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Borderlife Project

Borderlife Project, at the University of Texas-Pan Ameri
can, involves students and faculty in research endeavors. The
project is an important vehicle for interaction by encouraging active
and cooperative learning. This process includes multicultural
concepts and acceptance, and provides out-of-classroom contact
with faculty. Faculty and students engage in research topics and
issues of special relevance to the Northern Mexico-South Texas
border community.
Starting in 1983, the University, in cooperation with the
Institutional Development and Economic Affairs Service, Inc.
(IDEAS, Inc.), sponsored a student project on research subjects
related to the border area. The project was very successful gaining
readership of student articles through The Monitor, a McAllen
newspaper with a circulation of some 35,000. Recently, faculty at
UT-PA have initiated a number of efforts and projects, revitalizing
the emphasis on borderlands—U.S.-Mexico—related research.
Student involvement is an integral aspect of the project. Since its
inception, students have provided the vast majority of interviews,
identified the major patterns in the exploratory research phase, and
participated in writing, publishing and disseminating the results.
Consistent with this approach has been an improved student
self-image. Students' perception that they influence sociohistorical
issues enhances self-image and identity with the world around
them.
Also of special consideration is that the project encourages
student-faculty contact through active involvement in the learning
process and enhances cultural diversity.
On a broader scale, the project also promotes better under
standing with our neighbor, Mexico. With growing interdepen
dence of Mexico and the United States the need for a broad
understanding of, and within, each country has never been greater.
An awareness of cultural, social and historical backgrounds that
shaped each nation's outlook creates an atmosphere of understand
ing. The University of Texas-Pan American is uniquely qualified
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in fostering such an awareness.
Major Benefits of Borderlife Project:
1. Students receive in-class and in-the-field training in interview
ing, writing, computer assisted editing, and analytical skills. Through
this process they will become more fully aware of sociological,
historical, economic and political ramifications of issues related to
this area, concerns of vital interest to themselves and various
populations.
2. Students who have often felt outside the "mainstream" due to
socioeconomic status, language, or ethnicity will be able to develop
an awareness of the rich cultural heritage of the region. This can
only enhance cultural awareness and self esteem, thus creating an
environment conducive to learning.
3. The combination of qualitative and quantitative research meth
ods will identify patterns related to current issues and cultural
patterns as well as provide a rich anecdotal file by which these
patterns can be presented to both lay and academic audiences
nationwide. This data is of historical, political and socioeconomic
significance.
4. Publication of student research will allow students a public and
academic forum. This promotes intellectual and cultural commit
ment as well as a strong commitment to public service.
Borderlife maintains an office in the Liberal Arts Building
(LA 332, UT-PA, 1201 West University Dr., Edinburg,Texas
78539-2999) with facilities for student researchers in the Center for
International Studies. The project is supervised by the Director of
the Center for International Studies, Dr. Chad Richardson, and
JuanitaE. Garza, History Lecturer. In addition, Dr. Genaro Gonzalez
(cultural psychologist), Dr. Ramon Guerra (anthropologist), Ms.
Lillian M. Salcido (photojournalist), Ms. Sonia Saldaha, Dr. Roberto
Salmon (historian), and Dr. Stacey Schaefer (anthropologist), serve
as editorial board.
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