 { type 4=43

‘I

1=03 typs 1=27
20=15-  Jiype20=1
1/4=14 type 10=43

GBdmtal g 14 sl 7

Yvpe 4288 T ui=ied na=1]type 676

Type2=01 Typet17=8
Typed=1832 Type20=22
Typei0=16  Typel/4=35
" Typei1=01

Total=2914
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- Fig.53
| A6 - FRIEZE AREA .
- Decorations, Notable Treatments, And Distinct Forms
WITHIN 10cm of SURFACE AND NEAR IP FEATURES

*7 v P =3 >E:=s

§. tef  13f . 14] 15

= .
i, ! .
1 31 8 _
A o X MZ s : M@ﬁw&
t TI 6 7
,,10 R—— 11&‘—‘—“ 4 ,5%»-_1 . =
#=4 Tt
12 . "’3. 2
« » 2 meters | o
++=Panpipe
O=8Shaped/\Wear

2=Prominently Streaky Burnish


http://iulujjp.hu..%22''

Fig. 54

AB -

FRIEZE AREA

BY SQUARE DISTRIBUTION OF CERAMIC TYPES
WITHIN 10 cm AND NEAR IP SURFACE

Total=519

Tiyoe 4=181}type 4=07 Jiype 4=24
type 1=4 jtype 1=27 124 total
. f185total | ’%’;‘ij;;’
L 16} 13 141 . 15]
type 4=1 flype 4=
1 total type 1=13 :
- ftype 10=1 :
3 ~ f4800tal £ : ,
.21 1% 3 8
foped=s | Tive 4-‘-*2"""'-btyp"" Y= as e j
type 1=2 type 1=1 ftype 1=19 fiype 14=1
bvoe /4= ' Stotal | type 14=1} 4iotal
ypotia=3 1 4 48 total ' L.
Wietal 10’ 1§ 45 St . 61 77
Jtype 4=13 M m——
12 Type2=01 m
Type4=423 R -
' Type10=01 -
Type14=01 2 meters o
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Fig.55
, A6 - FRIEZE AREA
Decorations, Notable Treatments, and Distinct Forms
WALLFALL DUMP AND RESTRUCTURING CONTEXTS

#:4 =2 Jo=1
o=3 { . b=1
. qeb 13f 0 14] s
#‘ . xX=1 ++=1
' - _ X =1
, | , ] | L ©=1
o | L 2 b al%=1 8
e S— T Tee=1 (B=1
- ~ S fo=1cire] - T}
: B : Disc]
: . BERLLE
12 | [ 9 | >
' ' | 2 meters N
++=Panpipe

it =Linear inc./Gouges
X=Net Impressed
=Shaped Wear
- ©=Reworked (Perf.)
- #=Applique '
P=Shaped Wear
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Fig.56
'~ A6 - FRIEZE AREA
- BY SQUARE DISTRIBUTION OF CERAMIC TYPES
WALLFALL DUMP AND RESTRUCTURING CONTEXTS

| T T R L
type14=4 §tvpe1=28 ¥ type 1=41
typo 1=5  [type2=1 type 1422
. 969 total type 14=2 324 total
16 13[gd . 15)
-Etype 4=5 type 4=76 jtype
type 1=2 type 1226  Jtype 1=27
7 total 102 total - typs 13=1 ‘
1} 3y g
'%,,.#5 type 4=2 # Z it Jopesds Thpedso ]
type 14=2  { 2total ) typa20=3 - ftype1=23° Jtypo1=8
type 20=1 . 13 total type 14=1  Jtype 14=1
8 total 62 total type 10=5
) P T - 4 Gl estota 7
| type 1=1
ot ‘ . 2 ﬁ:om
. m E
12 Typei=172 ‘ t N 9,‘ |
Type2=01 B
T£e4=111s ' 2 meters
Type10=086
Type13=01
Typeid=18

Type20=12 .
- Totel=1328 . Nv“"—')
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" Fig.57
A4 - NORTHWING STAIRCASE

Decorations, Notable Treatments and Distinct Ceramic Objects
WITHIN 10 cm of SURFACE AND NEAR IP FEATURES

N o @:i =6 |
1. 6F 3i

g1 ++=1

31

i
I
A

H
eyt
Js u

HRoID
(l:,.

o} ¢

'm 1M1
2 meters
& =Zoned Punctate Dashes
A=Punctate
¢®=Round punctation band
©=Perforated

s==Prominent Streaky Burn.
- ++=Pan Pipes :
- O=8triped Burnish / Patter
#=Applique/Modeled




| Fig.58
A4 - NORTHWING STAIRCASE

122

BY SQUARE DISTRIBUTION OFCERAMIC TYPES

WlTHlN 10ecm AND NEAR P FEATURES o

: Total-111 0

Jromamiss} Ta=2s
T=08 | Ti=21

1 T14=05 o
s i Toi=s 3
1461 T5=T ta=23
Ti=s2 |1
[ 1ot 'TTgl:gr

| Totalgg 7} 7° ’llr

AT4=4272=% T4"'50 '
T1=08 | Ti=22
{Ti0=a | T2= ‘

§ T14=3, T7=2 _}
| Totai=58 5§ Total=77 2
| Tas8g | 14=73

} 11= | T1=40

' Ti4=14 »_T:&-:szs
Tow-ma& = 4
'r4=11 [ T4=6 -

- T10:4

| Total=10 91

EIS

2 meters

Types Totals
Type 4 = 399
Type 1 = 152
Type10=14
Type2=4
Type17= 3
Type 13 =3
Type 3=15

Type 8= 1

TypebS=1

~ Total =618
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Fig.59

A4-NORTH WING STAIRCASE '
- Decorations, Notable Treatments, and Distinct Ceramic ObjectsIForms
: WALLFALL DUMP AND '
RESTRUCTURING CONTEXTS
N ;,‘ | §t11<1=1 e
7 __@gfo=1 3}
pou’) ]
198=3 =3}
7 He=1 -
= =l
++=“ N
BN 10%__; 9 1,
2 f’ % =Post Fire ScratchIPress Mold
) ++=Panpipe :
m 11 Y=Tall Neck Jar
*2=Prominently Streaky Bumrsh
2meters . ©=Reworked Sherd (Pert.)
=Applique
O=Shaped Wear
®=Painted
P=Shaped/No Wear
é=Zoned Applique

<l=Punctate
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- Fig. 60
A4 NORTH WING STAIRCASE

BY SQUARE DISTRIBUTION OF CERAMIC TYPES
WALLFALL /DUMP AND RESTRUCTURING CONTEXTS

N

Jra=tss vis=af u=111 o=2}
Yt14=6  tid=1 13=7 §
186=total @ | 146total J ¢

t1=41 {o=21 =1 |
=3

=76 t1=134 $13=1

Jtio= . - J8=8

14=14 U= t14=1.

w0t 7l -4}

f'typ04=6

e 11
2meters Typei=489 Typed17=8
" Typezs13  Type20=13
Type3=12  Type23=1
Typed=1298 Typet/4=59
Type10=18 et
Typetans  1952total

Type14=36



F|g 61

A17 - DIFFERENT!ATED ARCHITECTURE AREA

Decorations, Notable Treatments, and Distinct Forms
Within 10cm and/or Near Earlier Feature

*‘ﬁ
S o =
a5l ot ool o8l s S| N B
: ==2 | i A= hr=1 k=1
{3e=2 ;0:—1
2 2l 8f 8l 0} 8le=4 78 2| 48
+-"-=1 - _x= . ™
m=1 \ & , A\
{&=1 ) . a2 F 1 j
ST (CIE°) (G R Y S B " S
A= Py A= +422 D=2 !
A=1 | AZ2 . | ©=3
_ R T 3 *=3 T A=2
9]. 258 200 151 A8 41 2. 3§ 4
L4 - K- | M-
. ++=Panpipes .
39 O=Reworked(Shaped/ Wear)
3 2] ©=Striped Bumish
%=0ther
2 =Applique
mp 40 =Prominently Streaky Burnish
= v =Round punctate band
2 meters A=Punctate’

i =Linear |nc|sedllnc|sed gouges
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Fig. 62 : '
- A17-DIFFERENTIATED ARCHITECTURE AREA
‘BY SQUARE DISTRIBUTION OF CERAMIC TYP_ES
WITHIN 10 cm and NEAR IP. FEATURES B

SR - EIVEE ;| .1 i
type 4=4 ‘ R F
type 10=1
! _ § 5total : ‘ » .
.. 38y . 281 27} . - 28} . 32} . 33F .1 46
0 4=39 { —a Q 4’6 type 4=13 e ‘type 4=34 §
: ‘tz:oﬁﬂ ,typ:t: g‘::gm typo1d=2 - - type 1=26 tz:;e1=23 .
type 2=2 byp type 1014=1}  type 20=1 :
type 201146 5 total ] 16 total .  type 14=1 57 total n

L e -y

type 4=2 [lype 4=32 | ype 4=3 [type 1=1 | type 4=2

R p31tetetd 294, - 4qgf 16} (1] 58 BM; 23 a8}

type 1=2 [type 1=6 |ltype2=8 [1total | type2=4 EN
type 10=1 ftype 14=1 {iype 3=4 | : i!m§| i
:S:total 19 39total 14 \1A6.;<t°‘a-'13 » ‘. 1229 tetat gy a0 m
t4=49 t14=13 e tu=1ru=e9 t14=17 typea=1 1 type 4=3
jti=18 fitt=2  1B3=6 Fu1=6 i type 1=1 | type 1=2
t2=5 12026 =11 fpetost 0 o4 -
110=8 1o=10 - Frio=t o4t | lype 278 ¢ ) ,
daatcu 20] Setotal 15f99totat 1 & dtotal  4f 130k oF 34§ 41

twod=s [typed=1 |type 4=4 |type
oo lom |itetal  J4tatal  Fiype 10=2
type td=y | type 14=5

L4 D R ] &

ar] . a4

E
|2
[

43} 38| types=20

Tmeters. total=796



: Fig.63 :
A17-DIFFERENTIATED ARCHITECTURE AREA
Decorations, Notable Finish, and Distinct Forms

Walifall Dump and Restructuring Contexts

‘ 364.. 3;.f - 34
2y 1. ®mE 1 .
=2 =1 e=1Ex=1

=2 ®=1 b= 1
H=1 0=1 ‘
10} Bim=107 29 48 |
=T =1 (X=1 =1 o
A=1 o= ®=1"
jo=3 =1 .. . ) N
- 13f 12 My 30f 44
Ple=Femmalizg=1 JO=1 '
=7 . l@= [ X=2
= 0=1 L
;g:'l 1 : 4 28 31 41
'Eixﬂ =T ™1
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| \ "Fig. 64
~ A17-DIFFERENTIATED ARCHITECTURE AREA
BY SQUARED DISTRIBUTION OF CERAMIC TYPES
WALLFALL DUMP AND RESTRUCTURING CONTEXTS
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